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Inability  to  comply  with  seve/al  invitations,  to  lecture  oa  the  subjects  of  Slavery  and  Aboii- 
tioii,  united  with  a  strong  desire  to  contribute  a  share  to  the  overthrow  of  Slavery,  zr.-^  ihe  ea- 
tablishment  of  "equal  rights"  every  where,  suggested  the  project  of  publishing  the  arguui"iits  I 
have  usually  employed  for  those  purposes,  in  the  knn  of  Lectures,  intended  for  the  special  use 
of  ^IntiSlavery  Lecturers  and  Debaters.  Could  I  be  instrumental  in  preparing,  perhaps  thousands 
of  such  agents,  the  sphere  of  my  usefulness  wovdd,  necessarily,  be  greatly  enlarged.  The  cause 
requires  the  aid  of  Lecturers,  qualified  at  home,  in  all  parts  of  the  country  :  I  humbly  hope  that 
this  effect  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  actually  produced  by  the  publication  ;  and  for  that 
special  purpose  I  recommend  it  to  the  public.  For,  notwithstanding  the  imperfections!  of  the 
performance,  if  the  arguments  contained  in  if,  and  the  references  to  sustain  them,  be  profoundly 
studied,  the  proposed  lecturer  or  debater  may,  I  think,  by  adding  thereto  the  arguments  o(  oth- 
ers and  the  fruit  of  his  own  reflections,  soon  equip  himself  for  the  great  moral  combat  now  ra- 
ging, in  any  circumstances,  where  intellectual  skill  is  permitted  fully  to  exert  itself.  Even 
without  such  preparations,  simple  reading  of  the  Lectures  will,  in  general,  produce  an  excel- 
leuL  efTiCt :  for  the  arguments  they  contain  can  never  be  refuted  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  in- 
telligent audience.  And  though  individual  hearers  may  not  have  sufficient  candor  to  acknowl- 
edge their  convictions,  their  conduct  vvill  testify  that  the  arrow  is  fixed  in  their  consciences, 
never  to  be  withdrawn.  Even  infidel  hearers  will  be  converted,  to  at  least  one  doctrine  of 
Christianity  ;  and  no  intelligent  person  will  ever  rise,  from  their  attentive  and  candid  perusal, 
without  the  strongest  conviction  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  anti-slavery  principles  and  practice. 
It  will  have  this  effect,  I  presume,  even  on  slaveholders.  I  feel  fully  warranted  in  making 
ihe.se  declarations,  from  personal  observation,  of  the  effects  of  the  mere  reading  of  the  Lec- 
tures, on  mixed  audiences  of  advocates  and  opposers  of  Abolition. 

The  reason  of  annexing  so  many  Scripture  references,  was  to  give  a  full  exhibition  of  the 
SrmiT  of  the  Scriptures,  in  relation  to  Human  Oppression,  and  its  opposite,  Abolition.  I  have 
been  long  impressed  with  tho  truth  and  importance  of  Mrs.  Child's  opinion,  that  we  ought 
never  to  trust  to  any  thing  but  this  spirit,  (that  is,  the  general  and  eolleclive  moaning  of  the 
Scriptures,)  for  the  derivation  of  Christian  doctrines  and  principles.  I  do  not  pretend  the  ref- 
erences are  all  equ;dly  pertinent  to  prove  the  various  doctrines  stated  ;  but  !  think  Ihnl  a  critical 
investigation  will  sa;isfy  every  candid  reader,  that  most  of  them  are  pecuiiariy  appropriate  for 
the  objects  intended.  And  1  have  purposely  omitted  quoting  the  leords  of  the  ret'erencca,  in  j>r=/ 
der  to  compel  the  readers  to  examine  for  themselves, — which  ihey  are  earnestly  requested  ur 
do. 

The  occasion,  likewise  afforded  mean  excellent  opportunity  for  displaying  the  wonderful  ^qu- 
rity  and  harmony  in  doctrine  of  all  paits  of  tho  Scriptures,  in  relation  to  the  great  doctrines 
treated  of;  this  purity  and  harmony  of  those  Books  being  to  me  a  strong  proof  of  their  Divine 
origin.  They  exhibit  the  perfection  of  the  morality  of  the  Bible, — and  how  far  thoy  are  from 
being- /(t!/i/ developed  in  this  publication,  the  use  of  a  good  Concordance  and  Polyglot  Bible  will 
soon  discover.  The  complete  harmony  of  the  Scriptures,  in  precept  and  eximplc,  is  also  well 
deserving  of  further  research  :  and  much  of  such  research  will  indeed  bo  necessary,  to  the  ac- 
complished lecturer.  I  am  sensible  of  tho  defects  of  the  Lectures  ;  and,  thougli  the  embarras- 
;nenls  under  which  they  were  compiled  may  apologize  for  a  part  of  those  de/ects,  I  am  fully  a» 
ware  that  much  profitable  matter  may  be  judiciously  added  to  the  work.  This  the  lecturer 
may  protit^ly  do,  by  [)ajting  slips  of  paper  by  the  edges,  between  the  leaves  of  the  pamphlet, 


containing  memoranda  of  additional  arguments  and  references.  And,  with  such  afsistance,  I 
hope  the  Lectures  will  prove  the  most  useful  Vade  Mecum  to  anti-slavery  Lecturers  and  Deba- 
ters that  has  been  published.  They  are  written  in  the  plainest  style,  which  renders  them  ea- 
sily intelligible  to  the  smallest  capacity.  On  no  subject  does  there  seem  to  be  mora  ignor- 
ance and  error  in  the  United  States,  than  upon  that  of  human  Rights,  especially  on  their  ori:;in 
and  inalienable  nature.  With  a  view,  also,  to  enlighten  and  disabuse  the  public  mind,  in  re- 
lation to  these  great  and  vital  doctrines,  this  publication  is  issued.  Those  who  receive  copies 
are  requested  to  circulate  them  into  the  possession  of  such  persons  as  are  willing  and  uesirous 
to  prepare  themselves  for  lecturing  and  debating  on  the  great  subjects  they  treat  of.  And  the 
holders  of  copies  are  respectfully  requested,  to  take  the  trouble  to  sew  stout  covers  on  them, 
writing  the  title  on  the  covers  ;  for  by  so  doing,  they  may  be  preserved  for  a  long  time. 

It  seems  proper  to  add,  that  the  expenses  of  the  publication  and  its  distribution,  have  been 
principally  defrayed  by  the  liberal  contributions  of  abolitionists  and  others  in  Medina  county, 
whose  example  will,  I  hope,  be  extensively  and  liberally  followed, 

CO. 

Mbdina,  Ohio,  July,  1837. 
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r.ecture  First. 


SLAVE 


THE  object  of  th«  First  of  bhese  Lectures  is  to  prove,  that  Slavery  is  aa  great  a  triine  a- 
gainst  the  Law  of  God,  as  murder,  or  any  other  crime  ;  and  that  it  is,  also,  a  great  crime  a« 
gamst  the  Commoa  Law.  The  object  of  the  Seeond  Lecture  is  to  prove,  that  the  immediate 
abolition  of  Slavery,  is  not  only  a  just  and  righteous  measure,  but  is  at  all  times,  and  under 
all  circumstances,  perfectly  safe  and  greatly  beneficial  to  all  persons  or  parties  concerned  or 
interested  therein,  and  that  it  is  the  on/j/  kind  of  safe  Abolition. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  that  "to  reach  the  heart  we  must  begin  at  the  head" — that  is,  to  en- 
list the  sympathies,  engaga  the  affections,  and  command  the  will,  we  must  first  convince  the 
nnderstawding.  In  order  to  convert  we  must  first  convict.  This  is,  also,  the  true  Scriptural 
method — vide  Luke  ii.  45,  Acts  ix.  22,  xviii.  23,  xxiv.  25.  With  the  sole  view  lo  produce  this 
hippy  result,  the  following  Lectures  will  consist  aim  ist  entirely  of  a  series  of  arguments. 

By  way  of  introduction  to  the  main  subject  of  this  lecture,  which  is  to  prove  that  Slavery  is 
a  great  Sin  i  will  remark,  that  we  may  leadily  know  Slavery  to  be  a  great  crime  or  sin,  be- 
cause noihijg  6uf  crimes  can  support  the  practice  of  it.  No  person  can  support  slavish  oppres- 
sion lea  minute,g  without  breaking  the  moral  law.  A  man  cannot  stir,  or  move,  or  begin  to  act,  ei- 
t'ner  in  support  of  slavery,  or  in  opposition  to  its  immediate  abolition,  without  committing 
Climes  or  sins  of  some  sort  or  other.  If  ha  does  not  proce-ed  to  the  use  of  open  violence  and 
illegal  fores  tor  that  purpose,  he  is  yet  compelled  to  resort  to  falsehood,  sophistry  and  slande^j 
to  either  the  one  or  the  other,  even  if  he  does  nothing  at  all,  ha  is  guilty  of  a  criminal  silence, 
which  is  a  great  s'n  of  omission.  And,  according  to  tlie  Scriptures,  sins  of  omission^  or  the 
breach  of  positive  commands,  are  as  great  as  tho.3e  nf  commis>sion,  or  the  breach  of  negative 
commands — -vide  E.xodtrs  xxi,  29,  Deut.  xxviii  15,  63,  Prov,  i,  24,  2S,  Isaiah  Ivi,  10,  U,  Matt. 
XXV,  24,  29,  Meb.  li,  3,  xii,25,  and  a  hundred  other  passages  equally  plain.  Many  affect  to  be 
neutral  in  the  great  abolition  contest  ;  but  the  Scriptures  inform  us  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
ntutralily  in  such  a  contest — vide  Matthew  xii,  30,  It  is  also  easy  to  show,  as  I  shall  soon 
attempt  to.  that  slavery  has  from  first  to  last,  been  supported  directly  and  solely  by  crimes,  and 
that  the  coiamis^^  of  nearly  every  crime  in  the  Bibia  calendar,  and  many  crimes  against  the 
common  law,  are  (tbsolutely  necessary  to  support  it  and  give  it  full  effect.  It  is  a  fact  equally 
curious  and  true,  as  any  one  may  be  convinced  by  reflection,  that  crime  of  any  kind  can  only 
be  supported  hy  crime  ;  and  that  in  order  to  persevere  in  the  commission  of  one  crime,  and 
prevent  its  detection  and  punishment,  it  is  necessary  to  commit  still  further  crimes.  To  know, 
then,  whether  a  practice  is  sinful  or  not,  we  have  usually  only  to  enquire,  whether  crimes  are 
n«<;ess«r?/ for  its  swpport;  and  where  a  practice  like  slavery,  requires  the  aid  of  rt?Z  other  crimes 
for  its  nccese'ary  -upport,  wo  may  be  certain  that  it  is  one  of  t'le   worst  of  crimes  and  greatest 
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of  sing.     In  the  pung^'nt  language  of  John  Wesley,  it  must  be  "tho  execrable  sum  of  all  villa- 
nies.'' 

Slavery  is  declareJ  by  its  eaemjes  to  be  a  sui.  In  order  then  to  uriderstand  its  true  nature 
clearly,  ^v^  must  datcrmine  in  the  first  place  what  Sin  is.  Sin  ia  defined,  in  liie  Scriptures, 
to  bo  a  'transgression  or  breach  oflaw.' — vide  1st  John  iii,  4.  Law  must,  therefore,  first  exist 
lo  be  broken,  othorvvise  sira  cannot  exist.  For  as  the  apostle  Paul  justly  arguep,  'where  no  law 
is  there  is  no  transgrcssioa,'  or  sin — vide  Rom.  iv,  15,  iii,  20. 

When  a  law  of  any  description  is  broken,  it  is  said  to  be  sinned  against.  The  breach  of  «- 
nij  good  law,  whether  Divine  or  hu'.nan,  always  incurs  moral  if  notloiral  guilt.  The  breach  of 
the  Law  of  Qod,  as  it  is  called,  incurs  the  highest  moral  guilt  of  which  intelligent  beings  are 
capable.  As  the  law  of  a  country  is  the  ivill  of  its  legislature,  so  the  Law  of  God  is  the  \oill 
of  God  revealed  to  his  intelligent  creatures  ;  which  they  are  under  the  highest  ot  obligations  to 
obey,  and  for  the  least  branch  of  which  men  are  accountable, — vide  Deut.  .xxvii,  6,  Matt,  r, 
19,  James  ii  10.  1  propose  now  to  show  that  human  slavery  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  sins  or 
transgressions  of  tho  Law  of  God,  incurs  the  highest  consequent  guilt,  and  subjects  the  trans- 
gressor to  tho  heaviest  Divine  retribution. 

The  Law  of  God  \-j  discovered  from  two  sources — His  Word  and  tlis  Works.  The  former 
i«  sometimei  called  the  reveahd  or  writUn  Law  of  God,  or  Lata  of  Revelation ;  the  other  is  cal- 
led the  -Miwrilten  Law  of  God,  or  Law  o/ JVaJitre.  The  Law  of  Revelation,  is  that  great  col- 
lection of  commands,  precepts  and  examples,  given  by  God  to  man,  by  express  revelation,  as 
rules  for  his  religious  and  moral  conduct.  It  is  contained  in  the  Bible,  the  various  books  com- 
posing which  are  authenticated  as  the  word  of  God,  by  far  better  evidence  than  any  other  an- 
cient books  whatever.  The  Law  of  Nature  is  wholly  discovered  in  the  phenomena  of  nature, . 
animate  and  inanimate,  aroundus.  The  perfect  harmony  of  these  two  great  laws,  shows  the 
identity  of  their  origin  ;  and  their  perfect'  excellence  is  tested  hy  their  invariable  tendency, 
iuken  obeyed,  to  produce  perfect  happiness.  These  two  make  in  reality,  but  one  law,  called  the 
Law  of  God.  Against  this  Law  tlius  discovered,  Human  Slavery  is  one  of  the  greatest  of 
Grimes.  To  s'.iow  this  fact  clearly,  it  is  necessary  to  define  Slavery  itself.  To  understand 
the  naiure  and  tendency  of  . -slavery,  we  must  understand  I  he  system  or  principle  of  it. 

Slavery  has  two  definilionsi,  the  direct  and  indirect.  The  first,  or  direct,  definition  is,  the 
TOTAL    DEPRIVATION  OF  ALL  iiu.MAN  RIGHTS.     Thc  Other,   OT  indirect,  definition  is,  the  rcdu- 

CINO  OF  HUMAW  BfcllNGS  TO    THE  CONDITION   OF  BRUTF-S,  who    have  no  rights,   or,   THE  MAKING    OF 

HUMAN  BEINGS  TO  BECOME  PROP£iiTY,  as  goods  and  chattcls,  transferable  as  articles  of  merchan- 
dise. Either  definition  will  answer  for  thc  purposes  of  argument,  though  the  first  or  direct  de- 
fioition  is  to  be  preferred.  But  to  understand  this  definition  clearly,  it  is  also  necessary  to  de- 
fine Human  Right?. 

A  Right  is  defined  to  be,  a  privilege  or  liberty  of  doing,  being,  possessing,  usiDg:,  or  suffer- 
ing something,  without  the  interference,  molestation,  or  hindrance  of  our  fellow  men.  Thus, 
for  example,  there  is  the  Right  to  be  secure  in  our  persons,  called  the  right  of  Personal  Securi- 
ty; the  Right  to  go,  or  travel  and  return,  wiien,  where,  and  as  wo  please,  called  the  right  of 
Personnl  Liberty  ;  and  the  Right  to  havr.^  procure,  possess,  enjoy  and  dispose  of,  as  our  own  ex-, 
clusively,  all  sorts  of  material  objects  or  substances,  except  each  other,  called  the  right  oC Pri- 
vate Frop''r!y.  These  are  ;':e  three  great,  absolute,  natural  R,ight3,  of  which  all  the  rest  are 
mere  au.xiliaries  or  appendages.  And  these,  I  say,  are  the  gift  of  God  to  every  hnmci  btiug, 
plainly  granted  to  him,  both  in  tho  Law  of  Revelation  and  in  thc  Law  of  Naiure  ;  or  by  the 
express  and  implied  will  of  God.  The  word  'righl^'  applied  in  its  modemsense,  as  t'le  gift  of 
the  Almighty  to  his  intelligent  creatures,  is  not  often  used  in  the  Bible;  yet  sufficiently  often 
to  prove  the  proposition  directly,  that  Rights  are  the  gift  of  God,  to  all  the  human  species, — 
Dent.  .\-xi,  17,  Ruth  ii,  20,  iv,  6,  1st  Kings  viii,  45,  2d  Cbron.  vi,  35,  39,  Job  xxxiv,  6,  17,  xxxvi, 
6,  Ps.  ix,  1,  xvii,  1,  cxI,  12^,  Prov.  xvi,  8,  Isaiah' x,  2,  Jer.  v,  28,  xvii,  II.  xxxii,  7,  8;  Lam. 
iii,  35;  Eze.  xxii  29,  Amos  v  12,  Mai.  iii  5  ;  and  several  other  passages.  But  the  easiest  and 
plainest  method  of  demonstrating,  that  thc  Law  of  ixevelafion  grants  and  guarantees,  the  na- 
tural and  all  other  juiit  rights  tj  all  mankind,  is  by  showing  indirectly,  that  the  various  Duties 
enjoined  on  us  in  the  Scripture?,  cannot  be  properly  performed  at  an,**Vilhoiat  tho  comf>l«te 


po8seH3.on  and  enjoyment  of  tiiese  Rigbt^,  The  sift  will  ll,u3  appear,  !rom  express  rt-vtlaiion 
by  necessary  implic<Uion.  It  is  well  observed  by  Dr.  Channing,  that  Duties-  and  Riol„s  are  «' 
erprocal;  that  is,  wvhalever  it  is  luade  our  Dvty  to  do,  we  have,  and  must  hav<^°  a  corres- 
ponding Aight  to  do  ;  and  vice  versa,  whatever  we  have  a  lilghl  to  do,  it  must  be  our  Duly  to 
do.  Loniinon  sense  intuituely  perceives  the  truth  of  ihi.s  great  maxim.  It  would  be  the  high- 
est imp.ety  and  absurdity  to  believe  that  our  Creator  has  issued  contradictory  cooimanu's  "or 
that  tie  has  enjoined  duties  on  u^,  the  performance  of  which  He  intended  to  be  impo-^sible  nu^ 
gatory  and  vain,  that  we  should  have  no  right  to  perform.  God  never  docs  any  thing  in 
va,n,-vide  Ps.  cxi  7,  Isa.xlv  18.  1,  C.  Iv  11,  Jer.  .xxxi  3.3,  36,  Eze.  vi  10,  Matt,  x  20,  xx.v  35, 
Luke  xu  G,  kom.  ii  2,  ,v  16,  2d  Tim.  ii  19,  and  various  other  passages.  God  is,  also,  no  res- 
pecter 0.  persous,-vide  Deut.  i  17,  xvi  19,  2d  Sam.  xiv  14,  2d  Chron.  xix  7,  Job  xvxiv  19 
Prov.  ....V  23.  xxvii.  21,  Acts  x  34.  Rom.  ii  11,  Gal.  ii  6,  Eph.  vi  9,  Col.  iii  25,  ist  Pet.  i  171 
James  u  1,  9.     He  has  made  it  our  Duty  to  obey  all  his  commands,-vide  Deut.  xxvii  26    xx- 

"^V'  ,%  T  ''"I  ^"';  '''  ^'  ^'  ^^'"-  ^  '^'  '''  ^""^^  ^^'  '''  G*^'-  *"  ^0.  J'^'ne-  ii  10.  Ist'Pet. 
;.,       rV  '  '™.''»  °f  «°"rse,  that  we  have  a  corresponding  ii;^/.<  to  obey  them  all,  to 

he.r  fu  1  excent  and  spuit.  and   to  the  use  of  all  the  means  necessary    to   enable  us  to  oUv 
them,  the  natural  Rights  with  the  rest.     jVnd  as  the  Scriptures  make  no  exception  of  any  par't 

'leaT^h^.tnT    '     T:  ''''''''*'' " "°  "^'p*^^'"  '^^p^^^'^"^'  (-'^^  -^-)  i'  <•""''"« 

nrone  t       Ifd  ij",  T"  '''"  ''^''^ '°  '"  '"'"''"  '""^^^  ^^"''"-^■'  ^  ^'-"-  in^emance  or 

property,  and  that  they  cannot,  therefore,  be  taken  from  them  without  crime,  except  upon 
forfeiture  6,  crime  ;  otherw.se  all  the  Bible  commands  might  be  rendered  inefiec.ual  and  viin, 
ZtZ   \  '°'"f''  ^•'''^['-^•^^"•■'^  ^  f^^  if '"en  can  have  a  right  to  enslave  each  other 

they  mu.tuecessarny  havean^Ano  prohibit  each  oiher  from  obeymg  the  commands  of  God 

l!ws  orGTd  1  r  •  '^'"  ''''''  "'  "^"  ^^'^"''^  ^'^"'-^"^^^  -""-'  -^'^  '^^'^^--0  to  it 
a«3  of  God    which  IS  an  impious  supposition.     It  would  give  to  man  the  ri<^ht  to  annul  the 

law  of  God,  (as  all  slaveholders  do)  which  is  a  most  impious  absurdity 

All  the  natural  rights  being  necessary  fo  enable  mankind   to  obey    the  commands  of  God 
hey  are    hus  clearly  demonstrated,  to  t,e  His  gift  to  all  mankind.      This  gift      one  of  H.^un'- 

rXcomn;::' o7  "^^  '"'r't'  "'"""   •^•^"  '^^^""^  '"'"""^^  ■^'  --P^  -  a  punlie^t 

glillf  iSEHSESEa 

Seyed  L  ia.^Tof  Go'dT  'm  T'"  f  f'^^-'^'^  f-'  ^--^es  of  such  laws.  Had  they  dis- 
all  human  iJ^lT^Z,  ,        ^■^'''  "'"^'  '"  opposition  to  its  constitution,  are  void,  so 

An  unjust  Ik  ^ircrcCot'itrif '^^^"^^  "r^"' ''-' "°  "^'^^^  -^^  ^^^^^-  -^"^'•■V- 

and  Inrtcad  of  iustifiL  ac?«  H        ^  '^  '«  '^g*^''^*^  <=^""^^.  i«  itself  a  wron.,  crime  or  sin. 

reeponsibilit;  '  s  ebe or  t  'Z  J  I''  "''""^'  '^'"'^  '"'''  '"^'"^^^^^^  '''-•  "--'  SuiU  and 
-em.     C/m-iin  vtednesso  '     ^-^^^ras  are  national  s'.ns.   and   merit  nationalpunish- 

many  other  passu^es.  '      '      '      '       ""•  "^''■^  ^'  •^•^-^^'  1^.  ^ba.  10,  15,  and 


Human  slavery,  directly  or  indiieclly,  in(erfeies  v,  iifi,  disturbs,  hiiidcin,  ititerruple  or  proW- 
bits,  ihe  performaDGC  of  every  one  of  ihe  duties  enjoined  on  mankind  by  the  cxprRs-s  cummanda 
of  the  Almig-lily.  If  any  one,  who  well  understands  the  nature  and  operation  of  slavery,  doubts 
iho  truili  of 'this  surprising  declaraiion,  let  him  take  up  the  Bible,  examine  the  long  lisitrof  the 
Divine  commands  and  precepts  contained  in  that  Book,  and  reflect  if  it  be  possible  for  slaves, 
fettered,  cramped  and  ignorant  as  lliey  are,  to  obey  one  of  these  commands  in  its  full  spirit  & 
extent.  I  say  they  cannot  ;  and  that  every  candid  person  mav';'be  convinced  of  the  awful  fact, 
by  a  candid  and  careful  examination.  Let  any  such  person  ask  himseif  for  instance,  bow  it  is 
possible  for  any  slave  lo  obey  the  commands  contained  in  the  following  passages,  either  in  their 
letter  or  spirit— Rom.  xii  19,  Eph.  v  2,  3,  4,  22,  25,  vi  1,  4,  9,  2d  Pet.  ii  12,  17,  18,  23,  iii  1, 
8,9.  These  are  referred  to  merely  as  specimens.  Surely  no  sZat>£  can  practice  any  of  these 
commands  at  all,  in  the  spirit  of  their  requirements  ;  not  only  for  want  of  free  agency,  but  on 
account  of  the  manifold  temptations  and  provocations,  by  wliich  he  is  beset,  and  at  all  timee 
surrounded.  Special  grace  must  be  necessary  to  enable  a  slave  to  obey  any  of  these  ceni- 
mands.  The  most  perfect  free  agency  is  necessary,  to  enable  the  subjects  of  God's  commands, 
to  yield  perfect  obedience  to  them.  The  candid  inquirer  will  also  recollect,  that  slaves  ara 
purposely  kept  in  the  greatest  possible  f/jnorancc  of  the  Bible  and  its  contents  ;  they  could 
not  be  kept  as  slaves,  if  they  were  not ;  and  that  their  natural  passions  and  appetites  sel- 
dom receive  any  voluntary  check  or  control.  Temporal  bondage  necessarily  produces  spiritual 
slavery.  It  must  be  near  a  miracle  for  slaves  to  obey  any  Divine  commands.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, there  can  be  no  doubt  but  God  will  'wink  at'  the  sins  of  the  poor  slaves;  but  their 
wretched  masleis  cannot  reasonably  expect  any  thing  else  but  'a  certain  fearful  looking  for,' — 
vide  Prov.  xxiv  J,  Luke  xii  47,  18,  Heb.  x  27,  ^-c. 

Let  uR  illustrate  the  case,  by  a  few  more  examples.  Honor  and  reverence  to  parents  is  a 
plain  Divine  command,  obligatory  on  all  the  children  in  the  world— (vide  ante.) — So  is  the  pro- 
tection and  instrucliou  of  their  children,  on  ail  parents— vide  Prov.  xxii  6,  Epk.  \i  4  1st  Tim.  v 
8,  2d  Tim.  iii  14,  15.  Now  as  neither  slave  parents  nor  children  have  any  rights  at  all,  they 
being  merely  goods  and  chattels,  it  is  impossible  they  should  obey  these  positive  injunctions. 
According  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  slavery,  slave  parents  have  no  rights  or  duties  at  all,  o- 
ver  or  in  relation  to  their  children  ;  nor  have  the  children  any  rights  or  duties  in  relation  to  their 
parents — and  they,  accordingly,  seldom  exercise,  or  attempt  to  exercise,  any  such  rights  or  du- 
ties. They  are  usually  sold  and  separated  from  each  other  forever.  So  husbands  and  wives 
are  positively,  commanded  to  live  and  cohabit  together,  and  discharge  all  the  duties  of  that  en- 
dearing relation — vide  Ist  Cor.  vii  3,  5.  But  slavery  wholly  forbids  tho  right  and  practice  of 
mnrriagc  to  ti>e  slaves,  and  compEls  them  as  it  wore,  to  break  the  law  of  God,  by  living  in  un- 
lawful and  frequently  promiscuous  concubinage, — vide  1st  Cor.  vi  18,  and  several  other  passa- 
ges of  similar  import.  So  the  duties  of  citizens,  neighbors,  friends,  <5c.  arc  all  positively  en- 
joined,— vide  Ex.  XX  IG,  Lev.  xix  13,  15,  IS,  Luko  x  29,  37,  Rom.  xii  10,  l3,  20,  xiii  10.  xv2, 
Eph.  ii  19.  But  slaves  have  none  of  the  rights  attending  these  relations.  It  has  been  solemn- 
ly and  repeatedly  decided,  by  the  hig-hest  judicial  authority,  in  the  slave  states,  that  slaves  are 
mere  'goods  and  chattel^,'  (vide  Stroud);  and  their  treatment  in  all  respects,  so  far  as  it  is  poa- 
siblo  to  reduce  humanity  to  that  condition,  corresponds  in  those  states,  with  these  infamous  de- 
cisions. Nor,  situated  as  they  are,  could  they  fulfil  these  duties,  even  if  they  had  the  nomin- 
al right  to.  In  the  eye  of  slave  laws  and  customs,  they  have  no  rig'hts  at  all,  any  raoro  than 
beasts  ,  and  these  have  no  rights  or  duties  prescribed  by  any  law.  How  then  can  they  practice 
duties  to  which  they  have  Jio  right  ?  'Search  the  Scriptures,'  (vide  John  v  39,  and  other  pas- 
sages,) is  another  plain  command,  obligatory  on  all  mankind.  But  slavery  utterly  prohibits 
the  slaves  from  obeying  it.  No  slave  is  permitted  to  learn  to  read,  under  Ihc  severest  penal- 
ties ;  nor  is  any  one  permitted  to  instruct  him  in  reading,  under  similar  penalties — vide  Stroud's 
Sketch.  Lot  one  example  more  sufTicP.  W  e  are  positively  commanded  to  'Prove  all  things; 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good—- vide  1st  Thess.  v  21.  Now  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  obey 
this  command,  either  in  its  lottor  or  spirit,  unless  he  has  the  possession  and  use  of  all  his  nat- 
ural rights,  Personal  Security,  Personal  Liberty  und  Private  Property,  in  their  fullest  extent  ; 
that  is,  unless  he  is  a  free  morul  agent.      Slavery,   therefore,   effectually  prohibits  the  4ave« 


iVom  obejing  it  at  all     Such  criminal  prohibitions  of  positive  christian  H,.,i.a 
greatest  of  stns  again.t  the  law  of  God-vide  Ex.  iii  9    v  6    7    v    5    6    DeT     "  IT'  "'' 
20.  Isa.   iii    12-15,  V  18    20   ix  16    17    x  I    xlv     i     r  \       '     '    '     '  '  ""^  ^'  ^'-  '"'''' 

other  passages.        '  '       '  '       '       ''  "'    '''    ^'^'^^  "'  '''     '*'  ^im.    iv  3,  and    many 

slat  sUto'"t"haf 'la!'.'"  '","  T?"^  ''^"'^''  "^  ^'^^^  '^'^'-st  judicial  authorities  in  the 
slave  states    that  slaves   are,  to  alt  intents,    constructions  and  purposes,    goods  and  chattels 

ore"  'r  il  t'  7  'T"°^  T'  P"""'  ""'  ^^^"'^^  ^">'  '»-'^.  ^^'  -•-'  belongs  Te 
o  vne  s,  (v.Je  Stroud)  ;  thus  placing  them  on  a  level  with  brutes.  This  is  the  highest  udic  1 
blasp  emy  and  impiet,  ;  but  see  the  effect  of  it.  Goods  and  chattel,  have  no  riJ  s  '  h^ 
fore  slaves  have  none,  not  even  to  worship  the.r  Maker  and  obey  his  commands  rOn'e  wo"  d 
ho  e  ,n  a  republican  country,  to  find  moral  integrity  on  the  judicial  bench,  But  so  comZ  - 
lyh  s  slavish  corrupt.on  poisoned  every  part  of  society  in  the  slave  states,  that  the  Bnch 
an.  the  Bar  are  fu  ly  contaminated.     Justice  io  slaves  is  a  soleo^n  mockery  in    hose  Statfs 

I  wi  candid  y  admit,  that  some  fe.  slaves  who  have  what  are  called  Lmane  mas  ers  are 
allowed  some  few  poor  scanty  privileges,  which  they  enjoy,  not  from  the  license  and  pr^te  ! 
fon  o  the  .aw.  but  from  the  sufferance  and  humanity  of  their  masters.  For  no  master" 
o6.^e./  by  law  to  allow  his  slaves  any  privileges,  any  more  than  he  .s  his  horses  and  cattle  • 
and  in  fact  most  of  them  do  not  allow  their  slaves  as  many.  The  few  laws  made  for  the  pre^ 
vention  of  e.vcess,ve  slave  cruelties  are  seldom  enforced  in  practice;  the  tyrants  taking  care 
0  perpetrate  such  cruelties  only  in  the  sight  of  slaves,  who  have  no  right  to  testify  a'gain.t 
hem.     These  laws  are  for  the  most  part,  practically,  a  dead  letter.     Such   also    is  the   fear  of 

1  o^^n^raTd  pTotr ""' '''  •'""'^' '"'  '^^"^  '"^  ^"^'"^  ^^^"''  -'^"  'f  ^'--  ^--  ^^^  ^p- 

As  might  be  expected  from  such  a  state  of  things,  the  general  treatment  of  most  slaves  is 
crud  and  barbarous  m  the  extreme,  as  has  been  proven  a  thousand  times  over.  'CrueU  ' 
says  an  eye  w.ineas,  ,s  almost  invariably  the  rule,  and  kindness  the  exception  '  This  crue  y 
extends  to  every  particular  of  their  treatment;  cruelty  in  their  food  and  clo.hing  ue  y  i' 
.heir  lodgmg  and  habitations;  cruelty  m  their  labor  and  rest  ;  cruelty  in  their  punishments 
and  suffenngs  ;  cruelty  in  their  deprivation  of  liberty  ;  cruelty  in  their  deprivation  of  all  Hts  1 
y  knowledge,  especially  the  knowledge  of  their  duty  ;  cruelty  in  their  sale  and  separa  ion 
from  each  other;   cruelty  in  their  deprivation  of  all  comfort  and  hope;   cruelty  in  every  thing 

:  :  'J  '"  'u  'T''"  °'  ''''"^'-  ''  '^  ^"  ^  complicated  mass  of  constant,  remorseless,  un- 
p  ty  mg  craelty  It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  particular  cases  of  cruelty,  to  illustrate  a  case  so 
pain  and  well  known.  Slavery  is  more  bloody,  cruel  and  barbarous  in  christian  America, 
than  It  was  m  heathen  Gi^ece  and  Rome,  as  a  comparison  of  the  slave  customs  and  practice 
of  the  three  countries  will  prove.  We  are  frequently  shocked  at  the  recital  of  barbarian 
slaver'''*  ''"'"'^  '"^''  ^'^'  ^'J"^'^"''  "^'  '^^'^''"^^  ""^^^'^^  «f  American  republican,  christian 

ofT.I'n.rlnf '  '■'T"'-  "^  '^7/'^'  ''  '''  '^■'''™  "^  '°"''^"^'  '""^^""-^^  ^'"^"y  ■'  f«r  without  the  use 
of  constant  cruelty  u  could  not  e.v.st.  Nothing  can  be  more  repugnant  to  the  whole  spirit 
and  genius  of  the  Law  of  God,  than  this  whole  infernal  system  is, -vide  Ex.  xxii  21  xxili  9 
Lev  XIX  13.  Judg  X  U,  12,  Job  xxvii  13,  4-c.,  Ps.  Lxxii  4,  Isa.  xiv  2,  .xix  20,  Mic.'iil_3 
z.ech.  VII  9-14.  Mai.  i,  5,  m  5,  a.id  a  thousand  other  passages  of  Scripture.  The  Bible  over- 
flows as  It  were,  with  denunciations  of  the  sin  of  Soman  Oppression,  and  with  threats  of  its 
severest  punishment.  Scarcely  a  page  of  the  Sacred  Volume  can  be  turned,  but  what  con- 
tains somethmg  condemnatory  of  this  great  sin.  This  repetition  of  denunciation  was  doubtless 
intentional,  because  men  who  from  their  circumstances  in  life  have  the  power,  are  so  very  apt 
to  commit  it.  ^  '  J  "h"- 

Nor  is  the  necessary  tendency  of  slavery  less  destructive  to  the  morals  and  happiness  of 
the  masters,  than  to  those  of  the  slaves.  The  support  of  slavery  renders  crime  necessary.- 
Kesides,  the  power  which  slavery  confeis  on  the  masters,  constantly  exposes  them  to  vieiou, 
temptations.  The  propriety  of  Agur's  requests,  (vide  Prov.  xxx  S,  ^-c.,)  and  the  Scriptural 
precepts  respecting  temptations,  (vide  Matt,  vi  13,  1st  Cor.  x  13.  2d  Pet.  li  9,  &c.,)  were  never 
more  strongly  exemphfied.than  by  the  nccemry  tendency  of  slavery  on  slave  masters.  Slave  hold> 
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-is  are  the  most  vicious  people  in  the  world.  Their  moral  sense  is  so  blunled  and  iheir  con- 
sciences so  'seared'  and  hardened,  that  they  distort  and  pervert  every  good  precept  and  prac 
tice,  to  support  their  habitual  indulgence  in  crime.  Most  sins  that  with  other  men  are  occa- 
sional, are  with  thein  habitual.  It  would  seem  as  if  there  waj  no  vice  from  which  they  are 
exempt.  These  awful  results  are  the  fruit  of  the  habitual  and  necessary  cruelty  and  other  vi- 
ces of  slavery.  It  is  impossible  that  slaveholders  should  bo  otherwise  than  habitually  and  in- 
corrigibly vicious  and  criminal.  A  person  would  be  as  likely  to  grow  up  with  virtuous  habil's 
in  a  brothel,  as  on  a  slave  plantation  or  in  a  slave  neighborhood,  vide  Prov,  vi  27,  2S. 

Slavery  makes  all  men  eng^agcd  in  the  practice  of  it  cruel  towards  each  other.  It  is  the 
parent  of  proud  cruel  tempers  and  dispositions.  Slaveholders  are  in  general,  excessively 
hard  hearted  towards  poor  xihites,  whether  strangers  or  neighbors.  Slave  captains  are  fre- 
quently monsters  of  cruelty.  The  ferocious  treatment  sla\eholders  frequently  manifest  to- 
wards each  other,  is  the  genuine  fruit  of  slavery.  Their  boasted  hospitality  is  nothing  bui 
ostentatious  liberality,  exhibited  to  gratify  their  vanity  and  pride.  Their  pretended  piety  is 
wholly  fictitious,  being  nothing  but  the  'form  of  godliness'  without  the  reality — vi<le  2d  Tim. 
iii  5.  Like  other  aristocrats,  tiiey  have  no  'bowels  of  compassion'  for  the  poor,  no  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  any  but  aristocrats  like  themselves  ;  and  so  far  as  their  power  extends,  they 
oppress  all  below  them  in  the  scale  of  society,  whether  slaves  or  freemen.  Perhaps  men  arc 
prone  to  commit  no  sin  with  greater  certainty,  than  the  oppression  of  each  other.  We  see 
this  tendency  exhibited  every  where  in  every  slate  of  society.  Men  love  to  live  in  ease  and 
splendor  on  each  others  earnings.  Hence  the  origin  of  monopolies,  speculation,  high  re.its, 
usury,  and  the  other  innumerable  means  used  to  'grind  the  faces  of  the  poor'  and  extort  their 
services  for  the  least  possible  compensation.  These  facts  show  that  colour  has  no  relation. 
to  slavish  oppression.  Men  oppress  each  other  in  all  cases,  without  reference  to  it,  bo 
far  as  they  have  the  poioer.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  Biblo  always  takes  sides  with 
the  poor  against  their  oppressors,  denouncing  the  severest  ptinishnients  against  the  latter. 

It  has  been  said  that  it  is  impossible  slave  cruelties  should  be  so  great  as  is  pretended,  be- 
cause the  slaves  increase  so  much  taster  than  their  white  neighbors.  But  in  their  relative 
circumstances,  the  two  facts  are  perfectly  consistent  with  each  other.  The  cause  of  this 
superiority  of  increase  is,  that  the  slaves  are  healthier  than  their  masters.  Indolence  and  dis- 
sipation enervate  the  slaveholders,  and  greatly  retard  their  natural  increase.  Idleness,  dissi- 
pation and  debauchery  prematurely  destroy  the  masters,  as  cruelty  does  the  slaves.  Yet  the 
latter  are  so  much  healthier  than  the  former  that  they  increase  much  faster;  so  much  so,  that 
they  must  in  a  few  years  become  the  most  numerous  class.  But  owing  to  the  foregoing  causes, 
both  races  in  the  slave  stales  increase  much  slower  than  their  northern  brethren. 

Such  being  the  invariable  cflects  of  slavery,  it  may  not  bo  amiss  to  give  a  passing  notice  to 
the  base  pretence  so  frequently  made,  of  the  happiness  and  contentment  of  slaves !  Nothing 
but  the  peculiar  hardihood  in  crime  produced  by  the  practice  of  slavery  would  ever  have 
forged  this  falsehood,  contradicted  as  it  is  by  every  species  of  evidence  both  of  friends  and  foes. 
Yet  it  is  frequently  uttered  while  the  newspapers  are  crowded  with  advertisements  of  runaway 
slaves,  and  while  such  is  the  dread  of  slave  insurrections,  helpless  as  the  slaves  are,  that  the 
slaveholders  lire  in  constant  fear  of  them,  sleeping  with  loaded  arms  at  their  bed  posts,  while 
guards  and  patrols  are  scouring  the  country  in  all  directions.  Such  guilty  fears  of  deserved 
retribution  are  the  just  punishment  of  all  tyrants.  Each  plantation  is  carefully  watched,  and 
the  severest  regulations  every  where  adopted  to  prevent  the  slaves  tiom  leaving  the  planta- 
tions, and  the  most  terrible  punishments  inflicted  for  any  breach  of  thera.  Runaways  are 
punished  wiih  the  most  horrid  cruelties  ;  notwithstanding  which  they  sometimes  escape,  or 
prefer  death  to  the  iron  bondage  they  arc  doomed  to  sufTer  on  their  return.  Upwards  of  fen 
tljousand  have  escaped  to  Canada  through  every  danger  and  extremoly  of  suffering.  In  the 
West  Indies,  several  thousands  have  attempted  to  escape  from  the  slave  to  the  free  islands, 
the  majority  of  whom  perished  in  the  waves.  With  such  evidence  to  the  contrary  and  masses 
more  that  miglit  bo  adduced,  nothing  I  say  but  the  peculiar  hardihood  in  sin  produced  by  slave- 
ry, could  ever  have  set  up  and  supported  this  lying  pretence. 

But   if  the  pretence  be  true,  what  becomes  of  the  pretence  of  danger  from  Abolition  ! 


..  i..  ci.u  ,-.,.v,  5  .uvc  tliCN  liiULlc-rs  any  the  less  after  abolition  ti:an  they  did  6r/or«  .'  Or  wiii 
abolition  change  their  natures,  and  convert  llicm  from  friends  into  foes  to  their  former  owners? 
will  they  become  so  enraged  at  the  evils  of  emancipation,  as  contrasted  with  the  'happiness' 
and  benefits  of  slavery,  qs  to  turn* round  and  destroy  their  old  slave  benefactors  !  Let  those 
who  arc  acquainted  with  tho  cfTocts  of  all   past  slave  emancipations  answer  thcio  inquiries. 

It  is  customary  with  the  advocates  of  slavery  and  the  opposers  of  abolition  when  pressed 
in  afgumeut,  to  fly  from  one  'refuge  of  lies'  to  another,  (a  great  sin  ;  vide  Isa.  xxviii  15-17,)  ; 
and  the  last  criminal 'refuge'  to  which  they  all  resort  for  the  most  criminal  of  all  purposes,' 
(tho  justification  of  crime,)  is  the  perversmi  of  a  few  texts  extracted  from  the  Old  and  Ne\v 
Tesiamenis,  (Gen.  xii  5,  .xiv  14,  xvii  12,  13.93,  -^7,  Ex.  xxi  6,  21,  Lev.  xxv  44.-40,  Eph.  vi  5, 
let  Tim.  vi  1,  and  a  few  otiiers),  which  they  contend,  justify  the  highest  degree  of  Human 
-  Oppression  which  man  is  capable  of  inflicting  on  his  fellow  man,  slavery !  They  pretend  that 
G'od  himself  did  in  some  cases  establish  slavery  by  law  over  innocent  persons,  and  has  thereby 
jiisiified  the  practice  in  the  United  Slates  and  other  Slave  countries ;  thus  makings-  tho  Al- 
mighty the  author  of  a  practice  that  annuls  all  riglits  whatever,  even  that  of  obeying  His  own 
commands  !  They  assert  that  a  praclice  which  requires  for  its  necessary  support  the  aid  of 
almost  every  other  crime  denounced  in  tho  Scriptures,  and  which  is  declared  by  (he  general 
consent  of  civilized  nations  to  be  piracy  when  exercised  on  the  high  seas,  is  a  Divine  institution 
expressly  enacted  in  the  Law  of  God  !  This  pretence  was  first  set  up  by  christian  professors, 
and  the  conduct  of  such  professors  has  thrown  more  discredit  on  christianilj',  than  all  the 
arpments  that  have  ever  been  used  against  it.  And  were  the  pretence  true,  it  would  make 
more  skeptics  and  infidels  than  all  other  means  put  together.  Yet  there  are  Teat  bodies 
of  professing  christians  who  pretend  to  believe  in  such  blasphemy. 

But  as  I  have  elsewhere  shown  that  slavery  prohibits  obedience  to  all  the  Divine  commands 
it  necessarily  follows,  that  such  a  construclion  cf  the  tests  refored  to  as  makes  them  support 
the  abomination,  must  be  a  base  perversion  of  their  true  meaning;  or  else  the  word  of  God  con- 
tradicts and  nullifies  itself !  vide  Rom.  vii,  7,— ix,  14.  It  is  impious  to  suppose  thai  tho  Al- 
mighty would  nullify  His  own  laws;  that  is,  that  Ho  would  make  one  law  to  contradict  anoth- 
sr,  vide  Numb,  xxxii,  23,— Ps.  xix,  7, — cxi,  7.  As  slavery  necessa.-ily  requires  and  produces 
the  commission  of  all  other  crimes,  God  would  never  have  indirectly  licensed  them,  at  the 
same  time  that  Ho  directly  forbade  them  by  law.  It  is  a  universal  rule  of  construction  that 
each  part  of  a  code  of  laws  shall  be  so  construed  wher<3ver  construction  is  necessary,  as  to 
coincide  with  the  spirit  and  meaning,  if  not  with  the  letter,  of  all  the  other  parts  ;  vide  1  Blac 
Com.  CI,  S9.  Such  a  construclion  of  those  texts  therefore,  as  makes  them  centradict  and 
render  vain  and  ineffectual  all  the  other  rules  of  the  Law  of  God,  and  outrage  the  whole  spirit, 
reason  and  genius  of  the  rest  of  the  Bible,  must  be  of  course  a  base  and  blasphemous  per- 
version ,  and  those  who  have  forged  it  must  have  wholly  neglected  all  sound  rules  of  con^y 
struction,  as  well  as  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Scriptures.  '    _ 

Let  us  give  these  perverted  texts  a  critical  examination  and  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the 
Scriptures,  in  order  if  possible  to  discover  their  true  meaning.  It  would  be  premature  te  say 
there  is  no  need  of  construclion  in  these  cases,  because  the  translation  is  perfect  and  the  words 
are  too  plain  to  admit  of  construction.  The  persons  described  in  some  of  the  disputed  texts 
as  being  in  servitude  are  called  (by  mistranslation)  ^bond  servant s\  'bond-meii\  'bond'maids\  ^-c. 
Now  as  all  servants  aic  not  slaves  or  personal  property,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  because 
they  are  said  to  be  'bond'  or  bound,  (hat  they  were  slaves,  because  in  some  sense  and  degree 
all  servants  whatever  are  bound.  Nor  does  it  necessarily  follow  (hat  because  some  of  them 
were  %ovght  with  money\  that  they  were  bought  of  third  persons  wiliiout  their  own  consent  as 
all  real  slaves  are.  It  is  also  another  general  rule  of  construction,  (vide  1  Blac.  Com.  60,) 
tliat  where  a  part  of  a  law  is  dubious  in  its  meaning,  the  judges  shall  compare  it  with  the  con- 
text or  other  parts  of  the  law,  or  with  other  laws  of  the  same  natore  or  made  for  the  same 
purposes.  Such  a  comparison  fairly  made  in  the  present  case,  easily  removes  all  the  seeming 
rci>ug;iancy  and  difficulty  attending  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  as  the  same  words  and  phrases  in  the  same  language  frequently  have 
■lililrenl  meanings,  so  the  same  words  and  phrases  in  difl'erent  languages  have  difl'ercnt  mean 
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ngs;    and  aJso  that  the  meaning  of  the  same  words   in    the   same   language  frequently    alters 
with  the  lapse  of  time.     Nothing  is  more  common  than  such  diffarences  and  alterations,  as  all 
linguists  and  classical  scholars   well  know.     Thus  the  phrase    "ooughV  or  'bond-servants'  may 
have  a  very  different  meaning  in  the  ancient  Hebrew   and   modern  Eng-lish   languages,  corres- 
ponding with  the  different  customs  and  usages  of  the  two  countries  ;    or  even  a  different  mean- 
ing and  legal  effect  in  ancient  Iprael  and  the  heathen  naiions  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 
It  is  easy  to  discover  the  degree  of  the  aervilude  to  which   the  'bond'  servantm  of  any  country 
are  subjected,  by  studying  the  treatment  prescribed  for  them   by  the  laws  of  the  country,   such 
laws  being  a  transcript  of  the  national  will.     If  this  treatment  be  slavish  as  in  the   slave  slates 
of  this  country,  the  presumption  is  they  are  slaves  ;    if  otherwise,  the  presumption  is  they  are 
ordinary    servants.     Thus  the  modes,   objects  and  effects  of  the  purchases  and  sales  of  men, 
(Gen.  xvii  12,  Lev.  xxv  44,)  may  have  teen  very  different  in  all  ihese  different  countries,  in  an- 
cient Israel  and  modern  America  for  instance.     'Bond  servants'  may  be  slaves.     But   we  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  those  in  ancient  Israel  were  slaves,  because  'bondservice'  is  described  in 
Ihe  context  as  a  species  of  tribute— vide  1st  Kings  ix  20—22,  2d  Chron,  viii  7,  8,  9,  Ezra  ix  9. 
These  passages  and  many  others  that  may  be  cited,  prove,    that  the    'bond  servants'  spoken    of 
in  the  disputed  texts  might  have  been  tenants  or  tributaries,  but  not  personal  property  or  'goods 
and    chattels  personal'   as  the  perversions  maintain.     Besides,   the   regulations  made   for  the 
treatment  of  these  'bond  servants',   show  that  they  could  not  have  been  slaves  in  any  sense, 
A  mass  of  other  similar  comparisons  may  be  made  to  the  same  effect.     And  the  friends  of  the 
equality  of  Human  Rights,   unwilling  to  construe  the  Law  of  God   in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  contaadict  itself,  and  render  its  operation  nugatory  and  vain,  declare,  that  whatever  the 
effect  of  the  practice  of  buying  and  selling  vien  among  the  Hebrews   was,  it  could   not  have 
been  such  an  effect  as  that  produced  by  American  Slavery.     They  declare  such  a  perverse  con- 
struction  to  be  open  blasphemy. 

We  are  ourselves  familiar  by  report,  ^hh  certain  transactions,  called  in  common  parlance, 
sales  of  mm.  It  is  a  common  piactice  to  sell  (as  it  is  said)  poor  foreigners  to  pay  their  pas- 
sage money.  This  is  done  by  the  passengers  themselves,  who  being  too  poor  to  pay  money, 
agree  with  the  ship  owners  to  sell  or  contract  their  time  and  labor  on  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  their  passage  money.  So  paupers  are  sometimes  said  to 
be  sow  to  the  lowest  bidder  ,  that  is,  their  support  and  maintenance  are  sold.  So  venal 
politicians  are  sometimes  reproachfully  said  tc.  sell  themselves;  that  is,  to  sell  their  votes  and 
influence.  In  these  cases  nobody  supposes  the  persons  mentioned  to  be  sold  by  third  persons 
as  goods  and  chattels',  as  slaves.  The  sales  are  not  in  reality  of  men  though  so  called,  but 
of  labor,  maintenance  and  influence,  and  generally  for  humane,  just  and  good  purposes.  A 
critical  comparison  of  the  disputed  texts  with  the  context  also  shows,  that  the  sales  of  men 
mentioned  therein  were  for  similar  purposes,  and  were  attended  with  a  similar  effect. 

We  frequently  read  of  purchases  ai^d  sales  and  redemptions  of  people  in  the  Scriptures, 
which  trom  the  nature  of  their  objects  could  not  have  been  of  slaves.— vide  Gen.  xxix  15-29, 

oo'^'oI^'t^^,'  ^''"  '''''  ^""'  ''^''  ^'''  '"''''^  ^^'  ^^''-  ^-^^^  2-S.  Numb,  xviii  J5,'l6,  Deut.xxii 
28  29  Judg.  .  12,  13,  Ruth  iv  10,  1st  Sam.  xviii  25,  26,  27,  Hos,  ,ii  2.  Purchases  of  waives 
and  redemptions  of  children  and  other  persons  were  customary  among  the  Hebrews  And  m 
none  of  the  passages  quoted  or  in  the  context,  is  there  any  proof  that  the  persons  'bought'  or 
redeemed'  were  bargained  for  as  slaves.  The  wives  and  children  of  the  Hebrews  were  not 
Slaves  in  any  sense  whatever.  Nor  is  there  any  more  proof  from  ihe  Scriptures  that  the  He- 
brew s.rva«<,  were  slaves,  than  that  their  wives  and  children  were.  The  Bible  evidence  is  as 
1  shall  show,  all  directly  the  other  way. 

On  looking  iuto  the  Sacred  context,  we  find  there  were  two  modes  or  wavs,  ef  buying  and 
selhng  men  ;  the  one  voluntary  made  by  the  persons  bought  and  sold  themselves,  and  approved 
of  in  the  Scriptures ;  vide  Gen.  xLvii  19,  23,  and  other  passages  ;  and  to  which  practice  fre. 
Tl       Z"!c"^'"  '"/'''  Scriptures,  to  illustrate  different  subjects;  vide  Ist  Kings  .xxi 

2d  Pet'    if.O  ^"^l'"'       '    r-  '  ''  '"  ''  ^^'''-  ''  '"'   •^°''"    ^'''  ^''  ^°'"-  -    13,  16,   17,  18, 
Zlv  or      ^  "■'°""'"'  P^^^"'*"^'^   ("^^   P°of  Hebrews   sold   for  their   poverty, 

(vide  Ex.  xxi  2,  Lev.  xxv  39,  Deut.  x.  12,)  shows  that  their  sales  must  have  been  voluntary 
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because  Ihey  iliemselves  were  to  receive  wages  or  pay  for  lluir  services.  Compare  these  pa=. 
.ages,  Lev.  xxv  40,  49—53,  Deut,  xv  11—14,  x.viv  14,  15,  Jer  xxii  13.  Ma),  iii  5  Rlaves 
never  receive  wages,  because  tbcy  have  no  right  to  them.  The  texts  here  quoted,  clearly  show 
that  (ho  sales  they  mention  must  have  been  voluntary  as  well  as  liniitecJ,  T/ih-  fact  is  dea-h 
cstMished.  j  •■  . .  'j 

The  other  kind  of  human  sales  and  purchases  was  involuntayy  ],ko  tlial  of  our  slaves  bein? 
made  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the  person  sold,  he  himself  bein<.  no  party 
to  the  bargam  nor  receiving  any  part  of  the  reward  or  equivalent,— vide  Gen  sx.xvii  27  28 
36,  xxsix  I.  This  IS  represented  as  a  great  crime  and  therefore  obnoxious  to  =ore  punishment' 
vide  Gen.  xlii  21,  22.  This  must  have  been  the  crime  of  ^manslealing^  punish^-d  by  the  Law  of 
God  with  sure  death,  (Ex.  xxi  16,),  a  rule  recognized  and  approbated  in  the  Now  Tcstamen- 
(1st.  Tim.  1  10,),  from  the  nature  of  this  c.ime.  For  almost  the  only  object  of  stealivr  or  kid' 
nappmg  men  is  to  enslave  them  or  sell  them  to  be  enslaved  ;  for  usually  nobody  wilTbuv  one 
man  from  another  except  to  enslave  the  man  sold.  And  the  expressic^n  "Jound  in  his  kancV 
proves  that  slavenohhns  is  just  as  criminal  as  slavetrading  or  kidnapping.  It  is  only  a  contin 
ued  permanent  exerci.=e  of  the  crime  of  'man-stealing'.  In  the  case  cited  it  is  exnr-'sslv  called 
stealing;  comp.,.^  Gen  xxxvii  27.  28,  36,  xl  15,  and  Ex.  xxi  16.  And  the  punishment  of 
this  crnne  being  by  the  Law  of  God  the  same  as  the  punishment  of  murder  (De.ut  xxxv  30  ^ 
shows  that  in  the  sight  of  God  it  is  a  crime  of  e^ual  enornnty  ;  or,  as  great'a  crime'  as  murde. 
And  the  fact  that  the  rule  ig  approbated  in  the  New  Testament,  proves  that  it  is  as  heinous  a 
crime  now  as  it  was  at  fir.t.  For  we  must  remember,  that  Christ  came  not  to  abrogate  but 
to  lulfil  and  confirm  the  moral  law  in  the  strongest  manner,-vide  M-itt  v  17  i«  io  "r  i '  ■ 
17,  Rom.  i,i  31,  Gal.  hi  24,  i.«t  Pet  .  25.  Kor  is  it  any  objection  to  this  course '  Jf  rea'^omnr 
that. the  civil  penalties  annexed  to  breaches  of  the  moral  la  win  the  f  ev^finol  ^    i  .' 

.,  u„  ..pe„„,„„  or  c,,™..  c,,„..  ,s  .„  .„.  ..r  .„. ,..  f;:';;*:::r:r::i;:i' -,,7^;:': 

V  17,  18,  19,  Rom.  x  4,  Gal.  m  24),  but  not  for  guilt.     Under  the  ch-istian  d'  f        ti 

temporca  penalties  annexed  to  breaches  of  the  Divine  law,  ought  to  be  mP.icted  bTthatloral 
magistrate,- vido  Rom.  x.u  1.-5,  Tit-  hi  1,  l.t  Pet.  ii  14,   and  other  nnssale,      T-      *'"?."'^ 
or  Divme  penalties  willl  be  inflicted  as  before,  both  now'and  hereafter  -  fdTMat^vTs     .'9 
20,  Luke  XV.  17,  James  ft  19,   1st  Pet.  i  2.5,  and    other  passages       T/Ze-ZLl  l.,        ,'     ^ 
established.  I  »  s-      ^ 'i^-e  Jacls  are  also   charlif 

The  question  now  is,   under  which  of  these  two  modes  of  sales  of  hum-,.  K  •    .      j' w. 
Almighty  perm.t   the  purchases    of  the   heathen    -bona.nen^'  J^,   f.^^Zl^"^^^^^^^ 
falsely  translated,  (Lev.  xxv  44-^46,)  ,-    tbe  rigbt.ou.=,  humane  and  et  t  h     L,  ^        '  ^7 
..hich  He  expressly  enacted  for  His  own  people,  (and    He  is  no  r  spe  tt  ^f  ^    "      '  '"" 
ante  ;    and  has  enjoined  on  us  not  ^o  respect  the;ivide  Ex.  XX.ii  2     3    L  '     v'      ,".'  'r."  ' 
.  17,  xvi  19,  Ps.  Ixxxii  2.  Prov.  xxiv  23,  James  ii  9,),  or,  the  o   p/e.l^        L  ^^        ',''"'• 
mode  which  he  puni.hed  with  surede.thJ     I  do  not  'put  this  ;,:    i.T    ^;:::t;^^        '"IT 
be  any   doubt  in    the  mind   of  any  honest  unprejudiced  person  •    b      to   al         v  ,    u"  """^^ 
other  corruptionists    who    would   be   esteemed  rL«u.:  J  men.'  Fo     U         al/t     '      "   "1 
general  rule  of  construction,  that  all  constructions  shall  be  reasonable  [J  Z        J,    T'T 
justice  and  equity,-vide  1  Blac.  Com.  60,  61.     Now  wherrrnol  r     ,  ',     c        ^     " 

brew  Servitudes  approved  by  their  Almi.ht'y  Author  w^e  f  1 1  o  unUrvlim,  f  ^  ''^^■ 
not  know  that  the  ren.ainder  (with  one  exception)  were  of  any  ot  er  k.„  t  .  c  TT 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that    with    this   exception   they  were   aU  voluntarv       Th '        ,      ''"  ^. 

the  othe:^  '::::^^L^t:^z:z:r^^^^  '^- 

the  innocent  as  with  the  guilty.  No  honest  ml  „  \'^  ""'"^  '  ^"'  ^"'^  "'^^^'-  deals  with 
^,}^^t  iu-     I     .■  ■■,    ^""'>     ■^^^"°'"^^^'^^"' <=ertainly  no  reasonabe  man  can  hesitate  »n 

adopt  this  doctnne.     And  it  certainly  docs  'seem  as  -f  rmnr>  K„t  .  ncsitale  to 

person  could  believe  otherwise.  ^"*  '  '"^  '"'"'■"''^  °'  ^^'•>'  '^""^^"t 

th^^i^ti^S^^^S'iif '-f-tic^'^m  '--  -de  for 

i  ,  «.Kx  ur  oppress     strangers  ;  and  are  also  commanded  to  love  them.— 
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''Nolliing"  says  Mr.  Ratllun,  "could  be  a  inore  direct  viokitiori  oC these  statutes,  than  the  ptaclict 
of  such  slavery  as  exists  in  our  slaveholding  states.  Nothing  could  nuire  'vex  and  oppnss'  tlie 
stratiger  than  buch  bondage."  By  these  statutes  "to  defraud  the  stranger  of  a  single  day's  hihor 
[wages]  is  eel  doww  as  a  grievous  sin  ;  how  much  ■more  grievous,  si  ilie  sin  of  taking  from  him 
bodi  iiis  liberty  and  labor  fur  life  !"  This  reasoning  seems  conclusive  and  unanswerable  ;  and 
he  who  is  not  convicted  by  it  of  the  sinfulness  of  slavery,  ought  to  fear  tliat  he  is  incapable  of 
moral  eonvictiun, — vide  Rom.  i  28,  1st  Tim.  iv  2,  2d  Tim.   iii  7,  8,  Tit.  i  15,  16. 

But  there  is  yet  abur?dant  additio^ial  proof  that  the  Hebrew  servants  conld  not  have  been 
slaves,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  legal  rights  and  privileges  they  enjoyed  ;  for  slaves  wo 
should  remeiijbwi'  have  no  rights  or  privileges  vvhatever.  The  Hebrew  servants  'bought  with 
money'  were  circumcised  ps  adopted  sons.  Gen.  xvii  12,  13,  23,  27,  Ex.  xii  43--48.  They  had 
the  right  of  covenant  with  God,  Deut.  xxix  10,  13.  They  liad  the  same  right  to  the  passover  a^ 
the  other  Israelitf's  ;  though  other  servants  and  strangers  had  not,  Ex.  xii  44;  though  strangers 
miglit  have  it  if  tliey  would  become  circumcised  i.  d.  4b,  4t>;  and  all  other  servants  seem  to 
liave  had  a  right  to  the  otlu;r  feasts  :  Ex.  xxiii  10,  11,  12,  16,  IG,  Lev.  xxii  10,  11,  xxv  1,  6,  8, 
13,  Deut.  xii  10,  11,  12,  xvi  9 — 12,  13 — 17.  They  were  instructed  or  educated  :  Josh,  viii  33, 
3-5.  They  enjoyed  the  Sabbath  and  sabbath  privileges  ;  Ex.  xx  10,  Deut.  v  12--15.  They  ap- 
pear to  have  had  a  right  to  hold  property  and  iiave  servants  of  their  own, — Lev.  xxv  49,  1st 
Kin<'8  xvi  8,  2d  Sam.  ix  2,  10,  xvi  I.  Tliey  had  an  equality  in  religioud  worsiiip;  Deut.  xvi  9 — 
17.  They  were  governed  by  equal  laws  ;  Ex.  xii  49,  Deut.  xvi  18,  19,  Josh,  viii  33,  35,  2d  Kings 
xxiii  2,  2d  Cliron.  xxxiv  30.  They  might  be  heirs  to  their  masters, — Gen.  xv  3,  Prov.  xvii  2, 
Mark  xii  7.  They  exercised  the  highest  offices  ;  Gen.  xv  2,  xxiv  2,  IS,  32,  34,  54,  56,  2d  Kings 
V  20  2i  25  Prov.  xvii  9.  They  might  be  soldiers;  Gen.  xiv  14.  If  their  masters  abused 
them  to  the  extent  of  mayhem  they  were  set  free;  Ex.  xxi  26,  27.  They  married  into  their 
master's  families;  2d  Chron.  ii  34.  They  were  treated  with  respect;  1st  Sam.  ix  22,  «&c.  In 
short  a  critical  investigation  shows,  that  there  was  hardly  any  right  or  privilege  that  children 
wero'cntitled  to  in  Israel,  (vide  Gal.  iv  1,),  but  what  these  'bond  servants'  'bought  with  money' 
were  equally  entitled  to  by  the  Law  of  God.  The  existence  of  these  legal  rights  and  privileges 
proves  that  they  could  not  liave  been  'goods  and  chattels',  and  that  they  must  have  been  'bought' 
and  'sold'  for  seifanls  and  not  for  slaves.  It  certainly  requires  an  uncommon  degree  of  efiront- 
ery  to  pretend  in  the  face  of  such  proof  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Almighty  established  slaver?/ 
by  late  in  Israel ! 

I'hcrc  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  Hebrew  Servitudes  were  hereditary; 
as  ourslaverv  is.  The  'bond-service'  of  the  parents  never  attached  to  their  children.  All  Be- 
bran  servants  woie  freed  at  the  commencement  of  every  seventh  year  called  the  year  of  Release 

yjjg  Ex.  xxi  2    Deut.  xv  12;   and  all  servants  whatever  were  freed  at  the  commencensent  of 

every  fiftietii  year  called  the  Year  of  Jubilee ;  vide  Lev.  xxv  10.  It  has  been  conjectured  by 
some  that  before  the  enactment  of  the  Levitical  law,  there  was  a  species  of  mild  hereditary  sci- 
vitudo  nmon"  \.\\c  patriarchs,  the  phrase  'horn  in  the  house,'  being  supposed  to  favor  the  conjecture. 
'I'fe*  contexl^hovvever  furnishes  no  ground  to  warrant  this  mteipretation.  And  the  treatment 
these  servants  received  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  show  that  they  could  not  have  been 
slaves.  What  the  precise  relation  between  them  was,  does  not  clearly  appear  ;  but  the  whole 
context  "ocs  clearly  to  show,  that  it  was  any  thing  bnt  that  of  a  master  to  his  slaves.  Such  a  re- 
lation is°who!ly  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  Abraham  who  was  a  'preacher  of  righteous- 
ness' and  who  practised  all  the  christian  virtues  as  his  history  shows.  The  whole  story  as  told 
in  Genesis  i)roves,  that  the  relation  was  much  nearer  that  of  a  father  to  his  children,  or  of  a  iiu- 
manc  guardian  to  his  grateful  and  alfectianate  wards,  than  that  of  a  tyrannical  master  to  his  sullen, 
crin^in"  slaves.  As  a  spociiirtti,  see  Gen.  xiv  14.  Our  southern  patriarchs  would  hardly  dare 
to  imtUo  soldiers  of  their  human  cattle.  ,       .     , 

And  this  leads  me  to  a  consideration  of  the  Uses  of  Qonjccture.  It  is  well  known  to  classical 
scholars  that  all  ancient  hooks  contain  numerous  passages  whose  meaning  is  so  obscure,  owing 
chieflv  to  our  loss  of  the  knowledge  of  ancient  manners  and  customs,  that  critics  Jiave  no  resource 
left  to'elucidate  their  probable  meaning  but  conject2tre,  cr,  guessing  at  their  meaning;  and  that 
annotations  and  commentaries  on  almost  every  ancient  author  are  full  of  these  critical  conjectures. 
And  provided  such  conjectures  be  agreeable  to  analogy  and  therefore  probable,  no  reasonable 
objection  can  be  raised  against  them.  Even  infidels  cannot  reasonably  object  to  their  us«,  be- 
cause they  are  as  often  com[)elled  to  resort  to  conjeclare  in  argument  as  others;  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  often  contrary  to  analogy.  By  the  help  of  this  reasonable  license,  Mr.  Dickey  has  giv- 
en the' most  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  probable  nature  of  the  relation  that  Abraham  sustain- 
ed towards  his  servants  'born  in  his  house'  that  I  have  seen.  Ho  contends,  that  as  Abraham 
was  a  prophet  while  he  was  living  in  Haran,  (Gen.  xi  31),  lie  diligently  instructed  his  neigh- 
bors in  the  truths  of  religion,  and  through  the  Divine  blessing  7uade  many  disciples.  lie  be- 
came a  snisitual  father  to  them  and  they  wore  dear  as  children  to  him.  And  that  they  became 
so  attached  to  him  that  they  would  not  leave  him,  and  when  he  left  Horan  (Gen.  xii  5,)  ho  took 
all  the  'souls  he  had  gotten'  there,  that  is,  all  the  converts  he  had  made  to  his  religion  along  with 
him.  That  Abraham  being  a  prin-.o  and  needing  a  large  retinue,  these  converts  composed  his 
household   and   served    lain  for  reasonable  wages,   and   were  in  this  the  Old  Testament  scuee 
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%<yiigkl  [i.  G.  hirnd]  imikA/h-nhfim's  money'  (Gen.  xvii  13,  If!,)  '^f  /hr  scran n-ei-'  (i  ,|  07  ■> 
that  IS,  in  She  country  of  Haran.  This  conjecture  is  -really  eorrohoratu.]  hy''(he'ra"t  ll'rU  the 
context  shows,  that  volunlary  sales  of  men  do  in  llio  Old  Testament  lancun»p  moan  sales  of 
tiie.r  --■miccs  or  revenues;  vide  Gen.  xlvii  19,  23,  2G.  Mr.  Diciccy  supposes  th'o  ^'^cn.-ants  born 
n,Ahraha',u's  house -{Gen.  xvii  12,  13,  23,  27,)  were  .ho  children  of  Abral^am's  first  cortens 
xvho  raised  up  families  while  in  his  service  and  educated  them  in  the  knowledtrc  and  nrartice  of 
Iho  true  religion.  _  Mr.  D.  argues  with  the  greatest  lea.on,  that  this  is  the  only  cnnf^tniclion  that 
can  be  given  consistent  with  Abraham's  recorded  character  fbr  tnsticc  ;  vide  Gen.  xviii  li)  That 
a  man  who  was  so  scrupulous  in  this  respect,  that  he  would  not  partake  of  the  least  plunder  ob- 
tained in  war;  (vide  Gen.  xiv  22,  23,),  would  of  all  men  be  the  least  likely  to  kidnap  and  en- 
slave  men;  and  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  the  'Father  of  the  faithful'  would  keep  «laves  at 
work  with  long  whips  wielded  by  sava-?e  overseers,  feeding  them  on  a  peck  of  corn  a  week  or 
exhibiting  conduct  in  any  ether  respect  resembling  that  of  our  modern  slaveholders.  I  think  so 
too.  What  an  idea,— to  imagine  the  'Father  of  the  fiithful'  who  'talked  with  God'  buyi.iu-  cell- 
ing,  threatening,  starving,  torturing  his  slaves,  forbiddinic  them  to  read  the  word  of  life  or'prac- 
tise  the  cornmon  duties  of  religion,  amalgamating  with  the  females,  soiling  perhaps  his  own 
children,  and  committing  the  long  list  of  penal  atrocities,  for  which  the  vilest  criminals  are  'sub- 
jected to  feiotiiouF  punishment,  in  all  countries  where  just  laws  prevail ;   and  liko  some  of  our 

a  uu '""u^"''' «n  •■'•,  ^"^  '"°  ""''  ^^"'"S  ^'•■'^■'^s  o"  ^veek  days,  and  preadiing  righteousness  on  the 
Sabbath  !      What  honest  man  believes  in  this  character  of  father  Abraham?    " 

And  if  these  views  be  correct,  what  blasphemy  is  it  to  comparo  our  slaveholders  with  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  and  with  God's  ancient  chosen  covenant  people.  The  Arabs,  tho  Turks  the 
Buccanoers  and  other  robbers  and  pirates,  will  bear  the  comparison  better.  Think  of 'slavehold- 
ers being  'a  holy,  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works'  1— -Deiit.  xiv  2,  Tit.  ii  14.  And  ihink 
too  of  the  blasphemous  pretence  of  bringing  iho  slaves  from  Africa,  to  enjoy  gospel  li<rhl  and 
privileges,  and  the  blessmgs  of  Christianity  that  are  to  be  found  on  slave  plantations  ;   wht 
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It  would  be  nearly  as  proper  to  pretend  to  gospel  light  and  blessings  in  hell  ;  and  when  every 
body  knows,  that  the  only  motive  which  ever  supported  the  slave  trade  was  the  profit  of  the 
kidnappers,  slavetraders  and  slaveholders.  No  other  motives  were  ever  enlisted  in  the  sales 
find  purchases  ofslavcs,  than  in  those  of-catlle,  horses  and  other  brute  animals. 

It  is  insisted  by  some,  that  the  Israelites  actually  did  in  some  cases  practice  slavish  bondage. 
They  certainly  did  in  one  case,  as  a  commutation  0/ the  jmnishment  of  death  expressly  commanded 
by  God,— vide  Deut.  vii  1,  2,  Josh,  ix  27.     And  because  this  commutation  was  exceeded    the 
nation  waa  afterwards  punished;   vide  2d  Sam.  xxi  1,  2.     And  when  the   nation    degener.ated 
became  corrupt' a«ri  broke  the  Levitical  law,  (vido  Lev.  xxv  35,  3f),  Deut,  xv  7  )    they  sometimes 
did  the  same  thing;   vide  1st  Kings  xii  10,  II,  2d  Kings  iii  1,  2,  3,  iv  1,  &c.,  Neh.  v  1     13    and 
other  passages.     But  even  in   the  most  degenerate  times  of  tho  nation,  thcre'was  no   slave'mar- 
ket  for  the  'bond-servants'  in  Israel.     For  on  a  particular  occasion  when  such  a  market  was  at- 
tempted to  be  opened,  tho  people  at  the  remonstrance  of  a  prophet,  revolted  at  it    and  restored 
the  captives  with  presents,  vide  2d  Chron.  xxvili  6,  1.5.     It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  Isi-a- 
ehteswere  surrounded  by  heathen  nations,  who  practised  all  manner  of  abominations,    human 
oppression  among  the  rest;   and  as  the  Israelites  were  chosen  to  preserve  the  true  reli"i'on    they 
were  expressly  forbidden  all  contact  with  these  abominations,  under  the  severest  penafties';  vide 
Lev.  xviu  24,  25,  Dout.  ix  4.     See  the  awful  denunciations  for  the  neglect  or  breach  of  the  mor- 
al law  HI  Lev.  xxvi  14,  39,   and  Deut.  xxviii  1.5,  QS.     But  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  these     (U) 
terrible  regulations,  the  people  wero   prone  to  the  sins  of  the  neighboring   heathen,  and    some-     ^^ 
times  relapsed  into  idolatry  and  other  heinous  crimes  ;   and  when  they  did  so  thoy  vjcre  punished 
accordingly;  vido  2d  Kings  xxiv  8,  20,  xxv  1,  11,  &.c.,  2d  Chron.  xii  1,  4,  xxi  G,  19,xxiv  17 
25,  xxxvi  14,  21,  and  many  other  instances.  ' 

The  existence  of  tho  Servitudes  among  the  Israelites,  presented  a  most  tempting  occasion  for 
the  practice  of  oppression,  to  those  rich  Israelites  who  had  the  power  ovor  their  poorer  brethren: 
which  was  probably  the  reason  why  God  so  severely  threatened  the  commission  of  this  sin  — 
vide  Ex  xxij  22,  27,  Lev.  xix  13,  Deut.  xv  9,  xxiv  *5,  So  far  from  sanctioning  or  conniving 
at  any  thing  like  slavish  oppression  in  Israel,  tho  most  special  and  effectual  regulations  were 
provided  in  tho  Levitical  code,  to  guard  against  it;  and  special  provisions  were  inserted  for  tho 
benefit  of  tho  poor,  tho  fatherless  and  the  afflicted,- vide  Ex.  xxii  25,  26  27  Lev  xix  9  10 
xxiii  22,  Deut.  xxiv  6,  10,  13,  19,  21.  And  to  render  the  observance  of  these 'humane  and  ex- 
cellent regulations  the  more  effectual,  the  people  were  reminded  of  their  own  bitter  experience 
of  slavish  oppression,  as  the  strongest  incentive  to  induce  them,  to  show  mercy  and  kindness  to 
the  poor,— vido  Deut.  xvi  12,  xxiv  Ig,  22,  and  several  other  passages.  Nevertheless,  the  rich 
Jsraclites  wero  for  the  reasons  already  given,  extremely  prone  to  neglect  and  break  the  laws 
against  oppression;  and  prophets  were  from  time  to  time  commissioned  and  sent  to  them  to 
threaten  and  reform  ihem,  especially  from  the  sin  rf  oppression  ;  vidaNeh.  v  1— 13,  Jer.  vii  1—7, 
xxn  1— 9,  16,  17,  Eze.  xxii  1—13.  The  common  lavtr  is  greatly  praised  for  its  benevolent  care 
ot  the  poor  and  afflicted,  and  in  that  respect  is  probably  the  most  perfect  hiinan  code  that  ever 
existed.     But  it  falls  vastly  short  of  the  Levitical  law,  in  tender  regard  for  tho  welfare  of  the    • 
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poor  and  in  the  stnctnoss  of  ,M  provisions  for  ti.e  prevention  of  all  tho.e  various  oppressions 
lo  w  ucl.  they  are  m  Imble.  Ihe  Lev.tical  law  is  in  fact  in  its  whole  frame  and  structure  ad- 
tnirably  aaap.ed  to  the  prcventwji  of  every  species  of  tyrannv.  It  utteily  forbids  all  respect  to 
persons  in  judg.nerit,-v,de  Lx.  xxiii  2,  3,  Lev.  xix  15,  Deut.  i  17,  xvi  19,  xxvii  19.  No  hu- 
man code  will  at  all  compare  with  it  in  the  perfection  of  Us  equity.  Yet  stran-e  and  horrible  to 
tell,  this  very  code  ,s  at  the  present  tune,  ui  a  christian  nation  boasting  of  its  knowledge,  refine- 
ment and  h.ph  privileges,  brought  forward  and  quoted  in  ju.tification  of  the  Slackest  a^id  blood- 
iest system  ot  tyrannical  oppression  that  ever  existed  uvjder  heaven  I  ' 

So  particularly  pointed  was  the  Levitical  la'v  against  human  oppression,  that  the  mere  volun- 
ary  escape  of  a  servant  from  his  m.ster  was  deemed  to  be  sufficient  presumptive  evidence,  that 
he  had  been  oppressed  m  his  master  s  service,  and  that  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  his  fr^n  lorn, 
-v.da  Deut.  xxu.  Id,  16.  No  other  law  ever  guarled  the  rights  aud  safety  of  servants  with  so 
much  and  such  jealous  care,-v<de  Ex.  xxi  26,  27.  It  should  be  remaiked  of  the  principal  case 
here  quoted,  that  the  servant  could  not  be  subjected  to  servitude  again  after  his  escape,  witho-f 
l.is  own  consent  He  was  to  dwell  in  any  place  he  liked  which  he  should  choose.  This  fact 
shows  that  the  Israelites  vvere  obl.gsd  to  protect  fugitive  slaves  from  the  surroilnding  nations, 
even  at  the  peril  of  war.  fhis  law  is  the  spnit  of  the  whole  Bible  ;  vide  Ps.  xxxi  8  Isa  xv 
3.  4,;  and  the  violation  of  it  violates  that  *pint;  vide  Oba.  10-15.  Some  contend  tha  this  law 
was  made  for  the  exclusive  beneht  of /..«,>«  fugitive  slaves.  But  th.ro  is  no  prcund  for  this 
nol,«n  The  generality  c(  the  words  proves  that  it  was  intended  for  all  servants  alike,  domestic 
as  well  as  foreign.  Ihere  is  no  room  for  exclusive  construction.  Were  such  a  provision  to  be 
inserted  into  all  our  slave  codes,  slavery  would  not  exist  a  ruonthiu  any  part  oflho  United  States. 
Ihis  19  the  way  the  Levitical  law  sanctioned  slavery  !  """-vb- 

And  ,vct  strange  to  relate  that  very  conduct  in  sei'vants  which  by  the  Levitical  law  entitled 
them  to  freedom.  IS  by  the  slave  law.  and  customs  of  a  professedly  christian  country,  held  to  bo 
one  of  the  greatest  offences  which  a  slave  can  commit,  and  condemns  him  to  the  most  cruel  pun- 
shment  and  still  more  rigorous  bondage  !  No  crime  in  a  slave  is  so  great  in  the  view  of  a  slave 
holder,  as  that  of  running  away  from  his  master,  though  to  avoid  the  greatest  possible  oppression. 
We  are  commanded  in  h.  Scriptures  to  love  and  assist  our  fellow  min,  and  take  their  part  when 
wronged  and  oppressed ;  yet  if  a  slave  assist  a  fellow  slave  to  flee  from  bondage,  he  1.  ^3ld  to 
be  guilty  of  a  great  crime.  And  as  i/  the  outrages  of  slave  laws  on  the  Law  of  God,  were  not 
alone  sufTiciently  wicked  the  lau  .  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  some  of  the  free  ;tates,  pre- 
^Ar,  4  "^  .  Tf  ^>'""'''/^^"y-,«.'  a  constructive  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
(Art.  4,  Sec    2,),  arc  made  au.v.liunes  in  the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  offence ' 

Had  real  slavery  existed  m  the  Hebrew  nation,  by  virtue  of  the  Levitical  law  ha  practice  ef- 
fects and  consequences  would  have  similar  to  those  now  existing  in  our  slaves  states,  and  as 
Uiey  umformly  have  existed  in  all  slave  countries.  But  we  have^iot  the  slightest  trace  of  any 
account  .n  the  Liblc,  so  lon^r  as  ihe  Israelites  obsen,cd  that  law,  of  any  such  atrocities  and  cruel 
ties  in  .hat  nation  as  are  fitly  denominated  the  "Horrors  of  Slavery^  I^ts  o  J  .vhei  Tey 
broke  the  Imo  ih.i  they  practised  human  oppression.  As  has  been" shown,  all  manner  of  in  us 
t.ce  a.K  cruelty  towards  the  Israel.tish  servants  was  strictly  forbidden  by  the  Divine  law  ;  which 
prohibition  the  Almighty  would  not  have  enacted,  had  He  intended  to  establish  real  slavery  as 
jt  e.x.sts  in  the  United  States.  The  fact  that  He  jealously  guarded  the  natura  rights"  fseJ^Int 
/J^«  ffr'n^  h'?  I'  ^''^,  P"'P-«  P'°^'«--  'hat  though  He  established  several  mild^dnds  of  J';  - 
tude  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  servants  themselves,  He  most  elfectually  prohibited  every  thing 
like  slavery  of  any  description.  *  ^'oj/  uuug 

Slavery  like  other  Tyranny  is  not  a  crime  against  the  Law  of  God  or  the  common  law  bu 
thutnamc  The  reatment  which  the  Hebrews  received  from  the  Egyptians,  though  far  less  op^ 
pressive  than  that  which  our  slaves  receive,  (vide  Ex.  i  11-14,  ii  23,  v  7-10  )  was  yet  of?he 
same  nature  so  far  as  it  went,  with  that  whicJi  all  real  slaves  receive;  and  was  so  great  a  sn  is 
to  be  punishable  with  ten  severe  plagues  on  the  whole  Egyptian  nali;n.  amoi'g  wh  ch  was  the 
destruction  ot  all  their  firstborn  and  in  the  conclusion  tlfe  destruction  of  their  Idng  and  arrnv 
This  treatment  is  expressly  called  -oppression"  in  the  Scriptures,  (Ex.  i  1-M  ",!  9  L  W  ii 
6,).  which  ,t  would  not  have  been,  unless  it  were  to  denou.ee  it  as  i«„.  ^Oppression'  of  evi  v 
description.  IS  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  Bible,  denounced  as  a  greafsin  -v^de  Deu  xxvi  7 
2d  Kings  x„i  4  Job  XXXV  9,  Pe.  xii  5.  IxxiiS,  cxix  134,  Eccl.  v  8,  vii  7  Eze  xxii  7  29  Zenh* 
HI  1  Zech.  IX  8,  and  numerous  other  passages  equally  plain.  And  this  great  sin  as  the  contevi 
of  almost  every  quotation  shows,  was  punish'ed  l^.  all  manne  of  %dfcir;eyerit'es  eve. 
slaughter  and  death.  No  doctrine  can  be  plainer  t!,an  thie.  -Man-stealing"  also,  or  he  mod 
ern  cnme  ef  kidnapping  and  involuntary  sales  of  men,  is  the  highest  degree  of  human  opn  e.Tion 
the  c\\T,":rnaltv  i  -St'  r-^r  "''' V  V^^''  ''^"'  •  "'''  »^-'-  --^'  '■  This'tanr'^e'  ex  ep't 
r«X,E.?;  ulnlZlT'''  'f'-r'^S'^  '  ^-  ^"^  '^  i»  remarkable  that  the  Greek  wor^^l 
oS^r^T  slave  '"^/A^,  "/«a/i-5/.«Zcr5     in  the  passage  quoted  from  1st  Timothy,  means  slave- 

SX»  kno  V  ■    Thl  ;         I    """'^  r  ""''^  "'""  "  '^"^^  ^lave-traders  or  kidnappers     as  all  Greek 
L  r   xTiv  17  21  -Nuff  xxxv^^o'^sl*^"  was  no  more  than  death,  by  thel^evitical  law;  vide 
xiv,i/,^j,     i\umb.  XXXV,  30,— Slavery  therelore,  by  the  names  oi' 'hard  bondage'  'opprcs- 
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lion'  and  ' men  sttaling'  is  aa  great  a  crime  as  tnnrder,  by  the  express  words  of  tha  Law  of  Go<J. 
And  it  is  remarkable  also,  that  the  ' oppressio7is'  of  the  Hebrews  were  inflicted,  according  to 
law, — vide  Ex.  i  9,  10,  11,  v  5—9.  And  it  was  for  customary  ■oppression',  tiiat  the  Israelites 
were  so  often  threatened  and  punished.  Most  people  argue  on  the  abolition  question,  as  if  Ze- 
galized  crimes  became  just  and  sacred  rights,  and  entitled  to  respect  as  such  ;  tliat  is,  if  they  can 
«in  according  to  laio,  they  have  a  just  right  to  sin.  Yet  it  was  for  such  sins  and  such  only,  that 
80  many  nations  have  been  destroyed  by  (jod's  exterminating  judgments  1  This  t.jrrihle  fact 
ought  to  be  Iieeded,  as  a  sure  warning  of  the  certain  doom  of  our  own  country,  if  the  giaiit  sin 
of  slavery  be  not  repented  of  and  abandoned. 

The  canscrfimces  of  slavery  show  that  it  is  as  great  a  crime  as  murder.  It  produces  a  living 
death;  for  what  is  life  worth  deprived  of  its  blessings  and  enjoyments?  Multitudes  of  slaves 
have  actually  preferred  dentil  to  slavery.  And  death  was  deciared  by  our  ancestors,  to  bo  \ha 
best  lot  of  the  two  conditions.  Slavery  dejjrives  men  of  liie  'key  of  knowledge',  and  of  tha 
means  of  securing  their  future  happiness  ;  it  subjects  them  to  the  infliction  of  the  greatest  possi- 
ble cruelties  of  every  description,  as  already  stated,  which  frequently  render  deatl)  a  blessing; 
it  destroys  all  the  peace  and  happiness  of  tiie  slaves,  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  leaves  therri 
without  all  rational  hope  both  now  and  hereafter.  Il  is  hardly  less  destructive  to  the  masters 
than  to  the  shivRs  It  demoralizes  and  corrupts  them  to  tiie  lowest  degree.  It  makes  them  all 
unprincipled  tyrants,  and  renders  tiiem  the  very  worst  members  of^nciety.  Slaveholders  im- 
bibe from  the  practice  of  slavery,  the  most  arbitrary,  domineering,  dictatorial,  insolent  and  ca- 
?ricious  dispositions,  always  at  war  witii  the  rights  of  others  and  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity, 
t  makes  them  all  idlers  and  spend-thrifts,  and  renders  them  savage  in  a  civilized  country.  Il 
generates  all  other  crimes  and  makes  their  perpetration  necessary,  as  before  stated.  It  impov- 
erishes the  country  that  tolerates  it,  and  invokes  upon  it  the  just  vengeance  of  Heaven.  Neither 
the  practice  of  murder  or  any  o'iier  crime,  can  produce  any  worse  effects  than  these. 

Slavery  not  only  contradicts  the  whole  spirit  and  genius  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  mantier  al- 
ready shown,  but  is  a  direct  breach  of  two  commands  in  the  Decalogue,  the  eighth  and  tiie  tenth. 
That  stealing  of  every  description  is  a  crime  punishable  in  all  cases  by  the  Law  of  God.  1  need 
not  quote  passages  to  prove.  Slavery  the  highest  degree  of  it  by  the  name  ot' 'man  stealing',  is 
as  we  have  seen,  punishable  with  its  highest  civil  penalty,  death.  But  slavery  is  an  express 
breach  of  the  tenth  commandment.  Hardly  any  sin  is  denounced  with  greater  severity  in  tha 
Bible,  than  that  of  covetousness,—\\de  Ex.  xx  17,  Deut.  v  21,  Josh,  vii  21  Sf-c.  Ps.  x  3,  Isa.  Ivii 
17,  BTic.  ii  2.  Heb.  ii  9,  12,  Mark  vii  22,  Luke  xii  15,  Acts  v  1—10,  Horn,  i  29,  vii  7,  xiii  9, 
•1st  Cor.  V  10,  11,  vi  10,  Eph.  v  5,  Col.  iii  5,  2d  Tim.  ii  2.  Covetousness  is  a  greedy  desire  of 
the  just  property  and  rights  of  others  ;  and  besides  destroying  the  peace  of  him  who  harbors  the 
sin'in  his  heart,  :t  is  apt  beyond  almost  any  other  sin,  to  allure  him  into  dishonest  and  criminal 
practises,  to  gratify  .''"s  criminal  desires.  The  Law  of  G-d,  wiiich  is  the  most  searching  and 
effectual  of  all  laws,  (vide  Ps.  xix  7,  &c.,  Rom.  vii  22,  Heb.  iv  12,),  therefore  cuts  the  root  of 
it,  by  forbidding  all  covetous  desires.  Now  the  whole  system  and  practice  of  slavery,  is  founded 
on  this  very  sin.  The  command  is,  ''Thou  shalt  not  covet  [greedily  desire]  ....,,.  any  thing 
-that  is  thy  nei^^hhor' s" .  Dy  the  Law  of  God,  every  person  is  (under  God)  his  own  owner;  tlie 
owner  of  his  own  body,  limbs  and  faculties ;  the  owner  of  his  own  time,  industry,  strength  and 
skill  ;  the  owner  of  his  own  wife  and  children  ;  the  owner  of  his  own  Rights,  his  Security,  hia^ 
Xiberty,  his  Property,  ^c. ;  all  as  the  gift  of  liis  Maker,  as  has  been  clearly  shown.  Novv- - 
slavery  usurps  all  these,  plunders  the  slaves  of  them,  and  devotes  them  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
masters,  out  of  a  greedy  and  criminal  desire  to  possess  and  use  them  ;  or,  simply  out  of  covetous- 
ness. Some  corruptionists  to  support  slavery  have  suggested,  that  as  'nien-servar/ts'  and  'maid- 
servants', are  mentioned  in  the  same  connexion  with  'oxen'  and  'asses'  in  the  tenth  command-' 
ment,  the  owner  must  have  sustained  the  same  relation  to  the  servants,  that  ha  did  to  these 
beasts.  But  .as  we  have  abundantly  proven,  that  none  of  these  'servofits'  could  be  slaves  by 
virtue  of  the  Law  of  God,  and  as  'wives'  are  also  mentioned  in  iho  g^me  connexion  there  is  not 
much  danger  that  this  contemptible  perversion,  will  gain  eitonsive  allowance. 

The  perversions  of  passages  of  the  New  Testament,  forged  to  sustain  slavery,  are  much  less 
numerous  than  those  which  have  been  noticed;'  and  it  would  be  a  sufficient  answer 
to  the  whole  of  them,  testate,  that  Christ,  and  his  apostles  the  compilers  of  that  volume,  have  in 
numerous  instances,  directly  condemned  ail  human  oppression,  as  a  sin  of  the  first  magnitude, 
as  the  numerous  passages  quoted  in  this  lecture  will  show  ;  and  that  the  whole  spirit  of  the  New 
Testament,  breathes  nothing  but  perfect  liberty,  both  temporal  and  spiritual;  vide  John  viii  32, 
Rom.  yiii  15—21,  Gal.  v  1,  Heb.  ii  15,  and  numerous  other  passages  of  similar  import.  It  is 
impossible  that  any  part  of  such  a  book,  should  have  been  intended  to  justify  slavish  oppression. 
Temporal  slavery  directly  and  necessarily  produces  spiritual  bondage,  the  very  evil  tiio  Gospel 
was  sent  to  eradicate. 

Christ  expressly  declared  that  he  did  not  cnme  as  a  temporal  lawgiver.  The  objects  of  his 
mission  were,  to  fulfil  the  old  dispensation,  introduce  a  new  one,  exhibit  a  perfect  example,  and 
proclaim  ^eneraZ  rulsa,  adapted  to  particular  conduct  in  all  cases,  public  as  well  as  private^  and 
to  the  fabrication  of  la'ii's  end  cuiloms  among  tha  rest.     When  thora.'bre,  be  ot*  his  folio  wer'a  th« 
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New  Testament  eompiUrs,  condemned  injustiea  and  opptession  in  general  terms,  they  meant  of 
course  every  species  of  them,  and  most  of  all,  the  highest  de;;ree  of  them — slavery.  Now  the 
New  Testament  is  every  vvliere  full  of  this  direct  condemnatic  ->  A  great  number  of  vicious 
and  criminal  practises,  are  not  condem  >  ^  1  hy  name  in  the  New  Testament;  such  for  instance  at 
counterfeiting,  forgery,  arson,  theatres,  gambling  and  a  hundred  others.  But  whoever  suppose! 
that  these  and  all  other  wicked  practices,  are  notstrictly  condemped  by  thespirit  if  not  the  letter 
of  the  New  Testament,  as  well  as  the  Old,  must  be  really  or  designedly  ignorant  of  both.  Every 
Bpecies  of  vicious  and  destructive  practices,  ire  strictly  forbidden,  hy  the  plain  spirit  of  the  New 
Testament,  Look  at  the  following  passages,  Rom.  xii  9,  17,  18,  19,  xiii  13,  xiv  16 — 19,  1st 
Thess.  iv  12,  v  22,  and  a  hundred  other  passages,  collectively  forbidding,  every  evil  and  destruc- 
tive practice.  It  is  wonderful  that  in  the  face  of  sucii  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  should  ever 
have  been  pretended,  that  any  part  of  the  New  Testament  sanctioned  slavery. 

The  phrase  'bought  with  a  price  &c.',  (1st  Cor.  vi  20,),  has  been  basely  perverted  to  mean 
slave  purcliases;  whereas  the  purchases  hero  symbolically  alluded  to,  are  those  of  persons  in 
'bondage',  ransomed  to  become /rcc/wen,  instead  of  Slaves.  Such  is  the  plain  spirit  and  mean- 
ing of  the  whole  context;  vide  Jnhn  viii  36,  Acts,  xx  28,  Rom.  vi  18,  22,  1st  Cor.  vii  22,  23, 
Gal.  iii  13,  Heb.  ix  12,  1st  Pet.  i  18,  19,  Ilev.  v  9,  and  numerous  other  passages.  Ransomed 
persons  never  become  the  'property'  of  their  ransomcrs.  The  mode  of 'ransom'  was  a  type  of 
freedom  instead  of  slavery.  Christians  are  'redeemed'  from  net  into  'bondage'.  Christ  re- 
deemed or  ransomed  them,  to  be  his  willing  servants,  (not  unwilling  slaves),  by  the  'purchase 
of  his  blood.'  Yet  this  blasphemous  and  despicable  perversion,  has  been  gravely  employed  by 
elaveholding  divines  and  other  corruptionists,  to  justify  the  most  absolute  and  cruol  slavery,  both 
spiritual  and  temporal !  And  the  use  of  it  pioves,  that  as  slavery  is  one  of  the  greatest  ofcrim«8, 
so  it  can  only  be  supported,  by  the  agency  of  crimes  of  equal  enormity. 

The  Greek  word  for  'slaves'  is  "andrapoda" ,  and  for 'slavehofdcrs'  "andrapodistai",  the  re- 
lation between  whom  is  nowhere  regulated  in  the  New  Testament.  It  is  simply  condemned  by 
reference  and  classification,  in  1st  Tim.  i  10,  The  wicked  relations  of  men,  such  as  those  of 
criminals  to  their  victims,  are  nowhere  reg-jlated  in  the  Bible.  The  relatione  of  murderers, 
thieves,  robbers,  &c.,  towards  tiieir  victims,  are  not  at  all  sanctioned  in  this  way.  They  ar» 
simply  condemned  and  forbidden  as  sins ;  and  those  are  threatened  with  sure  punishment  who 
persist  in  them.  The  Biblo  doctrine  is,  to  destroy,  not  to  attempt  to  meliorate,  slavery  and  other 
crimes  ;  simply  because  they  are  incapable  of  melioration.  The  behaviour  of  persons  subjected 
to  wicked  relations,  is  frequently  regulated  in  the  Scriptures;  vide  Ez.  vi  10,  Jer,  xxix  7,  Matt,  v 
39,  44,  Rom,  xii  14,  20,  1st  Tim,  ii  2,  1st  Pet  ii  20,  and  various  other  passages.  But  the  rela- 
tions themselves  are  never  regulated,  becnase  they  are  sinful  relations.  I  have  but  little  doubt 
tut  that  the  'servants  under  the  yoke'  (1st  Tim.  vi  1,  2,),  were  real  slaves.  But  mark  the  di- 
lection.  The  relation  itself  is  not  approved.  No  direction  is  given  to  the  master  in  this  case. 
He  is  not  licensed  to  hold  slaves,  any  more  than  the  striker  to  smite  the  'other  cheek'.  On  the 
contrary,  the  'servants'  are  directed  totcrminat.?  Uie  relation  if  they  can;  if  not,  to  enduro  it  pa- 
tiently: vide  1st  Cor,  vii  21,  The  direction  in  this  passage  is  applicable  to  the  case  of  slaves,  if 
to  any.  And  if  it  be  the  duty  of  the  slave  to  obtain  his  freedom,  it  must  be  the  corresponding 
duty  of  his  master  to  give  it  to  him.  The  duty  of  christian  submission  to  ill  treatment,  is  a  duly 
injured  persons  owe  to  God,  not  to  their  oppressors. 

The  Greek  words  for  'servants'  ara  "doiiloi"  and  "oiketai" ,  and  for  'masters'  "kurioi"  and 
"despotai'\  which  are  always  used  in  the  New  Testament,  to  express  the  same  relation,  that  our 
words  'master'  and  'servant'  are.  Thus  St.  Paul  was  not  a  slave  in  any  sense,  though  he  style* 
himself 'a  servant'  and  Christ  his  master,  as  the  other  apostles  did, — vide  Luke  ii  29,  Acts,  ii  18, 
Rom.  i  1,  Phil,  i  1,  Tit.  i  1,  James  i  1,  »Src.  Nor  is  the  word  'servant'  ever  used  in  the  New 
Testament,  in  any  slavish  sense  whatever;  that  is,  no  slavish  directions  or  injunctions  are  ever 
given  in  connection  with  it.  The  necessary  and  beneficial  relation  of  master  and  servant,  in  ita 
ordinary  sense,  i»  approved  of  in  all  pnrts  of  the  Bible,  and  ample  general  directions  are  given 
for  its  good  regulation;  yide  Eph.  vi  5—9,  Col.  iii  29,  iv  1,  Tit.  ii  9,  1st  Pet,  ii  18,  and  other 
passages.  These  directioijo  .ire  so  pure  and  excellent,  that  it  cannot  be  reasonably  supposed 
they  were  intended  to  regulate  slafpri/.  For  if  they  were  they  must  havBydcfeated  their  own  in- 
tentions; for  if  they  be  strictly  followed,  ihey  will  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  relation!  The 
simple  directions  given  in  Eph,  vi  9,  Col,  W  l,  and  Philcm,  16,  if  strictly  obeyed  by  all  slave- 
holders, would  put  an  end  to  slavery  in  a  day  I  There  is  not  the  slightest  proof  that  Onesimus 
was  a  slave.  Ho  might  have  been  a  servant  of  any  other  kind,  and  yet  wronged  his  master  or 
employer.  And  the  c!irections  of  th'^  i;)o;tle  to  Philemon  show,  that  ma'fers  ought  never  to 
treat  their  servants,  as  slaves  are  usually  treated.  According  to  the  spirit  of  the  epistle,  all 
servants  should  bo  treated  like  brethren.  It  is  curious  that  the  case  in  Matt,  xviii  23 — 34,  should 
have  been  considered  as  that  of  a  slave;  for  a  slave  can  no  more  'owe'  his  master,  than  a  horse 
or  a  piece  of  furniture  can.  It  was  a  simple  allusion,  to  the  sale  of  an  insolvent  debtor,  under 
the  harsh  and  oppressive  laws  of  the  Roman  Empire  ;  not  under  the  Law  of  God.  I  might  pro- 
ceed to  notice  some  other  minor  perversions,  but  the  foregoing  are  amply  sufficient.  None  of 
them  will  influence  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  spirit  of  the  Bibls,  and  are  deiiroas  to 
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regulate  their  owa  conduct  b/  it;  and  thot.3  who  are  not,  wiJ!  practic*  ilarerj  or  any  other 
crime  ihey  clioose,  whetlier  tlie  Scriptures  be  perverted  or  not. 

It  has  been  gravely  declared  by  pro-slavery  divines,  l.'ial  the  Nevf  Testament  did  not  condemn 
slavery,  as  it  existed  in  tlio  Roman  Empire  ;  and  from  these  premises  it  has  been  as  gravely  con- 
cluded, that  the  Gospel  did  not  interfere  vviili  that  slavery.  But  the  premises  are  not  true.  Ev» 
ery  ingredient  of  slavery  is  strictly  condemned  and  denounced  in  the  New  Testament ;  vide- 
Matt,  xsiii  4,  14,  Mark  x  19,  xii  40,  1st  Cor.  v  8,  [),  10,  Eph.  iv  31,  1st  Thess.  iv  6,  James  ii  6 
— 16,  V  4,  Rev.  sviii  13,  and  a  hundred  other  passages  equally  pJain.  Christ  also  is  supposed, 
to  have  expressly  forbidden  the  practice  of  slavery,  and  all  oliier  arbitrary  authorit}',  among  his 
followers,  in  Matt,  xs  25 — 28,  vide  also  1st  Cor.  vi  7 — 10.  These  and  a  hundred  other  pointed 
passages,  cut  up  slaveholding  by  tho  roots.  Besides,  slavery  is  wholly  inconsistent  and  irrecon- 
cilable, with  the  manifold  directions  in  all  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  for  the  constant  exercise 
ot'love,  honour,  charity  <^>c.,  towards  all  men.  But  there  is  no  need  of  further  argument.  Slave- 
ry is  as  contrary  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  New  Testament  as  murder  is.  And  how  consistent  is 
it,  for  christians  to  quota  heathen  examples,  in  justification  of  crmies  against  the  christian  religion  ! 
Why  not  on  the  strength  of  such  premises,  practice  theatrical  exhibitions,  gladiatorial  shows, 
human  sacrifices,  infanticide,  heathen  feasts,  the  Olympic  games,  military  government,  despot- 
ic law,  and  a  hundred  other  heathen  abominations;  lor  they  are  'not  interfered  with'  or  con- 
demned bij  name  in  the  New  Testament,  any  mora  than  Roman  slavery  was  ! 

I  have  thus  proved  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  Slavery  is  as  great  a  crime  against  the  Lavr 
of  Revelation,  as  murder  or  any  other  crime,  and  that  it  is  fully  equal  to  murder,  in  guilt  and  e- 
normity.  And  such  being  the  admitted  fact,  it  is  shocking  to  think,  that  there  have  been  men 
in  tlio  christian  church,  wicked  enough  to  pervert  the  iScriptures,  for  the  sake  of  justifying  this  a- 
bomination,  and  supporting  its  practice.  All  the  perversions  1  have  refuted^  were  first  forged 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  more  than  300  years  ago,  for  the  express  purpose  of  justifying  ne- 
gro slavery,  the  practice  of  which  among  christians  had  just  then  coiiuaenc&J.  And  for  the  pur- 
pose of  justifying  the  perversions,  they  pretended  that  il/o.s'c'5  instead  of  God,  enacted  the  Leviti- 
cal  law;  and  that  finding  slavery  established  in  Israel  by  custom,  and  not  being  able  to  abolish 
it,  he  endeavored  to  regulate  and  mitigate  it,  by  good  legislation  ;  -and  many  of  their  protcstanl 
successors  copied  the  doctrine.  But  this  was  if  possible,  a  worse  perversion  than  the  rest.  For 
tho  Levitical  law  was  enacted  from  'Sinai's  fiery  top'  a  few  weeks  only  after  the  Israelites  were 
themselves  delivered  from  slavish  bondage  ;  and  the  Scriptures  expressly  declare,  tiiat  tiod  him- 
6eir(not  3Ioses)  made  that  law;  vide  Ex.  xix  5,  8,  xx  1,  Hob.  i  1,  and  many  other  passages.— 
And  as  has  been  remarked,  there  is  no  account  in  the  Bible,  of  any  slavish  oppression  in  Israel, 
except  when  the  nation  broke  that  law.  The  perversion  is  therefore,  without  a  shadow  of  rea- 
sonable foundation  or  apology.  And  these  gross  and  scandalous  perversions,  have  been  since 
copied  and  adopted,  by  most  protestant  theological  writers  and  preachers,  in  too  many  cases  it  is 
to  be  feared,  for  the  same  impious  purpose.  Here  is  a  case  in  point  to  illustrate  the  effects,  of 
the  excessive  selfishness  of  mankind.  When  the  protestants"  were  persecuted  by  the  catholics, 
they  could  readily  detect  the  Scriptural  perversion.s,  by  which  such  treatment  was  attempted  to 
be  justifisd.  But  when  they  themselves  became  oppressors,  they  could  agree  with  the  Catholics, 
in  perversions  lor  their  own  justification  1  Most  of  our  tiieologicul  works  that  treat  of  the  liebrevir 
Servitudes,  stupidly  copy  the  old  popish  perversions,  seemingly  without  tho  least  examination, 
or  co.mparison  wiih  tlie  rest  of  the  Scriptures,  orciiticul  scrutiny  into  the  real  meaning  of  the  per- 
verted texts.  A;id  this  criminal  neglect  and  adhesion  is  the  principal  reason,  why  so  many  of 
the  protestant  as  well  as  popish  eiergy,  are  so  grossly  ignorant  of  the  true  derivation,  nature  and 
extent  of  Human  Rights ;  and  why  the  practice  of  good  works,  on  the  duties  of  men  to  men,  are 
so  seldom  inculcated  by  them. 

It  is  dilficult  to  conceive  how  a  person  can  be  a  ciuistian,  and  yet  support  slavery — vide  1st 
John  iii  10,  iv  20,  21,  and  many  othci  passages  of  the  same  import.  It  is  a  well  settled  doctrine 
among  all  christian  sects,  that  unless  men  actually  lovs  God,  they  'cannot  be  saved.'  And  it 
would  seem  to  be  as  clear  from  Scripture,  that  unless  they  actually  'love'  their  'neighbor,'  or 
have  a  universal  'love'  for  all  mankind,  (vide  Luke  vi  27-35,  x  29-37,  Rom.  xii  9,  17,  18,  2d 
Cor.  viii  21,  1st  Pet.  ii  17,  and  a  multitude  of  other  passages,)  they  also  'cannot  be  saved.'  U- 
niversal  benevolence  is  commanded  by  the  spirit  of  the  whole  Scriptures.  Partial  benevolence 
though  of  the  strongest  kind,  will  save  nobody — vide  Matt,  vi  20,  46,  47.  Luke  vi  32-34.  It  is 
not  probable  that  any  s<3Ct  of  christians  were  ever  more  formal  and  devotional,  than  the  ancient 
Pharisees  were— vide  Malt,  vi  2,  5,  16,  xix  20,  xxiii  5,  6,  25-28,  Acts  ".-iii  3,  xxvi  5,  Phil,  iii  5. 
Jiwl  yet  we  find  llieir  salvation  impossible,  on  account  of  their  Hypocrisy  and  Oppression,  tho 
very  sins  of  which  the  slaveholders,  of  all  men  are  most  guilty — vide  Matt,  xxiii  3,  4,  14,  23,  2o, 
28,  31-33,  Maik  xii  40,  Luke  xi  46,  xx  47.  No  slaveholder  cara  'love'  his  slaves  in  the  scriptural 
sense.  His  whole  treatment  of  them  is  the  result  of  perfect  hatred  to  them  and  their  rights.  No 
person  whojeaily  loves  anoihcf,  will  injure  or  abuse  him.  And  however.much  slaveholders  may 
'love'  eachother^  or  other  freemen,  yet  so  long  as  they  enslave  any  part  of  mankind,  they  'cannot 
he  saved'.  Slavery  a  founded  in  utter  haired  and  contempt  of  righteousness  arid  justice,  and  in 
oppo'^irion  to  the  commin-l  to   'l'>^eoul  neighbor'.     Love  to  our  neighbor  being  mentioned  In 


the  same  connexion  with  love  to  God,  (vide  Malt,  xxii  37—40,  and  other  passages),  proves  it  to 
be  Q  paramount  doctrine;  and  the  want  ol'sulficient  practice  under  it,   \vm  been  for  the  want  of 
sufficient  7>reat7(in^r  of  the  doctrine.     Mr.  Crothers  asserts  'fearless  of  successful  contradiction, 
that  prior  to  the  existence  of  the  Slave  trade,  no  christian  of  piety  and  intelligence  ever  under- 
took to  expound  the  Law  of  God  given  by  Moses,  as  authoriaiug  involuntary,  hereditary,  perpet- 
ual slavery'.     And  that  'the  blasphemies  of  the  Pope  on  this  subject  have  been  palmed  on  the 
world  as  the  old  divinity, — as  the  doctrines  which  God  revealed  from  heaven.'     I  have  no  doubt' 
of  the  general  correctness  of  this  assertioa.     And  as  it  is  a  fact,  that  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  negro  slave  trade,  Christianity  had  extirpated  human  slavery,  from  all  those  parts  of 
Christendom  where  it  prevailed  in  any  tolerable  degree  of  purity,  the  presumption  is,  that  these 
base  perversions  were  at  that  period  wholly  unknown,  and  tiiat  up  to  that  time    all  real  chris- 
tians had  well  understood,  that  human  slavery  was  a  mortal  sin.     And  the  fact,  that  American 
slaves  have  never  been  permitted  to  read  the  Scriptures,   aftbrds  another  presumption,  that  these 
perversions  wore  v:ilful  and  intentional.     Certain  it  is,  that  if  the  present  slaveholders  or  their 
spiritual  guides,  did  sincerely  believe  in  the  truth  of  those  perversions,  they  would  diligently  in- 
struct their  slaves  in  the  knowledge  of  the  (Scriptures,  as  the  best  guaranty  they  could  have  for 
their  fidelity.     And  the  fact  that  they  do  not  and   will   not,  because   ihey  dare  not  thus  instruct 
them,  proves  their  hypocrisy.     They  understand  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptures  belter.     They  well 
know,  there  is  not  another  book  in  the  world,  that  vindicates  and  establishes  the  equal  ri"hts  of 
all  men,  and  denounces  their  infringement,  with  half  the  energy,  severity  and  copiousness,  that 
ibb  Bible  does.     They  know  it  is  the   most  republican  book  in  the  world.     And  for  this  ver»f 
reason,  they  will  not  permit  the  victims  of  their  inr»pious  oppressions,  to  know  any  tlJng  corroct- 
Jy  about  it. 

1  have  now  nearly  completed  my  proposed  criticisms  on  this  interesling  subject.  Not  that 
6uch  criticisms  are  at  all  exhausted;  but  because  it  seems  to  me,  that  enough  and  more  tha» 
enough  has  been  written,  to  prove  the  great,  object  of  the  Lecture,  namely,  the  sinfulness  of 
slavery.  I  have  been  somewhat  prt^lix,  m  the  examination  and  refutation  of  the  perversions 
treated  of,  on  account  of  their  being  the  lasi  And  only  final  'refuge  of  lie.'','  used  to  defend  the 
abominations  of  slavery,  and  on  account  of  the  consequent  zeal  and  obstinacy  with  which  they 
are  maintained,  But  I  recommend  to  all  who  have  the  opportunity,  to  invesiigate  the  whole 
subject,  61:11  more  critically  than  I  have  clone  j  assuring  them  for  their  encouragement,  that 
the  further  they  push  their  critical  researches,  (be  clearer  and  stronger  will  the  case  appear  a- 
gdinst  slavery.  And  to  aid  them  i;i  the  premises,  I  wi'l  add  a  few  more  general  remarks,  most 
of  which  have  beert  hereiotore  published,  but  which  int.\v  aflbrd  some  assistance  in  b  course  of 
critical  inquiry. 

Almost  every  crime  against  the  Christian  religion  has  been  iattempted  to  be  justified,  by 
perversions  of  the  Bible.  Perversions  are  a  turning  or  wresting  of  the  i.rue  to  a  false  meaning. 
Thus  religions  persecutions,  legitimacy  or  the  divine  rights  of  kings,  ari3<ocracy,  offensive 
war,  human  oppression,  murder,  their,  robbery,  polygamy,  and  other  abominations,  have  all 
been  attempted  to  be  vindicated  by  these  criminal  means.  Perversions  of  the  true  mean.'og  of 
the  Scriptures  are  most  heinous  sins — vide  Ps.  cxix  126,  Isaiah  v  20.  Jer.  xviii  15,  xxiii  33, 
Eze.  V  6-8,  .\iii  9-16,  xxii  26,  28,  Mic.  iii  9,  Hab.  i  4,  Zeph.  iii  4,  Mai.  ii  7,  8,  Malt,  xv  3,  6, 
9,  Mark  vii  8,  Acts  xiii  10,  xv  1,  24,  2d  Cor.  ii  17,  Gal.  i  7,  Col.  ii  S,  1st  Pet.  i  18,  2d  Pet.  ii 
1,  iii  16,  and  other  passages.  But  nothing  has  been  more  common  than  suob  blasphemous 
'refuges  of  lies,'  when  the  supposed  interests  of  wicked  men  have  required  support.  Thus  ty- 
rants, persecutors  and  criminals  of  all  sorts,  have  appealed  to  the  Bible  in  justificatio.n  of  their 
conduct.  The  horrors  of  the  Inquisition,  and  of  all  other  religious  persecutions,  have  been 
pretended  to  be  founded  on  Christian  principles!  It  is  unnecessary  to  inquire,  whether  these 
corruptionists  were  like  St.  Paul,  honest  in  their  sins.  Perhaps  many  of  them  sinned  ir*. 
ignorance.  Probably  very  few  of  them  were  guilty  of  as  much  wilful  sin,  as  the  pretent  slave- 
holders are.  They  did  not  sin  against  half  the  light  and  knowledge — vide  2d  Chron.  vi  22,  23, 
Job  XX  iv  13,  Luke  xii  47,  48,  John  iii  20,  Epli.  v  13,  Heb.  x  26. 

Bv  the  law  of  God,  neglect  of  known  duty,  or  sins  of  wilful  omission,  (vide  ante,)  is  one  of 
the  greatest  of  sins  ;  vide  Deut.  xxxi  16-18.  23,  xxxii  13-.43,  Judges  ii  12-10,  6-13,  Heb.  ii 
3,  and  many  other  passages.  Especially  is  neglect  of  the  poor,  the  afflicted  and  the  helpless 
a  great  sin  ;  vide  ProV.  xiv  20,  21,  xvii  5,  xviii  23,  xxi  13,  xxii  16,  Eze,  xvi  49.  James  ii  2-4, 
and  numerous  other  passages.  Not  only  the  posiiive  oppression  of  the  poor,  but  the  ntglect  lo 
fslievo  thejr  wants  p.nd  necessities,  is  condemned  as  a  great  ein.     And  it  should  be  observed. 
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ibaltho  cuniiexion  to  al.nost  every  qauUtioii  here  made,  denounces  U»e  seven  si  rclributioa  fot 
■'uch  criminal  neglect.  It  shoulJ  also  bo  rernembered,  that  all  the  virtues  opposed  to  this  vice, 
such  as  care,  charity,  mercy  and  justice  to  ibe  poor,  the  afflicted  nnd  the  oppressed,  are  rec- 
ommended and  enjoinej  in  the  sirongesl  ternis,  over  and  over  again  in  the  Bible  ;  vide  Lev. 
xix  9,  10,  xxiii  22,  x.xv  35-33,  Deut.  xiv  29,  xv  7-11,  xxiv  19  22,  V?.  xxxvii  26,  xli  1,  Pror. 
xiv  21.  31,  xix  17,  xxii  9,  xxviii  27,  Lrrke  iii  2,  2d  Cor.  ix  6,  7,  9,  1st  John  iii  17,  and  a  hun- 
dred other  similar  passages.  Charitj'  and  kindness  to  the  poor  and  liie  afflicted,  are  virtues 
inculcated  in  the  strongest  manner  all  over  the  Bible.  Christ  came  to  exemplify  these  virtues, 
(Isa.  Ixi  1,  Luke  iv  13-21  ;)  and  both  he  and  his  followers  taught  and  pruciised  Ihern  in  th« 
roost  exemplary  manner.  They  are  every  where  represented  in  the  Scriptures  as  essential 
articles  of  the  Chrisiian  religion.  No  other  system  oi  morals,  or  religion,  or  law  in  the  world, 
ha?  provided  for  the  support,  the  protection  and  consobliun  of  the  poor,  the  afflicted  and  iha 
oppressed,  with  half  the  care  that  the  Law  of  God  revealed  in  the  Bible  has.  Is  it  probable, 
or  even  credible  then,  that  this  inost  equitable,  merciful  and  righteous  law,  or  any  part  of  it, 
ehould  ratify  or  even  countenance,  or  in  the  least  decree  eonnlvo  at,  the  most  barbarous  and 
brutal  system  of  human  oppression,  that  the  light  of  the  sun  ever  shone  on  ! 

But  we  have  akuBdance  of  positive  as  well   as   circumstantial  pioof  in  the  Bible  to  the  con- 
trary.    And  in  order  to  place  the  guilt  of  th3  practice  of  Chrisiian  slaveholding  and  slavetra- 
ding  in  a  strong   light,  1  affirm  this  proposition,  namely,    thai    if  there  bo  one  doctrine  mora 
plainly  and  clearly  taught  in  the  Bible  than  another;  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  ulUr  condemn  alien, 
reprobation  and  denunciation  of  every  kind  and  degree  of  Human  Oppression,   especially  all  sla- 
vish oppression.     It  is  a  leading^  pronunetit,  priiicipal  doctrine  of  the  Bible.     The  ten  command- 
aents  are  not  plainer.     More   than  a  thousand  passages  of  Scripture   can  be  readily  quoted, 
n  direct  vindication  of  it.      Distinct  traces  of  it  are  to  be  observed  in  all  parts  of  the  Sacred 
Volume.     Judgments  were  denounced  and  inflicted,  armies  and  individuals  destroyed,    nations 
•onquered  and  subjected  by  their  enemies,  and  all   other  sorts  of  national  penalties  inflicted, 
IS  punishments,  principally  for  (he  commission  of  tftis  very  sin  of  Human  Oppression — vide  Gen. 
vi  11-17,  xviii  21-24',  Ex.  iii  9,  xii  23.  xiv  28,  Deut.  xxviii  IS-CS,  J-.b  xx  19,  xxvii  13-23,  Ps. 
Ixiv  i"8,  Prov.  i  11,  x  1-3,  Isa.  x  1-4,  xiv  2,  xvi  4  xix  20,  Eze.  vii  23-27,  ix  9,  xviii  10-13, 
xxii  29  31,  Amos  iv  1,  viii  4-  3,  Mic.  vi   12,  vii  2,  3,  Nab.  iii  1,  Ilab.  ii  8,  Zeph.  iii  1--8  ^-c. 
Zech.  vii  9-14,  Matt,  xxiii    14,    Mark  xii  40,  Luke  xx  47,  Rev.  xviii  13,  and  a  hundred  other 
passages  equally  plain.     It  should  be  observed,  that  in   most  of  the  ca.=e8  of  the  enumerations 
of  sins,  for  which  judg-ments  were  threatened,  this  sin  receives  a  pointed  and   prominent  no- 
tice.     And  where  the   oppressions  were  legal,  or    in    other  words    national,    the  punishments 
were  national  also,  and  inflicted  in  this  world.     And  in  every  case  of  such  Ihreatenings,  teiiAeui 
repentance  and  reformation  by  the  nations  threatened,  the  judgtnents  threatened  were  always  in- 
flicted ;   as  ancient  and  modern  history  will  both  testify.     The  punishment  of  the  siii  of  elavf^' ; 
ry,  is  therefore  destruction  and  death,  by   the  special  providence,  as  well  as  the  express  Law  of 
God,  as  Pharaoh's  case  and  many  others  prove;  and  is  as  sure  in  the  end,  as  the  revolutions 
of  the  seasons  or  the  succession  of  day  and  night     The  judgments  of  God  though  slow,  (Ex. 
xxxiv  6,  7,  Numb,  xiv  18,  Neh.  ix  17,  Ps.  ciii  8,  Rom.  ix  22,  2d  Pet.  iii  9,),   and  though  rep- 
robate men  may  presume  on   their  non-fulfilment,  (Ex.  v  3.  2d  Kings  xviii  35,  Job.  xxi   15^ 
Prov,  XXX  9,  Isa.  v  19,  Jer.  xvii  15,  Eze.  xii  22,  27,  Matt,  xxiv  48,  2d  Pet.  iii  3,  4,),  yet  they 
are  always  sMre,  vide  Gen.  ii  17,  Ex.  xxii  23,  24,  Numb,  xiv  25,  xxiii  19,   Deut    xxxii  35,    Ist 
Sam.  XV  29,  Eze.  v  11,  xii  25,  28,  xxiv  14,  Mul.  iii  6,  P.om.  ii  29,  Heb.  vi  16-18,  2d  Tim.  ii  13, 
Tit.  i  2,  James  i  17,  2d  Pet.  ii  3,  iii  9,  &c.  and  manv  other  passages.     \Vi;hout  repentance 
and  reformation,  God  ahatyi  punishes  for  sin — vide  Jer.  xviii  7-10.     From  these  quotations  it 
is  clear  that  God  will  overthipw  and  destroy  every  nation  that  persiafs    in  the  practice  of  Hu- 
man Oppression.     In  corroboration   of  which  doctrinr,   it  is  an  awful   fact,  that  every  ancient 
nation  and  most  modern  ones,  who  hsiV a  persisted  in  lliis   sin,  are  either  blotted  out  as , nations, 
or  reduced  to  slavish  bondage  ;  a  most  ominous  warning  to  those  who  now  practice  it.     Espe- 
cially do  numerous  passages  of  Scrioturs  attest  the  doctrine,  that  oppression  of  thepoor  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  sins.     The  severest  judgments  are  cilways  denounced  against  U — vide  Job 
ax  19,  xxiv  3,  7,  0,  14,  Ps,  x  2,  8,  9.  xii  5,  Prov.   xiv  21,  ?1,  xvii  5,  xxi  1?.  XJCii  16,  22,  22, 


XXviii  13-17,  XXX  H,  Eccl.  v8,  I»b.  iii  14,  15,XXXU  7,  Jer.  ii  34,  XXu  3,  Amos  v  11,  IS,  21-- 
24,  Hab.  iii  14,  James  ii  C,  and  a  great  number  of  other  passages.  Whcro  doctrinea  are  so  ve- 
rt/plainly  taught,  perversions  of  the  Scriptures  to  justify  practises  the  Bible  so  severely  repro- 
bates and  condemns,  must  be  excessively  reckless,  presumptuous  and  wicked. 

Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  U.  Slates,  is  the  highest  decree  and  worst  form  of  Human  Op- 
pression. Let  people  beware  then  how  ihey  wrest  the  Scriptures  to  their  own  destruction. 
All  must  admit,  that  the  lohole  spirit,  genius  and  tendency  of  the  Bible,  as  has  been  clearly 
shown,  are  utterly  hostile  lo  the  practice  of  slavery.  Coaimon  sense,  therefore,  teaches  us, 
that  the  construing  of  some  half  a  dozen  text:^  extracted  from  the  Levilical  law  and  the  life 
of  Abraham,  Nvitiiout  comparing  them  with  the  rest  of  the  Scriptures,  and  so  as  to  make  them 
support  slavery,  must  necessarily  be  a  most  glaring  and  blasphemous  perversion  of  their  truo 
meanint^.  Is  it  credible,  thai  the  Almighty  (who  is  no  respecter  of  persons,)  eliould  establish 
9  practice  among  bU  chosen  people  by  law,  on  account  of  which  same  praciice,  de  had  just 
before  inflicted  the  most  dreadful  plagues  on  another  nation,  destroyed  all  their  first  born,  and 
finally  drowned  their  king  and  army  by  way  of  punishment  !  Is  it  possible,  that  Abraham  and 
the  other  patriarchs,  practised  the  barbarities  and  abominations  of  modern  slavery  7  Did  they 
differ  in  character  or  practice,  from  the  holy  prophets  and  apostles  ?-  vide  Gen.  vi  9,  vii  1,  xiii 
8  9  xiv  22-24,  xv  6,  Eze.  xiv  14,  20,  Rom.  iv  2,  3,  Gal.  in  6-.  9,  Ueb.  xi  5--22,  2d  Pet.  ii  3. 
Is  it  credible  that  the  Almighty  'who  is  no  respecter  of  peisons'  sliould  ratify  a  practice  in  one 
nation  that  lie  punishes  in  another  !  Would  the  Almighty  win  isinfinile  in  justice  and  good- 
ness render  the  misfortunes  of  the  poor,  a  motive  for  their  enslavement  and  oppression  !  Is  it 
possible,  that  tie  should  enact  laws  to  protect  and  oppress  the  poor  at  the  same  lime  !  Would 
He  establish  an  institution  which  is  the  climax  of  human  oppression,  and  at  the  same  time 
condemn  such  oppression  in  every  other  pari  of  the  Bible  !  Would  Ele  indirectly  licence  the 
coramission  of  crimes,  that  He  has  direcily  condemned  and  forbidden!  Surely  such  mon- 
strous inconsistencies,  c.v.itradiciions  and  absurdities,  ouyhl  not  to  be  credible  among  christi- 
ans. And  all  candid  persons  will  readily  believe,  that  those  who  for  the  sake  of  supporting 
slavery  and  its  horrors,  have  insisted  on  the  realiiy  of  such  ridiculous  contradictions,  have 
basely  perverted  the  true  meaning  of  those  parts  of  the  Scriptures,  v\hich  treat  of  the  Hebrew 
Servitudes. 

The  difTerence  between  the  condition  of  ordinary  servants  and  slaves  is,  that  the  natural 
rights  of  the  former  arc  always  protected  by  law  ;  whereas  sluves  have  no  such  rights  to  be 
protected,  Ihey  being  mere  'goods  and  chattels.'  The  rights  of  all  lolilte  women,  children  and 
common  servants,  in  the  United  States,  are  thus  protected,  blvery  body  knows  this  to  be  the 
fact.  All  white  servants  enjoy  the  legal  rights  of  Security,  Liberty  and  property,  and  most  of 
the  other  rights.  Common  Servitude  and  Slavery  are  entirely  distinct  things.  The  former  is 
established  for  the  benefit  of  the  servants  as  well  as  the  masiers  ;  the  latter  for  the  benefit  of 
the  masters  only.  Hence,  false  pretences  lo  the  contrary  notwiihslanding,  thciC  is  no  such 
thing  as  white  slavery  in  any  pait  of  the  United  Slates.  If  a  white  woman,  child  or  servant, 
are  treated  with  any  degree  of  slavish  violence  or  outrage,  every  body  sees  at  once,  that  their 
rights  are  invaded  the  law  broken,  and  that  they  can  have  adequate  redress  for  such  viola- 
tions, by  law.  The  fact  that  numerous  suits  are  brought  in  our  courts  of  juslica  for  such 
wrongs,  proves  ibis  fact;  as  it  does  the  propensity  of  mankind,  to  infringe  rights  and  oppress 
each  other,  and  the  necessity  of  law  for  the  protection  of  rights.  So  also  were  the  natural  and 
other  rights  of  the  Hebrew  servants,  most  effectually  protected  by  the  Levilical  law,  as  has  been 
abundantly  shown.  It  rniglil  as  well  be  pretended  that  our  poor  laws  and  apprenticeship  acts 
sanction  slavery  or  mro/uiifflri,  servitude,  as  that  the  Levitical  law  eslablishingthe  Hebrew  Ser- 
vitudes did.  W  e  have  as  much  just  reason  to  believe,  that  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  and  the 
Twelfth  chapter  of  Romans,  were  intended  to  support  slavery,  as  lha<  the  Levilical  law  was. 
That  part  of  it  establishing  the  Servitudes,  was  made  for  tha  support  of  the  poor  and  the  6e/i- 
tfit  of  the  ."servants,  and  not  for  liieir  oppression,  as  our  slave  system  if. 

If  has  been  frequently  said  in  palliation  of  American  slavery,  and  as  if  one  cnmc  could  justi- 
fy enothtr,  that  'as  much'  oppression  cxifcled  in  the  northern  States  as  in  the  southern,  A 
greater  f.-.l.sshood  never  f^'as  iifletf' ;  and  lli*  use  ofit  provfe  oiilv,  that  slavery  can  bo  support- 
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ed  oni^  by  critne*.  That  ihore  h  cunbidiirMQ  pecuniary  oppretsion  of  ihe  poor  in  tb*  nt>flij' 
ern  States,  by  means  of  usury,  high  rents,  monopoly  and  speculation,  is  true.  The  aristocrats 
oppress  the  muUitude  by  these  and  other  means,  as  far  as  the  laws  permit  them  ;  and  the  on- 
ly reason  they  do  not  enslave  them,  is  because  they  have  not  the  power.  But  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  slavish  oppression  of  the  poor  whiter  in  the  free  States,  either  by  law  or  custom.  No 
white  people  in  those  Slates  are  made  'goods  and  chattels'  of,  bought  and  sold  and  treated 
like  beasts,  compelled  to  work  without  wages,  whipped,  starved,  ravished  and  otherwise  bru- 
tified,  as  slaves  are.  Their  natural  and  other  rights  are  generally  well  respected,  hideed,  ilie 
oppressions  of  the  poor  whites  in  this  country,  are  comparatively  light  ;  and  no  polilica'  re- 
formers of  the  present  day,  are  more  anxiously  engaged  to  abolish  even  those,  than  the  mod- 
ern abolitionists. 

The  more  ancient  any  book  is,  the  more  does  it  need  critical  study  to  understand  it  correct- 
ly. This  is  owing  to  the  long  disuse  of  the  most  ancient  languages,  manners,  customs  and 
institutions,  and  of  the  original  meaning  of  ancient  idiomatic  phrases  and  peculiarities,  Alt 
critics  are  agreed  in  the  allowance  of  this  rule.  It  is  well  known  by  those  who  have  had  the 
experience,  that  these  losses  render  it  more  difficult  to  understand  ancient  history  of  any  kind 
than  modern  history.  Tiie  Pentateuch  being  reputed  the  oldest  book  in  the  world,  needs  much 
critical  study  to  be  correctly  understood,  Thn.^  the  approved  practice  of  buying  men,  really 
means  in  that  book,  nothing  more  than  buying  their  services  or  revenuej  ;  as  the  cowext  (Gen. 
xlvii  19,  23,  -26,  and  other  passages,)  already  pro\es,  and  as  has  been  abundantly  shown.  It 
was  nothing  more  than  a  fair  contract  between  the  buyer  and  seller  himself,  of  services  for 
hire  or  wages.  Also  the  word  ^forever,''  used  m  the  description  of  some  of  the  Servitudes, 
(vide  Ex,  xxi  6,-*Lev.  xxv  46.  Deut.  -tv  17,)  is  translated  from  a  Hebrew  phrase,  the  literal 
meaning  of  which  is  'throughout  the  term,''  that  is,  the  'term^  which  is  the  subject  matter  treat- 
ed of,  in  the  passage  where  it  occurs.  The  "'lerm'  treated  of  in  the  quotation  from  Exodus  and 
Deuteronomy,  was  that  part  of  tti  accru?  till  the  'year  of  Release,'  which  could  in  no  case  be 
more  than  six  years,  (vide  E.v.  xsi  2,  Deut.  xv  1,9,  12,  xxxi  10  ;)  and  the  object  of  the  law  was 
to  prevent  the  separation  of  husband  and  wife  ;  that  bei;ig  the  only  special  reason  assigned  for  the 
law  in  the  passages  quoted.  The  legal  process  itself  was  of  the  most  deliberate,  solemn  and 
authentic  nature,  out  of  regard  to  the  liberty  and  rights  of  the  servants.  The  'term'  treated  of 
in  the  passage  quoted  from  Leviiicus,  was  either  the  'ter«n'  bargained  for,  which  could  not 
extend  beyond  the  jubilee.  (Lev.  xxv  10,  Jer.  xxxiv  8,  14,  15,  17,  18-22,)  or  it  may  mean 
the  whole 'term'  from  jubilee  to  jubilee,  or  that  part  of  it  to  accrue  till  the  next  jubilee  after  the 
contract,  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  The  true  meaning  of  Ex.  XXi  21,  is,  that  be- 
cause the  eervicesof  the  servant  were  profitable  to  his  master,  ihe  presumption  was,  that  the 
latter  did  not  k.i)!  him  with  a  murderous  Intent.  Such  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole  context — vide 
i.  d.  13,  14,  19,  -26,  27.  The  Hebrew  phrase  'throughout  the  term,'  is  never  intended  to  ex- 
press eiernai  duration,  except  where  the  subject  matter  treated  of  is  such  as  to  show  that  fact  j 
as  a  critical  examination  of  all  the  passages  in  the  Old  Testament  where  the  phrase  occurs, 
will  prove.  Though  the  phrase  is  always  the  same,  yet  there  are  many  different  kinds  of 
'terms'  mentioned  in  the  Old  Teslament,  as  the  context  of  each  quotation  will  demonstrate. — 
Also,  the  Hebrew  word  (Ebed)  rendered  'bond  men,  and  'bond-maids,'  &c.  in  Lev,  XXv  44.  46, 
is  the  common  noun  for  ^servants,'  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testament,  The  Greeks  and 
Romans  who  practised  slavery  extensively,  had  xoords  in  their  languages,  corresponding  exact- 
ly with  our  words  'slaveholders'  and  'slaves.'  But  the  Hebrew  language  has  no  such  words  ; 
a  most  strange  and  unaccountable  circumstanct*,  on  the  supposition  that  slavery  was  common 
in  Israel,  as  it  must  have  been  if  God  ordained  it  there.  The  candid  inquirer  after  christian 
truth,  ought  to  be  acqtjainted  with  these  matters  ;  for  as  Mr.  Crothers  well  remarks,  Roman 
Catholic  corruption  has  crept  even  into  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures. 

In  construing  laws  of  any  description,  the  most  universal  rule  of  construction  is,  their  spi- 
rit and  reason,  (vide  1st  Biac.  Com.  61;)  that  is,  the  objector  catise  of  the  making  of  the  law. 
proposed  to  be  construed.  The  correct  use  of  this  great  rule  will  help  us  much,  to  the  correct 
understanding  of  the  true  nature  and  character  of  the  Hebrew  Servitudes.  Thev  were  express- 
ly  provided    far    the    comfortable    support   •/   the  pc-or,  as    our    pcor    laws    aie.        No    o^her 
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•peoial  reason  i«  gi^fti'  Tor  'Li  ir  cnandneur.,  eiihur  iti  tise  ttxis  quoted  or  in  any  part  of  ihe  Bi- 
ble except  ill  'iio  cse  of  the  thief  sold  to  make  rastitution.  And  ibe  copious  con'cxt  already 
qijotefl  shows,  by  the  mild  and  merciful  treatment  (he  slaves  were  to  receive,  by  the  liberality 
with  which  I  hey  were  to  be  rewarficd  sind  their  wants  supplied,  by  the  extensive  and  beneficial 
rights  they  were  invested  with,  but  nbove  nil,  by  the  stern  injunctions  for  their  freedom,  at  the 
years  of  release  and  jubilee,  that  there  could  iiot  have  been  any  other  special  reason  in  any 
isase  except  the  one  above  excepted.  Tiie  Servitudes  were  also  intended  to  be  types  of  the 
Messiah  and  his  di-'pensaiion— vide  Goii,  xiv  13,  Rom.  viii  29,  CoL  15,  IS,  Heb.  vii  1,  17, 
viii  5  ix  7,  24,  X  1,  and  other  pas?a|-e9.  Besides,  we  should  argue  from  the  spirit  of  the  sj^s- 
tern  of  which  the  rule  to  be  criticised  forms  a  part  ;  that  ia,  in  doubtful  cases  we  should,  in 
comparing  the  doubtful  text  withabc  context,  observe  the  general  effect  and  tendency  of  the 
whole  cofitext,  and  decide  according  to  that,  tendency  ;  always  takinji  cars  to  lean  in  favor  of 
~  eqnitv,  justice  and  liberty.  With  the  light  of  tliii  correct  and  ir.ost  useful  rule  to  guide  him, 
it  will  beimpo?pihle  for  any  honeat  person  to  beliuvc,  that  in  a  Book  of  Divine  Revelation, 
which  enj'iins  the  practice  of  righteousness  and  justice  in  almost  every  pane,  the  Almighty  in- 
tended to  establish  or  permit  the  most  unrighteous  and  unjust  practice  ir.  existence. 

After   the  creatiwn,   God  made  a  graru  of  the   dominion  i)(  cinnenliip  or  property    over  tha 
earth    the  brute  creaUon,    and  all  inferior  ttiing.s,    to  matij  generally,    (vide  Gen.M  26,  28,  Ps. 
viii  5  -8  •)  thus  procl«vmint;  at    llie  commencement,  that  all   men    alike  have  a  right  to  hold 
property.     This  doctrine  strikes  at  the   root  of  slavery  ;  because  slaves  being  themselves  prop- 
erty, can  hold  none.     In  another  respect  also,  thm  law  of  slavery  directly  contradicts  the  Law 
of  God  ■    for  if  mankind  are  l>y  God  placed  over  the  inferior  works  of  his  hands,  how  can  they 
be  lawfully  classed  loith  them  )      Thus  the  reducing  a  f  human  beinjs  t«i  the  condition  of  prop  ^ 
trty   IS  direct  blasphemy.    For  lli<;  Aliwighty   never  maJc  any  grant  of  the  dominion  of  pro;)crit/ 
to  any  pait  of  the  human  speries  over  another.      Not  the  leaet  evidence  of  any  such  grant  can  be 
found  in  the  Bible  ;  nor  ia  there  any  tbing  in  nature  which  indicates  it.     The  dommion  of  civil 
and  /n)?i%  government  were  ordained  by  God,  for  the  preservation  and  education  of  families,  iho 
proiech'on  of  rights,    and  the  services  of  religion.      And  the   dowiinion  of  tyrannical  rule    was 
sometinjes  threatened  in  the  Scripture?,  as  a  punishment  for  nativuuil  sms.    But  the  dominion  of 
properly  or  ownership  in  man,  being  totally  deslruclivc  of  all  his  rigkts,  is  declared  by  the  Law 
of  God  to  be  a  crime  punishable  wiih  death,     'i'be  ecneral  grant  of  properly  in  inferior  thinga 
also  proves,  that  all  men  have  a  Djvike  right  to  reside  on  any  part  of  the  globe  they  please. 
How  often  is  ilsaid,  that  the  American  negrors  and  other  colored  people,  ought  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Africa,  and  that  they  have  no  right  to  freedom  and  a  residence  in  their  native  land.— 
Whereas  every  colored  person  in  the  world  has  a  right  given  to  him  by  his  Maker,  to  reside 
in  America  or  anv  where  else,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  his  other  rights.      He  has  a  di- 
vine right  to  live  where  he  pleasee.     The  pretence  ia  therefore  no^t  only  falsa  but  blasphemous. 
It  is  also  absurd  ;  because  if  carried  out,  it  goes  to  deny  the  right  of  every  man  to  a  residence 
any  where,    except   where  others  say  he  ought  to  reside  !       The    proud  whites  of  this  guilty 
country,  would  probably  dislike  to  have  it  said,  that  they  had  no  right  to  reside  in  Europe  or 
Africa,  or  any  other  place  which  false  pretenders  might  please  to  except.     They  would  resent 
the  pretence  as  an  in.<!ult  to  their  common  sense  ;  as  the  colored  people   of  this  country   resent 
the  pretensions  of  the  Colonization    Society.     I  could    proceed    in  a  similar  way,    to   show  at 
great  length,  how  slavery  either  directly  or   indirectly  conflicts   to  some  extent  or  other,  with 
every  other  rule  of  the  Law  of  Revelaffon.     But  it  is  presumed,  that  what  has  been  written  i.a 
abundantly  sufficient^  to  prove  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  and  controversy,  that  slavery  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  crimes  or  sins  against  that  holy  Law,  as  it  ia  revealed  in  the  Scriptures. 

(  next  proceed  to  show,  that  slavery  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  crimes  against  the  Law  o/ Aa- 
ture.  J 

The  Low  of  Natore,  technically  so  called,  is  the  Law  of  God,  as  discoveied  and  seen  thro 
the  medium  of  His  Works.  The  indications  afforded  by  the  nature  of  men  and  things  around 
s»,  and  the  natore  of  the  relations  they  Bustuin  to  each  other,  unveil  itsf  rinciptos,  and  enablo 
us  to  demonstrate  and  classify  many  of  its  rules  very  clearly.  It  is  tometimus  denominated 
the  ^Xahir.l  f.lyifi.i  of  Thi'-g's,'  and  Fometimcs  *UtUitif,'  and  by  other  names.     When  properly 
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defined  na  applica'ulo  io  the  regulation  of  human  coiidnnt,  it  i<?,  certain  rules  tf  liumaA' aclion, 
o/  ^Ae  grealesl  fitness  and  prop)  Icly  in  comparison  ivith  others,  to  produce  the  greatest  aincvnt  of 
human  liapfAness.  Whatever  rules  oPcouduct  are  the  most  useful,  belung  to  tlie  Law  of  Nature. 
A.11  virtuous  impu'scs  are  sure  indications  of  thetje  rules;  ihough  vicious  ones  are  not,  hut 
the  reverse  ;  and  yet  as  the  former  always  precede  the  latter,  it  is  generally  easy  for  virtuouj 
tnindSj  to  disimguisti  tlie  true  rules  of  this  great  Law.  In  such  minds,  an  enlighleiicd  ci'n- 
science  is  the  almost  infallible  guide.  '  In  general,  whatever  is  most  natural  and  at  the  ^nn't 
lime  most  useful,  is  a  rule  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  So  if  any  mode  of  action  e7id  or  lerm.iia'.c 
well,  we  may  be  sure  it  is  a  rule  of  this  Law.  Many  of  thete  rules  are  so  natural  and  obvi- 
ous, that  men  left  to  their  own  free  agency  and  without  any  great  tcsnplalion  to  error,  insliut;- 
tively  pursue  them.  This  is  strictly  Uut  of  the  most  impcrtaiil  rules.  This  ia  the  prmcipol  rcii- 
son,  of  the  great  excellence  of  the  rules  of  the  Common  Law  so  called,  most  of  which  grew  up 
as  it  were  vvitii  the  common  people  ;  and  hence  the  common  saying,  that  'Common  Law  is 
Common  Sense.'  This  is  also  the  cause,  of  the  excellence  of  the  laws  of  the  ancient  Gcrmari?, 
so  much  admired  by  Tacitus  and  Montesquieu.  And  whatever  ^f  excellence  \ve  find  in  the  . 
laws  and  customs  of  heathen  nations,  who  liave  been  without  the  light  of  ihc  Law  of  Revela- 
tion, is  derived  from  the  great  Lavi^  of  NaUire.  And  the  superior  excellence  of  the  laws  and 
customs  of  christian  nations,  is  owini^  to  the  prescnce^of  the  greater  light  of  the  Law  of  Reve- 
lation, The  Law  of  Nature  is  abundantly  recognized  as  the  Law  of  God,  and  its  oblications 
enforced  a's  such,  in  the  Scriptures — vide  Gen.  i  31,  Ps.  viii,  3 — 8.  xi.x  1 — 4,  civ  1—31,  c;:i 
2—8,  John  ix  3,  Acts,  xiv  17,  xvii  24—28,  1st  Cor.  xi  14,  and  many  other  passages.  Wher- 
ever the  ivorks  of  God  are  appealed  to  in  the  Scriptures,  the  Law  of  Nature  is  alluded  to.  But 
though  the  Scriptures  recognize  this  great  Law,  and  represent  it  as  consonant  with  the  L;,  w  of 
Revelation,  (ag  it  strictly  is);  they  yet  inform  us  that  it  is  very  dim  and  uncertain  ;  vide  Job 
V  9,  ix  4—10,  xxxvii  14—23,  Ps.  xl  5,  Rom.  xi  33,  1st  Cor.  i  21,  1st  Tim.  vi  IG,  and  other 
passages.  It  is  alluded  to  in  Rom.  ii  14 ;  where  it  intimated,  that  the  Law  of  Nature  siio?/  6c 
pursued  to  advantage.     And  crimes  against  this  Law  are  reprobated  in   (he  Scriptures;   vide 

Lev.  xviii  21 — 30,  xx  23,  Deuf.  xviii  9,  Rom.  i  26,  Eph,  \   12,  Judo  10,  and  other  passages. 

All  crimes  against  Uie  iaw  of  Revelation  are  also  crimes  against  this  Law  ;  though  this  fact 
will  not  appear  in  several  cases,  without  consitlerable  study  and  information.  And  we  are  iu- 
formed  in  the  Scriptuies,  that  this  Law  is  so  blind  and  dubious,  (Acts,  xvii  30,)  that  the  great- 
est allowances  will  be  made  by  the  Creator  and  final  Juoge,  for  the  conduct  of  men  destitute 
of  ihc  Law  of  Revelation.  All  human  experience  has  confirmed  the  truth  of  this  alleged  un.^ 
certainty  of  this  great  Law. 

As  we  discover  the  laws  of  Matter  by  experiment  and  observation,  so  we  discover  the  rules 
of  the  great  Law  of  Nature,  (sometimes  called  the  Rules  of  Morality  or  Natural  Religion  or^ 
the  Religion  of  Nature,)  by  the  same  means.  Some  of  those  rules  are  very  plain  ;  others  eWl) 
ceedioaly  obscure.  And  owing  to  this  obscurity,  the  heathen  moralists  who  had  no  other  hglit 
to  guide  them,  and  who  made  the  greatest  advances  in  the  physical  sciences,  differed  greatly 
among  themselves,  on  many  most  important  points  of  morality.  This  Law  is  in  fact  so  obscure, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  express  revelation,  all  human  codes  must  have  consisted  of  most  wretch- 
ed rules  of  action.  As  it  is,  the  best  codes  arc  bad  enotigh  ivilh  express  revelation,  and  ninst 
have  been  much  worse  without  it,  as  all  heathen  codes  and  systems  of  laws  willVestify.  Ma- 
ny chrlslian  codes  are  also  excessively  corrupt,  owing  to  the  abuses  and  perversioos  of  chris- 
tianity.  The  Lav/  of  Revelation  i^  so  plain,  copious  and  perfect,  that  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  make  the  most  perfect  human  codes,  than  to  infuse  the  spirit  of  it  into  all  human  legia- 
latioD.  And  iho  only  reason  why  there  is  so  much  imperfection  and  wickedness  in  so  manv 
christian  codes,  is  (he  neglect  or  the  perversion  of  this  spirit. 

But  though  some  rules  of  human  conduct  are  very  obscurely  indicated  in  the  Law  of  Nrk 
ture,  there  are  others  of  the  greatest  importance  that  are  very  plain.  And  the  benevolence  of 
the  Deity  is  strongly^  exhibited  by  the  fact,  that  the  most  important  rules  are  the  most  clearly 
indicated,  For  instance  :  this  Lmo  clearly  indicates  or  teaches,  the  natural  republican  equality  of 
di  7non/au«Z  who  have  arrived  to  years  of  discretion.  The  facts,  that  adult  persons  by  nature 
possess  nearly  equal  abilities,  capacities  and  wants  both  bodily  and  mental  •    that  they  hav 
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Uie  same  Jcsires  for  the  possession  ami  use  of  their  natural  iii>iit3  ;  ilic  same  capacitor  to  pa-> 
Jersland  and  use  them  properl}'  ;  the  same  dispotsition  to  vindicate  their  security,  resent  their 
infringement  and  deplore  tlietr  loss  ;  and  the  same  necessity  for  their  possession  and  use,  to 
secure  the  equal  prosperity  and  happiness  of  all,  exist  to  prove  clearly^  that  these  rights  belong- 
to  all  men  alike,  as  their  original  inheritance  from  the  bounty  of  iheir  Creator.  'Jn  the  other 
hand,  the  striking  fact,  that  the  diminution  of  public  and  private  happiness,  is  exaetly  in  pro-, 
portion  as  the  natural  rights  are  imperfectly  understood  and  unequally  distributed  ;  and  above 
all,  the  total  annihilation  of  rational  happiness,  security  and  tranquillity,  where  a"  majority  or  a 
large  proportion  of  the  community,  are  wholly  deprived  of  all  rights  by  slavery,  [iroves,  that 
all  human  oppression  and  especially  slavish  oppression,  is  wholly  unnatural  and  destructive  to 
human  happiness,  and  therefore  a  most  flagrant  transgression  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  J^altire, 
so  to  speak,  has  created  no  monarchy,  nor  aristocracy,  nor  slavery,  nor  other  tyranny,  nor  even 
servitude  without  full  compensation,  among  adults.  The  subjectiun  of  children  to  their  parcntsi, 
or  in  lieu  thereof  of  wards  to  their  guardians,  and  to  a  small  extent,  of  wives  to  their  husbands, 
are  indicated  as  rules  of  this  Law.  But  as  a  wonderful  mark  of  the  benevolence  of  the  Crea- 
tor, and  as  if  to  show  that  He  has  forbidden  all  tyranny,  or  abuse  of  the  power  which  this  sub- 
jection confers,  and  all  olhex  tyranny  whatever,  He  has  united  with  these  relations,  the  strong- 
est naturaJ  lave  and  affection.  And  excepting  these  two  cases  of  husband  and  vvife,  and  parent 
and  child  or  juardian  and  ward,  all  the  human  government  in  the  world,  is  founded  either  orj 
contractor  usurpation. 

Slavery  of  the  human  species,  is  hot  indicated  at  all.  No  man  is  by  iiature  born  a  slave  ; 
nor  ever  becomes  one,  except  by  means  of  criminal  force  and  violence.  All  men  are  born 
equally  free.  Nor  is  any  man  born  a  master.  No  child  is  born  with  a  fetter  on  his  heel  or  a 
whip  in  his  hand,  or  with  a  disposition  to  submit  to  either.  All  the  laws  and  customs  of  slav- 
ery, are  therefore  mere  wicked  usurpations  and  impositions,  in  contempt  and  opposition  to  the 
Law  of  Nature.  The  natural  rights  are  a  part  of  every  person's  identity.  Their  allowance 
and  respect  ie  nulurnl  to  all  virtuous  persons;  and  they  are  never  infringed  without  a  con- 
sciousness of  crime,  except  by  habitual  transgressors.  Human  Slavery  is  not  a  natural  but 
a  voluntary  evil,  the  work  of  wicked  men's  wicked  invention  ;  and  is  therefore  a  great  crime 
or  sin,  against  this  great  and  holy  Law. 

Brute  slavery  is  clearly  indicated.  The  facts,  that  brutes  have  too  little  reason  to  be  useful 
unless  they  are  enslaved,  and  that  ihey  have  just  intelligence  enough  to  be  useful  if  they  are  • 
enslaved  ;  that  their  bodies  are  fitted  for  slavish  uses  ;  that  they  have  slavish  natures,  and  that 
man  alone  has  reason  enough  to  enslave  them,  and  improve  their  servitude  to  the  highest,  ad- 
vantage, both  to  himself  and  them  j  and  that  when  well  used,  they  are  actually  'belter  oft''  in 
a  state  of  slavery  than  of  freedom,  all  demonstrate,  that  brutes  wore  designed  to  be  slaves,  and 
slaves  to  man  their  master.  In  this  respect  the  Law  of  Nature  exactly  coincides  with  that  of 
Revelation. 

We  may  readily  know  that  human  slavery  is  a  great  and  plain  breach  of  the  Law  of  Nature, 
by  observing  the  constant  misery  and  destruction  of  human  happiness  it  produces,  to  all  who 
are  in  any  way  concerned  or  aflected  by  its  operation.  J^''ature  revolts  at  human  slavery,  and 
is  always  at  open  war  with  it.  All  slaves  are  in  a  constant  stale  of  secret  if  not  qf)en  rebellion. 
And  this  is  so  well  understood  by  their  neighbors,  that  all  slave  countries  keep  in  a  constant 
state  of  preparation  and  guard  against  it.  The  fact  also  appears,  from  the  most  unnatural, 
wicked,  barbarous  and  bloody  means  necessary  for  the  support  of  slavery.  There  is  not  a 
crime  acknowledged  to  be  such  even  by  heathens  and  barbarians,  who  never  had  any  other 
light  but  that  of  nature  to  guide  Ihcm,  but  what  is  daily  and  hourly  perpetrated  in  all  slave 
countries,  for  the  support  of  the  abomination.  Unnatural  violence,  threats,  oaths  and-tlasphe- 
my,  assaults  and  batteries,  mayhem  and  murder,  and  cruelties  of  every  description,  are  the 
daily  and  hourly  concomitants,  of  this  most  nefarious  iniquity.  Nothing  can  be  more  abundant 
than  the  proof  of  these  dreadful  facts.  Let  Mr  Jefferson  be  the  only  witness  called  lor  the 
present.  "There  must  doubtless."  says  this  great  man,  in  his  notes  on  Virginia,  "be  an  un- 
happy influence  on  ihe  manners  of  the  people,  produced  by  the  existence  of  slavery  among  ns. 
The  whole  commerce  between  the  master  and  slfve,  is  a  perpetual  ext.:cise  of  the  t---'  '■■"■^•- 


e.ou.  pa..ons  ;  the  most  un.eantt.ng  despot.m  on  ■  he  one  ,.rt,  and  ^^J^^^l 
Che  other.     Our  cl.iU.en  see  thi..  and  learn  to  ,mUate  U  ;   for  man  ■--»  '"^^'''J';;  ^^  oarn. 
The  parent  stor.ns  ;   the  child  looks  on.   catches  the  l.neamen  s  of  wrath,  puts  <^  J'^^J 
airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,   gives  loose  to  the  worst  of  pass.ons  ;    and       '"'  "^J^:^ 
educated,  and  dailv  ex.rc:s.d  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by  -t  w.tU  o'^-l^^J^'f: 
Hies.     The  man  must  be  a  prodigy,  who  can  retain  his  morals  and  n>anner3  undepraved, 

such  circumstances."  -.       ,■  „  „„/„i-/./  iin- 

So  the  Law  of  Nature  enacts  opposilion  to  slavery  and  other  crimes,  it  -/-  .^J  '^ J^" 
pulse  of  all  virtuous  and  uncorrupted  minds,  to  resist  and  pumsh  v.o  auons  °f  Nat"^f  '^  ; 
And  this  impulse  is  as  natural  and  irresistable,  as  the  percepOon  of  t_hose  laws  .s  1^  ' «  -  ^ 
minds.  All  honest  minds  revolt  at  the  spectacle  of  .lavish  oppressions.  ^^^^^  "^'^^^  v*,  ^ 
take  sides  with  the  injured  party,  and  long  to  punish  the  aggressor.  Hence  t'^'^P'^  "";;^;  ^ 
slave  cruelties,  are  greatly  shocked  at  their  first  exhibition  ;  and  only  become  hardened  to 
them,  by  witnessing  frequent  repetitions.  And  this  instinctive  ind.gnat.on  Winded  by  sucn 
cruelties  m  virtuous  bosoms,  is  a  clear  proof  of  the  natural  sinfulness  of  slavery,  or,  o  ...b  v.o- 
Iti'tion  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  Hence  also  the  reason,  why  ch.ildren  and  youth  arc  natuuU  ao- 
olitionists.  It  is  only  by  long  exposure  to  the  hnrdening  influences  of  slavery,  that  th.y  t.c- 
coma  callous  to  their  natural  sense  of  jusncc  and  humanity. 

The  Law  of  Nature  impels  all  uncorrupted  minds  to  resist  slavery,  and  rescue  opprcs.ca 
persons  from  bondage.  This  impulse  is  so  natural,  that  few  can  re.ist  u,  before  they^  uve  be- 
come hardened  to  the  sufferings  of  theiri^How  men.  Such  too  is  the  p!am  precept  o.  the  Lau 
of  Revelation.  If  man  oppre"sses  his  fellow  man,  and  especially  if  he  enslaves  h.m,  God  ren- 
ders  it  our  imperative  dutv,  to  take  the  part  of  the  person  injured  ;  vide  Prov.  .xxsi  a,  J,  ana 
a  thousand  other  passages",  that  plainly  teach  this  doctnne,  both  by  precept  and  example.  1  he 
pretence  therefore,  thai  the  slavish  oppressions  of  this  country  are  "none  of  the  busmes,  oi 
the  abolinonis's,  i?  open  blasphemy. 

Many  persons  when  inveighing  against  the  abulllion  enterprise,  argue  as  if  the^-  suppose*^ 
slavery  to  be  some  necessanj av\\,  and  as  if  there  was  some  natural  cause  for  if,  as  in  the  cass 
of  brute  slavery.  Whilfi  others  as  M'Duffie,  Bellinger  ^-c,  have  had  the  blasphemous  audaci. 
ly  10  assert;  that  it.  is  consistent  with  nature,  and  therefore  'a  practical  blessing'  ;  'the  come, 
stone  of  our  republican  edifice  &c.'  Whereas  no  such  pretended  or  supposed  necessity  exists, 
cither  for  the  commencement  or  tho  continuance  of  slavery.  The  Law  of  Nature  which  is? 
discovered  wholly  by  natural  indications,  contains  no  statute  or  rule  for  the  enslaycment  oi 
kiiman  bvlngs.  No  one  human  being  is  born  a  slave,  or  with  a  greater  tendency  or  propen- 
sity 10  -sravery,  than  another.  Liberty  is  as  natural^  as  necessary  and  as  useful,  to  one  as  to 
another;  to  the  black  man  as  to  the  white  ;-  and  is  absolutely  necessary  to  all  human  beings, 
to  fulfil  all  the  duties  indicated  to  rational  beings  by  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  express  com- 
mands of  God.  There  is  the  same  necessity  of  perfect  freedom,  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
one  race  of  men  as  another.  The  nature  and  value  of  Human  Rights  are  as  easilr  un^j 
&tood,  as  highly  appreciated,  as  earnestly  desired,  and  aa  readily  vindica'ed,  by  one  as  the 
other.  And  every  sophistical  argument  that  can  be  employed,  to  justifv  the  enslavement  of 
blackr  people,  applies  with  equal  force,  if  it  can  be  truly  said  to  have  any  force,  to  that  of 
white  or  other  coloured  ones.  The  same  blasphemous  pretences  that  are  used  \o  uphold  sla- 
very in  this  country,  are  used  with  the  same  effect  ia  Russia  and  Turkey,  There  is  not  the 
slightest  difference  in  their  application.  The  Law  of  Nature  which  is  the  Law  of  God  re- 
vealed in  His  Works  and  Providence  only,  is  wholly  republican  i.i  its  SLUctnre  and  operation, 
and  vindicates  the  natural  equality  of  Human  Rights,  as  clearly  as  the  Law  of  God  revealed 
in  His  Word  do6s.  In  fact,  tho  enslavement  of  human  beings  ofany  race  or  description,  is 
KOT  a  natural,  but  an  artificial,  factitious,  voluntary  evil,  and  of  course  a  crime  or  sin,  commit- 
ted in  defiance,  contempt  and  breach  of  the  Law  of  God,  clearly  revealed  both  in  His  Word 
and  Works,  and  of  which  there  is  no  natural  necessity^  for  a  single  day's  contiouance.  It 
would  be  no  rnoi^e  false  o;  blasphemous,  to  eM  mur'ler  a.  natural  evil  than  slaverj?;  the  latter- 
b:ing  no  more  indicated  hy  nature  than  the  former.  So  far  from  Slavery  being  consonant  wiiii 
li;cl.   ■■  I  '     .  '1.        '■■■     '.      ■.;i)Sl  unualural,  barbai- 


ou:,  wicked  and  dcFiructive  means  are  always  necessary  lur  its  support.  Tlic  llleall^■  used  t<* 
coiritftit  murder  are  not  more  unnatural.  It  is  as  impossible  to  commit  the  crime  of  slaverij 
wi'.hout  ilie  use  of  criinir)al  means,  as  it  is  that  of  murder  or  any,  other  ackno'*  lodged  crime. 
'I'lic  niiiiiral  evils  such  as  disease,  sicknoss,  pain,  death  fyc,  arc  what  we  cannot  avoid;  and 
we  are  compelled  to  suffer  them,  vvhclher  we  will  or  not.  But  no  man  was  ever  yet  com- 
pelled to  support  or  suffer  slavery  himself,  in  the  exercise"  of  his  free  agency,  any  mare  tharj 
lie  was  to  support  murder  or  any  o;her  crime  ;  which  clearly  shows  that  slavery  is  not  a 
natural  evil,  or  'blessing'.  It  is  a  voluntary  'necessity'  only  that  upholds  slavery.  The  pre- 
tencsa  therefore  of  Gov.  M'Duflle  and  otlicrs,  that  slavery  is  an  institution  indicated  by  nature 
;uid  good  policy,  and  therefore  just  and  right,  are  as  false  and  scandalous  as  they  arc  danger- 
ous and  wicked.  Slavery  requires  the  aid  of  almost  every  crime  against  the  Law  of  Nuturc. 
hut  d'jrivcs  no  stipport  from  this  great  and  holy  Law  itself. 

I  oug-ht  here  to  add,  that  the  Law  of  God  renders  all  the  Natural  Rights  iitaiienable,  and 
iinfarftitable  for  any  thing  but  the  commission  of  crimes.  It  docs  this  by  enjoining  the  con- 
tinual practice  of  duties,  and  of  course  the  continual  exercise  of  those  rights.  As  wc  have  no 
.right  to  omit  the  constant  discharge  of  those  duties,  so  we  have  no  right  to  part  with  the  moans 
(our  Natural  Rights)  of  enabling  us  to  discharge  them  ;  for  if  we  had  such  a  right,  wo  should 
also  have  the  right  to  neglect  all  the  duties  enjoined  on  us  by  our  Maker  ;  which  is  absurd. 
The  possession  and  use  of  our  natural  and  other  just  rights,  iathus  as  much  our  Divine  duty, 
;is  right  and  privilege  ;  and  if  we  or  others  alienate  or  infringe  them,  except  for  the  commis- 
fion  nf  crmies,  wcr  rob  God  as  well  as  man,  and  commit  one  of  Uie  greatest  of  crimes.  This 
is  the  true  doctrine  of  the  inalienable  nature  of  tluman  Rights  ;  which  can  never  be  infringed 
vvi'.houl  crime,  except  upon  forfeiture  by  crime.  It  is  unnecessary  to  quote  passages  from  the 
Hible,  to  show  that  all  manner  of  overt  crimes  are  punishable  in  this  world,  according  to  their 
various  demerits,  with  fJie  deprivation  of  tiic  natural  lights  of  security,  liberty,  property,  safety 
and  even  life.  The  Law  of  Nature  indicates  the  same  deprivation,  for  the  same  guilty  causes. 
Helf  defence  is  commonly  and  correctly  stated  to  be,  the  first  law  of  Nature,  When  attacks 
iprcfnadcon  the  peace  and  safety  of  society  by  crimes,  it  naturally  and  justly  puts  this  law  in 
force,  in  depriving  the  criminal  of  the  power  of  doing  futiln.'r  niisch.:;f,  by  taking  from  him  such 
a  poiticn  of  his  natural  rights,  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Some  corrupliuiiisis  neglecting  the  Law  of  God  entirely,  attribute  no  higher  a  derivation  to 
rights,  than  a  human  source;  contending  in  ordci  to  ju.=;lify  the  abomination  of  slavery,  that 
men  have  no  rights  except  what  they  lierive  from  each  other  ;  that  is,  from  laws,  customs  and 
constitutions  made  by  men.  This  is  also  the  cimmoii  mistake  of  many  honest  persons,  who 
puppose  all  our  rights  ars  derived  from  the  governments  under  which  wo  live  ;  and  that  men 
havo  no  rii^hte  except  vviiat  tiicy  acquire  in  this  way.  That  a  certain  class  of  infidels,  should, 
for  the  sake  of  slavery,  raise  this  pretence,  was  to  be  expiictcd  ;  but  for  christians  to  harbor  it 
far  a  moment,  is  as  absurd  as  it  is  sinful.  For  as  has  been  abundantly  shov.'n,  all  our  just 
Right.=>,  like  our  lives,  our  reason  and  other  faculties  and  powers,  and  our  enjoyments,  arc  the 
GIFT  OF  God  ;  and  like  our  other  blessings,  arc  to  be  always  used  agreeably  to  the  precepts 
of  His  holy  Law.  There  is  not  however  much  danger,  that  tliis  blaephemoui  heresy,  the  on- 
ly tendency  of  Which  is  to  destroy  the  free  exercise  of  all  rights,  and  overthrow  all  republican 
freedom  and  institutions,  will  gain  extensive  allowance.  Society  is  much  too  enlightened  for 
ilsgrcncral  encouragement.  As  our  rights  arc  the  gift  of  our  Maker,  in  the  manner  already 
slated,  all  human  governments,  laws,  customs,  constitutions  and  institutions  <vhich  annul,  or 
infringe  them,  are  mere  blasphemous  usurpations  and  impositions,  and  have  no  moral  force  or 
(iMiiiation  whatever.  Liberty  and  rig-hts  being  g-o&d  and  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
arc  ilic  ^'fls  o(  God,  (vide  James  i  17,)  and  whatever  power  violates  them,  violates  and  abuses 
God's  gifi.  Both  the  Word  and  the  Works  of  God  proclaim  the  existence  and  inalienable  na- 
ture of  tluman  Rights;  and  for  men  to  deprive  each  other  of  them  for  any  cause  except  crime, 
i«  a  mo«t  blasphemous  violation  of  God's  Law.  Governments  and  laws  ore  established,  not 
10  i'-ii-fl,  hut  to  protect  and  vi.ulicate  rights.  And  when  their  end  is  so  perverted  as  to  produce 
a  contrary  efr:ct,  they^ are  radically  corrupt,  and  need  radical  reformation. 

JSiave  heard  it  asserted,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  ^upimuch  of  the  Law  of  God  over  lliobc  o: 


men.  was  a  liaiigi.i.jiiJ  dociiiive,  and  liiuL  (lie  preacliing  of  it  ouglil  to  be  prohiL'lted.  Tliis  ia 
niairitain'-d  by  infidels,  for  the  snke  of  slavery  and  oti»-i- cvimes.  Thai  iliis  doctrine  is  verv 
tl.iiigerous  to  slavery  and  all  other  crimes,  ia  admitted.  Oiliervvise,  it  is  llic  only  sure  fjun^la- 
lion  uf  truij  libcriy  in  thu  world.  Annihilate  tliis  docrrine,  and  doapotisth  will  soon  reign  tri- 
umphant every  where.  For  if  our  rights  are  derived  from  God,  aud  are  inalienable  by  His  lui.  r, 
the  majority  of  rn'?n  have  no  right  to  dpprivc  the  niinoriiy  of  them  ;  and  kss  if  possible,  have 
tiic  minority  or  a  sin^de  despot  a  right  to.us-jrp  rights.  And  whoever  dops  so.  v.-itl)_o(it  crimp 
in  the  person  deprived  to  justify  the  deprivation,  commits  a  breach  of  the  Divine  L:i\v,  is  guilty 
ofmcre  Uijurpation  of  Divine  rights,  wliich  may  lawfully  and  justly  be  resiumed  at  any  time. — 
But  if  our  rig/Its  iire  derived  wliolly  from  men,  and  their  wilU  are  the  just  measure  of  Human. 
Rig!it:>,  the  majority  or  any  minority  that  can  usurp  the  su()rema  power,  may  justl'j  matic  wn^ 
laws,  customs  and  constitutions  whatever,  and  justly  oppress  the  rest  of  inankimi  as  rnucli  as 
they  ple;ise  I  There  will  be  no  Human  Pl'iihts  whaterer,  except  the  rigiits  of  the  strongest  party, 
and  such  other  rights  and  such  only,  as  they  think  fit  to  allosv.  There  can  be  no  such  tivin"  as 
injustice  in  the  ~trongOi.t  party ;   for  to  admit  that  there  could  bo,  is  to  admit  a  higher  standard  of 

,    right  and  wron^'  thin  tlicir  own  wills.     Aixording  to  this  theory,  all  the  tyrants  the  world  ever 

'  saw,  stand  completely  justified  ;  such  is  the  horrible  result  to  w!i:ch  this  infidel  doctrine  leads. — 
If  Human  Rights  are  not  derived  from  God,  they  a-e  not  His  gifts,  and  neither  majorities  nor  mi- 
norities arc  accountable  for  their  abuse.  Tne  mob  or  any  other  tyrants  may juii;///  trin)ple  on 
the  rights  of  individuals  with  impunity.  To  such  shocking  consequences  or  r;itiier  absurdities, 
does  this  blaspiiemoua  heresy  lead.  The  true  doctrine  as  already  proven  is,  that  the  majority 
have  no  right  to  trample  on  tlic  Divine  oi  natural  rights  of  the  minority,  in  any  way.  If  thcv 
do,  they  are  accountahlt;  to  God  for  such  abuse  of  power,  and  will  be  surely  punished  for  tli'e 
abuse,  both  here  and  hereafter.  Our  just  rights  are  nil  derived  from  our  jVl.dver,  who  havin-^ 
commanded  us  to  exercise  them  coatinually,  it  muj>  be  a  bliispheiuous  crime  to  take  them  away 
from  any  body,  except  upon  f(jrfeiture  for  crimes. 

I  will  here  notice  another  very  dangerous  heresy,  which  iias  fiecjuenlly  been  adopted  bv  learn- 
ed and  good  njcn.  It  is  the  doctrine,  that  wiien  men  enter  into  society  and  submit  to  civil  "ov- 
ci'iiineiit,  they  abandon  a  part  of  their  natural  rights.  JMany  plausible  pretences  are  sct-«ip,  to 
justify  this  false  doctiine,  which  we  need  not  take  up  room  to  criticise,  for  the  falsity  of  the  doc- 
trine is  nearly  self  evident.  Conmion  sen.'^e  teaciics  us  all,  that  we  unite  in  civil  societies  to 
gain  mora  security,  uiore  liberty  and  rnorc  property  and  other  privileges,  thin  wo  can  enjoy  in  a 
state  of  nature  or  natijral  society  as  it  is  called,  without  any  union,  government  or  laws  to  jjrotec.t 
us.  Govcruuients  and  laws  are  or  ought  to  be  mado,  to  protect  iiio  whulc  of  t'le  rights  of  their 
subjects;  not  to  annul  or  diminish  them.  The  great  object  and  end  of  all  political  scjciety  and  or- 
ganization, is  or  ought  to  be,  to  preserve  men's  rights  entire.  Very  true  it  is,  that  this  great  end 
is  generally  perverted  by  wicked  people  and  rulers,  and  all  societies  and  governments  thereby- 
rendered  mo<e  or  les?  imperiect  and  oppressive.  But  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  orii;i  ru  desi"n 
of  such  institutions,  as  enjoined  by  their  Divine  Author.  We  liavc  no  authority  from  liim  to  ar 
busc  uny  of  ilis  gifts.  And  if  we  are  careful  to  sejiarate  the  abuses  of  civil  governnicnt  from  the 
institution  itself,  wc  shall  soon  discover,  that  its  great  and  only  object,  its  Divine  purpose  is  tj 
secure  in  full  exercise,  all  ftie  just  rights  that  men  possess  as  the  gilt  of  their  Creator. 
I  proceed  histly  to  show,  that  human  slavery  is  a  great  crime  against  tho  Common  ijw:. 
This  is  easily  done  ;  because  it  is  so  easy  for  people  who  live  under  the  protection  of  that  bv.', 
to  see  how  and  why  and  when  their  own  rights  are  invadisd,  and  how  it  is  that  tliosc  rights  aro 
protected  and  vii«licatcd.  They  have  only  to  place  the  slaves  in  their  own  situation  or  them- 
selves in  the  place  of  the  slaves,  in  imagination,  aad  the  work  of  instruction  is  almostiieedltss. 

The  Common  Law  so  called,  is  that  great  collection  of  rules  andmaxiius  of  human  action  and 
conduct,  contained  in  tho  books  of  lleports  and  elemenhuy  l^al  treatises,  which  compo;jc  the  li- 
braries of  lawyers,  (vide  1  Blac.  Com.  71):  and  being  as  I  have  already  hinted,  deriverfin  part 
from  tho  Law  of  Walure,  and  consonant  with  that  great  Law  in  its  general  spirit,  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  perfect  human  code  extant.  It  first  commenced  in  Germany  in  very  ancient  times;  was 
thence  introduced  into  England  by  the  Anglo  Saxons,  whence  it  was  introduced  into  this  country 
by  its  early  settlers,  and  is  here  the  customary  code  of  the  country,  in  the  same  sense  that  tho 
Knglish  language,  manners  and  customs  are  customary.  Montesquieu  says  it  is  the  only  system 
of  human  law,  that  has  civil  liberty  f)r  its  principal  ohject;  and  we  ougli't  tlicr.;fore  to  esteem  it 
as  our  rich  inheritance.  Its  general  spirit  admirably  ai^ices  with  the  preccjits  of  the  Bible  ;  and 
whatever  iniperfections  it  possesses,  are  derived  from  the  encroachments  of  aristocracij,  (which 
has  to  some  degree  moulded  it,)  on  the  natural  rights.  Aristocracy,  of  which  the  practice  of 
slavery  is  the  highest-grade,  will  always  vvliere  it  has  the  power,  encroach  on  just  laws  as  it  does 
.on  just  rights,     Tho  aristocratical  blemishes  of  the  Common  Law,  are  repugnant  to  the  nature  of 

.    our  republican  principles  and  institutions,  and  as  such  are  generally  rejects']  in  this  country; 

_  -while  all  its  jnst,  cquit  dde  principles  are  retained  and  used,  except  in  the  caso  of  the  poor  slaves. 

'  So  pJt  as  rogudstlie  ri^'itj,  safLty  and  happiness  of  tlir^so  unfortunate  people,  the  Common  Law 

13  LaTriiiiil.i^cd.  ;;nJ  .i  ooril-ct  de3poii?in  jubitituted  in  ii;  stead.     Tli'r  -lavu-:  dtir/p  n  >  ii;iile'-lioii 


fioin  ii  v\)iaicver ;  aiiiJ  so  Car  as  it  is  used  in  relation  lo  lliein  at  all,  if  in  an;;  way,  it  is  usetl  oi. 
fortli'Mi-  oj-piossion.  Tliey  are  subjected  lo  iiiaoy  of  its  liabilities,  but  suffered  to  enjoy  none  i 
its  privileges. 

'J'his  gieat  and  excellent  law,  guarantees  to  all  human  beings  within  its  jurisdiction  and  urul^ 
its  protection,  the  free  use  of  all  their  natural  rights,  in  the  highest  perfection  ;  vide  1  BLic.  Coiu. 
114.  No  person  caninfiiugi!  any  ofllittie  rights  in  the  least  degree,  by  any  or  a- C  a.ot,  without  a. 
plain  breach  of  thai  law,  wiiich  atlords  adequate  remedies  to  redress  injuries  received,  from  al- 
most every  breach  that  can  occur.  Thus  criminal  threats  and  menaces,  assaults  and  battcrio.?, 
kidnapping  and  false  imprisonment,  which  are  the  component  parts  of  slavery,  are  all  indictaWe 
offences  at  common  law,  and  severely  punishable  by  it;  vide  4  Blac.  Com.  217,  218.  It  also 
gives  [)rivate  or  civil  remedies  in  compensatory  and  vindictive  damages,  for  the  wrongs  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  injured  paitj-  ;  vide  3  Blac.  Com.  120,  138.  It  afi'ords  a  summary  and  immediate 
remedy  for  f il.-c  iiniiiii^oiiincut,  by  Habeas  Corpus;  vido  3  Blac.  Com.  130;  and  a  preventive 
remedy  for  iiijuries  threatened,  called  'siccriring  the  peace  ;  vide  4  Blac.  Com.  2.56.  -In  short, 
the  remedies  provided  by  tlii.4  great  and  excellent  law,  for  all  cases  of  Human  Oi)pression,  are 
numerous,  ample  and  satisfactory,  however  imperfectly,  owing  to  the  imperfection  of  human  a- 
gency,  ihcy  may  in  some  cases  be  administered. 

Slavery  i^  not  a  crime  against  thecommon  law,  1/y  ikai  name;  any  inore  than  Tyranny  ip.     I' 
is  called  in  that  law'  'Assavll.  and  Battery  and  False  fmprisonmenl,'  (4  Blac.  Com.  217,  218) ;  sind 
is  severely  puuisliablo  by  tl!:it  law,  according  to  the  aggravated  degree  of  the  offence,  by  fine  and 
imfirisonmcnt.      Were  this  crime  to  be  committed  against  any  free  person,  living  under  the  juris 
diction  and  protection  of  the  Common  Law^.  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  attending  the  mildei  f 
forms  of  American  Slavery,  and  were  the  offender  to  bo  punished  with  the  full  rigor  of  this  law, 
it  would  cost  liim  every  thing  short  of  his  life.     So  too  the  crime  of  Kidnappinrr,  (4  Blac.  Com. 
211),)  the  severest  punishment  of  the  same  kind,  is  by  the  common  law  meted  out  to  the  otFond- 
er.     Kidnapping  is  by  the  general  consent  of  society,  considered  as  one  of  the  most  atrocious 
crimes  against  the  rights  of  white  people;  as  the   Hlorgan  affair  and  other  cases  [)rove.     But  in 
reference  to  the  riglits  of  tliO  coloured  people,  it  is  considered  by   the  public  sentiment  of  tiiis 
corrupt  country,  hardly  any  offence  at  all!     Thousands  of  free  coloured  persons,  some  of  thci;; 
at  the  scat  of  ilie  Federal  government,   have  been  kidnapped  and  sold  and    perished  in  liopclc- 
Rlavcry,  and  the  practice  has  been  generally  treated,  as  a  business  not  deserving  of  serious  no 
tice !  '  ' 

Slavery  is  also  the  higiie.«t  species  of  Robbery;  and  is  as  much  worse  than  conimon  robbery, 
as  all  the  n;itural  rights  put  together,  arc  marc  valuable  than  personal  goods  and  chattels.  "  Com- 
tnon  IJobbory  !.•?  dfdined  to  be.  'the  taking  of  goods  and  chattels  from  the  person  of  another,  by 
piutingldvi  in  fear' ;  vido  4  Blac.  Com.  242.  Slavery  takes  IVuni  slaves  nil  tiieir  natural  rights, 
by  the  same  means ;  and  is  therefore  real  robbery  of  the  highest  kind.  It  takes  from  its  victims 
all  their  Security,  Liberty,  Properly  and  other  Kights  together,  by  putting  and  keeping  the  slaves 
ill  fear.  Con.stant  fear  and  terror  arc  the  only  agents  used  to  uphold  the  iniquity.  At  Common 
Law,  slaveholders  are  all  crisninals,  of  different  kinds  and  in  various  degrees.  Thousands  of 
them  arc  felons  deserving  of  capital  piinislimenf,  for  the  crimes  of  rape,  robbery,  mayhem  an;! 
murder,  committed  on  the  persons  of  their  holploss  slaves;  or,  as  having  been  accessories  to 
those  crimes;  vide  4  Blac.  Com.  1U5,  20G,  210  &c.  And  when  they  shall  be  treated  as  felons 
and  criminals,  by  a  reformed  public  seiitimenl,  as  they  ought  lo  be,  Then  and  not  till  then,  will 
they  repent  and  reform  from  ll;e  sin  of  sljivery. 

By  the  Common  Law,  \?  iha  consideration  of  a  contract  fiil,  tlie  contract  is  void.  Now  were 
a  man  to  soil  himself  for  a  slave,  the  consideration  of  the  sale  m-itst  fail  ;  for  as  a  slave  can  own 
no  property,  (he  not  having  a  right  lo  own  any,)  the  money  or  other  consideration  would,  as 
well  as  the  slave  himself,  belong  to  the  master  only.  This  fact  siiows,  that  all  voluntary  slave 
s:ilcs  are  void  at  Common  Law;  vide  1  Blac.  Com.  424.  And  this  is  one  reason  why  by  t/iat 
law,  all  human  rights  are  inalienable.  By  that  law,  the  consideration  of  a  sale  of  any  descrip- 
tion, must  move  to  and  be  vested  in,  tiic  lawful  seller  himself.  Otherwise,  the  contract  is  void. 
Involuntary  sales  of  men,  a.re  not  only  a  high  crime  against  the  common  law,  as  already  stated, 
but  l!io  considerations  of  lliam  arc  never  vested  in  the  persons  sold.  They  are  simple  acts  of 
high  handed  robbery  at  Commoti.Law.  Such  is  the  nature  at  Common  Law,  of  every  slave  sale 
ever  made  in  the  United  States.' 

The  whole  system  of  the  Common  I<aw   is  founded  on  a  scries  of  Maxims,   which   being  in 
strict  harmony  with  the  Law  of  God,  have  never  been  excelled  for  wisdom,  justice  and  equity. 
/Jul  slavery  breaks  and  annuls  ilicm  all.     'i'hus  it  is  a  maxim  of  that  law,  that  'ws  should  so  use 
nvr  own  rights,  as  not  io  inpirc  those  of  others' ;  vide  3  Blac.  Com.  217,  1st  Cor.  vii  31,  ix  18. — 
But  most  of  the  white  people  of  this  country  who  have  had  liie  power,  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using  or  rather  abusing,  all  their  just  powers,  faculties,  rights  and  privileges,  to  the  wrong  and      , 
injury   of  the  coloured  people.     This   conduct  is  the  settled  custom  of  the  slave  states,  and  is  -« 
more  or  loss  exhibited  in  the  free  states.     Hardly  .my  body  till  lately,  has  imagined  it  any  thing     " 
wrong  and  sinful.     The  most  rcspectabia  people  in  society,  gravejudgcs  ^ud  legislators,  litoraTy 
mofti,  gentlemen  and  ladies,  and  even  pious  ministers  of  the  gospel,  with  llio  Biblo  and  the  rulci 
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uriti  mp.xims  ofthe  common  law  in  their  liands,  Uavo  all  iiiiited  to  iis(>  liieir  ovvii  iiglit^  and  imu'- 
I'    ers,  to  enslave  and  otherwise  oppress  the   coloured   population  ;   or,  simply  in  using  their  own 
riihts  to  injure  and  destroy  those  of  the  slaves.     The  principal  cause  or  jirotoxt  of  this  conduct 
-  been,  the  operation  of  the  great  slave  maxim,    that  'slaves  have  no  rights',  not  even  to  the 
..efit  and  protection  of  legal  maxims.     Legal  justice   has   thus  given  place   to  legal  injustice, 
n;h  has  rendered  the  slaves  all   outlaws,   in  a  professedly  free  country  !      Another  great  and 
.  f-.IIcnt  maxim  is,  that  'no  man  shall  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong.'     But  the  slaveholders 
■  ;.(.l  their  friends  and  supporters,  take  every  wicked  advantage  ef  their  own  wrongs,  to  perpctu- 
tite  shivory  and  ahiree   the  slaves.     They  deprive  the  slaves  of  freedom,  and  then  because  thoy 
ars  thus  deprive<l.  continue  to  enslave   them.     Thoy  brutalize,   corrupt  and  degrade  the  slaves, 
and  tiien  pretend  thev  are  unfit  for  .freedom,  and  so  ought  to  remain  in  slavery.     They   deprive' 
them  ofairiite'rary  knowledge,  and  then  pretend  they  are  too  ignorant  to  make  a  proper  use  of 
rights,  and  ought  therefore  lo  remain  deprived  of  them.     Thoy  deprive  iliem  of  all  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  and  correct  knowledge  of  duty,  and  then  pretend  they  are  too  vicious  to  bo  trust- 
ed with  liberty.'     They  enslave  and  brutalize  them  to  that  degree,  that  they  are  as  tliey  ptetend, 
wholly  unfit  for  freedom,  and  then  because  they  are  thus  unfit,    they  refuse  to  liberate  them  I      In 
»     short,  lo  use  a  homely  metaphor,    'they  lie  their  feet,  and  then  blame  them  because  they  cannot 
i;  walk'.'     In  the  .spi.it  of  the  slaveholdnig  contempt  of  this  maxim,  is  the  pretence  of  the  necessUy 
■'  of  slave  laws  &c.      I. once  heard   a'person  insist  on   the  necessity  and  praise  the  excellence,  uf 
the  slave  laws  and  customs  of  Georgia  and  oihcr  slave  slates  in  which  he  had  lived.-   This  mado 
me  think  of  the  necessity  and  excellence  of  the  regulations  of  Nero  and  Robespierre;  for  those 
monsrers  had  or  pretended  to  have,  laws  to  justify  then-  wholesale  murder  with.      First,  by  meana 
of  one  "reat  crime  (slavery),  produce  the  necessity  for  oiher  crimes  (slavelaws  and  customs),to 
supporrit,  and  then  plead  this  necessity  in  their  justification  1     With  sucli  biasphemous  sophis- 
try are  all'vtyrannical   laws,  customs  and  authority  supported      Criminal  necessity,  a  necessity 
produced  by  his  own  crimes,  is  every  tyrant's  plea.     Slavery  is  one  crime,   and  slave  laws  and 
customs  are  other  crimes  used  to  support  man-stealing  ;  and  the  only  necessity  and  excellence 
they  have,  is  in  the  facility  and  security  they  furnish,  for  the  commission  of  this  great  crime.     It 
is  another  maxim,  that  'nona  are  hound  by  contracts  or  laws,  but  parties  and  privies  to  tlieya.'     But 
the  slaves  are  never  considered  as   parties  to  any  law  or  contract,  they  not  having  the  right  to 
make  either;   nor  are  they  ever  privies,  any  more  than  Lwutes  arc.     And  yet  they  are  held   res- 
ponsible to  the  laws  ;  and  are  bound  fiy  all  contracts  made  respecting  them  by  others.      It  is  an. 
other  maxim,  that  'cveri/  wrong  shall  have  its  remedy.'     But  slave  wrongs  have  no  remedies.     Ko 
slave  is  ever'allowed  any  legal  redress,  for  the  daily  and  hourly  civil  and  criminal  injuries  he  re- 
ceives.    He  is  never  permitted  to  sue  in  a  court  oi"  law.  because  ho  has  no  such  right.     He  is 
wholly  unprotected  and  defenceless.     The  law  which  is  a  shield  to  others,  is  to  him  a  scourge 
•  only.     He  is  an  outlaw  or  v/ithout  the  protection  of  law;   and  witliout  crime  on  his  pait,  in  his 
own  native  land.     If  he  oifends  against  law  which  he  had  no  agency  in  making,  he  is  subjected 
to  the  penalties  of  the  most  barbarous  slave  code  that  ever  existed;   but  if  others  offend  against 
kim,  he  is  without  redress  1     He  has  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  law,  witliout  any  of  its  pro- 
tecti'on.     I  might  in  the  same  manner  proceed  to  show,  how  slavery  in  its  operation  on  the  slaves, 
"  tramples  on  every  other  righteous  maxim  and  rule  of  the  Common  Law,  for  the  sake  of  wrong- 
ing and  abusing  the  slaves.     But  the  subject  is  too  plain  to  need  any  further  illustration. 
^        Thus  too  I  might  proceed  to  particularize,  and  sliow  how  slavery  tramples  on,  crushes,   and 
•     wholly  annuls,  all  the  inferior  subordinate  rights  of  the  slaves,  clearly  belonging  to  them  at  Com- 
mon Law  ;  su'ch  as  the  right  to  apply  to  courts  of  justice  for  redress  of  civil  injuries;   the  right 
to  petition   for  redress  of  grievances  ;   the  right  to  acquire  educalion  ;  the  right  of  conscience  ; 
the  rif'ht  to  bear  arms    &c.     But  this  would  be  supertiuous;  because,    'slaves  have  no  rights,'  — 
This  blasphemous  maxim  tramples  on  the  whole  common  law,  and  annuls  the  application  of  it 
to  the  case  of  slave?. 

I  have  now  proved,  that  slavery  is  not  only  a  great  crime  against  the  Common  Law,  but  that 
jt  is  utterly  hostile  to  its  spirit  and  genius.  The  Common  Law  is  extremely  republican  in  its 
structure;  its  general  rules  and  maxims  are  in  the  highest  degree  equal,  just  and  equitable;  while 
slavery  its  antagonist  is  pure  unmixed  despotism.  The  Common  Law  naturally  luads  to  improve- 
ment in  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  mankind  ;  while  slavery  tends  only  to  debase  and  de- 
grade it.  Wherever  the  Common  Law  prevails,  wise  and  wholesome  statute  laws  are  made 
from  time  to  time,  to  remedy  its  defects  and  improve  the  condition  of  its  subjects  ;  but  under  the 
despotism  of  slavery,  statutes  relative  to  slaves  are  seldom  made  for  any  other  purpose,  but  to 
brutalize,  oppress  and  degrade,  them.  Light  and  darkness,  holiness  and  sin,  are  hardly  more 
opposed  to  each  other,  than  the  Common  Law  and  Slavery  arc.  They  are  always  direct  antag- 
onists;  and  iS.'herevcr  the  one  [irevails,  the  other  always  falls.  ■ 

.Slavery  has  been  legalized  in  the  United  States  by  custom.     It  is  a  customary,  not  a  conslitu. 

'    tional  right.     Bu^  it  is  a  custom  which  has  prevailed  in  defiance  of  the  Common   Law.     If  is  a 

heathen  custom,  originally  adopted  by  ehristians,   from  the   African   negroes  !     Blackstone  lays 

down  seven  rules  as  criteria  for   the  allowance  of  all  general  customs  whatever,  (vide  1  Blaa- 

Com.  76—79) ;  of  the  most  of  which  CTitoria,  ail  slave  customs  are  direct  and  scaii'Jaloui  vi^'a 
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tioug.  The}/  fax  the  worsl  aisLoms  in  ihe  world.  They  liuvo  tlie.rcrorn  jMcvuiljil  In  delinnce  ol 
llio  great  Cou;iiiori'Law  ■inaxiin,  that  ^  Bad  customs  are  tu  be  abolished' — vitlu  1  BJac.  Com.  76. — 
The  Common  Law  is  ilsull' legalized  hy  cuotom,  in  its  aiij.licraiori  to  the  rigJils  ofoin-  white  pop- 
ulation ;  aiul  urost  of  its  rules  lis  thus  applied,  will  bear  the  test  of  lilackstono's  criteria.  But 
t!ie  shamsilUl  truth  is,  that  vnr  Aiui;ricai)  judges  in  deciding  ujton  the  allowance  ofslave.custoins, 
have  set  all  thoso  criteria  which  condemn  slavery,  wholly  aside.  Belter  justice  has  been  usual- 
ly administered  in  Algiers  by  Turkisli  judges,  than  by-ihe  American  Bench  to  Ainoricaii  slaves. 

By  the  Couunon  Law,  all  slavery  is  a  mere  usur[)aiion  ufriglU;  as  is  in.stantiy  Sblt  whenever 
tiie  rights  of  our  white  people  are  outraged.  By  that  Law,  no  property  in  any  thing  stolen  vests 
in  the  thief,  or  his  bcirs,  as  a/fainst  the  rightful  uicncr.  Neither  does  its  produee  or  increase  ev- 
er thus  vest.     The  rightful  owner  or  his  heirs,  can  upon  due  proof  recover  ihcnt.  at  any  time. 

!So  if  the  thief  .seZZs  the  stolen  property,  neither  liis  buyer  or  hisJieirs  acquires  any  title  to  it,  as 
against  the  luvful  uvmcr.  -By  that  Law  foo,  every  mau  is  under  God  his  own  owner  ;  and  who- 
ever steals,  kidnaps,  purchases  or  enslaves  him,  can  acquire  no  title  to  him  or  his  services  or  to 
his  posterity, \s  slaves.  It  is  also  a  common  law  niaxinj,  that  'the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the  thief;' 
which  proves  that  at  common  law,  slave-/toZcZtng  is  as  criminal  as  slave-trading  er  kidnaiipintr. 
By  the  Compion  Law  all  tlie  natural  rights  are  inalienable  ;  because  the  considerations  of  iheir 
sales  and  other  alienations  most  I'ail ;  no  slave  having  aright  to  hold  tliose  pretended  considera- 
tions, as  before  slated  ;  vide  1  Biac.  Com.  4*4.  'I'hese  rules  show,  that  ail  slave  titles  are 
mere  wicked  usurpations,  connnitted  in  deliance  of  the  Coinmon  Law.  All  slave  laws  cus- 
toms, authority  and  lilies  are  ExjiRKAL  VVkokosj  and  all  slave  traders  and  slave  holders  are  a- 
mong  the  groalost  of  criminals,  by  iho  Law  of  God  and  all  just  laws  of  men. 

it  may  be  well  to  remark  in  conclusion,  that  by  the  Law  of  NiUimis,  every  sovereian  state  is 
entitled  to  the  luliivaled  services,  gkill  and  abilities  of  all  its  inhabitants;  in  order  to  preserve 
and  perfect  itself  and  its  institutions,  and  promote  its  highest  felicity,  ability  and  glory  ;  vide 
Vatlel,  22,  6G— 98.  tio  by  the  same  Law,  all  its  inhabitants  have  the  right  and  duty  both,  to 
perfect  their  skill  to  the  utmost,  tor  the  good  of  llieir  country.  But  slavery  utterly  prohibits 
these  cifects;  and  thereby  hinders  the  resouices  and  weakens  the  defences  of  every  country  in 

which  it  prevails.     Free  nations  are  vastly  stronger  than  slavish  ones;   as  all  history  shows. 

In  tiiese  and  other  respects,  slavery  is  also  a  maniiest  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. 

The  Common  Law  doctrine  of  Rights  is  too  important  to  bo  omitted  in  this  connexion,  and 
is  therefore  here  added  to  the  foregoing  doctrines. 

In  a  country  where  so  much  has  been  said  about  Rights^  this  notice  would  seem  almost  su- 
perfluous. For  in  no  other  country  on  the  globe,  has  such  noiae  and  parade  been  made  about 
Rights,  as  in  this;  about  human  rights,  equal  rights,  natural  t'v^hla,  just  rights,  rcpvllican  rights, 
dcmccraiic.  r'lgUis,  federal  rigiils,  national  rights,  sacred  rights,  inaUtnaUc  rights,  'sailors'  ri"-hts  ' 
yhnerican  rights.  Ditinc  rights,  and  all  other  soUd  of  Rights.  And  ills  probable,  that  in  no  oth- 
er country,  have  all  just  riglits  been  more  outraged  and  trampled  on  ;  one  sixth  part  of  the  wholo 
population  being  deprived  of  all  rights  whatever,  and  constantly  exposed  to  the  infliction  of  ev- 
ery possible  wrung  and  outrage,  without  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  oppressors,  or  redress 
to  themselves,  ll  will  be  pf  great  use  to  know  distinctly,  what  these  rights  arc,  of  wliich  those 
poor  people  are  .so  unjustly  and  wickedly  deprived. 

There  are  a  variety  of  books  that  treat  of  ihunan  Rights  ;  especially  the  legal  treatises  in  the 
libraries  of  lawyers.  But  there  are  two  books,  which  on  account  oltho  pr  cision  and  energy 
with  which  they  define  and  vindicate  these  Eights,  have  obtained  a  just  pre-eminence  over  oth- 
ers.    Tiiese  are,  the  Holy  Bible  and  Blackstonk's  Co^r•.IKNTARIEs. 

Of  these  two  Books,  the  Bible  is  by  i'.ir  the  most  copious  and  energetic,  in  its  vindication  of 
all  just  Human  Rights.  Wc  have  already  observed  the  perfection  of  the  Law  of  Revelation  in 
iliis  respect ;  and  that  Law  I  affirm  to  be  a  pcrftct  law  in  all  respects;  us  the  most  critical  exam- 
ination will  prove,  fcjuch  is  its  care  to  protect  the  just  rights  of  all  men,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
one  man  to  infringe  the  just  rights  of  another,  without  his  conduct  being  tondeinned  in  the  Bi- 
ble as  a  crime,  and  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty.  Every  such  violator  must 
offend,  if  not  directly  against  the  letter  of  some  paiUcular  precept  or  commr.nd,  yet  certainly  a- 
gainst  the  w-liolo  spirit  ol'tho  Scriptures  ;  as  a  critical  examination  will  show.  A  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Scripture  passages  have  been  quoted  in  this  Lecture,  to  raise  tiiis  presumption  already. — 
And  as  Guxl's  Law  reaches  to  the  ■thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart',  and  commands  us  to  'prove 
all  things',  it  necessarily  must  be  so.  On  this  account,  I  have  long  considered  the  Bible  as  the 
most  republican  book  in  the  world. 

In  the  first  volume  of  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  the  number,  nature  and  extent  of  those 
Rights,  are  defined  and  described  with  great  precision, — vide  1  Blac.  Com.  I2L)  &c.  Accord- 
ing to  this  cekbratod  uutlior,  the  Abholute  Natural  Rights,  about  thw  inalienable  natuie  of  which 
so  much  is  said,  are  three  in  number,  viz  :  ist,  the  right  of  Picksonal  Security  ;  2d,  the  right 
of  Peusonai.  LiBERry,  and  3d,  liie  rig^t  of  Piuvate  PuuPEiiTy.  All  these  three  great  Rights  are 
the  gift  of  God  himself,  to  every  human  being ;  as  is  abundantly  clear  from  all  parts  of  the  Bible, 
in  ^he  manner  already  stated  ;  and  as  tlio  Law  ofiM.iturc  discovered  by  natural  indications,  clear- 
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iy  demonstrates.  He  mu?t  Ijave  intended  this;  or  He  vvouiJ  never  have  made  llio  use  oi  riglilE 
absolutely  neces5firy  to  all  nion,  to  onablo  them  to  obey  His  commands.  No  person  can  there- 
fore alienate  them  from  himself  or  others,  or  destroy  or  infringe  them,  without  committing  » 
crime  against  God'ri  Laws,  and  witlaout  blasphemy  of  some  kind  against  the  Almighty.  Nor 
can  they  be  lawfully  takon  from  any  human  being,  except  as  a  punishment  for  the  commission 
of  crime.  Nor  can  they  be  lawfully  subjected  to  any  human  check  or  centrol,  except  so  far  as 
te  prevent  their  exercise  interfering  with  (heir  use  by  others.  The  whole  subject  of  Unman 
Rights  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  solemn,  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  mankind.  Ev- 
ery person  in  his  own  case  feels  that  it  is  so. 

The ^/-fi  absolute  Right  or  that  of  Pkksonal  Security,  consists  according  to  Blackstone,  in  the 
free  and  uninterrupted  use  and  enjoyment,  of  our  lives,  limbs,  bodies,  health  and  reputations. 

Tho  second  absolute  Right  or  that  of  Personal  Liberty,  consists  in  the  free  and  uninterrupted 
privilege  of  loco-motion,  or  of  going,  staying  and  returning,  whither,  where,  when,  and  as  we 
please. 

Tho  third  absolute  Right  or  that  of  Private  Property,  consists  in  the  free  and  uninterrupted 
privilege,  of  acquiring,  using,  aliening,  and  disposing  of  as  our  own  exclusively,  all  kinds  of  nat- 
ural objects  or  substances  except  human  beings.  The  express  grant  of  all  those  things  to  all  man- 
kind alike,  (Gen.  i  26,  28,)  necessarily  excludes  the  right  of  property  or  ovvnershij)  of  men  in 
each  other. 

These  three  great  Absolute  Natural  Rights  belong  equally  to  all  mankind,  whatever  their  cir- 
cumstances, ages  or  relations  may  be.  But  there  are  certain  otha-  Rights  which  the  greatest 
partof  mankind  possess,  in  consequence  of  certain  relations  they  generally  sustam  towards  each 
other,  and  which  are  thence  called  Relative  Rights.  These  are,  the  Rights  of  husband  and  icife, 
Qf  parent  and  child,  of  guardian  and  ward,  and  of  master  and  servant;  vide  1  Blac.  Com.  123. 
422.     All  these  Rights  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned,  are  likewise  the  gift  of  God  and  ina- 

lienable.  ,  .        /.<■.■.,  .      n 

There  ere  two  other  kinds  of  Rights,  the  benefit  if  not  the  possession  of  which  belongs  to  all 
mankind,  and  which  eught  to  be  possessed  and  used  as  just  occasioa  requires,  by  all  persons 
who  can  justly  and  lawfully  possess  them,  and  who  aie  capable  of  using  thorn  properly.  *or 
the  sake  of  distinction,  I  will  call  them  Republican  and  Conventional  Rights.  ^ 

The  first  or  Republican  Rights,  are  auxiliary  or  ancillary  to  the  great  Absolute  Natur;-!  llights, 
bein"  necessary  to  protect  and  sustain  thorn  in  full  cxeicise.  These  are,  the  right  to  petition 
government  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ;  the  right  to  apphj  to  courts  of  justice  for  redress  of  inju- 
ries; the  right  to  bear  arms;  the  right  of  suffrage ;  the  right  <o  testify  as  witnesses;  the  right  to 
serve  as  jurymen ;  the  right  to  acquire  education  ;  the  right  to  freedom  oj  speech  and  the  press ;  the 
ri-'ht  of  conscience,  and  some  others.  Most  of  these  rights  are  secured  to  the  white  people  of 
this  country,  by  their  state  constitutions  and  laws.  It  is  clear  that  the  great  Absolute  Natural 
Rights  cannot  be  protected  and  enjoyed,  and  would  be  in  constant  danger  of  being  infringed 
and  trampled  on,  without  the  assistance  and  support  of  these  minor  rights ;  as  the  histories  of 
all  despotic  governments  show;  and  as  the  conduct  of  the  guilty  white  people  of  this  country, 
who  are  so  jealous  of  their  full  possession  and  free  exercise,  proves,  ihis  fact,  and  the  tact 
that  we  are  by  nature  capable,  on  arrival  at  years  of  discretion,  of  their  proper  exercise,  proves  * 
by  necessani  implication,  that  these  Rights  are  also  tho  gif^  of  God,  and  of  course  inalienable,— 
vide  1  Blac.  Com.  141.  It  is  a  rule  of  tho  Common  Law,  that  whenever  a  contract  or  other  in- 
strumont  grants  express  powers,  all  other  powers  necessary  for  the  exercissand  enjoyment  of  those  C 
powers  are  impZic(/;  that  is,  are  given  by  necessary  implication,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  in- 
strument.  So  if  a  grant  be  made  in  a  deed,  all  other  rights  and  privileges  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  grant,  are  given  by  tho  deed,  though  not  named  therein,— vide  2  Blac.  Lorn.  db. 

The  other  or  Conventional  Rights,  are  such  as  are  acquired  by  conlract  or  agroenient  vyith 
ethers  ;  such  as  the  right  to  marry;  tho  right  of  social  i^^^^^^ourse;  the  right  to  use  theserv^cj^s. 
and ; 
com 
each 
public 
pointme 
Law 


make  and  execute  just  contracts,  is  inalienable ;  for  the  same  reason  the  others  are ;  thoujh  some 
nshts  acquired  by  just  contract,  may  in  some  cases  be  sold  or  otherwise  alienated,  by  their  right- 

"  A'lUhese  Right8*taken  collectively,  make  up  the  sum  total  of  what  are  called  ""'J*''  ^^'^fl"'^ 
They  are  so  called,  because  they  belong  to  human  beings  only.  To  determine  ^he^^'"/.  ^^,\"f 
belongs  to  the  human  species,  and  so  entitled  to  these  Rights,  vve  have  only  to  observe  w he  ner 
he  potsesses  three  qualities,  viz:  1st,  Reason:  26,  Speech:  and  3d,  Human  skap»,  or  gantzaiwn, 
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,f»aiures,fucultiM  and  capatity.  If  be  hare  these,  ha  is  apeifsct  human  beiug,  isenJoweJ  by  his 
Maker  u-iih  all  ihe  foregoing  inalienable  Human  Jlights,  and  it  is  blaspliemous  to  deprive  him 
ofths  use  of  them  in  any  case,  except  for  the  comroission  of  crimes.  All  other  htimaD  peculiar 
ities  and  differences  have  nothing  to  do  with  human  identity,  and  aioof  no  consequence  as  ii  res- 
pects the  possession  and  free  exercise  of  erpial  human  rights.  Colour  fgr  instance,  thoogh  fre 
quently  characteristic  of  large  classes  of  nntura)  objects,  has  yet  no  relation  to  identity  in  any 
case.  It  is  always  an  immaterial  physical  peculiarity,  whether  distinctive  or  accidental.  Nor 
is  variety  any  test  of  identity.  Every  race  of  plants  and  animals  has  its  varieties ;  why  then 
(should  not  the  human  race  have  its  varieties;  for  analogy  requires  them?  There  are  said  by 
naturalists,  to  he  five  distinct  races  or  varieties  of  the  human  species,  all  equally  perfect  in  hu- 
man identity,  though  each  differs  from  the  rest,  in  the  possession  of  some  immaterial  physical  pe- 
culiarities. Of  these  the  negro  or  black  race  is  one,  possessing  all  the  qualities  necessary  to 
identify  the  human  rpecioa,  in  as  great  perfection  as  any  of  the  other  races.  _  To  deprive  colour- 
ed people  of  their  just  human  rights  then,  is  a  most  atrocious  crime  against  the  Law  of  God,  as 
well  as  against  the  Common  Law. 

All  the  just  rights  of  men  being  thus  the  gift  of  God,  are  therefore  Divire  rights.  And  any 
right  which  annuls  or  infringes  these  natural  or  Divine  rights,  is  a  wrong,  crime  or  sin  ;  it  being 
simply  a  blasphemous  usurpation  of  men,  ajjainsl  the  Law  of  God,  and  committed  in  contempt 
.■»nd  violation  thereof.  Such  is  the  Right  of  Slavery,  which  annuls  and  tramples  on  all  the  Nat- 
ural Rights,  granted  to  all  men  by  their  Maker.  Slavery  is  indeed  a  most  tremendous  sin;  but 
Vdce  many  other  abominations,  such  as  murder  and  idol  worship  for  instance,  it  has  been  very 
common  in  all  barbarous  ages  and  nations.  And  the  fact  that  more  white  people  are  now  and 
always  have  been,  in  a  state  of  slavery,  than  black  ones,  proves,  that  slavery  is  not  more  natural 
to  one  race  of  men  tlian  another.  It  is  a  heathen  and  barbarian  abomination  ;  and  for  enlightened 
c;Iiristians  to  tolerate  it  in  the  nineteenth  century,  indicates  a  degree  of  moral  corruption,  that  has 
not  I  suspect,  been  surpassed  eince  the  times  of  the  Canaanites. 

Inanimate  objects  have  no  rights,  of  course.  Brutes  have  too  little  reason  lo  tinderstand  righto, 
or  lo  use  them  if  they  had  them  ;  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enslave  them,  to  render  theni 
useful  to  mankind.  Thus  does  the  Law  of  Nature  as  well  as  that  of  Revelation,  devote  them  to 
tlavery  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  To  treat  them  with  cruelty  is  highly  sinful,  (vide  Deut.  xxv 
?',  Prov.  xii  10,)  and  in  this  sense,  they  may  be  said  to  have  the  right  of  humane  treatment;  tho' 
they  have  not  sense  enough  to  redress  injuries  to  if.  They  are  all  justly  born  and  used  as  slaves. 
But  it  is  impossible  to  enslave  a  human  being  of  any  «"aco  or  description,  without  his  resenting 
It  as  an  injury,  without  n  conecionsness  of  wrong  by  the  enslaver,  and  without  a  blasphemous 
violation  of  the  Law  of  Revelation,  the  Law  of  Nature  and  the  Common  Low. 

It  is  an  inevilablo  conclusion  in  honest  argument  on  the  subject  of  Abolition,  that  all  men  havo 
the  rights  of  men,  granted  to  them  by  their  Creator.  If  therefore  negroes  are  men,  they  ought 
10  beTREATKcliko  men  ;  and  not  like  brutes.  It  is  enough  to  mako  every  hone.st  person  an  ab- 
olitionist, to  know  that  coloured  slaves  are  men.  So  necessary  and  unavoidable  is  this  conclu- 
iion,  that  the  opposers  of  abolition  when  they  will  condescend  to  argue  at  all,  are  soon  coropel- 
'.ed  to  deny  the  human  nature  of  negroes.  And  I  have  hoard  some  pretended  anatomical  facts 
and  other  alleged  circumstances  brought  forward,  lo  prove,  that  though  negroes  have  always 
been  classed  in  the  human  species  by  naturalists,  yet  they  are  in  fact  brutes ;  or  at  the  most,  an 
intermediate  link  between  the  human  and  brute  species.  And  the  truth  is,  we  have  been  bo 
long  in  tho  habit  of  treating  the  coloured  people  in  many  respects  as  brutes,  that  many  white 
people  foel  or  affect  to  feci,  that  they  really  are  a  species  of  the  brute  creation,  —  a  sort  of  apes  or 
ourangoutanga.  Nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  the  supporters  of  slavery  to  make  this  base 
pretence.  It  tnay  seem  like  folly,  to  attempt  to  combat  such  a  blasphemous  perversion  of  human 
reason.  But  that  every  'refuge  of  lies'  used  to  support  slavery  may  be  overthrown,  I  will  treat 
the  subjpct  seriously. 

Some  contend  there  is  a  regular  gradation  of  intelligence,  from  the  lowest  species  of  animals 
up  to  white  men.  But  this  is  not  true.  God  gave  to  man  gmcraUy,  dominion  overall  brute  an- 
imals; tiicreby  proclaiming  the  equal  capacity  aa  well  as  right,  of  all  men  for  this  purpose.  Tho 
Law  of  Nature  teaches  the  same  doctrine.  Biutes  have  instinctive  reason  only;  and  each  class 
has  an  instinct  £cc»i/iar  to  itself;  and  one  instinct  has  no  more 'intellijience'  tlian  another,  that 
wo  know  of.  Brutes  have  no  moral  nor  intellectual  reason,  properly  so  called  ;  and  there  is  ve- 
ry little  difference  in  their  instinctive  reason  ;  and  none  of  them  possess  the  faculty  of  articulate 
speech.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  number,  kind  and  degree  of  the  purely  human  qualities, 
among  any  of  tho  varieties  of  man.  They  all  possess  thorn  in  equal  perfection.  But  between 
man  and  every  species  of  brutes,  there  is  a  wldo  and  impassable  gulf  of  difforenco,  in  reason, 
speech  and  all  their  qualilios.  There  is  no  'regular  gradation'  in  these  respects,  between  man 
and  brute.  It  is  a  broad  and  plain  chasm,  intuitively  perceptible  to  the  smallest  human  capacity; 
and  which  all  men  recognize  alike,  by  their  instiuclivo  authority  over  the  bruto  creation. 

It  IS  sometimes  pretended,  that  tho  long  continuance  of  the  negro  savages  of  Africa  in  a  state 
of  barbarism,  is  »ufficicnl  to  show  their  uller  incopacity  for  civilization ;  and  that  they  cannot 
»h«r«for«  be  ?wen.     But  ihifl  argument  will  prove  far  too  ranch  to  bo  gtrod  for  any  thing      For  not 


3b 


onlv  the  Afucan  negroe.,  b.U  tha  A.aba,  the  Moor.,  the  Hindoo*    tlio  Chinese    and  the  ocaut.fai 
SlJ  Ln«  ana   Ge'orgUn.  th«  .lur«.t  wh.te  people  in  tho  «'orld    the  North  Amencan  Ind.an* 
Trd    nderd  tl  e  sroat  nToior.ty  of  mankind  acknowledged  to  b.  Buoh,  have  remained  ma  stato  ot 
IIV  Jfsm  aili.rof  long-^r  tl.a„  the  negroes  have.     The  argument  goes  to  prove,  tlm   that  por- 
Uon  oZnIand  o^nly  .'hZ  are  cUUized,  b'elong  to  the  human  race  !     .f"  Ir^^^^^'j^S^s  [hi'efFe 
fully  carried  out.  it  will  prove  that  our  own  remote  ancestors  were  all  brutes  1     buch  is  the  efte... 
of  the  it  emp"  to  make  civilization  a  test  of  human   idcutity.     The  black  population  of  Atr.ca 
have  made  as  great  advances  in  tho  art.,  as  most  other  barbarians  have  ;   as  the  researches  of  au- 
Uient  c  Uavellfrrwiil  .how.     They  are  a.  far  advanced  m  the  arts    us  our  own  ancestois  wore 
Ju  lus  fe  a'-s  time.     And  the  only  rea.on  why  they  have  not  become  c.vihzed  is.  becauso 
ce  most  oUrer  barbarians,  they  have  been  cut  off  by  circumstances,  from  the  civilizing  mfluen- 
ces  ofc  v.l  zat  on      Thconly  intiuencea  of  it  they  have  ever  felt,  have  been  its  demoralizing,  . n- 
iurious    w  eked      fluencoa.     Civilisation  has  never  been  employed  to  benefit,  but  to  injure  Africa. 
•^    CaVr,,ne„t  can  be  framed  to  .i^^port  this  absurd  l.ypotho.is,  but  what  will  oontraa.ct  Use 
a  ra^Tt  U  at  diows  the  hypothesis  itself  must  be  false.     And  it  would  .eem  from  the  facts  jn  the, 

oa  o  tl  none  could  bo^Lnd  ..Uy  e.ongh  to  doubt,  or  --^/^'^.-^S^.?  .Sll^^lft  iT^^uJr 
!he  human  nature  of  black  peoplo.  But  as  many  really  do  doubt  or  affsct  to  doubt,  in  a  matter 
so  obvious   I  will  make  some  plain  inquiries. 

In  the  C;st  place  I  ask,  if  negroes  are  not  >nen,  what  sort  R^Cn-ME  do  those  white  people  com^ 
mil,  who  cohabit  and  amalga.nate  with  them  I  vide  Lx.  xxt  19,  Lev.  xviu  23  .xx  lo,  16.  And 
n  the  next  place,  how  hap'pens  U  that  tho  mixed  oto^-TiDg  ol  tins  intercourse,  have  the  powerof 
propa^atin-  their  species  1  13ut  to  drop  these  indelicate  inrju.ries;  ^r^v  is  it  that  ho  slavehold- 
el^  fn  t  efr  adverifsements  of  slaves  sales,  auctions  and  runaways,  are  in  the  habit  ol  deacribing 
tl  :\.  Ivt  as  bla  rrblack  -.m.n.  black  boy.,  black  girls  and  black  cladren;  or  as  negro 
men  women  &c.  ;  and  of  tumiliarly  conversing  with  and  about  them,  a.  black  persons  black 
peo%,  black  fiUmos,  rccnol.cs,  ,crvauts,folk^.  &c.  7  For  nobody  ever  thinks  of  giving  these  ap- 
nelfat i'ons  to  real  brutes.  Nay,  why  aro  they  always  called  sLcvccs  or  .xrmnts .'^  For  brutes  ar« 
NPver  so  called.  -\nd  why  do  the  laws  made  for  ihe-r  regulation  or  rather  oppression,  call  then; 
black  and  mui;tto1.er.o«.f  men  &c.  1  And  why  are  such  laws  -ado  «.  all  or  -«^e  «b  j,,tory 
on  Ihem  f  Laws  to  regulate  brutes,  are  made  obligatory  on  their  owners  only.  Why  then  do 
lawa  eve,  inflict  pains,  ycualdes  and  punishmmts  on  negroes,  ,f  they  are  not  human  beings?  U 
a  ever  necessary  to  pass'^laws,  to  prevent  cattle  and  horses  from  having  the  beneht  o  common 
schools,  hogs  from  sitting  as  jurymen,  goats  from  preaclang,  cuts  and  dogs  from  vot.ng.at  the 
poll,,,  and  monkies  from  praciismg  at  the  bar  or  testifying  as  witnesses  ?  Are  laws  ever  made 
to  try  brute  animals  in  courts  of  iu..tice,  or  to  tax  them,  or  to  allow  or  prohibit  their  doing  any 
thing  else,  that  men  only  are  capable  of  doing?  And  would  grave  and  learned  legislators  ren- 
der fhemselves  ridiculous,  in  thus  designating  or  legis  at.ng  tor  beings  that  were  in  fac  brufe,  ? 
Or  would  such  legi-slators  be  liable  to  mistake  the  real  nature  of  negroes?  This  is  wholly  in- 
credible. And  why  do  white  people  make  and  execute  contracts  with  negroes  and  trust  im- 
portant  business  to  their  discretion  ;  and  why  do  governments  make  treaties  with  them  ?  And 
why  the  propositions  lo  send  missionaries  to  ciuistianizo  and  convert  the  African  negroes  ;  or 
as  Mr.  Clay  dul,  reoommend  American  negroea  as  missionaries  for  he  same  purpose?  And 
why  is  it  that  black  people  aro  found  as  capable  in  oil  trades  and  employments,  and  suscep  ib  e 
of  as  much  learning  civilization  and  retmement,  as  white  ones  And  v.hy-  are  they  able  to 
frame  civil  governments,  laws  and  economy,  as  in  St.  Domingo?  And  above  a  I,  it  t^egroen 
really  are  brutes,  why  the  tremendous  uptoar  and  dm  among  tlie  slaveholders^ai  the  south  an* 
thoir  friends  at  the  north,  about  tlie  'incendiary  abolition  circulars  as  they  lalsely  call  the^V- 
pent  us  they  falsely  allege,  by  the  aboli.ioniilg  among  their  slaves  ?  And  about  the  bloody  de- 
signs'  of  tlie  'wicked  and  treasonable'  abolitionists  ?  Do  they  or  their  triends  pretend,  that  these 
eifculara  would  have  any  etiect  on  real  brutes ;  upon  cattle  and  horses  for  instance  :  u£on  hogs, 
doga,  cau,  sheep,  gouts,  geese,  turkies,  hens,  doves,  elephants,  lions  tiger*.,  bears,  hii>popota- 
mi  and  monkies  I  Surely  the  conduct  of  the  slaveholders  and  tiieir  tnends,  m  ^rmiing  the  ne- 
groes as  human  beings,  in  every  respect  except  as  to  rights,  is  most  ineftably  ridiculous,  on  the 
supposition  they  are  not  human  beings,  eudowAd  with  all  the  dulmctive  qualities,  properties 
and  faculties  of  huinau  beings.  .         r.      i        i       •        i 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  negroes  actually  differ  from  white  people.  So  they  do  m  colour,  a^ 
black  horses,  cattle  and  other  animals  differ  li-om  whilij  ones ;  and  in  a  few  other  imniatenal 
physical  peculiarities,  suflicient  to  distinguish  the  races,  bat  not  in  the  least  to  afiect  the  identity 
of  the  species:  and  of  course,  not  toarfcct  the  identity  of  the  rights,  which  belong  to  the  specio.s 
as  tho  -ift  ofGod.  Colour  has  nothing  to  do  with  identity  in  any  other  case  ;  then  why  should 
it  in  thts  ?  Black  men  dillor  from  while  ones,  as  red,  brown  and  olive  coloured  men  ditier  rom 
ihom,  and  from  each  other ;  that  is  to  say,  in  a  few  immaterial  physical  peculiarities,  which  do 
not  in  tiie  least  alfect  the  identity  of  tho  species.  The  anatomical  structure,  organization  and 
functions  of  each  race  and  individual  of  tho  human  species,  is  precisely  similar  to  those  of  all 
the  rest,  without  tha  slight*.^  material  difference.  Tiiere  is  no  auatornical  diflerenco  of  import- , 
:;nce,  amon."  any  of  the  races.     And  lliero  is  less  duiicuity  in  idcntifyir^g  the  human  species,  ;a. 
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any  case,    than  in  almost  any  species  of  brutes.     Nor  is  there  any  thing  nrlificjal  that  white  ne. 
sons  are  ab  e  to  perform,  but  what  black  ones  with  the  «ame  nians  a^'nd  ad  v.ir  taL      are  found 
just  us  capab  e  of  executing.     Those  who  pretend  that  negroes  are  not  human  beina^'  a  e  oh hrr 
ed  to  reject  the  use  of  common  sense.     Indeed  in  a  matter'so  plain  and  obv  ou" ,  aSbout  whic^h 
onest  men  (ana  dishonest  ones  when  off  their  guard)  so  instinctively  agree    .Totwiths  a^din- 
the  moral  corruption  and   blindness  produced   by  slavery    I  havP  nn  r-h^t  ;,?V  ,  .iT         .      P? 
sincerity  or  thoie,  whoaffect  todoubfof  the  humL  natS  of  black  people  '"^  ^"^  '''  ^''''"'^"' 
Itlms  been  said    thattiie  long  enslavement  of  the  blacks,  though  it  may 'not  prove  them  to  be 
actual  brutes,  yet  it  shows  their  great  natural  inferiority  to  the  whites,  and  plLlyTndicatTs  tJ.eir 
natural  adaptation  to  servitude;  and  that  the  pretencef  of  their  ability  to  equal  the  wh.teB    vkh 
he  same  advantages,  is  a  chimera.     Their  natural  and  proper  station  in  socie  y  h  ilsa  d    must 
be  below  that  of  the  whites,  msome  way,  measure  and  degree.     This  reasoninVs  the  effect  of 
he  genuine  aristocratic  prejudice  against  condition,   already  alluded  to  in  tS  Telro      The 
same  false  pretence  is  made  by  aristocrats  every  where,  against  those  already  belovv  them  in  t  la 
.cale  of  anslocrat.c  society,  m  order  to   insure  the  degradation  of  their  inferiorr  S  a"-ue 
from  the  long  established  condition  oF thos^  below  them,  that  they  are  infe no    i^na^r^  ffi 
19  to  say  ;  they  take  advantage  of  their  own  combined  oppressions,  alias  thdr  own  wrongs    to 
degrade  the  multitude  by  argument  drawn  from  comparison./or  the  sake  ofTcpZ(h7md!'r;ad. 
ed,  prevent  their  condition  from  improving,  and  thus  secure  their  own  supremacy  inTociefv  - 
Precisely  similar  is  the  conduct  of  the  while  people  of  this  "uiltv  coiintrv    tnTJlZ  !\  s°^'f'y-— 
people.     They  take  the  same  wicked  advanta'ge  Sf  theil  ow^n^^X"      ull  -o^^^^^^^^^  otret'nS 
degrade    he  co bured  race,  for  the  pwyoso  of  keeping  them  degraded      TheTpLnosSy  prevent 
their  participating,  in  the  usual  fountai::s  and  avenues  of  knowledge  and  "km^  aiTthen^farse"v 
pretend  they  aro«a.z.r.%  inferior,  and  so  ought  and  must  be,  servants  or    Les  to  the  whTt^ 
race.     Such  insulting  wickedness  wi     not  bo  foigiven  on  Hijrh    with..,.»  Lt!l.,  i      r 

mation.     The  truth  fs,  there  is  no  natural  difference  o^iSenSpaci^  a'dltw^r 
upper  and  lower  classes  of  society,  nor  between  the  diSt  rLes  of  mTnt  n^  ?='  ^^ 

falsely  pretended.  Tho  natural  abilitios  of  the  one  a/eTs  good  4  hos^of  hTn'rhpr  vaZT' 
and  other  means  of  improvement,  have  noade  all  the  diffLfnce/  The  black  a?  'i^Jn  n^o'  esiec" 
naturally  inferior,  to  the  white  or  any  other  race.  Tho  diflpr^n^o  L  .k  ^-z  no  icspect 
race,  in  tl..  country,  has  been  produced  whonTby  wieled  S^ia^nl'eLr'^'""'^  °'  '''  '''"' 
And  if  the  condition  of  the  coloured  people  be  still  appealed  to,  as  a  proof  of  their  natural  in 
priority  ;  and  that  they  are  as  has  often  boen  alleged,  prone  to  slkvery.Sy  broke  to  tt  yoke 
&c.  ;  let  those  who  make  he  allegations,  pl«ase  to  answer  tho  follow  ng  inquires  VVhat  d  d 
the  conditmn  of  the  «;/«/c  slaves,  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rom.  prove?  VVhat^does  the  cond  tion 
of  the  millions  o(  tckUe  s  aves.  now  in  modcn  Russia,  Turkey'  and  Poland  prove?  What  die" 
the  practice  of  the  white  harbar  ans  of  C  rcassia  and  the  roiinhio=  ^H;».n.,.  th    i      j  .      u- 

people  in  the  world,  of  selling  their  own  children  £  sTa^e  '^To^e^'^'^Kl^s'rsh  eTy '^f 
caste,  among  the  Hindoos  and  other  oiiental  nations  prove  ?  What  did  th^s  averv  of  vlM«/n^! 
.n  ancient  England  prove  ?  What  did  the  practice  of 'our  British  and  oth  5  Ltope'^.nanc^^^^^^^^ 
who  in  ancient  Feudal  times,  bought  and  sold  ench  other  for  slaves  prove  ?  And  whardoes  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  greater  number  of  white  than  of  black  slaves,  novv  in  the  wo  Id  prove  7  Ad 
If ««  tJie  tendency  to  slavery  exists  in  tiio  black  race,  how  has  h  happened    that  there  has  al 

world^^'whe^n  tjrrrr'''''  f  '""^'"'^  '"^-^^^y'  '''^-  ™°^*'  -'" '«  f^-  black    raves   «  the 
7J^    fiT     .  "  "^  °^''"  """'?'  '».q""'««  "'•«  satisfactorily  answered,  it  may  be   proper 

bFacf  peopfc?      '"■■'"'  interesting  inquiries,  respecting  the^  brutal  and'sLAVis^H  nature^of 

Thus  has  it  been  proven  beyond  the  possibility  of  an  honest  doubt,  that  slavery  is  as  rroat  a 
crime  against  tho  Law  of^ God  as  murder  or  any  other  crime,  and  that  it  is  a  great  cr  mc  Sst 
the  Common  Law.  And  such  being  clearly  the  fact,  it  will  naturally  be  asked,  ho w  it  wafZ 
sbU  so  great  and  so  plain  a  sm,  could  become  customary  among  christian  nations  -I  ZZZ  ■ 

he  CT"  ""'"!'''  '"T''  '".'  i""-«rf-e'l  aniens  ehriitians,  by  reprobate  men    n  imU    ion  of 
the  heathen ;  and  was  afterwards  sanctioned  and   legalized    by   wicked  vrrvrr'^lnr^'^nt-rlZ?^ 
parts  of  the  Scriptures.     Authentic  history  pro.erUhisfLclc^^ly.^  Tho  M^^^^ 
whether  slavery  has  not  been  a  sin  of  ignorance/  I  answer,  no;   it  is  nof  po    ibic   it  should 

ianUy  Xn  tMsTarn"°K^"^"""  .''■'''■^  "°^«^  ^«^  ^  ''^^  ^'-«  the  h!trSct ion  of  cW 
S'  J^^Y  "'''.1  Po^^'f^'e  "'""^.^  christian  people.  Tho  case  is  too  plain  and  manifest  to 
admit  of  suchapossib.ity,  among  christians,  with  the  Bible  in  their  Lnds  and  favored  with 
pospel  privileges.  It  might  as  well  be  pretended,  that  murder,  ihefl  and  robboJrclri  'sins  of 
snoranco  among  such  people.  Murder  by  religious  persecution,  by  offensivo  vvkr  L  dudf  ni 
I^LI'ZZ"^  means  has  been  very  common  among  chiistian  nations.  But  it  has  neve? 
eon  a  sin  of  ignorance,   because  all  christians  must  or   might  have  known  better      \Vo  se^  fn 


for.  We  see  also  tVo^  tl.rnul  ;ur;a7sai  qurd'Z',  iliri  ''  '""'''^'"^  ^"""'S'^''  "-"- 
pun.shmont,  because  thai.-  priest.  anu'lali^To^h:  :%    ".j  "u^f  bV'^  '-'" 

llie  reason  was,  because  the  Jewn  did  or  rii  ..|.t  k„o/betrer      T  «  T  J'  ^^'"  ^^^ay.-. 

ed  to  them  every  sabbath,  and  they  were  bound  thunder  and  ..  nV  r""'!"^  "'"^  «xpoHnd, 
wu bout  excuse.  And  it  would  «eern  from  Pha  ao^s  oa' e  i  at  ti  o  iZ^  %''?'^  '"'''  ''^«^°^"^*» 
vea  s  this  dn,  that  God  holds  even  the  heatheraccounUbll  ,W  ,  ?l  '^'^^•""'■^  "^^  «'e«^'y  re- 
Will  not  'wink  af  its  commission,  by  any  body  It  r^S  twVl  'h^  '  V°  fr\"  ''"•  ""^'  "^ 
i«  a  sin  of  ignorance  amonff  chris'tian  "L^e  as  L  VlaJcfry  c  n  rrr?"'L''^'  "^''  ™"'-''«'-^«« 
cr.me  against  the  Law  of  God,  than  s  a  very  s  A  cl  SSs  h«vl  b  "'^',"  "°'.  •*  !''"'"«' 
or  //u^rAihave  known  it  by  examination  •   and  InhJcL!  ^  ,''?'''^"  ""^  ^"'''"i"  fact  , 

ladgo  of  it.  criminal  n.t.r^,  theyT.av  cormlrd  h'e  sin  oTSztr'''"''^'  T'-'""'  '^'^"'^^- 
dkJ   nor  ever  will    'wink  af  or  nardon    w  fhm  t   „■  °*  "'»'^"'  ignorance,  which  God  never 

Numb.  XV  30.   Deut..vi?r4   o7cw\I  vil5^  reformation;    vide 

Luke  xii  47.  John  iii  19,  iJeb.  vi  4.  5  G  ITg   4'  2d  Pel   i  Vsi     '^-  ,^'°''-  '  ^'^'-^^'   ^ 
ge-s.     The   isnorant  hea  hon  who  )  „H   n'  fv,!:  k  .',  .r_  \'';    '  l^  ^^-  '^"^  numerous  other 


xxix  ], 


gas.     The  ignorant  heathen  who  liad  nothing  bur  fb«   l?!h!'  e     .'  ^'"^  numerous  other  passa- 


lie  true  na- 


Lecture  Second. 


ABOIilTlOI^. 


,  ^^  rfih^  <rrP«iMt  of  crimes  or  sina,  I  next  proceed 

HAVING  thuB  proven,  that  f^;y  ;^^^^f^fZ^,;,,,,^  M.Ution,  w.ll  be  perfectly 
,n  a  separate  Lecture,  to  prove  A.t  U.  -^"^f^'^  concerned  or  intere.ted  ther.m.  and  wiil, 
.afe.  and  greaUy  beaefic.al,  to  ^^'^J^-^^'.^truL  necessary  ,  and  ,hat  U  U  the  only 
the.efore,  be  h^gl.ly  pohtvc    as  wel    as  J"«  |J'^"'  ^^  ^„d  dangeroue,  and  there 

safe  k>nd  of  abolU.on  ;  gradual  uoohUo    ^^^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^  .iU  .nost  clearly  appear 

fore  sinful  as  W3U  as  inexpedient.     Th.,  tru  h  ot  "^^««  g  ^        proceeding  to  the 

'"  ^"  't^^:^L:Z:  ?rn::^  "^rruoduce.  of  a  .^neral  natu.. 

experience  proves  that  '^J^^/XT:::::.:  Nof  ttr  inaUnce  can  be  found,  in  physic, 
which  is  true  in  theory  and  false  mpractce.     xn  .^  ^^^     ^^^^  ^^^ 

o,  .nelaphys.cs.  or  in  the  who  e  circle  o  the  -'-"''  ^^  ^J'^^^^  J^s.  that  there  is 
practice  after  that  theory  .s  false  and  dangerous.     Umversal  e»penen      p  ^^ 

Lothmg   abstractly   right,  but  what  is  practically  n«h  •    JJ.e  r^a.on  is     I  ^^^    >^ 

.„ns,stent  u-ith  Uself.  and  never  inconsistenl  ^r  conU.6^^^or  is  the      ^^  y^^  ^^  ^^^^„^^_ 

an  abstract  truth  or  falsehood,  without  their  P^  '"^^^  '^  •  ion  an  ab.  raction.  They  are 
,on.  any  n^ore  than  .urdc,  and  -  -  -n.  ^  e.    N^^^^^^       ^^^^  ^_^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

both  solemn  practical  real.t  es.  .^''^'l^''\2^  ,^^  be  true,  the  practice  after  them  must  be 
J^oZog,  therefore  proves.    ^^^^^  ^^'^'^'^^^^^^^^^^^  that  the 

perfectly  safe,  beneficial  and  usetul.  ^"""^'"S'^'  ",'  ,.  ^  „,  ,.,,^i,e  vcgardlesa  of  consequen-. 
Lst  policy  in  all  cases  is,  to  do  imorediate  -^  "^  ^^^     "^^  j^^^^^^^^^^  ,,at  expediency  re- 

caa  ;. hat  full  and  iminediate  justice  rs  always  the  h'Sj-^  '^ZZls  the  Law  of  Nature  re- 
gardless  of  right  and  justice,   is  always  the  worst   policy  JJ^^^^^^  \  .^^^  ,^,,l  ,. 

'uire  the  immediate  abolilion  of  slavery.  No  ^^^;f;!^,f ';;,,!  ;  as  the  operation 
Llition  .  but  the  worst  ones  have  ^'-y^J^^^-  .;  "  ^  ^i.S  L  abu'ses,  prove".  The 
of  the  British  apprenticeship  act,  and  rnoie  ^^P^^'^''^  ^'  ';  ^^  ^,^^  ,,,,hes  these  doctrines 
greatest  prudence  is.  always  to  worU  ^-ghteousn  ss.  ^ ^'^  B'^'^^f;^^^^,^^  .,  3,,,,,^  ,,,,^  .„ 
plainly  •,  but   most  of  the  churches  seem  not  to  heed  thern        in  ^^^.^^^^^ 

regavd'to  the  relinquishment  of  all  bad  habits  and  P^^"  j.  J^;^:,"  ,  3  ..g^ly  recommend- 
latemperance.  u  always  found  perfectly  safe  ;  and  -^^  j'^'^';"^^*  ,,  J,  J  f.l^e  and  e,. 
.d  by  the  most  mtelli.ent  physicians.      On  the  other  b^"'^  "'^'^^^^  -"  ^^  ^^^ 

roneous  i«  theory,  but  what  i.  dangerous  and  de.truct.vs  ir.  praaice. 
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First  LectHrSj  how  falsa  and  criminal  slavery  is.  Analogy  iheiefare,  ai  well  as  experience, 
prores,  thai  the  practice  of  it  must  be  highly  dangerous  and  deetructive.  And  thai  it  is  so  in 
all  reppectB,  no  additional  arguments  are  neceitary  fo  eetablieh. 

The  Second  general  remark  is,  that  the  Scriptures  plainly  and  abundantly  teach  the  doctride 
of  immediate  repentance  and  reformation  from  every  sin,  without  regard  to  corMequences.  No 
doctrine  is  more  fully  and  plainly  taught  in  the  Bible  than  this  ;  vide  Jer.  ii  22,  iv  1,  Dan.  It 
37,  Matt,  iii  2,  Mark  i  15,  Luke  xiii  3,  xxiv  47,  Aols  ii  38,  iii  19,  viii  22,  xvii  30,  2d  Cor.  vi  2 
^^ — Rev.  ii  5,  16  and  a  multitude  of  other  passages.  Thus  do  the  Law  of  Revelation  and  the 
Law  of  Nature  exactly  harmonize.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  gradual  repentance  and  refor* 
mation  taught  in  any  part  of  the  Bible.  The  doctrine  of  worldly,  prudential  expediency  is  not 
found  there.  The  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  every  command  of  repentance  is,  to  repent  and 
leform  instantly,  forthwith,  at  all  events.  Nor  is  there  any  such  thing  as  repentance  comman- 
ded without  reformation.  Such  is  generally  the  letter,  and  always  the  spirit,  of  every  peniten- 
tial command.  The  clergy  always  enforce  this  doctrine  in  other  cases,  and  urge  the  awful 
dangers  of  delay.  Yet  great  numbers  of  them  insist,  that  repentance  and  reformaiian  from  the 
particular  etn  of  slavery  must  be  gradual  ;  because  if  immediate  they  wonld  not  be  safe.  Re- 
pentance like  faith  is  dead,  without  works  to  prove  its  genuineness.  If  slavery  be  wrong 
therefore,  its  immediate  abolition  must  necessarily  be  right.  Those  who  preach  gradual  abo- 
litiori,  afTeot  to  bo  wiser  than  thoir  Maker  !  God  commands  immediate,  unconditional,  com- 
plete emancipation.  The  58ih  chapter  of  Isaiah  and  the  pl»in  spirit  of  every  part  of  the 
Scriptures,  go  the  whole  length  of  this  doctrine,  without  any  exeepiion  or  condition.  Yet  the 
gradualists  say  they  dare  not  obey  this  command,  because  it  is  not  safe  !  Thus  do  they  charge 
God  with  folly  ;  vide  Job  iv  17-21,  let  Cor.  ii  14,  iii  19,  20,  and  other  similar  passages.  Ab- 
olition is  the  doctrine  of  immediate  repentance  and  refcjrmation  from  the  sin  of  slavery.  It  is 
therefore  as  plain  a  doctrine  of  the  Bible,  as  the  New  Dirth,  the  Atonement,  the  Resurrection 
or  any  other  doctrine  of  Christianity  ;  vide  Ian.  Iviii  1,  &c.  Jer.  xsi  12,  xsii  3,  Eze.  iii  17-21, 
and  numerous  other  passages.  And  it  would  seem  to  be  as  important  a  doctrine  as  any.  For 
none  is  more  repeatedly  and  strongly  inculcated  in  the  Bible  ;  as  a  comparison  of  tho  numer- 
ous quotations  in  the  First  Lecture,  with  those  which  teach  the  other  christian  doctrines  vriW 
prove.  The  practice  of  rightecutness  is  inculcated  all  over  the  Bible.  It  is  difBcult  to  discover 
how  any  body  can  believe,  that  the  Bible  sanctions  slaver)'.  If  it  be  said  that  the  Bible  has 
been  thu.»  construed  by  learned  divines,  the  reply  is,  that  it  has  been  construed  to  justify  mur- 
der and  many  other  crimei* ;  and  it  is  easy  to  construe  it  to  juslify  any  crime,  and  to  pervert 
it  by  construction  to  any  extent.  But  if  the  'blind  will  follow  the  blind,'  they  must  both  Tall  in- 
to the  ditch'  of  error  and  crime,  and  both  suffl-r  punishment  therefor.  Neither  are  excusable 
for  sins  of  perversion  or  false  construction.  Perversions  by  others  are  no  justification  to  us,  as 
the  Jews  found  by  experience.  Love  to  our  neighbor  is  frequenlly  taught  in  the  same  con- 
nexion ^'ith  love  to  God  ;  vide  Deut.  x  12,  19,  Matt,  xxii  37-39,  Luke  x  27,  John  xiii  34,  xv 
12,  Ist  John  iii  17,  iv  12,  20,  21  ;  and  from  the  frequency  with  which  it  is  taught,  s^ems  to  be 
next  to  that  great  command  i.i  importance.  Abolition  is  as  we  have  seen,  often  expressly  taught 
in  the  Scriptures.  But  these  circumstances  show,  that  it  is  a  christian  doctrine  of  the  first  im- 
portance. The  nature  and  power  of  the  doctrine  shoxv  the  same  fact.  A  doctrine  that  oper- 
ates to  disenthral  millions,  and  raise  them  as  it  were  from  the  grave  of  slavery;  to  deliver  nil 
mankind  both  from  temporal  and  spiritual  bondage,  and  imparl  to  all  the  'key  of  knowledge' 
and  the  'word  of  life,' must  necessarily  be  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  doctrines  of 
the  Cbriitian  Re'igion.  I  have  been  extremely  anxious  to  make  this  point  clear;  because  ma- 
ny christians  seem  to  believe,  that  though  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  a  christian  doctrine,  it  is 
yet  one  of  mmor  importance ;  which  is  a  great  error. 

It  Bcems  hardly  necescary  to  add,  that  Slavery  and  its  Abolition  being  moral  and  political 
opposiiea,  cannot  both  be  right  or  both  wrong.  If  one  be  right,  the  other  must  of  course  be 
wrong.  Those  therefore  who  profess  to  oppose  both,  cannot  fail  to  err.  If  slavery  be  wrontr, 
lis  immediate  abolition  must  be  rijht.  It  might  as  well  be  pretended,  that  sin  and  holiness,  jus- 
tice and  injustice,  truth  and  falsehood,  virtue  and  vico,  righteousness  and  unrighteousness,  or 
«.ny  other  case  of  moral  opposites,  are  all  wrong,  as  that  slavery  and  abolition  both  are.  '  In 
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feVery  case  of  moral  oppositca  that  can  be  iinagined.  ii  is  a  plain  doctrine  of  tiie  Scnplure.-i, 
clea>-ly  sljotvn  by  numerous  quotations  in  these  Lectures,  that  one  is  right  and  the  other  is 
wrono.  No  Scripture  tloctrine  is  plainer  than  this.  It  is  aleo  a  plain  doctrine  of  the  Law  of 
Nature  as  every  person's  conscience  assure?  him  ;  and  the  truth  of  it  is  confirmed  by  every 
person's  experience.  Those  therefore  that  oppose  slavery  and  abolition  both,  cannot  fail  to 
sin  "really.  And  so  of  the  pretence,  that  slavery  is  the  haiidmaid  of  liberty,  and  tends  to 
jfr«ng«A«n  our  republican  institutions;  to  be  believed  when  it  is  proved,  that  vice  is  the  'hand- 
maid'  of  virtue,  ein  of  holiness,  injustice  of  justice,  lewdness  of  chastity,  &c. ;  and  that  the  op- 
eration  of  all  moral  opposites,  tend  to  'strengthen'  each  others  influence ! 

I  will  now  commence  the  main  subject.  And  here  I  readily  and  heartily  acknowledge,  that 
if  abolition  as  some  falsely  pretend,  be  as  bad  or  worse  than  slavery,  the  latter  ought  to  be 
continued  and  preserved.  Whenever  we  are  compelled  to  choose  between  two  evils,  we  ought 
always  to  choose  the  least. 

Had  the  proper  christian  means  to  prevent  slavery,  been  freely  used  at  the  commencement 
of  the  practice  in  this  country,  by  preaching  up  the  whole  gospel  in  its  purity,  without  any 
perversion,  it  would  never  have  gained  a  fooling  here.  And  were  this  kind  of  preaching  to  bo 
commenced  in  all  parts  of  the  country  now,  it  would  quickly  put  an  end  to  the  abomination  j 
so  amazingly  powerful  is  gospel  truth,  when  thoroughly  applied  to  the  hearts  and  consciences 
of  men  ;  vide  Isa.  slix  2,  Jer.  xxiii  29,  2d  Cor.  x  4,  5,  Eph.  vi  17,  Heb.  iv  12,  and  other  passa-. 
gee.  The  criminal  neglect  of  the  clergy,  to  preach  and  enforce  the  whole  word  of  God  in  its 
purity,  and  their  criminal  connivance  at  and  support  of  slavery,  are  the  principal  causes  of  the 
continuance  and  growth  of  Ibis  abomination  among  us.  The  clergy  of  this  country,  have 
more  reason  to  fear  the  wrath  of  God  to  follow  this  curse,  than  any  other  persons  in  it  ;  vide 
Lev.  X  11,  1st.  Sam.  ii  12-17,  2d  Chron  six  S-10,  Jer.  xxiii  9-32,  Eze.  iii  18,  19,  Mic.  iii  5, 
Mol!  ii  1-8,  Acts  xx  20,  26,  27'  Gal.  ii  1  i,  Isl  Tiro,  v  20,  21,   Tit.  i  13,  and  various  other  pas. 

•Bagcs.  ■  •       1  1 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  holy  prophets  were  sent,  to  preach  against  national,  customary,  le- 
gal, popular  sins,  and  apparently  against  no  other  ;  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  modern  clergy 
have  seldom  imiiateil  this  example,  although  it  was  expressly  set  for  their  imitation,  as  a 
plain  rule  of  official  duly.  They  have  seldom  preached  against  such  sins,  though  it  was  their 
special  duty  to  do  so.  Like  ttie  false  prophets,  they  have  usually  connived  at  popular  sins,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  They  have  generally  courted  popularity,  to  the  entire  neglect  of 
plain  duty.  Very  seldom  has  any  modern  preacher,  preached  directly  and  faithfully  against  a- 
ny  popular  vice.  It  is  a  smiling  not  a  'frowning  world'  most  of  our  preachers  have  sought  to 
face.  As  soon  as  a  vice  becomes  unpopular,  by  other  agencies  than  their  own,  they  could 
then  preach  against  it ;  but  not  before.  So  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  seldom  preached  a- 
"ainst  anv  hut  popular  sins.  But  their  example  in  this  respect,  has  been  entirely  disregarded 
by  most  modern  preachers.  They  have  been  too  fearful  of  losing  popularity,  to  risk  the  bold 
discharge  of  plain  christian  duty.  Most  of  them  have  like  Jonah,  when  he  was  sent  to  reprove 
and  warn  the  Nincvites  for  thr-ir  Oppressions  and  other  sins,  shrunk  from  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  ;  vide  Jon.  i  2.  Nah.  iii  1;  and  they  will  like  him,  be  punished  for  this  criminal  neg^ 

lect.  ■    ■    ■,    ■        r  -u 

The  Roman  Catholics  first  commenced  the  practice  of  christian  slavery,  in  imitation  ot  the 
barbarians  of  western  Africa  ;  relying  for  the  reconciliation  or  rather  the  hardening  of  their  con- 
sciences  to  it,  on  the  perversion  of  certain  texts  of  Scripture,  extracted  chiefly  from  the  Levui- 
cal  Law  and 'the,  life  of  Abraham,  as  stoted  in  the  former  Lecture,  to  the  entire  neglect  of  the 
whole  spirit,  genius  and  effect  of  the  Scriptures.  The  custom  being  thus  estabhe^ied,  the 
Protestants  adopted  it  on  the  credit  of  the  same  criminal  perversions.  The  Catholics,  especi- 
ally  the  Jesuits,  have  perverted  a  large  portion  of  the  Scriptures,  to  accommodate  the  base  pas- 
sions  and  wicked  interests. of  the  world;  and  their  perversions  have  been  copied  and  adopted 
by  so  many  protectants,  that  genuine  Christianity  is  much  obscured,  and  but  little  practised  in 
its  purity.  We  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  were  the  Saviour  to  come  again  in  the  flesh 
at  the  present  time,  he  would  pronounce  bis  church  as  much  corrupted  now,  as  it  was  at  hia 
lust    advent.     As  christian  slaverv  grew   out  of  christian  corruption,   so   it   ha*  cootribated 
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vastly  to  augment  tiiat  corruplion.  And  as  tlie  practice  either  originaleil  with  christian  prO' 
feasors,  or  was  early  tolerated  and  licensed  by  them  ;  so  its  abolition  must  originate  with  them. 
The  fountain  whence  the  poisonous  stream  has  fiowod,  must  bo  dried  up.  As  soon  as  the 
churches  are  cleared  of  the  abomination,  the  world  will  abandon  it ;  at  least  all  that  part  of  the 
world  under  the  influence  of  genuine  Christianity  will  abandon  it  ;  vide  Prov.  iv  18,  Matt,  v 
13-16,  Phil,  ii  15,  1st  Pet.  ii  12.  But  so  long  as  christians  persevere  in  the  practice,  under 
the  sanction  of  the  christian  church,  it  will  continue  to  flouiish,  even  to  the  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try. Let  the  church  sanction  a  criminal  practice,  and  the  world  will  soon  adopt  it  ;  let  the 
church  renounce  it,  and  the  world  will  renounce  it  also. 

The  christian  church  is  set  for  a  'light'  or  ciainple  to  the  world  ;  vide  Prov.  iv  18,  Matt,  v 
14,  Eph.  V  8,  Phil,  ii  15.  And  if  this  example  be  bad,  it  is  the  most  pernicious  the  world  can 
have  ;  vide  Isa.  iii  12,  i.\  IG,  Mai.  ii  8,  Matt,  xv  14,  Luke  vi  39.  And  such  example  in  the 
church  is  sure  to  meet  with  punishment ;  vide  Mai.  ii  2,  Matt,  xxi  41,  43,  Rev.  ii  5,  and  many 
other  passages.  The  church  is  frequently  threatened  in  the  Bible,  for  this  very  sin  ;  a  most 
Ofninous  warning  to  the  American  churches.  They  have  gone  on  corrupting  the  country  by 
their  slavoholding  example.  And  nothing  but  this  most  nefarious  example  could  have  enabled 
American  slavery,  to  attain  its  present  hideous  growth  and  maturity.  This  growth  and  ma- 
turity cannot  be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way. 

The  principal  means  to  be  used  for  the  extinction  of  slavery  are,  the  preaching  of  the 
GOSPEL.  It  has  been  fashionable  among  the  clergy  of  all  denomination.",  to  inculcate  the  doc- 
trine of  preaching  the  whole  gospel  ;  and  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  this  doctrine  in 
charge  to  each  other.  But  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  have  habitually  neglected  the  doc- 
trine in  practice  ;  vide  Isa.  Ivi  10-12.  In  no  part  of  the  United  Stales  has  it  ever  been  custom- 
ar}',  to  preach  against  slavery  and  slavish  oppression  ;  though  slavery  has  been  the  greatest 
national  sin  of  the  country.  Nor  has  the  necessity  and  Divine  obligation  of  its  abolition,  ever 
until  lately  been  discussed  in  the  pulpit.  They  have  both  been  considered  forbidden  topics,  in 
compliance  with  wicked  custom.  Nor  has  it  ever  been  customary  to  pray  for  slaves  ;  vide  Ist 
Tim,  ii  1.  So  much  has  the  spirit  of  Christianity  sucoombed  to  iniquity  in  this  country  !  The 
abolition  of  slavery,  like  the  abolition  of  murder  and  other  crimes,  is  one  of  the  plainest  doc- 
trines in  the  Scriptures;  and  judging  from  their  spirit,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important.  And 
yet,  the  clergy  of  all  denominations  have  neglected  to  preach  it  !  They  could  preach  against 
murder  and  most  other  sins,  but  not  against  slavery.  The  reason  was,  that  slavery  has  beei 
a  fashionable,  popular  sin,  and  murder  has  not  ;  at  least  noi  by  that  name.  Had  murder  been 
as  customary  as  slavery  has  been,  the  clergy  would  probably  never  have  preached  against  it. 
They  will  in  general  preach  none  but  popular  doctrines,  for  fear  of  losing  the  favor  of  the 
world !  vide  John  vii  7,  xv  13,  19,  xvii  16,  Rom.  xii  2,  Ist  John  ii  15-17,  iii  10,   13. 

Religious  preachers  and  teachers  have  much  more  moral  and  immoral  influence  in  the  world  ' 
than  others,  and  whenever  they  neglect  to  denounce  any  immorality,  it  is  understood  to  re- 
ceive their  silent  sanction,  and  flourishes  greatly.  And  much  more  rapidly  yet  will  it  grow, 
if  they  openly  advocate  and  practice  it',  as  thousands  of  them  have  slavery.  The  priesthood  of 
every  country  hold  the  keys  of  its  morality.  Nothing  contributes  so  much  to  the  growth  of  a- 
iiy  sinful  abomination,  as  to  have  the  church  adopt  it ;  vide  Isa.  v  20-24.  It  justifies  the  sin 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  renders  the  practice  of  it  a  virtue.  This  criminal  conduct  of  the 
American  church,  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  rapid  growth  of  American  slavery, 

In  this  country  the  pulpit,  like  the  bench,  the  bar,  the  press,  and  the  other  governing  influ- 
ences of  society,  have  ever  observed  a  most  criminal  silence  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The 
doctrine  of  'taking  up  tlie  cross'  has  been  inculcated  in  words,  it  is  true.  But.  most  of  those 
who  preach  it  manifest  by  their  habitual  conduct,  that  they  are  among  the  last  persons  in  the 
world  who  intend  to  practice  it.  The  popular  applause  of  the  world  and  the  honors  and  emol- 
uments it  bestows,  have  so  much  engrossed  the  affections  of  the  clergy,  that  very  few  of  them 
have  had  the  boldness  and  honesty  to  preach  against  popular  sins.  And  (he  corrupt  customs 
of  the  country  have  thriven  accordingly.  The  criminal  silence  of  the  clergy  and  their  criminal 
acquiescence  in  the  sin  of  slavery,  have  been  a  great  "stumbling  block  and  rock  of  ofTence'  to 
the  progress  of  Christianity,  and  have  contributed  largely    to   the    spread  of  iafidelitv.     Manv 
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•iBVe  been  disguiled  tvitli  ihoir  eflorls  to  support  slavei)'  liom  Uia  Bibl^  ami  iiu\e  uecii  inuu- 
ced  to  discredit  the  whole  christian  system  for  that  reason.  Christian  perversions  of  Bible 
truth  have  probably  made  more  infidels,  than  any  other  cause. 

The  reason  why  I  am  thus  severe  on  the  clergy  is,  that  it  is  their  peculiar  duty  to  preach  the 
whole  gospel ;  fhe  special  duty  of  their  peculiar  calling.  All  men  owe  the  general  duty,  of  ac 
knorvledging  and  obeying  the  whole  gospel  ;  but  it  is  the  special  duty  of  the  clergy  to  proclaim 
and  enforce  it,  to  vindicate  all  its  precepts,  and  to  protest  against  all  Us  perversions  and  abu- 
ses. See  the  solemnity  and  extent  of  their  charge  in  2d  Tim.  iv  1-5,  and  other  passages.  It 
is  also  their  duty  to  p^reach  against  particular  sins,  according  io  Iheir  enormity  and  degree  of  fn^ 
'lahnce  ;  as  their  predecessors  the  prophets  and  aposdcs  did,  and  as  all  peal  evangelical  refoim- 
ler.t  have  since  done,  vide  Ex.  v  1,  2d  Sam.  xii  7,  Ezra  \k  6,  Eze.  .\xxix  7-9  Dan.  ix  3-19,  Jon. 
i  2,  iii  3,  4,  Acts  vii  ."il,  .53,  xx  20,  2G,  27,  2d  Tim.  ii  15,  James  v  1.  and  numerous  other  cases, 
!Vo  case  of  special  duty  can  be  plainer  than  this.  But  these  special  duties  they  have  to  a  great 
extent  neglected.  They  have  in  many  important  cases,  sought  to  conform  the  gospel  to  liio 
world,  and  not  the  \vorld  to  the  gospel;  to  tiie  great  disgrace  of  their  catling,  and  the  destruc- 
uon  of  human  rights  and  happiness.  I  am  aware  there  have  been  some  noble  exceptions  to 
ihis  sweeping  coflsure.      It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  number  of  such  exceptions  will  increase. 

Many  professing  christians  act  as  if  they  were  afraid,  that  the  agitation  of  the  abolition 
question  would  produce  discord  among  christian  brethren,  and  so  divide  and  injure  the  church- 
es ;  just  as  if  the  preaching  of  true  Christianity  could  i7\jvre  it !  A  preacher  who  .seemed  to 
fear  this  result  in  his  own  sect,  told"  me,  that  another  preacher  of  the  same  sect  whom  he 
named,  and  who  was  a  zealous  abolitionist,  had  hurl  his  ussfnlness  very  much,  by  the  course 
;,s  had  pursued  in  the  abolition  cause.  I  asked  this  preacher,  if  he  supposed  our  Saviour 
considered  how  much  he  hurl  /tis  usefulness,  by  the  course  he  pursued  in  reproving  and  de- 
nouncing the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  ?  Or  if  the  apostles  weighed  their  loss  of  influence,  by 
denouncing  idol  worship  and  other  heathen  abominations  ?  Or  if  Luther,  Calvin,  Knox  and 
the  other  christian  reformers,  thought  of  the  mischief  (/irj/  were  producing,  by  rending-  the 
cfltholic  church  in  twain  ;  and  thus  producing  '  discord  among  brethren  ;'  and  how  much 
ihey  lessened  their  own  '  influence  and  usefulness'  by  so  doing?  These  questions  seemed 
to  confound  the  preacher  a  good  deal,  and  he  made  little  or  no  reply.  Some  time  after  this, 
another  preacher  told  me,  that  he  thought  a  better  course  might  be  pursued  than  that  taken 
by  the  abolitionists  ;  and  that  preaching  the  gospel  only  would  fmally  destroy  slavery.  I  an- 
swered him  in  substance,  that  if  the  clergyioou/ti  preach  the  gospel,  and  the  whole  gospel, 
thoy  would  indeed  soon  destroy  slavery.  But  as  they  nov)  preach,  they  rather  increased  than 
diminished  tho  curse.     The  preacher  maJe  no  reply. 

From  the  foregoing  premises  it  is  clear,  that  the  American  church  has  been  guilty  of  the 
most 'scandalous  and  detestable  Aj,7J0cmj/.  And  it  being  comnsitted  in  so  plain  a  case  and 
gross  a  manner,  proves  tho  deep  corruption  of  that  church.  If  we  judge  from  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  scriptures,  there  is  hardly  a  more  flagitious  sin  than  //j/pocrisj/,  especially  when 
committed  in  religious  and  moral  matters  ;  vide  Job  ^iii  13,  xv  34,  xx  5,  xxviii  8,  xxxvi  13, 
Prov.  XXX  12—14,  Isa.  is  17,  x  6,  xxxii  6,  xx.\iii  14,  Ixvi  3,  Matt,  v  19,  20,  vi  2,  5,  IG,  vii 
3_5^"  21-23,  xii' 34,  xv  6,  9,  xxiii  3,  13-23,  Mark  vii  9,  Luke  vi  42,  xi  44—52,  xii  1,  xiii 
15,  John  xii  42,  43,  Rom.  ii  17—24,  2  Thess.  ii  10,  1  Tim.  iv  2,  Tit.  i  16,  Rev.  ii  9,  iii  9, 
and  numerous  other  passages  of  the  same  import.  Hypocrisy  is  the  prolession  of  virtue  unit- 
ed with  the  practice  of  its  opposite  vice,  as  the  numerous  quotations  prove.  And  the  scan- 
dalous prevalence  of  it  in  the  American  church,  is  tlie  principal  cause  of  the  universal  preva- 
lence of  it  in  the  nation.  In  no  nation  that  ever  existed,  has  moral  and  political  hypocrisy 
abounded  as  it  has  in  this  union.  The  constant  profession  of  liberty,  democracy  and  equal 
rights  has  gone  on,  hand  in  hand  with  the  practice  of  the  most  barbarous  and  cruel  slavery, 
Tor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ! 

Nothing  is  to  be  gained  but  much  lost,  by  mild,  conciliatory  preaching-,  ag-ainstthe  atroci- 
ous sin  ot^slavery.  It  only  produces  contempt  for  the  pieacher  and  the  causa  he  advocates.— 
Hence  all  those  prudenl-wrilers  and  orators,  who  have  pursued  what  is  called  a  middle  ur 
Dioderate  course,   in  the  present  struggle  againrt  slavery,  carefully  avoidini;    the  xiolcnt    do- 
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^su'ncialvjns  r>f  tlie  iiiipni<!vint  abDlilionisrs,  mset  willi  no  Invoi  iVotn  slaveliolduis.  It  is  a  mor- 
tal ufll-iice  in  them,  that  they  have  meddled  with  Hie  subject  of  slavery  at  all.  The  slave- 
h'ilders  feat-  and  of  cnavse  hate  tha  abolilionisO,  but  scorn  all  temporizers  ;  because  they  are 
sensible  Ihe  subject  does  not  properly  admit  of  such  conduct.  They  respect  Hie  abolilioniiits 
for  their  honesty  and  independence,  but  heartily  despise  all  temporizers.  Implicit  obedience 
or  open  war,  is  ihu  only  alternative  with  tyrants  of  every  description  ;  and  whoever  expects 
to  win  their  favor  and  command  thoir  respect,  will  never  fail  to  refuse  all  concessions  or  com- 
jiiomise  with  their  tyranny. 

The  truth  is,  none  but  the  abolitionists  do  or  will,  preach  the  Gospel  doctiiiies  in  rclatiori 
lo  slavish  oppression,  plain  and  important  as  those  doctrines  are.  And  it  ia  also  true,  that 
tha  quicker  a  corrupt  church  is  divided  and  rent  asunder,  the  better.  When  any  church  be- 
comes so  corrupt,  Hi  to  sanction  wicked  practices  by  custom,  it  ought  to  bo  destroyed  for  thu 
general  good.  The  Jewish  church  was  destroyed  for  this  very  reason.  One  object  of  Christ's 
mission  was  to  destroy  (his  church,  on  account  of  its  crimes,  and  to  substitute  a  pure  churcli 
m  its  stead.  Tho  rending  of  the  Catholic  church  in  twain  by  the  Reformalion,  was  neces- 
sary to  purge  the  christian  church  of  its  manifold  corruptions.  And  the  same  church  now 
needs  purifying  from  its  slave  corrupti<m3.  And  so  far  from  the  influence  of  the  abolitionista 
being  lessened  by  tha  measures  ihey  have  pursued,  we  must  believe  from  the  eflTccls  produc- 
ed by  their  doctiines,  in  all  parts  of  this  corrupt  country,  that  it  is  great  indeed.  The  mjnis- 
try  of  the  apostles  did  not  give  greater  offence  to  moral  corruption,  than  theirs  now  does, — 
And  it  is  at  the  present  tim-o  specially  desirable,  that  their  moral  influence  should  be  thus 
povi-eiful.  For  the  country  is  so  corrupted  by  slavery,  that  but  for  this  influence,  its  liberties 
would  not  probably  survive  the  present  anti-slavery  struggle.  In  a  peculiar  manner  ought  the 
pr'jsent  abolitionists,  to  be  deemed  the  '  salt  of  the  earth'  in  this  country  ;  their  influence  and 
labors  being  the  only  true  bulwark  ofits  remainmg  liberties  Nothing  but  these  can,  under 
God,  abolish  the  corruption  of  the  country,  and  purify  it  of  its  tyranny.  These  corruptions 
are  enormous,  and  dare  Heaven  to  inflict  \angeance  on  the  country.  The  majority  of  preach- 
ers and  a  multitude  of  church  professors  in  the  slave  states,  are  reported  to  be  slaveholder.?  ; 
and  the  church  morality  in  thoso  states  corresponds  with  the  horrid  fact.  It  is  my  opinion, 
iliat  most  of  the  American  sects  arc  as  corrupt  at  the  present  lime,  as  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  was  in  Lulher'a  time.  Against  this  tide  of  moral  and  political  profligacy,  the  aboli- 
tionists have  yet  to  conte.id  successfully  and  efllctually,  if  iho  liberties  af  the  country  arc  to 
bo  preserved. 

I  wish  it  hereto  be  understood,  that  1  make  no  sectarian  application  of  ihe  severe  censures 
i  have  passed  on  our  church  and  clergy.  The  Friends,  Covenanters  and  Seccders  and  por- 
tions of  some  of  ihe  oth?;r  sects,  have  partially  washed  their  hands  of  the  sm  of  slavery.  But 
the  melancholy  truth  is,  the  morality  of  all  our  churches  on  the  subj  .•cl  of  human  oppressiunV- 
is  as  Mr.  Crothera  truly  observes,  '  rotten  to  the  core,' 

Nor  is  slavery  the  only  sin  that  has  corrupted  our  church  morality.  It  is  dreadfu'ly  cor- 
rupted by  the  sin  o( licentioumess,  and  some  others.  But  as  these  causes  of  corruptioti  .do 
not  como  specially  within  the  scope  of  the  Lecture,    I  omit  their  consideration. 

I  have  stated  the  principal  nteans  for  the  e.tlinction  of  slavery  to  be,  the  preaching  of  the 
OospeS  doctrine  in  relation  to  this  sin.  It  should  also  be  stated,  that  this  doctrine  is  always 
to  be  preached,  in  connexion  witii  that  of  Abolition.  As  the  Scriptures  have  classed  them  to- 
gether, fso  they  are  always  to  bo  preached  together.  And  there  is  at  least  one  good  reason,  to 
which  no  one  can  make  any  honest  objection,  why  all  persons  ought  to  give  earnest  heed  to 
this  preaching.  And  this  is,  that  it  is  of  emmeiise  importance.  All  other  sorts  of  objections 
have  been  raised  against  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  abolitionists,  except  that  of  its  small  impor- 
tance, which  never  has  and  never  will  be  seriously  pretended  All,  abolitionists,  anti-aboli- 
♦  ionists,  slaves,  slaveholders  and  their  advocates  are  agreed,  that  those  doctrines  arc  of  the 
highest  importance  to  every  body.  The  conduct  of  all  classes  of  our  inhabitants,  proves  that 
they  thus  believe.  The  vilest  mobiles  and  Lynch  men  admit  the  fact  by  tlieir  conduct.  Thoy 
never  would  be  at  such  criminal  pains  and  expencc,  nor  run  such  criminal  risks,  unless  they 
fully  believed  in  the  reality  of  tliip  fact.     Such  being  ihc  iitiivsrsally  admitted  fact   then,    pec 
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pie  ought  to  study  and  understand  the  aboUtion  doctrinee  thoroughly  ;   for  we  ought   to  study 
ever}  thing  thoroughly,  in  proportion  to  its  importance  to  us;   and  these  doctrines  are   of  the 
highest  persfiinal  importance,  lo  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  country.     And    this   mte- 
rest  is  now  so  intense,    thai  if  they  are  true,  they  ought  to  be  immediately  adopted   and    acted  , 
upon  ;  if  false,  they  ought  to  be  immediately  refuted  and  rejected. 

Most  opposers  of  the  project  of  immediate  emancipation,  seem  to  argue  as  if  they  suppos- 
ed, that  slavery  presents  some  natural  and  invincible  obstacle,  to  its  own  abolition.  But  this 
is  no  more  true,  than  that  counterfeiting,  forgery  and  other  acknowledged  crimes  present  such 
an  obstacle.  We  have  already  proved,  that  slavery  is  not  a  natural  evil  \n  any  sense,  any 
more  than  murder,  robbery,  forgery,  perjury  and  oihcr  acknowledged  crimes  are.  It  is  an  arti- 
ficial, voluntary,  factitious  evil,  crime  or  sin  ;  and  as  such  can  be  abolished,  by  the  same  means 
that  all  other  crimes  are,  namely,  by  Law.  All  that  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  is,  the  pas- 
sage of  the  proper  Law  by  the  rightful  legislative  power,  and  obedience  to  it  afterwards,  the 
same  as  to  laws  a/ainstother  crimes.  And  this  Law  may  be  very  short  ;  like  the  statutes 
against  most  other  crimes.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  preparing  a  statute,  completely  adequate 
to  the  purpose.  The  British  abolition  act  does  not  occupy  much  over  a  square,  of  common 
newspaper  print.  This  sufficed  to  put  an  immediate  and  total  stop  to  the  practice  of  slavery, 
in  Antigua  and  Bermuda  ;  and  is  sufficient  to  abolish  the  practice  in  any  place  where  slavery 
prevails,  loheii  the  subjects  of  the  lato  are  willing  to  obey  it.  And  when  I  hey  become  thus  wil- 
ling, there  is  no  doubt  but  they  will  be  equally  willing  to  pass  such  laws  when  necessary. — 
The  only  obstacles  to  the  passage  of  such  laws,  are  not  of  a  natural  but  moral  kind.  The 
great  object  then  at  which  the  present  abolitionists  should  aim,  is  therefore  plain.  They 
should  endeavour  to  uboUtionize  the  whole  country,  slaveholders  and  all.  When  this  efTect  is 
producod,  when  the  whole  counlry  uushto  abolish  slavery,  it  will  be  found  as  easy  and  practi»« 
cable  to  do  so,  as  to  abolish  murder  or  any  other  crime  ;  and  by  the  use  of  the  same  uieans, 
namely,  Law.  Whenever  a  people  wish  to  abolish  a  criminal  practice,  they  have  only  to  will 
such  abolition,  in  the  lorm  of  law. 

In  the  case  of  the  while  peoplo  of  this  counlry,  all  slavish  violence  and  oppression,  is  now  in 
effect,  abolished  by  Law.  li  is  true,  this  is  not  byname.  But  the  Laws  provided  against  as- 
sault and  battery,  false  imprisonment,  mayhem,  murder  &c.  produce  the  same  eflfect,  as  a  law 
expressly  provided  against  slavery.  If  the  least  attempt  is  made  to  enslave  a  white  person  ^>f 
any  description,  he  or  she  can  apply  to  the  Law  for  redress,  and  have  full  and  ample  relief 
by  due  course  of  Law.  They  can  have  all  the  counsel  and  assistance  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose. What  abolitionists  demand  as  naked  justice  is,  that  the  benefit  and  protection  of  these 
just  laws,  be  extended  to  all  human  beings  alike,  to  the  coloured  as  well  as  the  v\'hile,  the 
bond  as  well  as  the  free  man  ;  and  that  all  mankind  be  allowed  the  same  legal  rights  and 
protection,  without  regard  to  coloui  or  other  physical  peculiarities,  as  God  originally  gave 
them.  The  Almighty  they  say,  has  given  the  same  equal  rights  to  all  men  alike,  and  it  is 
blasphemous  for  one  portion  of  the  human  race,  to  deprive  another  of  them,  without  crime  in 
the  portion  deprived.  God  has  made  but  one  law  or  rule  of  conduct  for  man  ;  the  latter  has 
no  right  therefore,  to  make  different  laws  for  different  men.  God's  law  is  without  respect  to 
colour  or  other  physical  peculiarities  ;  man's  laws  ought  not  therefore  to  respect  them.  Man 
ought  never  to  affect  to  be  wiser  than  his  Maker.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  blasphemous  for 
him  to  do  so. 

The  only  real  obstacle  to  the  immediate  aboliliim  of  slavery  in  the  United  Stales,  is  the 
want  of  a  willing  mind,  a  righteous  disposition  m  the  slaveholders,  who  alone  have  the  legal 
right,  to  pass  laws  for  that  purpose.  As  soon  as  they  possess  this  disposition,  as  soon  as 
they  ici/Z  the  destruction  of  slavery,  it  will  be  abolished  with  the  slightest  possible  inconven- 
ience, loss,  trouble  or  danger.  Nothing  can 'be  easier  or  safer  than  the  immediate  abolition 
of  slavery,  when  the  public  mind  is  prepared  for  such  abolition.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  the  nature  of  the  measure  itself;  as  the  numerous  trials  of  it,  among  other  evi- 
dence, have  abundantly  proven.  The  only  obstacles  at  the  present  time,  are  not  of  a  natural 
but  a  moral  kind.  Remove  these  by  the  spirit  of  righteousness,  and  slavery  falls  at  once, 
without  any  loss,  trouble  or  danger.     It  is  not  however  to  be  cjjpectcd,  that  all  the   slavehol- 
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(lers  of  the  present  generation,  -will  be-couveiled  to  the  ri;,'hicHjus!!eoi  of  abolition.  IVhiny  o( 
ihem  it  is  to  be  presmned,  arc  too  corrupt  for  siicli  conversion  ;  vide  Epli.  iv  IJJ,  1  Tim.  iv  2. 
But  if  a  large  majority  of  tUenj  can  be  set  riglit,  tiie  holy  work  can  be  accomplished. 

But  some  argue,  tlmt  most  cf  the  slavelioldcrs  are  so  corrupt,  they  never  wiill  no.-  can,  be- 
come convinced  of  the  sin  of  slavery,  nor  converted  lo  its  abolition.  Let  us  consider  the  na- 
ture and  extent  uf  this  supposed  invincible  wickedness  ;  for  tlie  abolitionists  hav.^  never  slan- 
dered Ihs  slavelioldcrs  thus.  'I'hey  have  never  con.sidered  ihem  as  bad  as  ttie  devil  •  as  it 
would  seem  the?e  faint  hearted  reusoners  do.  Thry  have  uniformly  asserted,  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  slaveholders  can  become  thus  convinced  ;  and  that  were  it  not  for  the  unprin- 
cipled efforts  of  tlieir  northern  a[)oloui.st3  and  abellers,  Ihoy  soon  would  be  omvinced.  And 
the  truth  we  may  reasonably  conclude  is,  that  they  will  in  a  few  years,  become  thoroughly 
convinced  and  converted.  Erroneous  prejudices  however  strong,  corrupt  customs  howevor  in- 
veterate, can  with  the  blessing  of  God,  bti  overcome  by  tha  power  of  the  truth  ;  as  all  religious 
and  moral  reforms  will  tesiify.  The  corrupt  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  en"en- 
dered  by  slavery,  were  overcome  by  these  means  ;  and  to  pretend  that  unjust  prejudices  of  any 
kind,  are  less  vincible  in  this  enlightened  country,  than  in  that,  is  slanderous  and  absurd.  We 
have  no  more  good  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  labors  of  the  present  abolitionists  of  this  country 
will  be  in  vain,  than  that  those  of  Sharpe,  Clarkson,  Vi  ilberforce  and  their  associates,  would 
have  been  forty  years  ago.  Nay,  so  rapid  and  powerful  is  the  march  of  trulii  here,  that  we  have 
every  good  reason  to  believe,  that  Americati  Slavery  will  be  essentially  abolished,  in  the  ne.\t 
ten  years. 

Let  us  examine  this  probability.  When  the  Britis?)  abolitionists  commenced  their  great  work, 
the  experiment  of  emancipation  vva.s  new  and  untried.  All  the  usual  bugbears  were  conjured  up 
against  it,  and  seemed  like  realities.  The  government  which  alone  possessed  the  legal  power 
to  abolish,  was  essentially  aristocratic  and  proportionally  corrupt.  Two  branches  of  it  were 
hereditary,  and  all  three  at  first,  bitterly  opposed  to  the  [iroject,  as  were  almost  all  the  people  ; 
and  were  also  supposed  to  be  deeply  interested  in  the  support  of  slavery.  The  project  was  it- 
self in  its  infancy  ;  and  the  best  modes  of  effecting  it  were  imperfectly  known,  and  needed  the 
fpstering  hand  of  time  to  mature  them.  The  first  projectors  experienced  all  the  opposition,  per- 
secution, reproach,  ridicule  and  other  difficulties,  th;a  great  innovators  have  uniformly  expe- 
rienced. And  yet  the  trutn  and  righteousness,  agreeably  lo  the  promises  of  God,  at  last  pre- 
vailed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  American  Abolitionists  possess  the  great  advantage,  afforded  by  the 
proofs  of  t/ie  complete  success,  of  the  numerous  experiments  of  immediate  emancipation,  al- 
ready made  on  the  great  scale.  All  the  bug  bears  raised  agttinst  abolition  have  been  dissipated 
by  facts,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  every  well  informed  person.  Our  government  is  wholly 
elective  and  republican  in  form.  It  is  contaminated  by  a  base  slave  aristocracy  to  be  sure.  But 
this  aristocracy  is  not  hereditary  ;  and  depending  for  its  legislative  support  wholly  on  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  can  and  will  in  the  end  be  overthrown,  unless  it  yield  to  the  influence  of  aboli- 
tion principles.  Besides,  the  progress  of  those  principles  is  much  more  rapid  now,  than  ii  was 
forty  years  ago.  When  the  free  states  become  thoroughly  abolitionized,  their  moral  influence  on 
the  si. ive  states  will  be  irresistable  ;  nnd  this  crisis  is  rapidly  maturing.  At  the  rate  abolition 
principles  have  gained  ground  in  the  free  states  during  the  last  five  years,  it  will  not  take  five 
years  more  to  abolitionize  them.  As  soon  as  this  great  effect  is  produced,  the  slave  states  will 
within  five  years  thereafter,  commence  the  work  of  abolition  themselves.  Far  less  means  used 
now  will  produce  a  much  greater  effect,  than  the  same  means  would  forty  or  even  twenty  years 
ago.  When  all  or  a  great  majority  of  the  free  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  become  abolition- 
ists, the  great  work  may  be  considered  as  essentially  finished.  The  remainder  of  it  will  be  a 
mere  trifling  matter  of  form;   because  all  works  of  righteousness  are  easy  and  safe. 

For  the  clearer  illustration  of  this  interesting  subject,  I  will  divide  it  into  four  heads,  namely; 
1st.    The  Objects  of  Abolition  ; 
2d.     Tiie  Means  of  Abolition  ; 
3d.     The  MoDis  of  Abolition;  and, 
4th.    The  Effects  of  Abolition  ;   and 
First;  the  0A;ec?5  of  Abolition. 

These  Objects  are,  to  abolish  the  lawg,  customs  and  practice  of  slavery,  and  restore  the  pro- 
tection of  the  common  law  and  all  just  statute  laws  to  the  slaves;  thus  making  them  to  become 
freemen  with  the  whites,  enjoying  the  same  just,  equal  rights  and  privileges.  It  is  to  abrogate 
all  unjust,  unequal  laws  and  customs  whatever,  and  restore  the  supremacy  of  all  ju.«t  and  equal 
laws  within  the  jurisdiction,  over  all  persons  alike,  without  regard  to  colour  or  other  physical 
peculiarities.  It  is  to  restore  the  same  just  rights  to  all  men  now  unjustly  deprived  of  them,  as 
God  originally  gave  them.  It  is  to  procure  repentance  and  reformation  from  the  sin  of  slavery, 
by  'letting  a!!  the  oppressed  go  free' ;  and  consequently,  to  ensure  the  blessings  of  peace,  pros- 
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Ser.lv  a.i.l  Unvyme,,  to  t!.«  fountrv,  thai  Go.l  has  pn.n.i.ed  .h,.ll  P.uv  trom  all  wo.ks  o.  nght- 
I'oSes  and  m  the  «ncl,  ext.n,!  iho  .an.e  happy  results  an,Uure  ble«s.ng8  to  ihe  re.t  of  u.u.- 
kinr'l       These  arc  the  great  a.Ki  only  ohjocts  of  the  proposed  Abolition  of  bluvery.  _ 

LondlyTlhe  Mca^s  of  Aholit.ou;  the  united  etiecl  of  wh,.h  ,.  .uler>dcd  to  abohtionixo  h« 
wifoTrcoun  ry  and  thus  procure  a  general  and  complete  abohtff.u.  And  h^re  1  would  tor  the 
.1  o  of  brev  y  ob.serve  at  once,  they  are,  all  just,  l.aufal.  praccalde,  rifteous  un.Uhnsnan  vn:a.. 
Ttol  Iha  are  capable  of  being  used  for  iho  righleo.is  purpose.  Th.B  descnpl.on  .s  .o  coul 
nTf^W^voL  oenLaco  all  the  most  po>.verful  moral  and  religious  means  known  Ihey  are 
■i  st  a  ly  tic  Sme  n>eans  used  by  onr  Saviour,  and  by  the  holy  patr.arch.,  P^^^P^e  s  apo  lie 
nnd  ma  vr.  and  by  all  moral  reiLnners  and  good  men  since  ;  and  which  by  mean,  of  the  art  oi 
nrintirarro"her^mndern  improvements,  are  rendered  more  rapid,  efficient  and  powerful  m. 
S  ei  o^e  a  ion  Tbev  are  no  'carnal  weapons',  but  'mighty  through  God  to  the  pulhng  dou-n 
of  rolig  hohi:;.'  They  are  metaphoncall!  called  in  the  ^-P^'-^' [)'°  ^r;;^';^'^^^  Ih?;;: Ll 
vide  FnlT  vi  7  Thev  arc  said  to  be  'sharper  than  a  two  edged  sword  ,  (Heb.  iv  i-.,  j  Uio  me.i 
oowerl' weapon  know,..  I3v  this  I  mean  as  the  Scriptures  vepre.ent,  a  1  the  chnst.an  meanu 
J  ;n  d  in  S  Bible.  They  Jon.ist  .imply  in  the  proclamation  o.  the  '-^  ^ -'^.^-J^l^'Vj;  ^;;: 
of  it  to  the  understandings  and  conscience,  of  man,  to  the  conviction  of  their  mmd..  II  es.. 
Bimnler  diteousmeaUH.  have  produced  greater  nu.ral  and  religious  revolutions  m  the  ,vo.Id, 
U  an  all  other  means  put  together;   and  tins  simply,   because  they  are  wherever  they  can  be  ap- 

ieV irrCie  ab  e  And  so  sensible  are  the  slaveholders  and  their  friends  of  this  tact,  that  they 
Indeavor  bv  all  means  even  the  most  criminal,  to  prevent  their  use  and  agency  :   but  ,n  vain. 

huvo  said  the  ;„mn>..Z  means  to  be  used  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  were  the  preachms  of 
the  whole  Gospel      But  in  additi.m  to  this  and  auxiliary  to  it,  are  several  others,  viz  . 

Cean  in^the  chur.h«s;  by  excommunicating  all  slaveholding  prolessors,  and  w.thdraw.ng 
ch  fm,  fell  wsh  p  from  them.  It  is  a  plain  Divine  command,  that  where  prole^.ors  practice 
g  :;.t  :;;ns  and  wifi  not  aRer  due  admonition  repe.it  and  -(bnn  to  ex— un.cHte  and  mU  - 
draw  from  thorn  -vide  Isa.  i  '2o,  Ezc.  xx  3d,  lAIatt.  v  30,  xvm  8,  lo-17,  M.i.k  x  4.-{,  4o  Ist  l>or. 
draw  from  tnom  ^_  ^      gd  Thess.  iii  14,  ]5,  Eph.  v  3-11,  1st  Tim.  .  2i),  I'lt.  ..  12,  14,  and 

many  other  passa-^ns.  Puritication  from  sm  and  avoidance  of  all  contact  with  it  are  the  sp.ru 
oHhe  wliole^Scriptures.  Church  fello.vship  should  ».o  a  communion  of  «^'"'^.-;  '  ^-^f;  "J 
not  of  saints  with  satai.,-vi<le  1st  Cor.  x  21),  21,  Rev.  u  2,  1.5-16,  '-^0-23.  LnrepeuuHg  and 
nefLrmed  slaveholders  have  no  more  christian  right  to  gospel  ord.i.ances,  ">;'"  «''7;  ^'J?'''""^^ 
criminals;  and  to  partake  of  them  is  no  more  wicked  for  the  one  than  the  other,  0^  <;'"'••  ^ 
27.  28,  2d,) ;  ami  it  is  as  sinful  for  innocent  persons  to  p.rtake  vv.lh  sle.veludder.,  «^  «,"';''  'f' 
criminals;  such  conduct  being  a  tacit  approval  of  their  ciimos;   vide  Ps.  I  Ib-^^,  l^t  imi.  i  J, 

^^Anothcr  means  arc,  abstaining  from  the  products  of  slave  labor.  Could  effectual  means  be  dc 
vised,  toCiable  f.ce  persons  to  dispense  with  these  products,  it  would  Live  a  powerful  tendon 

'^Bec^Jngll^timl^' against  slavery,  at  all  convenient  times  and  e,.j  all  PJ^^F-J  occn«:°['^'„;f '^ 
inr  writing,  arguing  an.l  inveighing  against  it,-v.de  Lze.  i.i  8  U),  .x  29,  X.v  17,  -i'l /' »•  '^ 
2,  Tit   ii  15,   Ju^le  3.       Constant  advocacy  of  the  truth  and  righteousness,  is  the  spirit  of   the 

'''p"ublfc''di'sp"!S,  debate.,  arguments,  sermons,  addresses,  lectures,  &c.  against  Uavery  and  in 
favor  of  its  ab<ditiou. — vide  ante.  ,  •  ,    .•  i       r 

Contributing  .nonev  and  means  according  to  ability  and  •pporlumty,  with  the  same  zeal  as  fyr 
other  good  works,  (vide  1st.  Tim.  vi  18,  Tit:  ii  14,)  for  the  lolowing  purposes,  namely  ; 

To  support  papers  and  tracts,  on  the  subjects  of  Slavery  and  Abolition  ; 

To  support  anti-slavery  disputants,  lecturers,  writers  and  teachers  ; 

To  support  anli-slavery  printing  presses  and  depositories; 

To  circulate  anti-slaverVbooks,  tracts  and  papers,  and  to  recommend  their  candid  and  alien 

"  To^'peUt^l;.  congress  and  the  state  legislatures,  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  respective  juris- 

'^' To  organize  Anti-Slarcry  Societies,  and  promote  their  active  and  «'«^7^'7Y''£"  =   ^   ..  oq 
To  support  the  American  and  various  State  ant.-shivery  societies;   Lccl.  .xi   1,  Isa.   xxxu  M, 

""Zd'here'/wJi.ld  inculcate' the  p'rincipal  uses  oC auxiliary  -''-'f-Z/f-'^^^^jtSr^fhe 
to  be  organi7,ed  and  kept  in  active  operation,  in  every  town  and  village  in  the  land,  where  the 
friends  of  the  cause  are  able  to  organize  them.         ■  ^irndate    the  most  use- 

Their  principal  use  is,  to  form  ant.-slavery  libraries,  and  procure  ^"'^.^'^'^"J^;^^,.";'^^^^ 
ful  anti  shvcrv  hookas    papers  and  tracts.     A  very  small  amount  of   funds,  are  suihc-o..t  t"'  "fs 
mi  anil  Slavery  uook.  ,  papci  rii-^ed  from  the  lomt  contributions  of  the 

most  el  bctual  purpose.     And  where   these  lunti>  arc  rn.cu  irom     /'J  .,,-,,i,.  p.ncure  the 

members,  thoy    impose  but  a  light  burthen  upon   uidividua  s.     f"'^'^;^' \°'^','^'>  ,7 °   '<^  ,^; °^^^^^^^ 
best  abolition  books  and   papers,  for  general  circulation.     Its  members  should  .,l.o  prepare  aua 
circulate,  each  its  own  ahclilion  c-r'-uliis  and  pplitions. 


rUeso  s.ji.islief  aru  also  iiad'ul,  lot  tho  |.ui(i03i;  •u  r.iiiin!]  lumli  la  iUii|H.it  liio  i.,i';oi  ai<H.iolie», 

oir  papers,  pefiodioulH,  locUireis  anJ  agcnli.  If  well  aUandcd  lo,  llicy  are  of  tlie  greatest  u- 
ulity  in  liiis  way.  ,*,,-. 

They  uro  useful  for  tlie  i>urposeH  of  debate,  on  tlie  great  subjects  of  Slavery  and  Abolition. — 
And  lieie  I  would  obsiirve,  it  should  Imj  a  fixed  rule  with  them,  to  render  their  debates  common 
lo  all  persons  present,  whetiier  members  or  not,  especially  to  opposers;  and  that  such  debates 
ahonid  be  conducted  tvilii  the  utmost  candor  and  fairness,  and  in  the  spirit  of  friendship  and 
goc^l  will  towards  opposers.  ■       ,         r  ,   •  i    ,t 

Abolitionists  should  ftmong  Qlher  virtues,  especially  practice  lliat  of  perseverance;   (vide  Matt. 


bold  preaciiing  of  the  truth  and  righteousness,  is  always  oflbnsivo  to  guilty  consciences,  and  pro- 
duces "leat  esciiement  and  malice  a;;aiust  the  preachers;  vid;j  iMatt.  x  34— 3o.  But  the  Divine, 
commands  to  preach  it,  are  imperative  on  all  mankind  ;  and  vvicked  opposition  is  no  excuse  for 
the  nenlcct  of  it.  Porscverance  in  well  doing  has  always  produced  wonderful  changes;  and 
will  with  the  blessing  of  God,  produce  the  same  elYects  on  slavery.  Tlie  use  of  all  ihe  above 
mentioned  means  should  bo  persevered  in,  until  every  person  in  the  country  aruved  to  years  of 
discretion,  shall  have  become  a  thorough  abolitionist.  The  grea?.  enterprise  will  then  be  com- 
pletely accomplislied.  .  „,  .  r  ^       1  .■ 

The  object  to  be  attained  hy  the  use  of  all  these  various  Means,  is  to  tarn  the  currmi  of  public  . 
opniion  a-'ainsl  slavery.     Change  that  sentiment,  purify  it  of  its  present  corruptions,  set  it  right 
;>'  resnoct"'to  the  abomination,  and  it  will  soon  put  an  end  to  slavery  in  all  [irirts  of  the  country.— 
"Vhen  in  consequence  of  this  virtuous  chaui-e  in  the  free  states,  the  slaveholders  shall  find  thcm- 

Ivfs  when  out  of  the  slave  slates,  frowntd  upon  by  an  indignant  community,  and  liUo  oilier 
'■riminals  excluded  from  respectable  society,  they  will  ho  compelled  to  serious  rejection,  the  re- 
sult of  which  will  be,  repentance  from  the  sin  of  slavery.  When  they  find  no  rest  trom  an  ac- 
fusina  conscience,  nor  peace  of  mind,  they  will  repent  and  reform.  It  is  currently  reported 
and  believed  that  our  manners  and  institutions  have  a  powerful  tendency,  to  revolutionize  thoso 
-of  the  European  countries,  and  that  the  republican  s.-ntiment  of  this  country  has  inspired  a  simi- 
lar sympathy  ir.  the  subjects  of  those  countries.  Has  the  sentimeiit  and  morals  of  the  free 
states  less  influence  on  the  «lave  states,  than  those  of  the  two  united  have  upon  Europe  ?  Nay 
verily,  they  arc  vastly  greater.  •  ,     .     i  i       •    t     ,  •       i     • 

And  there  is  the  "reatest  enco-iragemont  fur  the  present  aholilionisis,  to  labor  industriously  in 
their  holv'causc.  The  moral  energies  of  the  whole  world  are  evidently  rousing  against  slavery. 
Most  of  the  Euroi.ean  governments  are  taking  sides  again.«tit;  and  the  power  of  anti-slaveiy 
truth  was  never  felt  so  strongly,  as  at  the  present  time.  But  lew  acts  of  emancipation  have  as 
vet  taken  t.lacein  this  country.  But  the  progress  of  the  cause  in  other  countries  shovys,  what  it 
must  finally  become  hero.  Millions  of  slaves  have  been  liberated  on  anti-slavery  principles,  in 
'^outh  America  the  West  Indies  and  elsewhere.  The  few  instances  that  have  occurred  m  shir^ 
ronntry  are  as  the  slight  appearances  of  water  in  the  shaft  of  a  well,  before  the  spring  is  reached. 
When  a  general  emancipation  does  take  place  in  this  country,  it  will  be  done  suddenly;  as  in 
lost  other  cases  of  emancipations 


•ood  A  .reneral  spirit  of  inquiry  on  the  subject  has  been  kindled.  Cut  perhaps  the  behaviour 
.fihe  slaveholders  is  the  surest  indication.  Aware  of  the  dangers  to  which  their  darling  insti- 
'ulion  is  exposed  their  rage  excited  to  deadly  ferocity,  ha.s  trampled  the  constitution  of  the  coun- 
Uv  under  foot,  to  support  it;  but  in  vain.  The  very  means  they  have  ii^ed  to  suppress  inquiry 
-nd  stifle  th"  abolition  cause,  have  p.omotcd  hotli  greatly.  But  as  they  have  despaired  of  suc- 
'."'-ss  their  fury  has  somewhat  abated,  ami  they  are  beginning  to  reason  and  reflect.  As  soon  as 
! hey  have  settled  intocool  relleclion,  as  they  inequitably  soon  must,  they  will  begin  to  repent  and 
toknm  from  the  sinful  course  they  have  so  long  pursued. 
Tliirdlv;  ihe  Modes  of  aUolhUw^aVavary. 

Abolition  by  force  of  arms,  has  never  entered  into  the  views  of  niod<>rn  abolitionist*.      Iney 
will  never  adopt  it  under  any  circumstances.     There  are  two  other  modes  by  far  more  cfrcclual, 


vnnd  is  pre}>ared  to  adopt  them.     The  first  is  however  the  most  efleetual,  and  wherever  it  is  prac- 
ticablo  should  be  preferred.     To  understand  how  simple,  easy  and  eife.  lual  it  is,  when  the  piiMic 


//£  icilliu"  to  ohcy  tilt  laic,  we  liavo  only  to  rr-rient  on  ihe  oaso.  with  which  other  crimes  and  im- 
moral practises  are  abolished  by  law.  VVhenevtsr  it  is  desired  by  a  coiiimiinity,  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  practises  of  gasubling,  horse  racing,  lotteries,  sabbath  breaking,  profane  swearing  or  other 
offences  a"ainst  good  morals;  or  to  abolish  the  higher  crimes  of  murder,  rape,  robbery,  arson, 
forgery  couiitei feiting  &.C.,  every  body  understandsi  that  it  is  perfectly  piacticable  and  easy,  to 
abolish  these  crimes  and  offences,  by  pasting  and  enforcing  short,  comprehensive  statute  laws, 
rendering  tiiem  penal  in  proportion  to  their  criminality.  Now  it  is  just  as  easy  to  abolish  slavery 
by  the  same  means,  when  the  public  are  ready  and  Killing,  to  puss  and  enforce  the  Imcs  made  for 
thepurposc  ;  or  in  otlier  words,  when  ihe  wh(de  community  liave  become  abolitionists.  We  al- 
so know  it  Would  be  of  no  avail,  to  enact  laws  against  crimes  of  any  description,  Tinless  the  sub- 
jects of  the  laws  were  willing,  to  respect  and  obey  them  when  made.  If  a  law  against  murder 
for  instance,  could  not  be  obeyed,  it  would  be  a  dead  letter,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  enact  it. 
And  if  the  people  of  this  cotmtiy  had  been  as  long  in  the  habit,  of  committing  the  crime  of  mur- 
der as  they  have  that  of  slavery,  there  would  be  tlie  same  need  ot' abolition  efforts  to  abolish  mur- 
der, that  there  now  is  to  abolish  slavery.  And  so  for  the  abolition  of  every  other  crime  estab- 
lished by  law  or  custom  ;  as  almost  every  crime  at  different  times  and  j)lac«8  has  been,  and  yet 
is  in  heathen  countries.  Slavery  is  as  great  a  crime  against  the  Law  of  God,  and  ought  to  be 
against  the  laws  of  men,  as  murder  or  any  other  crime.  And  it  ougtil  to  be  abolished  by  laws 
as  penal  and  severe,  as  those  against  murder  are. 

It  is  probable  that  the  indirect  modo  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  first  prevail  in  this  country. 
The  legal  right  or  right  to  abolish  it  by  law,  belongs  only  to  the  slaveholders  themselves.  They 
have  the  same  right  and  are  under  the  same  moral  obligation,  to  ab«lish  slavery,  that  they  are 
to  ybolish  murder;  and  for  the  same  reason  ;  because  it  is  a  crime.  As  they  become  gradually 
abolitionized,  thoir  prejudices  against  slavery  and  in  favor  of  its  abolition,  will  be  [iroportionally 
increased.  They  will  commence  by  degrees  ;  at  first  in  solitary  cases,  and  afterwards  in  larger 
numbers,  btfore  the  passage  ol"  any  general  law  or  act  of  abolition.  And  though  many  of  these 
private  manumissions  be  contrary  to  law,  yet  if  most  of  the  slaveholders  become  friendly  to  the 
practice,  hardly  any  body  will  be  found  mean  and  wicked  eoough,  to  put  the  infamous  statutes 
against  emancipation  in  force  ;  and  thus  the  practice  of  voluntary  emanci]iation  will  become 
safe,  and  ultimately  fashionable  and  popular.  It  is  of  great  importance  therefore,  that  the  coun- 
try become  abolitionized  as  fast  and  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  those  slaveholders  who 
arc  disposed  to  practice  righteousness,  may  be  safe  in  so  doing.  As  soon  as  the  whole  country 
becomes  generally  abolitionized,  Lynch  law,  alias  mobjoutrage  and  murder,  will  cease,  and  all 
the  laws  and  customs  of  slavery,  and  those  opposed  to  its  abolition,  become  a  dead  letter.  Ac- 
cording to  recent  accounts  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  were  private  manumission  safe, 
sreat  numbers  of  slaves  would  be  liberated  immediately-  This  is  the  consequence  of  preacliiiig 
that  part  of  the  gospel,  that  declares  slavery  to  be  among  the  greatest  of  crimes  against  the  Law 
of  God. 

The  reason  why  so  many  people  cannot  see  hew  slavery  fan  be  abolished,  is  for  tlie  want  of 
reflecting  how  other  crimes  are  abolished  or  abandoned.  Yet  I  have  heard  people  make  this 
pietonce,  who  well  knew  how  other  crimes  were  suppressed.  But  there  is  not  a  jot  of  differ- 
ence in  the  cases.  Some  pietend  it  will  be  of  no  avail  to  enact  laws  to  abolish  slavery,  because 
the  slaveholders  will  not  submit  to  them.  To  this  the  reply  is,  that  as  none  but  the  slaveholders 
have  a  right  to  make  such  laws,  no  apprehensions  need  be  entertained  of  thoir  being  made,  be- 
fore entire  obedience  to  them  is  insured  ;  that  is,  until  all  the  slaveholders  or  a  great  majority 
of  them,  become  real  abolitionists.  Moral  reformations  always  precede  political  ;  as  they  will 
in  this  case.  The  only  real  difficulty  is  not  in  ihe  modes  of  abolition  themselves,  but  in  a  right- 
eous disposition  to  adopt  and  enfoice  them. 

Tn  connexion  with  the  law  abolishing  slavery,  a  short  declaratory  act  should  be  passed,  de- 
claring the  Common  I,aw  and  all  just  and  equal  statute  laws,  to  be  in  force  over  all  persona 
within  the  jurisdiction,  without  any  distinction.  There  is  not  the  slightest  real  difficulty  in  the 
nature  of  abolition  itself,  as  many  ignorant  persons  seem  to  suppose.  The  only  real  obstacle  is 
the  perverse  and  wicked  wills,  ofthose  who  have  the  power  fo  practice  it.  If  all  the  slavehold- 
ers had  the  same  inclination,  they  have  the  power  and  facilities  to  abolish,  slavery  would  not 
last  a  week  in  any  part  of  the  slave  states. 

It  will  !iot  fail  to  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind,  tlia.t  were  the  whole  country  to  become 
thoroughly  abolitionize<3,  as  it  eventually  will  be,  the  indirect  mode  of  abolition  could  and  would 
be  universally  practised.  Were  every  slaveholder'now  a  genuine  abolitionist,  as  he  ought  to  be, 
ho  would  instantly  call  his  slaves  together,  as  he  ought  without  delay,  tell  them  he  had  wrong- 
fully held  them  in  bondage,  ask  God's  pardon  and  theirs,  for  the  great  sins  ho  had  committed  in 
so  doing,  and  declare  them  unconditionally  free.  Nay,  he  would  go  farther.  Ho  would  offer  to 
make  them  all  the  reparation  in  his  power,  for  tlie  injuries  he  had  iuflicled  on  them.  He 
would  thenceforth  give  them  what  is  'just  and  equal'  ;  fair  wages  and  constant  employment. — 
Ho  would  furnish  them  with  the  means  of  literary,  moral  and  religious  instruction;  and  thence- 
forth bo  to  them  a  benefactor,  as  he  had  before  been  their  oppressor.  A  slaveholder  thorough- 
ly imbued  with  the  sjiirit  ofrightcouEness,   would  not  wait  for  the  authority  of  Etitfuto    laws,  to 
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auliiorise  liiiu  to  practice  that  great  yiitue,  whan  it  was  nat'a  for  liiui  to  ilo  so.  In  sutli  cas? 
there  would  in  reality  be  no  ubsolute  necesiily;  for  new  statutory  provisions  of  any  kind.  .Aii 
the  atrocious  luws  made  for  the  support  of  slavery,  or  the  preventioTi  of  its  abolition,  inigiit  be 
suffered  to  stand  unrepealed  on  the  statute  books  as  a  dead  letter,  and  as  records  ofjiatiooal  re- 
proach and  shame  ;  there  being  (ew  to  be  found  base  and  infamous  enough  tu  enforce  thetn. — 
All  this  will  actually  take  place,  a^  soon  as  the  abolition  project  becomes  decidedly  popular. 

But  the  direct  mode  is  in  all  cases  to  be  preferred,  as  fast  as  the  slave  states  are  prepared  to 
adopt  it,  and  as  the  best  mode  of  expressing  the  national  repentance.  This  mode  will  cut  otf 
all  possibility  of  injury  accruing  to  those,  who  are  willing  to  practice  the  righteous  work  of  ab- 
olition. There  \^'ill  always  be  some  few  misereants  in  society,  wicked  and  mean  enough,  to 
endeavour  to  enforce  unjust  laws.  To  prevent  injury  from  them,  sliort  comprehensive  statutea 
should  be  enacted,  wholly  abolishing  slavery,  by  abolishing  all  slave  laws  and  customs.  This 
method  has  been  adopted  in  more  than  one  mstaiico,  with  the  most  perfect  safety,  success  and 
advantage  ;  and  tlic  adoption  of  it  in  this  country,  when  the  slaveholders  are  prfpdred  for  it  by 
being  abolitionized:  will  be  attended  with  the  same  happy  results.  I  proc6ed  lastly  to  consider, 
Fourthly,  the  Effects  of  Abolition. 

And  here  I  Would  observe  in  general,  that  all-the  evidence  of  which  the  case  is  susceptible 
shows,  that  all  the  good  effects  which  can  result  from  any  act  of  righieoueness,  will  flow  from 
Immediate  Abolition.  Those  who  predict  danger,  loss,  ruin  and  all  manner  of  evil  conse- 
quences, to  flow  from  such  Abolition,  predict  directly  against  all  the  ecidence  in  the  case,  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  precepts  of  the  Law  of  Revelation  and  the  Law  of  Nature,  directly  con- 
trary to  the  natural  course  of  events,  to  uniform  experience,  to  tlie  tendency  of  human  nature, 
to  all  reasonable  probability,  to  analogy  and  common  sense.  The  fruits  of  works  of  righteous- 
ness is  always  good  ;  vide  James  iii  IB.  No  injury  was  ever  known  to  result  from  such  works. 
Universal  suffrage  was  formerly  a  great  bugbear  ;  though  nothing  was  more  just  and  equal ;  but 
its  operation  has  been  good  so  far  as  it  has  been  tried. 

In  every  case  of  Immediate  Emancipation  that  has  hitlicrto  occurred,  instead  of  producing 
danger,  it  has  removed  all  danger,  by  removing  the  only  cause  of  it,  slavery.  Instead  of  loss 
and  ruin,  it  has  produced  great  pecuniary  protil,  to  the  master  as  well  as  r!is  ensancipated  slave. 
Instead  of  idleness  and  dissipation,  pauperism  and  vagrancy,  it  has  produced  industry,  tenine- 
rance,  steady  haljits,  good  morals  and  competence,  by  removing  the  great  cirise  of  those  evils, 
human  oppression.  iVo<  one  of  the  evil  effects  falsely  predicted  by  its  enemies,  have  ever  fol- 
lowed immediate  emancipation  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  every  one  of  ihagood  i  ffects  predicted  by 
its  friends,  have  so  far  uniformly  followed  it ;  which  proves  beyond  ail  doubt,  that  they  will 
follow  it  in  this  country.     Like  causes  always  produce  like  efi'ects. 

The  uniform  news  from  the  British  West  Indies  confirms  all  these  frets.  Notwithstanding  ther 
wretched  temporary  apprenticeship  in  some  of  the  emancipated  islands,  abolition  has  greatly 
increased  their  prosperity  ;  while  it  has  doubled  (hat  of  those  who  are  entirely  free;  and  has 
removed  ali  danger  whatev&r.  Both  the  white  and  coloured  inhabitants  are  now  comparatively 
happy.  Abolition  is  generally  popular  among  the  white  people.  Most  of  them  rejoice  in  the 
change  ;  nor  would  any  consideration  whatever,  induce  them  to  return  lo  slavery.  Six  months 
experience  will  produce  the  same  effects  in  this  country.  All  will  be  in  fa%-or  of  it,  when  they 
have  experienced  its  benefits. 

The  effects  of  emancipation  on  the  slaves  will  be,  to  increase  their  happiness  every  way. — 
Deliverance  from  their  jiresent  cruel  bondage,  receipt  of  fair  wages,  a  comfortable  enjoyment 
for  the  first  time  of  the  ordinary  good  things  of  life,  participation  in  the  privileges  and  blessings 
of  education,  and  the  other  numerous  advantages  which  rational  freedom  always  confers,  will 
all  combine  to  promote  their  felicity.  The  effects  on  the  slaveholders  will  be,  deliverance  from 
the  fears  and  dangers  inseparable  from  slavery  ;  increase  of  the  value  of  their  remaining  proper- 
ty, far  beyond  that  of  the  slave  property  lost,  and  increase  also  of  annual  profits.  And  they  will 
for  the  first  lime,  enjoy  the  peace  of  enlightened  consciences,  which  they  do  not  now  possess. 
The  effects  on  the  country  will  be,  a  great  increase  of  its  financial  prosperitv,  and  of  the  mark- 
etable value  of  its  domain,  both  real  and  personal;  increase  of  arts,  mantifactures  and  public 
improvements  of  all  kinds  ;  greatly  increased  strength  to  the  union,  by  the  cessation  of  civil  dis- 
cord ;  harmony  and  friendship  in  the  national  councils;  deliverance  Irom  the  foul  stigma  and 
reproach  that  now  tarnishes  the  national  character,  and  consequent  increased  rQ?pectability  q- 
broad.  The  national  strength  will  be  vastly  increased,  by  the  necessary  operation  of  the  meas- 
ure. It  will  change  3,000,000  of  internal  foes  into  friend.s;  thus  increas'ing  the  real  strength  of 
the  country,  by  the  addition  of  what  compi;red  with  its  present  strength,  will  be  equivalent  to 
6,000,000  good  citizens  ;  in  the  same  manner  as  Great  Britain  increased  her  effective  strength 
by  emancipation,  by  the  addition  to  her  wide  Empire,  of  an  equivalent  to  1,600,000  true  and  loy- 
al subjects.  The  effect  on  the  jcorld  will  be,  to  hasten  the  general  abolition  of  slavery  every 
where;  to  introduce  belter  systems  of  morals  and  government :  to  increase  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  all  nations,  and  extend  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the  true  religion  of  the  Gos- 
pel. All  these  and  many  more  beneficial  elfects  wi-Il  follow,  as  iho  consequence  of  the  entire 
abolition  of  .American  slaverv. 

V 
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ftlnny  persons  expiess  their  fears,  of  some  great  disruption  or  coiwuhion  in  society,  to  foUo\V 
so  great  a  change,  as  that  of  so  great  a  multitude  of  slaves,  from  the  heaviest  bondage  to  instant 
freedom.  Their  fears  are  however,  wholly  destitute  of  rational  foundation,  as  I  shall  soon 
prove-  Nor  will  any  special  legislation  be  necessary,  to  provide  for  the  emancipated  slaves;  so 
admirably  qualified  are  they  to  provide  for  themselves,  as  will  be  clearly  shown.  The  indul- 
gence of  such  apprehensions  will  appear,  not  only  premature  but  weak  and  foolish  if  not  blas- 
phemous. 

The  remainder  of  tiie  Lecture  will  be  principally  devoted,  to  the  examination  and  refuta- 
tion, of  the  most  common  current  Objections,  employed  against  jmmediate  emancipation. 

Jf  any  one  thing  more  than  another,  could  place  the  despicable  character  of  American  hypocri- 
sy in  the  strongest  li.uhf,   it  is  the  blasphemous  sophistical  ingenuity  exhibited  by  the  majority  of 
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en'  in  foreign  lands,  are  to  be  found  in  great  numbers,  striving  to  render  the  American  name  a 
by-word  of  reproach,  by  endeavouring  to  justify  slavery  from  the  Bible,  excusing  the  guilt  of 
its  present  continuance,  and  by  the  most  criminal  abuse  of  the  friends  of  emancipation.  No 
hypocrisy  has  ever  yet  ap])eared  so  despicable,  as  that  of  republican,  christian  America.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  honest  but  ignorant  people,  who  fear  emancipation  usi  a. 
worse  evil  than  slavery.  It  is  therefore  proper,  to  give  the  most  important  anti-abolition  Objec- 
tiens,  a  somewhat  extensive  considerction. 

ist  Obj. —  CQlonization. 

As  Colonization  is  the  giand  remedy,  of  all  those  opposers  of  Abolition,   wlio  are  willing  that 
slavery  should  cease,   it  deserves  particular  notice. 

Notwithstanding  the  abundant  proof  that  has  been  circulated,  of  the  wickedness  and  futility  of 
the  colonization  scheme,  yet  many  apparently  honest  people,  through  ignorance  and  the  want 
of  a  thorough  examination  of  its  demerits,  continue  to  cleave  to  it,  as  the  only  supposed  possible 
means,  of  ridding  the  country  of  slavery.  They  seem  to  regard  slavery  as  invincible  here,  in 
this  boasted  land  of  liberly,  light  and  gospel  privileges  I  Prima  facie,  there  seems  to  be  some- 
thing like  stupidity  in  this  notion.  Of  all  the  countries  in  the  world,  this  ought  according  to  its 
own  boasted  reputation,  to  be  the  easiest  and  readiest,  to  extirpate  slavery  and  establish  liberty  in. 
The  Colonization  scheme  is  founded  on  this  false  principle,  that  the  coloured  people  of  the 
United  States,  have  no  right  to  their  freedom  and  equal  rights,  in  this  their  native  land.  The 
Colonization  Society  ha?  not  said  so  in  so  many  words.  This  would  have  been  direct  blasphe- 
my: because  the  Almighty  himself  has  proclaimed  the  natural  equality  of  Human  Rights,  to  all 
liuman  beings  alike,  every  where  and  at  all  times  and  places;  vide  Gen;  i  20 — 28,  Numb,  xvi 
22,  Job  xii  10,  Isa.  xlii  5,  Acts  xvii  25,  25,  and  many  other  passages.  God  has  not  made  the 
least  distinction,  in  the  moral  and  political  Rights  and  Duties,  of  his  intelligent  cieatures.  E- 
quality  of  rights  and  duties  among  adults,  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole  scriptures  ;  as  is  plain  from 
the  generality  of  almost  every  command  contained  in  them.  Those  commands  are  given  to  all 
men  without  distinction^  thus  plainly  implying  the  doctrine,  that  the  JZi^A^s  necessary  to  ena- 
ble men  to  obey  them,  are  common  to  all.  But  the  Colonization  Society  has  given  abundant 
evidence,  that  it  acts  on  the  contrary  blasphemous  principle,  as  can  be  sctn  by  consulting  *  Jay's 
Inquiry,'  and  other  anti-slavery  publications.  It  also  assumes  without  the  slightest  proof,  or 
effort  or  oficr  of  an  experiment,  that  it  is  i»Hpo567i/e  to  elevate  the  coloured  lace  here,  in  their 
native  land,  to  the  respectability  and  dignity  of  freemen,  where  means  are  abundant  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  affirms  that  the  same  thing  can  easily  be  done  in  Africa,  umid  pestilence,  want  and 
barbarism  1  It  considers  their  degradation  here  as  an  ordination  of  Divine  Providence;  and 
therefore  censures  their  native  elevation,  as  wrong  in  principle  1  It  declares  the  free  blacks  of 
this  country,  to  be  excessively  dissipated,  ignorant,  depraved  and  degraded,  so  much  so  as  to  be 
real  nuisances;  but  affirms  tliat  they  will  make  excellent  missionaries,  to  evangelize  tho  Afri- 
can heathen  1  It  opposes  all  pla.is  of  emancipation  at  home  ;  and  proposes  to  drive  the  free  col- 
oured people  to  Africa,  by  means  of  the  persecution,  of  public  sentimentand  legislation  united  1 
All  these  and  other  enormities,  under  tho  mask  of  philanthropy  for  the  oppressed  and  degraded 
coloured  people  amoncst  us,  are  fully  proved  against  the  Society,  in  said  publications.  And 
these  have  also  proven",  that  tho  tea!  though  paitially  concealed  object,  of  the  whole  coloniza- 
tion scheme,  is  to  persecute  the  free  coloured  people  cut  of  the  country,  in  order  to  render  the 
"  enslaved  condition  of  the  remainder,  still  more  secure  and  hopeless  1  It  is  a  scheme  orignally 
devised  by  the  slaveholders,  to  perpetuate  slavoiy  in  the  slave  states  1 

The  slaveholders  consider  the  presence  of  the  free  blacks,  a  nuisance  to  slavery  in  the  slave 
states      Tins  picscnce  renders  the  slaves  more  uneasy,  discontented  and  rebellious,  than    they 
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oUierwise  would  be.  Hence  ihe  anxiety  of  tlie  slavelioIJers,  to  send  tiie  free  negioes  out  of  tiio 
country,  so  that  slavery  may  be  more  secure  than  it  now  is.  Hence  too  the  origin,  of  all  the 
fine  colonization  stories  publisliod  at  the  north,  to  gull  the  unsuspecting  northern  people,  into 
the  support  of  the  project.  This  is  the  true  secret  of  the  whole  scheme.  The  slaveholders  in 
the  mean  time,  have  not  the  slightest  desire  of  a  general  emancipation,  or  intention  to  promote 
It.  On  the  contrary,  during  the  whole  time  the  colonization  scheme  has  leen  in  operation, 
they  have  strove  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  to  extend  nnd  secure  the  practice  of  slav- 
ery. Abundant  proof  of  these  scandalous  facts,  is  contained  in  the  above  mcntiuncd  publica- 
tions. 

The  Society  is  thus  a  real  enemy  of  the  coloured  race,  under  tiie  mask  of  fri."iidship  for  tliem. 
I  have  already  alluded  to  the  wicked  prejudices  existing  in  the  country,  against  iho  rights  and 
happiness  of  these  unfortunate  people.  Thcso  wicked  prejudices  the  Society  indulges,  fosters 
and  encourages  ;  declaring  them  to  be  invincible.  It  does  nothing  to  counteract  them,  ns  in  chris- 
tiar  duty  it  is  bound  to  do  ;  but  much  to  stimulate  and  increase  thorn.  It  does  not  admit  the  col- 
onrad  people  as  a  party  to  the  scheme.  The  real  wishes  of  those  people  are  never  consulted  by 
it.  For  though  it  prof  esses  to  desire  to  transport  none  without  their  free  consent,  it  yet  encour- 
ages prejudice  and  persecution,  to  extoj:t  that  consent ;  or  to  use  an  Irish  phrase,  it  endeavours 
'to  force  the  proposed  ernigranis  to  turn  volunteers.'  It  is  similar  to  promises  obtained  by  duress 
of  threats,  or  false  imprisonment,  vide  I  Biac.  Com.  131.  The  Society  well  knows,  and  acts 
upun  the  knowledge,  that  in  the  present  persecuted  condition  of  the  coloured  people  of  this 
country,  not  one  of  them  crtTi  give  an  intelligent,  voluntary  consent.  Such  consent  requires 
perfect  political  freedom.  Some  sort  of  force  or  compulsion  must  bo  used,  to  induce  the  Ameri- 
can negroes,  to  emigrate  to  the  barbarous  continent  of  Africa.  Under  their  present  circumstan- 
ces, African  colonization  is  to  them  real  banishment.  Andaman  or  a  Society,  \\ho  will  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  assist  to  banish  itinocent  persons,  guilty  of  no  crimes  to  merit  such  treat- 
ment, and  merely  because  tyrants  wish  to  have  them  removed,  adds  insult  to  injury,  and  de- 
serves to  be  considered  and  treated  as  their  real  enemy;  as  the  negroes  have  ever  considered  the 
Colonization  Society.  Also,  a  real  fiiend  will  never  foment  and  encourage  wicked  prejudices 
against  us.  There  is  no  worse  persecution  on  earth,  than  that  of  unjust,  wicked  public  senti- 
ment ;  as  all  who  have  experienced  it  will  testify.  And  none  but  real  enemies  are  ever  known, 
to  excite  or  increase  such  a  sentiment  against  others. 

Hence  too  the  reason,  why  mosi  of  ihe  aristocrar.ij ,  or  the  Wealthy,  proud  and  great  men  of 
the  country,  approve  of  the  sclieme.  Those  residing  at  the  south  and  with  whom  the  scheme 
originated,  wish  to  drive  the  fsee  coloured  people  out  of  the  country,  for  the  reason  above  giv- 
en :  and  their  northern  associates  sympatliise  with  them.  These  two  parties  form  the  body 
guard  of  tho  enterprise.  They  have  proposed  some  ostensibly  good  objects  in  the  scheme  ;  which 
are  pushed  forward  on  all  occasions  at  the  north,  to  veil  their  real  designs.  These  aro,  the  civ- 
ilization and  conversion  of  Africa,  and  the  suppression  of  the  slave  tri'.de.  These  are  good  ob- 
jects ;  but  they  cannot  be  the  real  or  principal  ones  with  the  slaveholdeio.  For  very  few  of 
these,  as  has  been  abundantly  proved,  have  any  intention  of  sending  ihisir  slaves  to  Africa. — 
Not  a  single  president  of  the  Society  has  ever  liberated  a  slave,  on  condition  of  emigration  to 
Liberia.  Such  a  measure  would  ruin  them.  A  general  colonization  of  the  slaves,  would  de- 
populate and  desolate  the  slave  states.  The  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  slaveholders  are 
such,  as  to  raise  the  presumption,  that  were  slavery  to  be  abolished  immediately,  and  the  offer 
be  made  to  the  southern  planters,  to  transport  all  the  coloured  people  in  the  slave  states,  to  Af- 
rica or  elsewhere  out  of  the  country,  and  provide  well  for  them,  they  would  fight  if  necessa- ^^ 
ry,  to  retain  them  in  the  country  1     Bond  or  free,  they  cannot  live  a  month  without  them.  '^^ 

It  is  hardly  worth  while  at  the  present  time,  to  be  at  the  pains  of  a  very  critical  and  elaborate 
examination,  of  the  merits  or  rather  demerits,  of  the  Colonization  Society.  Its  fraudulent  pb-  - 
jects  and  tendency  have  been  so  thoioughly  exposed,  as  to  destroy  much  of  its  pernicious  influ- 
ence. A  general  survey  of  its  ptuio.-.sions  and  priuciples,  will  suflice  for  this  work.  And  f 
will  do  the  justice  to  its  northern  euppor;,jrs,  to  express  my  belief,  that  the  motives  of  the  great 
majority  if  not  all  ofthem,  have  been  honest.  They  have  merely  been  the  dupes  of  the  slavehol- 
ders ipiaving  been  cheated  into  the  support  of  tho  iniquitous  project,  by  tho  falsest  pretences  and 
representations. 

Thefaluily  of  the  Society  appears  Vvronderful  liowever,  on  tiie  supposition  that  it  is  honest. — 
The  pretended  project  itself,  of  transporting  3,000,000  of  human  beings  across  the  wide  Atlant- 
ic, is  far  beyond  the  abihty  of  the  whole  country  united;  as  the  simplest  calculations  will  show. 
And  could  it  be  done,  it  is  yet  physically  certain,  that  most  of  the  emigrants  must  perish,  in  the 
exchange  of  countries.  And  the  pretence  that  tlioy  caiMjoi  be  tlevated  at  home,  where  a  hun- 
dred times  more  means  exist  for  that  purpose,  than  are  to  be  found  in  Africa  ;  and  where  half 
tho  means  expended,  will  do  more  than  the  whole  will  there,  is  so  absurd  and  foolish  as  must 
condemn  it,  unless  some  necessity  as  is  falsely  pretended,  sanctify  the  scheme.  And  no  other 
neeeesity  has  been  pretended  by  the  Society,  but  the  pretended  necessary  degradation  of  the 
coloured  people  here;  which  pretended  necessity  it  endeavours  to  increase-  Yet  not  a  single 
ljr>ne!r!  <9r  even  plausible  reason  can  he  rendered,   why  tho  coloured  people  should  not,   with  e 


^Ual  riglUs,  atlvsntagi'-s  and  mental  culture,  make  equally  as  goocl,  as  useful  and  as  respeetahU 
cilizotis,  as  the  whiles.  Tliey  iiave  hitherto  been  tiie  most  useful  laborers  in  the  country.  Nor 
can  any  honest  reason  be  rendered,  why  they  should  remain  degraded.  God  has  not  degraded 
them.  '  He  has  created  them  in  His  own  image,  endowed  them  witli  all  the  liuman  faculties, 
and  made  tliera  heirs  of  immortality.  Degradation  does  not  depend  on  colour.  It  is  an  artifi- 
cial thing  entirely.  All  slaves  whether  white  or  black,  are  degraded  ;  by  their  cojidition.  l)e- 
eides,  the  injury  the  project  would  produce  to  the  country,  could  it  be  carried  into  efiect,  by  re- 
moving (he  best  portion  of  its  agricultural  laborers,  is  manifest  on  the  slightest  examination. — 
Were  two  or  three  inillinus  of  our  slaveholders,  speculators,  monopolists,  spendthrifts,  de- 
bauchees, dandies  and  other  drones,  who  ppend  more  than  they  earn,  are  accustomed  to  live 
without  labor  on  the  earnings  of  others,  and  would  be  a  curse  to  any  country,  to  be  colonized 
in  Africa,  or  any  where  else  out  of  the  conritry,  the  latter  might  not  sustain  any  serious  loss. — 
It  might  be  a  good  riddance.  I3ut  to  colonize  the  best  part  of  its  productive  population,  is  the 
madness  of  folly,  hi  astute  if  freedom,  one  black  laborer  would  be  worth  moie  than  two  whiio 
ones,  in  the  hot  regions  of  the  soutfi ;  because  black  laborers  only  can  endure  the  climate;  and 
because  they  have  far  more  skill  in  the  kind  of  labour  required.  The  negroes  may  as  well  be 
useful  in  America  as  in  Africa.  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  great  mass  of  Jthe  slaveholders, 
have  no  more  intent  or  desire,  to  part  with  their  slaves,  than  with  their  own  wives  and  child- 
ren. Such  deprivation  would  beggar  them.  It  would  reduce  the  value  of  their  real  estate  to  a 
trifle;  besides  cutting  oft' their  necessary  means  of  subsistence.  INotliing  short  of  infatuation 
can  bb  supposed,  to  have  seized  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  Society,  on  the  supposition  that 
they  have  been  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  influenced  by  none  but  honest  motives.  The 
slaveholders  have  not  been  thus  infatuated.  It  has  never  been  slavery,  but  free  negroes  they 
have  desired  to  be  rid  of.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  many  honest  persons  have  en- 
listed in  the  enterprise,   without  sutiicient  examination. 

The  ostensiblv  benevolent  pretence,  of  furnishing  the  negroes  with  'a  home'  on  the  wild 
shores  of  Africaj  their  'native'  country  as  it  is  foolishly  called,  is  set  up  to  flatter  the  American 
free  negroes,  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  scheme  ;  the  inference  always  being,  that  they  have 
nu  righHo  'a  homo'  in  their  real  native  country.  This  strange  logic  uas  not  however,  hadUie 
effecrto  gull  the  negroes.  Their  own  good  sense  taught  them  its  falsity;  and  they  were  the  first 
to  protest  against  the  whole  scheme.  By  the  laws  of  God,  every  innocent  person  has  a  Divine 
right,  to  a  secure  and  permanent  'home'  of  his  own  choosing,  any  where  he  pleases  on  the 
whole  globe,  wherever  chance  or  choice  may  direct  his  doniicil ;  as  was  shown  in  the  first 
Lecture.  And  in  most  of  all  places,  is  a  man  justly  entitled  to  a  safe  and  sacred  'home,'  in  bis 
own  native  country.  Our  black  countrymen  are  Americans  ;  not  Africans;  and  as  such  are  en- 
titled to  an  American  'home'  ;  where  God  has  given  them  a  right  to  stay  and  reside  as  long  as 
they  choose.  The  countrv  needs  their  presence  and  assistance,  as  much  as  those  of  her  other 
children.  What  would  be  thought  of  the  foolery,  of  proposing  'a  home'  in  F:ngland,  France  or 
Germany,  to  Americans  of  English,  French  or  German  e.xtraction  ?  Would  they  respect  such 
a  proposal,  any  more  than  the  American  negroes  do?     Surely  not. 

The  crime  of  the  colonization  scheme  consists,  in  oflering  civil  liberty  to  the  coloured  people, 
upon  condition ;  which  liberty  those  people  have  a  Divine  right  to  without  condition.  Condi- 
tional liberty  to  innocent  persons,  is  not  the  liberty  that  God  gave  to  mankind  ;  and  which  it  is 
His  will  they  .should  all  enjoy,  except  when  it  is  forfeited  for  crimes.  For  man  therefore  to  annex 
any  conditions  wliatever,  to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  by  innocent  persons,  except  that  of  good  be- 
haviour; and  especially  so  hard  &l  unreasonable  a  condition,  as  expatriation  from  one's  own  native 
country,  is  conduct  highly  blasphemous.  It  is  a  direct  infringement  of  a  Divine  Right.  Coloured 
people  as  well  as  others,  have  a  Divine  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty  every  where  :  and 
the  .same  right  to  live  any  where  they  please,  in  the  enjoyment  of  unconditional  liberty,  unless 
forfeited  by  real  crimes.  So  long  as  they  remain  innocent  persons,  they  inherit  the  Divine  right 
of  unconditional  civil  freedom  ;  and  on  any  part  of  the  globe  where  they  choose  to  live.  They 
hold  this  right  in  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind;  and  for  the  Colonization  Society  or  any 
body  else  to  deny  it,  is  open  blasphemy.  To  say  or  pretend,  that  coloured  people  havo  no  right 
to  freedom  and  equal  rights  in  their  own  native  country,  when  God  says  they  h.^ve,  is  the  most 
daring  impiety  that  men  can  utter. 

The  great  argument  used  by  t\ie  Colonization  Society,  to  induce  the  free  coloured  people  of 
this  countiy,  to  emigrate  tn  Liberia  is,  that  the  prejudices  of  the  white  people  against  them  are 
rnmnciUc ;  which  prejudices  it  endeavours,  by  calumnious  and  wicked  means  to  increase.  This 
js  adding  insult  to  injury;  the  common  policy  ef tyrants.  And  these  prejudices  are  said  to  bo 
80  strong,  that  their  rights  wiwst  ie  forever  trampled  on  here  ;  and  that  the  prejudice  being  ua- 
tural,  the  whites  ate  as  it  weie,  compelled  to  abuse  the  black  race  ;  and  it  is  therefore  the  duty 
of  the  latter,  to  tiee  to  the  place  of  refuge,  bo  benevolently  and  providentially  provided  for  them 
in  Africa,  where  they  can  bo  secure  from  the  elFects  of  this  destructive  agent.  This  has  been  I 
have  no  doubt,  the  honest  teusoning  of  thousands.  They  confound  the  antipathy  against  eup- 
pos.ed  bodily  deformities,  with  the  prejudice  against  n^Ate  ;  and  believing  the  one  to  be  natural 
and  tlit*!of'jr.«  inviiKi)>l<!,   IIipv  .snpp<ise  Iho  olher  is  also, 
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A  I'ttle  rofieetion  will  eon  vines  every  candid  mind,  tliat^coloar  or  other  supposed  bodily  ae 
formity  ia  not  the  foundation  of  tho  prejudices  against  the  rights  of  black  people.  It  has  notU- 
inT  to  do  with  them.  Prejudices  against  ri^to,  arise  wholly  from  eontZmor*.  Ihe  prejudices 
against  the  Jews,  arc  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  as  strong  as  those  agamst  negroes,  bo  are 
those  against  enslaved  whites.  So  are  those  of  aristocrats,  against  »ho  lower  grades  of  society. 
The  prejudices  of  caste  in  the  East  Indies,  are  as  strong  as  those  of  our  slavery.  JNor  will  any 
kind  of  colonization  destroy  them.  A  much  stronger  agency  is  required  for  that  purpose.— 
Nothing  but  the  power  of  gospel  truth,   will  destroy  this  and  oihor  wicked  prejudices 

With  regard  to  the  alleged  invincibility,  of  the  natural  antipathy  to  the  black  colour,  and  oth- 
er  supposed  bodily  deformities  of  black  people,  there  are  a  variety  of  opinions,  according  ar» 
facts  rnilitate  one  way  or  another.  The  disgust  and  repugnance  they  are  said  to  occasion,  were 
however  no  hindrance,  to  their  kidnapping  and  importation  at  a  vast  expence,  as  slaves.  And 
it  is  certain,  that  this  alleged  antipathy  it  yet  vincible  enough,  to  perrmt  ^  general  amalgamati^^^^ 
in  the  slave  states.  Nor  is  it  thought  of  as  the  slightest  objection  to  that  kind  of  'social  .nter- 
co"!J,  that  must  always  exist  between  masters  and  slaves.  Other  facts  might  be  introduced 
to  vary  the  argument.  And  if  the  black  colour  be  hdd  as  a  good  reason  for  colonization,  t  ta 
certainly  a  reasonable  question  to  ask,  why  not  colonize  black  <:«"1«,  «"J,,»>°'-.«,f ',  """^^^^^^f 
clothes  and  furniture  7  Why  not  expatriate  the  black  colour  entirely?  All  w.l  l>°^«ver  a- 
gree.  that  if  the  white  prejudices  against  the  rights  of  the  coloured  people,  really  are  'nviucible 
Key  ought  if  possible,  to  be  permanently  separated  from  the  while  race.  ^^'^^  J"  "";"^'7^f'« 
circumstance  Lvvever,  that  if  this  pretended  invincibility  be  a  fact,  mere  ocat.on  in  Africa 
will  not  shield  the  negroes  from  it.  It  will  follow  them  thither  qs  avarice  has  a  ready  done . 
and  thus  the  humane  project  of  the  benevolent  colonizationists,  be  entirely  frustrated  I 

We  often  hear  the  hatred  of  the  whites  to  the  blacks  spoken  of.     But  in  'h^,  °\7^";,;^f^'°" 
and  humanity,  what  should  they  'hate'  the  negroes/or.     For  their  black  colour  ^"d  <=u^ly   mir  7 
This  vvould  be  to  bate  and  of  course  to  blaspheme,  God's  F^J^^^nce      Besuies    tt  is   supple 
and  ridiculous  ;  as  if  there  was  any  thing  in  colour  worthy  of  hatred  1     ^od'n   fact    we   never 
hate  the  black  colour  in  any  other  case.     And  yet  we  hear  the  f'^'re'^J^^.l^^^^^'^.^JXm   into 
of;  as  if  it  was  something  natural.     But  if  this  be  so,  how  ^^'"^ 'J«  ^»  f  ,^%^"°S  Jl^'"^,  ^"^'S 
the  country  at  a  vast  expence  7     Was  this  done  out  of  hatred  7     And  ^  >^X;^°  Jj^,  ^J^  ,^7^"^ 
the  bounds  of  negro  slavery  7     And  what  have  the  negroes  '^°'?7'"*=^ '^Z'  ;^^°^/„  Jo  ineratfon 
serves  hatred  7     Ought  they  to  be  hated,  because  they  have  toi  ed  trom  generation  to  gene^  on 
without  wages,   forihe  sole  beneCt  of  those  who    hate    them  1"     ^^^^"^f.j^^y   *;'^y^"„3^"JP°J^',^ 
themselves  "and  the  whites  both,  solely  by  their  own  labour  1     Because  they  have  done  far  more 
to  feed,  clothe  and  enrich  the  country,  than  any  ortier  class  of  equal  n"m^er«^   ZZ-uch  col 
have  generally  been  peaceable  and  sui^missive,  under  the  g'-^/^est  oppression  1     Does  ,uch  con 
duct  deserve  hathed  I     Besides,  to  hate  people  for  their  Soodwojks  or  behaviour    >b  most^^ 
ing  blasphemy;  vide  Matt,  xxiii  29.-38,  John  x  31-39,  ''^24  ^5  „^    %     14    15    vi.  51-^^^ 
1  John  iii  12,'and  many  other  passages.     It  is  returning   evil    for   good     the  Peeul»ar   n  alevo 
lence  of  the  devil.     Nor  can  this  kind  of  hatred  be  accounted   for,  except   on    the  adm.ssm^^^^ 
the  fact,  that  slavery  is  the  ofispring  of  hell.     Yet  the  Colonization  Society  justifies,  e^^^^ 
tind  increases  this  blasphemous 'hatred,  as  a  justifiable  means,  ?'^'^";'"|  J'^Vd^^ 
country  to  Liberia  !     The  whites  unjustly  hate  the  b  acks  ;  '''"'1  »^^^^,^";^°. '^,fy  ^^^^^  "''"'' 

the   Society  says  they  have  a  right  to  oppress  them  I     This  is  Colo»izat.on  moral  ty  ^ 

If  it  be  alleged  that^neans  caS  be  used  in  Africa,  to  '^move  prejudice  and  r^peth'shatred^^ 
the  ready  question  is,  why  not  "- the  same  moans^^r^^W-lUt^-  rnec::sarv 

These  inqu  ries  are  real  posers,  and  cannot  be  satistactoriiy  ^"^?;r ,"  nreiudice  affainst 

for  me  to\rgue  the  case  further;   for  I   hold    this  pretended   '"J^^";'^'"' ['  "^Ph^er^a^^ 
rights,  to  bla  mere  phantom  or   nonentity;  as  much  so   as   ^'t^t'c^"'''  I;"'.^^  Ss  of  one 
philosopher's  stone  or  the  perpetual  motion  is.     It  is  just  as  easy  to  respect  the  r.gl.ts 

™Tire%rpoc?men  pay  to  each  others  rights,  if  not  othervvise  voluntary    dpe„ds  on  the   ope 
ration  of  Law.     Ow^- to  the  weakness  and  wickedness  of  human  nauc    there   -«   a  constan 
tendency  in  mankind,  "o  invade  each  others  rights  ;  ^h.ch  tendency  .he  d  in  check    control 
_  led  and  regulated,  by' the  power  of  the  Law.     Men  respect  each   others  rghs,    «   ""*  f  m  *J^ 
infiuenceofvirtuous  principles  and  reverence  to  the  Laws  of  God    y^^  because  iney   are 
to  do  so  by  this  po  we'r.     And  if  through  weakriess  the  law  cannot  .<;7Pf'^'"^JiKe  matter.- 
ways  made  stronger  till  it  can.     Nor   has   bodily  deformity  any  ^'""8  ^o  f  °  ;vf  ^he  S«er 
Had  the  laws  oftlus  country  been  always  made,   without  reference  to  colour  or  c^^^^^^^^ 
body  would  have  imagined  there  was  a  greater  tendency  or  F°Pe"f  *y;/^;"TS^  'e'sons,   (as 
one  i-aoe  than  anotherr     And  were  the  laws  now  to  be  inade,    ^^"''""^Sftv    wS    d  sip. 
they  ought  to  be,  to  eonform  to  God's  will,)  this  jack-o-lantern   «^  '"/'"<='^''''yefore     but  we 
pear  in  a  week.      We  might  not  like  the  looks  of  the  'niggers    any   better  than   before  ,   DU 
would  feel  no  more  disposition  to  wrong  them  on  that  account,  than  we   would    edch  other 


-ount  of  colour. 


'Why  do  men  rssijecl  eath  otliera  riglUs  at  all  ?  It  ia  cliiofl}'  because  llie  Law  slaiiiia  ready 
lO  avenge  wrongs.  It  is  because  laws  and  pentilties,  judg-es  and  juries,  sherifTs  and  cocrls,. 
JEiils  and  penitentiaries,  whipping  posts  and  gibbels,  are  prepared  for  offenders.  Thesg  are  thu 
cSl-ctivo  ngents  that  regulate  vicious  society,  and  strike  terror  into  rogues  ;  and  are  as  potent 
against  evil  prejudices,  as  aipainst  other  evil  propensities.  Without  these  legal  bnlwarks 
against  tyranny,  the  mass  of  the  white  people  would  be  quickly  enslaved.  Their  colouii  would 
afford  thftin  no  more  protection  here,  than  it  does  in  Russia  and  Turkey.  Let  the  coloured 
people  have  their  protection,  and  they  will  be  aa  eRectually  shielded  from  the  eflbcts  of  pre- 
judice here,  ae  they  can  be  in  Africa  or  any  where  else. 

In  illustration  of  this  doctrine,  lotus  consider  the  caas  of  the  Colonization  Society  iletlf. — 
The  most  bitter  and  inveterate  prejudices  e.iist  against  it  ;  and  yst  it  esisls  aod  operates  in 
•peace  and  security,  for  the  reason  jast  given.  It  is  protected  by  law.  But  according  to  its 
own  theory,  it  ought  to  be  colonized  !  For  the  real  object  of  tha  Society  is  so  excessively 
wicked  and  mean,  that  the  honest  and  enlightened  prejudices  existing  against  if,  must  dcrabt- 
less  be  invincible.  It  must  be  obnoxious  to  these  prejudices  ;  and  it  cannot  escape  from  them, 
unless  it  bo  removed  to  some  distant  region.  And  I  have  sometimes  ironically  proposed,  to 
colonize  the  Colonization  Society,  in  the  north  part  of  Siberia  ;  or  in  the  regions  near  the 
north  pole,  lately  discovered  by  Sir  James  Ross  !  In  those  renlma  of  desolation,  aa  dark 
and  frozen  as  ita  own  philanthropy,  the  Society  if  it  can  exist  at  all,  can  do  so  witLcul  pre- 
judice I 

According  to  the  spirit  of  this  st.range  pretence,  all  the  federalists,  democrats  and  whigs, 
all  sectarians  ani  parlizans,  all  the  masons  and  anti-mastms',  all  foreigners,  all  the  yankees 
and  slaveholders,  and  in  fact  almost  every  body  else,  ought  to  be  bciit  out  of  the  country  and 
colonized,  on  account  of  the  inveterate  prejudices  cjisting  against  all  of  them  I  The  coloni- 
zaiionisie  ought  at  all  events  to  be  colonized,  because  the  just  prejudices  ogninst  them  are 
inveterate,  and  are  constantly  increasing.  But  as  the  prejudices  against  tlie  abolilionists  are 
subsiding,   and  will  in  a  few  years  become  extinct,    perhaps  they  ought  not  to  be  colonized  ! 

For  the  same  sagacious  and  benevolent  reason.  Gen.  Jackson,  Mr.  V/ebster,  Mr.  Clay, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  and  many  other  eminent  individuals,  ought  to  be  colonized  :  f«r  the  strong, 
est  prpjudices  exist  against  them.  And  it  will  hardly  answer  for  the  sagacious  colonization- 
ists.  to  pretend  this  to  be  onneceesaiy,  on  account  of  the  rights  of  these  gentlemen  being  pro- 
tected by  the  law.  For  the  saucy  abolitionists  would  be  eure  to  reply  ;  that,  such  prelection  if 
all  the  coloured  pxnjile  need  ! 

2il  Obj. — Incapacity  of  JS*egroe^. 

It  has  been  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  white  people  of  this  country,  that  the  black  race 
are  naturally  inferior  in  the  intelleclual  powers,  to  the  white  race  ;  and  many  argue  on  this 
supposition,  that  it  must  therefore  be  right  and  proper,  to  deprive  them  of  all  rights  and  treat 
them  as  brutes  ;    or,  in  other  words,  to  enslave  them. 

Suppose  this  false  notion  were  true,  and  what  would  it  prove  ?  Why  that  all  men  of  inferi- 
or lalents  ought  to  be  enslaved  !  And  as  most  men  possess  but  ordinary  talents,  in  compari- 
son of  a  small  portion  of  the  whole  number,  it  would  render  human  slavery  ahnost  universal. 
Republicans  ought  therefore  to  spurn  the  notion,  whether  it  be  true  or  false.  It  is  iJie  old  aris- 
tocratic pretence,  made  use  of  by  aristocrats  all  over  the  world,  to  justify  them  in  oppressing 
the  multitude  ;  and  white  men  are  as  much  interested  to  repel  it  aa  black  ooes.  The  aristo- 
crats assume  without  proof,  that  the  multitude  are  inferior  to  thomselves,  not  only  in  wealth 
but  talents  ;  and  thence  argue,  that  it  is  right  and  agreeable  to  the  'natural  order  of  society, 
to  grind  the  poor  down  'to  keep  their  proper  places.'  They  argue  a  natural,  from  ah  arliticial 
inferiority  of  their  own  producing.  By  means  of  oppressive  laws,  they  first  degrade  th:;  mul- 
titude into  compulsory  poverty  and  ignorance,  thus  producing-  an  artificial  inferiori'v  in  them, 
and  then  falsely  pretend  they  are  nalurally  inferior  to  themselves.  The  argument  is  just  as 
good,  and  answers  ail  aristocratic  purposes  just  as  well,  in  Europe  as  in  Am«>rii;a.     It  i6  ncv 


.1  used  with  reference  k)  colour,  except  in  this  country.     CondUion,  jjrotluecd  wholly  ly  aru- 

i  lal  means,  is  the  only  real  ground  for  the  prelence  any  where. 

And  if  the  psetonco  be  true,  what  are  we  to  believe  of  the  pretence,  of  danger  fioin  abslitmi?' 
If  negroes  like  the  brute  creation,  are  such  inferior  creatures  as  in  jusiify  their  ensiaveinent, 
there  can  be  nothing  real  in  those  pretended  or  apprehended  dangers,  the  slaveholders  make 
such  an  uproar  about.  Their  alarms  must  be  all  nonsenee  and  fiction.  Were  all  the  doines- 
tio  aniiaalj  in  the  country,  to  be  turned  'loose'  at  once,  there  would  bo  no  more  danger  than 
there  was  before,  Besides,  if  the  pretence  be  true,  wheace  proceed  the  dangers  of  negro  sla- 
very? For  all  slaveholders  admit  thes«  to  be  very  great;  as  their  habitual  conduct  prove?; 
nnd  as  all  the  barbarous  and  expensive  means 'used  to  protect  and  support  the  practice  proves. 
And  black  slavery  is  as  dangerous  as  white  slavery  ;  and  the  latter  was  very  dangerous  to 
ancient  Roma,  (the  clay  in  the  feet  of  the  image:  Dan.  ii  33 — 45,)  and  other  nations.  But 
there  never  was  any  dang-cr  from  brute  slavtry,  though  the  praciice  of  it  has  always  been 
universal.  One  of  two  thmgs  is  certain  ;  either  that  negroes  nre  equal  to  other  people  in  in-^ 
tellect.  Of  that  there  is  no  danger  at  all,  either  in  their  slavery  or  its  abolition  ;  and  the  slave- 
holders may  choose  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  they  please.  - 

And  this  pretence  of  iuferiorily  isdirec'ly  contradicled,  by  all  the  recommendations  contain- 
ed ill  advertisements,  of  negro  sales,  auctions  4'C.  The  slaves  ara  usually  described  in  sucii 
advcr'tiaements,  as  possessing  uncommonly  superior  human  qualiliee;  such  as  Mikfely',  'smart', 
'very  inttlligenl',  'honesi',  'skillful',  'experienced',  'ingenious',  'excellent',  'first  rate'  field 
hands,  cooks,  gruotns,  coachmen,  teamsters,  nurses,  seamstresses,  mechanics,  engineers  4"C- 
4-G.  No  higher  recommendations  of  the  kind,  can  be  given  to  white  persons.  Runaway  slaves 
are  also  frequently  advertised,  as  possessing  superior  abilities,  cunning  and  enterprise.  Nor' 
is  any  cotnplaint  ever  made,  that  these  statements  are  erroneous  or  tend  to  imposition.  The 
slaves  aui  usually  described  as  superior  human  beings  ;  and  the  deseriptions  are  never  contra- 
dicted or  questioned,  or  their  general  ac&uracy  doubted.  And  such  descriptions  are  the  set- 
lied  custom  of  the  slave  states  ;  and  the  existence  of  the  custom  proves  the  utter  falsity,  of 
the  absurd  pretence  under  consideration.  And  it  also  prove^j  the  abundant  ability  of  our 
slaves,  to  'lake  care  of  themselves'  and  easily  provide  for  their  support,  in  a  state  of  freedom 
and  equal  rights.  No  people  are  found  half  as  able  to  provide  for  themselves,  as  those  who 
possess  the  very  (jualificalions  for  that  purpose,  described  in  these  glowing  adveriisements. — 
After  making  full  allowance  for  the  usual  exaggerations  of  such  descriptions,  they  afford 
abundant  evidence  of  the  full  equality,  of  the  black  with  the  white  race,  in  montaLas  well  as 
bodily  capacity.  The  testimony  of  the  slaveholders  themselves,  is  thus  abundantly  sufScienf, 
to  refute  and  demolish  this  lying  pretence  ;  vide  Job  xv  6,    Luke,  six  '22. 

The  prac!ice  of  national  self  go\ernment,  is  universally  admitted  to  e.xhibil,  the  highest 
human  capacity.  In  this  great  art,  the  African  savages  manifest  as  much  skill  as  either  red  or 
white  savages,  or  as  our  ancestors  did  in  Cajsar's  lime.  But  the  republic  of  St.  Domingo  ex- 
hibits a  fair  specimen,  of  as  great  capacity  and  refinement  in  the  art  of  government,  as  the 
average  of  the  governments  of  white  nations.  It  has  a  better  government  and  laws,  than  one 
half  of  the  Europea,n  nations ;  and  this  too  adopted  by  a  nation  of  ignorant  negroes,  undej: 
many  discouraging  circumstance*. 

There  is  alsj  strong  circumstantial  evidence  from  ancient  history,  tl'.ul  the  black  race  were 
the  original  founders  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  Were  this  fact  certainly  known  to  be  true,  it 
would  prove  this  race  to  possess  superior  talents  and  genius.  For  the  first  original  discoveries 
in  any  aK  or  science  however  rude  and  imperfect  they  may  be,  are  b_j^  far  the  most  difficu't  df 
any,  and  require  a  degree  of  genius,  which  history  shows  to  be  so  rare.  But  however  thi» 
way  be,  there  is   nothing  in   the  behaviour,   actions,  character  or  condition  of  the  black   race, 

n  denotes  their  natural  inferiority  to  any  of  the  other  races.  In  every  department  of  hu- 
...jn  enterprize,  they  have  been  permitted  to  occupy  in  civilized  society,  they  have  proved  them- 
selves to  possess  first  rate  capacity,  their  enemies  themselves  being  judges  ;  a  fact  which  de^ 
mons'rates,  that  they  only  need  a  fair  opportunity,  to  exhibit  the  same  capacity  in  all  the  other 
dcpnrimenls 
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The=r  feels  show  tl,e  utter  falsehood  *f  iLis  base  pretence.  The  poor  are  nol  naluraUy  ihfa- 
Wor  to'the  rich,  as  the  aristocrats  pretend.  The  black  race  are  not  naluraUy  mfer.or  to  the 
white  in  «ny  respect  whatever.  All  the  apparent  inferiority  of  the  negro«8  m  wholly  art.fic.al. 
The  Almighty  has  given  to  all  men  without  distinction,  the  same  general  measure  ol  native 
ability  bo"h  bodily  and  mental,  to  enable  them  to  obey  His  Law,  and  fulfil  H.s  W.ll  ;  thereby 
intimating  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  natural  .quality  of  their  rights ;  -^s  was  stated  .n  the 
First  Lecture.  All  slave,  both  black  and  white,  deprived  of  hterary  leisure  and  knowledge, 
bereft  of  hope  and  crushed  by  cruel  oppression,  appear  stupid,  careless  and  thoughtless  ;  but 
none  of  them  are  naturally  inferior  to  the  rest  of  mankind.  All  ibey  need  to  manifest  a  per- 
fect equality  is,  an  equality  of  rights  and  knowledge.  These  eqoaht.eR  are  reciprocal  ;  and 
the  allowance  of  the  one  will  always  produce  the  other.  R.ley  and  Robins  were  as  ahj..ct 
slaves  among  the  Arabs,  as  the  negroes  are  m  onr  slave  states.  So  were  the  Helots  and  Ro- 
man slaves,  the  whole  of  whom  were  white  people.  The  pretended  natural  mfenonly  of  the 
black  I  ace  is  all  moonshine  ;  as  those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  them  arc  aware.  There 
is  nothing'artificial  of  which  white  people  are  capable,  but  of  which  black  ones  are  just  as  ca- 
pable In  every  department  of  art  or  science,  of  literature  and  learning,  the  blacks  are  just 
as  capable  of  excellence  as  the  whites.  Their  natural  abilities  both  of  body  and  mind  ore  just 
as  perfect  There  is  no  truth  in  the  pretence,  of  the  inferiority  of  their  anatorrucal  structure 
and  organization.  The  facial  angle  is  usually  smaller  in  the  black  than  in  the  white  race  ; 
but  there  is  as  great  a  proportion  of  retreating  foreheads,  in  the  ono  race  as  in  the  other.  The 
most  extensive  anatomical  researches  have  demonstrated,  that  there  is  no  essential  diflerence 
in  the  size,  shape  or  composition  of  the  brain,  in  any  of  the  races.  There  are  all  sorts  of 
heads  and  phrenological  indications  in  all  the  races,  and  the  same  proportional  variety  in  each; 
as  a  critical  investigation  will  prove.  It  is  my  long  settled  opinion,  thai  all  the  physiological 
differences  among  the  different  races,  are  entirely  the  effect  of  differences  in  climates.  But 
however  or  whatever  the  real  causes  may  be,  it  is  demonstrably  certain,  that  there  is  not  tie 
slightest  differenca  of  human  identity  or  capacity,  in  any  of  the  races. 

3d  Obj. — Imprudence. 

By  this  objection  is  not  meant  those  casual  errors,  which  the  best  of  men  will  somotimea 
commit  in  the  best  of  causes  ;  and  from  which  owinj  to  human  infirmity,  even  the  wisest 
are  not  exempt -vide  Rom.  vii  lS-24.  A  crimind,  wicked  'imprudence'  is  in  the  sense  of 
the  objection,  alwajs  insinuated  against  the  abolitionists.  Their  enen^ies  will  never  specify, 
and  stale  ichcrein  their  'imprudence'  consists  ;  but  merely  repeat  the  stale  excuse,  tnat  they 
'like  their  principles,  but  not  their  measures.' 

And  what  is  the  nature  of  the  'imprudence'  charged  by  this  pretence?  Imprudence,  to  obey 
the  commands  of  God,  by  'opening  our  mouths  for  the  dumb',  'remembering  those  that  are  m 
bonds  &c  '  •  and  a  hundred  others  similar  !  Imprudence,  to  imitate  the  example  of  our  Sav- 
iour and  that  of  his  followers  the  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs  !  Imprudence,  to  obey  the 
commands  of  God,  in  preference  to  those  of  wicked  men  !  Imprtidencc,  to  preach  nghteous- 
nrs^  in  =pite  of  the  threats  of  such  men  !  Imprudence,  to  practice  the  Golden  Rule  !  Impru- 
dence, to  discharge  plain  Divine  duly  1  &c.  For  this  is  all  the  'imprudence'  the  abolitioniBti 
are  honestly  and  justly  chargeable  with.  One  cannot  but  help  leBect  here,  how  very  'impru- 
dent'  in  the  view  of  the  virtuous  objectors,  must  have  been  the  conduct  of  Chrisl  and  his  fol- 
lowers •    and  that  of  all  great  moral  and  political  reformers  since. 

And  we  are  sometimes  told,  that  if  the  aboliUonists  will  only  stop  preaching  and  discontinue 
their  e-xertions,  the  mob  will  let  them  alone,  and  they  can  live  safe  and  secure.  Thai  is  (o 
say  if  they  will  only  give  up  the  discharge  of  Divine  duty,  and  the  exercise  of  a  Divine  and 
<;oostitutional  right,  and  obey  the  will  of  wicked  men  instead  of  God's  will,  they  can  be  sa/e  ! 
And  so  may  every  reformer  bo  'safe',  on  the  same  wicked  condition.  All  that  is  necessary  to 
ensure  svch  'safety',  is  simple  submission  to  the  arbitrary  dictates,  of  every  tyrant  that  threatens. 
0«r  revolulionarv  fathers  might  readilv  have  obtained  thi.  kind  of  '^ccunly',  by  subm.llins:  t-^ 
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I  ihe  u3Uipauoii3  ol'  the  Dmisli  governnicTit  ;  and  been  'secure'  from  time  lo  time,  till  tliey 
;  :J  nothing  left  to  be  secured.  Peace  on  such  terms  is  submission  to  despotism  ;  suoh  'peace' 
as  the  Turkish  and  Russian  slaves  enjoy.  And  what  real  'securily'  is  there  in  fcdie  ]>eacc; 
vide  Jer.  vi  14,  viii  15,  Eze,  xiii  10,  16.  It  is  better  to  have  no  peaca  at  all,  than  such  a 
conditional  'peace'  as  this.  Open  war  is  always  better  than  such  'peace'.  Vv'c  must  aUvav- 
expect  contention  with  moral  corruption,  if  we  do  our  duty  by  opposing  if. 

Yet  most  opposere  of  abolition  contend,  that  the  abolitionists  have  pursued  most  'imprudenf 
reckless,  'incendiary'  measures,  in  the  profession  of  good  principle.",  rejjardfess  of  consequen- 
ces ;  that  they  have  denounced  slavery  and  slaveholders,  with  the  severest  censure  and  the 
bittp.rest  invective  ;  and  therefore  something  is  wrong  ;  st0  that  must  be,  the  spirit  of  abolition. 
A  cause  which  requires  or  permits  the  aid  of  such  violent  support,  must  be  a  bad  «ause.  This 
is  the  inference  commonly  insinuated. 

Now  all  this  clamor  is  caused  by  the  simple  fact,  that  the  only  violence  of  the  abolitionists. 
13  the  violence  of  the  truth.  The  only  force  they  have  ever  used,  is  the  force  of  the  truth. — 
They  do  not  use  or  pretend  to  use  any  other,  ^nd  this  is  the  only  force  their  enemies  Jear  from 
ikem.  They  fear  the  arguments  of  the  aboliiioniats,  and  the  power  of  the  truths  they  pro- 
claim. 'The  "heat  which  offends  the  opposors  of  abolition,  is  the  ardor  of  conviction,  and  that 
:-.s.\  for  the  service  of  righteousness,  that  neither  hope  nor  fear  can  influence  the  abolitionists: 
oupprcss.'  The  words  of  the  great  Pitt  are  strictly  appIicabJcj.  to  the  nature  of  the  zeal  that 
animates  the  present  aLiolitionist;?.  To  put  a  stop  to  the  exhibition  of  argumcntK  they  can 
neither  refute  nor  endure,  the  enemies  of  abolition  have  invented  this  and  other  false  charge?. 

So  also  the  abolitionists  have  been  accused,  of  wild  enthusiasm  and  visionary  fanaticism  ^ 
a  charge  which  has  never  been  attempted  to  be  proven.  Bjjt  arc  they  more  enthusiastic  than 
the  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs  were  ?  vide  1st  Cor.  it  2,  Phil,  iii  7,  and  numerous  other 
passages.  Or  than  Luthor  and  (he  other  protestant  reformers  were  ?  Or  than  our  revolution- 
ary fathers  were  ?  Or  than  good  men  engaged  in  good  cau-sea  usually  have  been  ?  Or  wpp 
any  good  cause  ever  more  deserving,  of  ail  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by  it,  than  that  of  the  abo- 
. Jilion  of  American  slavery?  Ko  honest  man  can  believe,  ihat  the  abolitionists  posse:?K  too 
much  enthusiasm.    But  very  few  of  them  have  enough. 

'Zut  for  argument's  sake,  suppose  these  false  charges  to  be  true  ;   and  what  then  ?     Dccftc^;?- 
..jlitionists  in  some  respects  do  wrong,  is  abolition  itself  therefore  wrong?     If  it  i-?,  christinn- 
Uy  must  be  wrong,- for  ttic  sarno  reason  ;   for  a  great  many  cbristJnns  frec^ucntly  do  wrong  !—' 
And  so  must  infidelity,   fedcraHsm  and  democracy,  masonry  and  anti-mn.sonry,  bonking,  cofr- 
mon  schools,   and  every  thing  else  that  men  erigage  in  ;   for  what  is  there  even  lhoi;g'<  it    .' 
good  in  itself,   that  mcti  use;   that  they  do  not  abuse  ?     For  though  the   command  be    olbj'r- 
-.vise,  (1  Cor.  vii  31,)  yet  it  is  ceK&in  that  men  abuse  ail   the    blessingfs  'they    pospcsp,     Ho*"^ 
f:jr  instance,  is  the  excellent  art  of  printing   abused.     How    many    Uea  and   bad   books  a.-e 
printed.     Ought  we  therefore  to  break  all  the  pricting  presses  and  typc^,  and  dfstr^  the    art 
••3oIf,   for  fear  if  may  be  still  further  abused.     And  should  we  decitrriy  the  other  arts  and    pri- 
ces for  the  same  reason  '     Was  tho  oavi^c  of  our  icvciutionary  fathers  wropg,  because  rh~-' 
-sometimes  acted  wrong  in  that  cause  ?    -Was  the  reformalion  wrong  because  it  Wi»&  abtr:-';^  . 
Has  the  conduct  of  its  friends  any  relation,   to  the  merits  of  any  cause  whatever  ?    Mo^t  rrr~ 
"inly  not.     Any  came  may  begood  or  bad  itr  itself,  let  the  conduct  afita  friends  be  what  u 
■  1.    This  objection  certainly  proves  far  too-Riut'h  to  be  good  for  any  thing.     It  is-iri  fact  tf" 
n.jiculo'.is  to  merit  serious  recitation,  even  if  it  were  as.trne  0.3  it  is  false. 

According  to  the  spirit  of  this  despicable  pretence,   no  parson  ought  to  unite  with    any     '-■-■ 

party,  or  other  association,'  no  matter  how  ju.'t,   prra,  honest  and  useiul  thoir  objects   '.." 

Motions  may  be,   because  some  ofhiff  associates  must  and    will  do  wrong  !      He'  mu.st   b" 

'her  whig  nor  democrat,  mason  rior  anti*ma3on,   methodist  nor  prcsbyterian,  nor  any  th'ng: 

>   in  £CiHj)any' or  union  with  others,  for  fear  of  being  cvposed  to  thcii*   errors  and  follies!  — 

i.'c  must  becomo  a  complete  moral,  political  and  inteilectaal  nonentity,   for  fear  of  coming  in- 

*/  contact  with  human  infirnaity  and  corruption  !     Ht?  ought  in  fact,   to   become   n   hermit   or 

!.)ntary' outcast  from  sll  human  society.     Whier.c  'wootd  hav6  befcft  tfiB  diristian  religion  anf? 
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all  other  good  iislitutiocs,  had  tUeir  founders  acted  on  iliis  principle  ?  United  action  for  aH 
good  righfeous  and  benevolent  purposes  whatever,  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole  Scriptures  ;  vide 
Pa.  cxxxiii  1,  Eph.  It  3—6,    13,    16,   and  numerous  oiher  passages. 

And  it  has  been  objected  to  the  abolitionists,  that  they  have  given  great  offence  to  others, > — 
Undoubtedly  the  proclannation  of  the  truth  and  righteousness  by  theno,  has  been  excessively 
offensive  to  the  slavish  corruptions  of  the  country,  and  to  the  spirit  of  slavery  every  where  ex- 
isting in  it.  It  always  had  that  effect.  Such  proclamation  was  offtmsive  to  Pharaoh,  to  Her- 
od to  the  Jews,  to  Nero,  to  the  Pope  and  the  Romish  church  in  Luther's  time,  and  to  all 
other  corruplionists  ;  as  it  is  new  to  the  American  slaveholders  and  their  supporters  ;  and  for 
the  same  reason  ;  because  they  are  corrupt,  and  the  truth  condemns  and  reproaches  them  ; 
vide  Matt,  ii  3,  16,  xiv  3,  4,  Mark  vi  17— 27,  Acts  iv  1—3,  vi  10  —  14,  vii  54—59,  and  a 
great  many  other  passagres.  The  proclamation  of  the  truth  has  generally  been  niore  offensive 
^  to  the  guilty,  than  that  of  falsehood  to  the  innocent  ;  because  there  has  always  been  more 
guilt  than  innocence  in  the  world.  But  ought  such  proclamation  to  be  discontinued  for  this 
reason  ?  Nay,  verily,  it  is  the  strongest  reason  for  its  increase  ;  for  the  more  corruption 
there  is  in  the  world,  the  more  strongly  does  it  need  resistance  and  exposure.  It  offends 
nothing  but  moral  corruption  ;  and  therefore  gives  no  criminal  offence.  See  the  following 
among  other  passages  :  2d  Cor.  xiii  10,  1st  Tim.  v  20,  2d  Tim.  iv  2,  3,  Tit.  i  13.  James  iv  7 
4-c.  Such  was  ihe  conduct  of  all  the  prophets  and  apostles,  and  of  all  great  and  good  refor- 
mers since.     And  their  example  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the  whole  spirit  of  Christianity. 

But  the  objection  is  as  es.«entially  false  as  it  is  absurd  and  contemptible.  To  say  that  no 
abolitionist  had  at  any  lime,  said  or  done  any  thing  respecting  slavery  or  its  abolition,  thai 
was  wrong  or  imprudent,  would  doubtless  violate  the  truth.  'To  err  is  human',  and  the  ab- 
olitionists as  such  lay  no  claim  to  perfection.  If  the  great  apostle  was  so  very  imperfect  as 
he  represents  himself  to  be,  (Rom.  vii  15—24,)  much  more  ought  we  all  to  tremble  for  our 
own  imperfections.  The  abolition  cause  like  every  thing  else  in  which  human  agency  min- 
gles, is  doubtless  conducted  with  some  degree  of  imperfection.  The  duty  of  christian  pru- 
dence is  also  strongly  enjoined  in  the  Scriptures  ;  vide  Matt,  x  16,  Rom.  xvi  19,  1st  Cor.  xiv 
SO,  Phil,  ii  15,  and  many  other  passages.  The  spirit  of  these  commands  is,  to  be  prudent  in 
keeping  ourselves  pure  and  avoiding  sin.  But  the  spirit  of  the  whole  Scriptures  al.-o  is,  to  re- 
buke and  denounce  sins,  cBpecially  great  and  customary  sins,  with  the  most  unsparing  sever- 
ity,—vide  2d  Sam.  xii  7—12,  Isa.  Iviii  1  4-c.,  Jer.  xiv  14,  15,  16,  Exo.  xi  5—12,  xiii  1—23, 
Malt,  xxiii  13—33,  Luke  xi  39—52,  Acts,  xiii  10,  Eph.  v  11,  Tit.  i  13,  and  a  thousand  other 
passages.  The  Bible  g^oes  to  the  utmosi  'extremes',  against  sins  of  every  description.  And 
all  the  woes  and  denunciations  of  the  Sacred  Volume  are  personal,  being  levelled  against  the 
transgressors  themselves.  That  Book  contains  do  abstractions.  The  'abusive  language'  of 
the  abolitionists  is  complained  of.  But  have  thoy  ever  said  or  published  any  thing  more  'abu- 
eive',  than  the  language  of  the  passages  quoted  ;  or  of  many  others  that  might  be  quoted  ? — 
Or  were  the  abominations  rebuked  in  those  passages,  greater  than  those  of  American  slavery? 
Or  le  it  an  'abuse'  of  language  in  reproving  sin,  to  call  things  by  their  true  names  ;  as  the 
Bible  always  does  7  If  it  is,  then  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptures  is  much  more  'abusive'  than  the 
abolitionists  are. 

Nor  is  there  any  exception  to  this  mode  of  denouncing  sins  in  the  Scriptures.  The  Saviour 
and  all  the  prophets  and  apostles  pursued  no  other.  And  in  the  language  of  this  undisguised 
denunciation,  we  discover  curious  traces  of  the  natural  disposition,  of  each  speaker  or  writer. 
Tire  sublime  and  poetic  Isaiah,  the  melancholy  Jeremiah,  the  ferocious  Ezekiel,  the  grave, 
learned  and  eloquent  Paul  4"C.,  all  pursued  one  method  in  opposing  sin,  namely,  open  sharp 
rebuke,  without  any  qualification,  compromise  or  reserve.  And  the  prophets  and  apostles 
were  corsmissioned  and  sent  to  pursue  this  course,  as  examples  for  universal  imilation  :  vide 
1st  Tim,  iv  12,  Heb.  xi  33 — 40,  xii  1  &c.  and  other  passages.  A  compromising  spirit  with 
iniquity  is  not  taught  in  the  Bible.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  are  full  of  instruction  on  thi« 
point.  Tha  christian  'prudence'  of  the  apostle  Paul,  exposed  him  to  constant  danger  and  buf- 
fsriBg,  in   the  exercise  of  it;   vide  Acts,  xiv  19  &c,,  xvi  I9-24_  xvii  13  &c.,   xix  23-41,    xxi 
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27*-35,  xxiii  12  &c.,  Sd  Cot.  xi  23-27,  2d  Tim.  in  11  &c.  So  \he  chriatian  pradetiee  of  Lii-*.^ 
iher  and  the  other  great  reformers,  frequenlly  exposed  them  to  the  greatest  dangers  ;  as  it 
will  every  body  that  pursuns  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptures. 

Neither  the  invcctixes  of  Garrison  nor  Bourne,  nor  of  any  other  anti-slavory  writer  or  speak- 
er, strong  as  they  are.  have  ever  equa'lcd  the  severity  of  the  invective  in  the  passages  quoted. 
No  uninspired  writers  can  equal  the  severity  of  such  denunciati'Mi.  The  reason  of  this  sever- 
ity is  obvious.  No  other  nisthod  will  reach  and  expose  and  reform,  great  and  habitual  trans- 
gressors. When  the  conscience  has  become  stupilied  and  as  it  were  dead,  from  long  indul- 
gence in  cri.qie,  unless  it  be  roused  by  a  viice  of  tliunder,  it  will  still  sleep  on.  It  is  an  in- 
variable  rule  in  the  medical  art,  that  'the  remedy  mua'l  always  be  equal  to  the  disease'.  If  the 
disease  be  violent,  let  the  remedy  be  what  it  will,  it  nmst  be  violent  also  ;  as  all  intelligent 
physicians  know.  It  is  in  the  moral  as  in  the  physical  world.  Moral  remedies  for  great  acd 
inveterate  sins,  mast  be  violent  and  powerful.  UnspaMng  severity  of  denunciation  against 
6uch  sins,  is  therefore  the  uniform  direction  of  God's  Word,  ^nd  a  contrary  course  is  denoun- 
ced as  a  great  sin  ;  vide  Isa,  .xxs  10,  Jer.  v  31,  vi  13,  viii  10,  xxiii  11-16,  25-32,  and  nume- 
rous other  passages.  Unceasing  agitation  and  trouble  in  the  practice  of  sin,  is  also  a  plain 
doctrine  of  the  Bible  ;  vide  Job  xv  20,  Prov.  xxviii  Ij  Isa.  Ivii  20,  21.  Smooth,  deceitful 
(teaching  accommodated  to  iho  corruptions  of  the  times,  as  most  modern  preaching  to  some 
extent  is,  is  represented  in  the  passages  quoted,  as  among  the  greatest  of  sins.  Its  opposite 
must  therefore  be  a  great  virtue  and  duty.  None  of  the  abolitionists  have  therefore  ever  erred, 
in  the  severity  of  their  invectives  against  the  damning  sin  of  slavery.  On  the  contrary,  moat 
of  them  have  erred  and  erred  greatly,  in  not  having-  denounced  it  with  much  greater  severity 
than  they  have  done. 

The  Law  of  Nature  thus  agrees  in  this  respect,  with  that  of  Revelation.  And  the  agree- 
ment is  still  further  manifested  by  the  fact,  that  open,  sharp,  unsparing  rebuke,  is  also  the 
safest  as  well  as  most  effectual  course,  for  those  who  administer  it.  A  timid,  temporising, 
mild,  conciliatory,  respectful  mode  of  treating  slavery,  will  not  secure  the  respect  of  siavehold- 
cra.  They  despise  such  conduct  as  mean,  cowardly  and  inconsistent.  They  know  that  the 
pursuit  of  this  course  by  the  Colonization  Society,  has  not  had  the  slightest  tendency  to  abol- 
ish slavery  ;  but  the  reverse  ;  and  they  despise  that.  Society  accordingly.  They  fear  and  hate 
but  secretly  respect,  the  bold  uncomp.'omising  abolitionists  ;  bat  despise  and  scorn  all  tempo- 
risers. 

I  have  heard  many  pretend  to  approve  abolition  principles,  who  yet  affected  to  tind  fault 
with  the  way  and  manner  of  abolitionists.  When  pressed  to  explain,  and  specify  wherein  Iha 
abolition  means  and  modes  were  defective,  I  have  never  found  one  who  could  object  any  thing 
of  imponanco  to  them,  unless  that  they  were  too  violent.  Tiiis  habitual  evasion  is  only  propf; 
to  tne,  of  the  hypocrisy  of  such  pretenders.  If  they  really  saw  and  believed  the  ordinary 
means  and  modes  of  abolition  to  be  wrong,  it  would  be  easy  fo'r  them  to  specify  wherein. — 
And  the  fact  that  they  are  unable  thus  to  specify,  proves  those  means  and  modes  to  be  right 
and  that  they  know  ir.  They  know  they  cannot  point  out  any  better  way  5  because  there  i» 
none  ;  it  being-  God's  own  appointed  'way'.  And  it  is  only  because  any  way  at  all,  has  been 
adopted  by  abolitionists  to  abolish  slavery,  that  these  despicable  hypocrites  make  this  falsa 
pretence..  They  have  no  method  of  their  own  for  each  a  purpose  ;  and  are  sorely  oflended 
that  any  body  else  has. 

Voluntary  obedience  to  wicked  laws  and  customs,  is  also  falsely  protended  by  somej  to  be 
a  Bible  doctrine  ;  the  pretenders  perverting  the  following  portions  of  Scripture  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  Matt,  xxii  21,  P.om.  xiii  1-7,  Tit.  iii  1,  IstPet.  ii  13-15,  and  other  passages,  where 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  sMbjects  are  prescribed.  Voluntary  obedience  to  bad  laws,  ia 
not  however  the  spirit  and  meaning,  of  any  of  these  passages.  Voluntary  submission  to  the 
penalties  of  such  laws,  I  admit  is  their  spirit.  The  conduct  of  our  Saviour  and  the  apostles, 
shows  that  this  is  the  real  meaning.  They  were  never  known  to  yield  a  willing  obedience 
to  bad  laws  ;  but  uniformly  disregarded  and  broke  them  ;  as  was  shown  in  the  First  Lecture  • 
and  they  were    persecuted   and  p'd  to   deilk  because   they   did  33  ,    and    without  auy  resia'ancs 


•  ir  ilieii  pare;  tliua  mahifestirlg  tfieir  subniissioiT  lo  the  peiiaUies ;  bul  noi  to  tlic  laws  ihem- 
-elvcp.  Ail  the  apostles  anci  the  other  martyrs,  voluntarily  submitied  to  the  penallies  of  tor- 
lure  and  death,  inflicted  for  the  breach  of  wicked  laws.  The  pretence  then,  that  wo  are  reli- 
giously bound  to  yield  voluntary  obedience  to  the  accursed  laws  and  customs  of  slavery,  or  to 
other  wicked  laws  and  customs,  is  as  false  as  it  is  immoral  and  dangerous.  Where  human 
.'."c\v3  contradict  the  Divine  Law,  we  are  under  a  Divine  obligation  to  disobey-them. 

It  should  be  remarked  in  conclusion,  that  those  sensitive  and  delicate  objectors,  to  the  se- 
verity of  abolition  invectives,  are  never  known  to  find  any  fault,  with  the  blasphemous  scur- 
rility and  fiend-like  malignity  of  expression,  habiluciily  employed  by  the  slaveholders  and  their 
friends,  against  the  abolitionists  and  .their  measures.  To  this  kind  of  violence,  thoy  attach  no 
'imprudence',  and  see  no  objections  !  Also,  that  although  the  liabitual  language  of  slavehold- 
ers and  their  agents  towards  the  hoiplsss''slaves,  is  the  dialect  of  hell,  consisting  of  the  most 
blasph.emous  threats,  curses  and  oaths,  yet  these  tender,  scrupulous,  conscientious  "prctenderg, 
never  see  any  thing  'imprudent'  or  objectionable  in  it  !  But  if  such  conduct  and  the  charac-. 
ters  of  those  who  exhibit  it,  are  correctly  delineated  and  exposed  by  the  abolitionists,  even  in 
Scripture  language,  the  objectors  denounce  the  descriptions  as  'hard  language',  'fcrocioua  de- 
nunciation', 'unreasonable  severity'  &c. !    vide  Prov.  xxviii  4.  Matt,  vii  3,4,  5. 

4Ah  Ojbi — Daiwr' 

.-  Thai  tiiv-  aL-jiiuiu  ,niin,ii'n.r  o:;-^  causc  arc  very  dangerous  lu  ii.t/^.  unii  to  .-;  us  ■Jesuue. 
live  conifcquences  and  influences",  is  readily  admitted.  That  it  will  finally  put  an  end  to  th« 
iyianny,  poverty,  misery  .and  other  evil  fruits  of  tho  abomination,  is  certain.  That  abolition 
■la  dangerous  and  (destructive  to  error,  crime  and  unhappinees,  is  also  certain.  But  that  Im- 
mediate Emancipation  ever  was  or  ever  will  be,  dangerous  and  destructive  to  any  thing  good, 
is  positively  denied.  It  is  slavery  thatJs  dangerous  to  virtue,  happiness  and  prosperity;  and 
not  its  moral  and  political  opposite, — abolition.  It  might  as  well  be  feared  that  virtue,  right- 
eousness and  holiness,  would  be  dangerous  to  human  Hnppin&ss,  as  that  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very  will.  Abolition  ir,  a.  species  of  that  righteousness,  the  immediate  practice  of  which  is  en- 
joined all  over  the  Bible.  Immodialc  Emancipation  from  its  nature,  never  did  nor  ever  will 
produce  any  bad  edict,     Disobedience  to  God's  commands  only  produces  danger. 

It  has  been  said,  thai  the  doctrine  of  the  paramount  supremacy  of  the  Law  of  God,  overall 
the  laws  of  men,  is  a  very  dangerous  doctrine  ;  and  that  the  preaching  of  it  if  necessary,  ought 
to  be  Suppressed  by  law.  That  this  doctr'ine  is  very  dangerous  to  the  practice  of  slavery  and 
other  crimes,  is  most  true.  It  is  the  foundation  stone  of  abolition  and  all  other  righteousness  ; 
and  its  enemies  have  no  other  means  of  preventing  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  but  to  suppress 
the  doctrine  if  they  can.  ('But  this  doctrine  is  the  life  blood,  the  only  sure  safe  T:uard  of  liber- 
ty in  (he  world  ;  as  was  argued  in  the  First  Lecture.  Let  it  be  once  abolished,  and  the  whole 
human  race  will  soon  be  divided  into  two  classe."!  only,  tyrants  and  slaves.  It  remains  now 
to  be  seen,  whether  infidelity  and  slavery  united,  are  strong  enough  to  suppress  the  preaching, 
of  this  great  fundamental  doctrine. 

Enough  has  already  been  proved  in  the  course  of  these  Lectures,  to  satisfy  every  honest 
mi'nd,  that  the  apprehensions 'entertained  by  many  honest  but  ignorant  persons,  of  danger  from 
oholitio^i,  is  r.  mere  bug- bear  ;  just  as  if  obedience  to  God's  Will  could  produce  danger  !  But 
for  the  eako  of  complete  illustration,  it  <?hould  be  stated,  that  there  ore  several  special  reasons 
why,  even  if  no  itistance  of  emancipation  had  ever  occurred,  we  ought  to  believe  implicitly  be- 
forehand, that  though  slavery  is  always  attended  with  great  danger,  yet  its  immediate  abolition 
never  can  be  ;  that  danger  lies  only  in  continuance  in  sin  ;  not  in  forsaking  it  ;  as  the  bisto- 
rts of  all  the  cases  of  both  kinds_  proves. 

The  fir.'t  and  greatest  of  all  reasons 'is,  that  we  have  the  Express  PROiviieEs  of  Almighty 
God  that  the  righteous,  voluntary  abolition  of  slavery,  shall  be  without  danger.  No  greater 
act  oi^  T-i^hteonsnesi  and  justice  can  be  pci  formed,  thnn  ."=ijch  abolition  j  find  the  uniform  prom- 
ise of  the   Scriptures  is,  all  peace,  safety  and   prosperity,  to  thb-se  who  work  righteousness. 


riiii  pioniiic  IS  ii^.Tcct  if  not  m  words,  repeated  in  the  Bible  both  bj   procee,t  and  example, 
a  thousand  times  over.     See  thefollowing  passages:  Ex.  xv  25,  Dent,  xii  2S,  Ps.  xi  7   xv  12 
Ixxii  3-7,    Ixxxv  10-13,  cvi  3,    J^rov.  viii  IS,  20,  x  2,  xi  3-11,  18,  19,  20,  xii  23,  xiii  6,  xiv  34, 
xvi  7,  xxi  2],  Isa,  xxxii  17,  xxxiii  15,  16,  li  7,  3,  liv  17,    Iviii  1-12,  Dan.  iv  27,  xii  3,   Matt,  v 
G,  Acts.  X  35,  Rom.  viii  31,  xiv  17,  Heb.  xii  11,  James  iii  17,  18,  2d  Pet.  ii  5,  &c.  &c.     Every 
case  of  immediate,  unconditional,  voluntary  emancipation  thai  has  ev^  occurred,  has  demon- 
tratsd  the   parfect  truth  of  this  great  doctrine.     That  of  St.  Domingo'^m  1734,  those  in  South 
racrica,  in  Ilio  British  West  Indies  and  elsewhere,  to  the  amount  of  millions  of  slaves,  all  re- 
nted in  the  most  perfect  peace,  harmony,  good  will,  friendship  5nd  gi*cat  prosperity  and  ben- 
it,  to  all  persons  and   parties  concerned.     Not  tho  slightest  bad  efieet  ever  followed  any   of 
.'iem. 
'RighteoumcsS''  is   doing  what  is  rights   as  justice  is   doing  what  is  just  and  honest;   being 
.arly  sjnoiiysnous  in  thoir  meaning.     I  hav-   soractirHes  been   astonished  at  the  conduct  of 
itnc  profeasiiig  christians,  vvho  pretend  to  understand  much  of  tho  Scriptuies,  and   pTofess  to 
ve  the  meat  unlimited  confidence  in  the  promiecs  of  God,  but  yet  feared  danger  from  aboli- 
i.n':   vide  Matt,  vi  SO.     The  Scriptures  tlireatcn  the  greatest  danger  to  the  practice  of  Hu- 
-n  Oppression  ;   vide   Job  xxvfi  13-23,    Prov.   sxviii  S,  Jer.  xxii3,  5,  13,   Ezo.   xxxiv  2-10, 
^tnos  iv  1,  2,  Rom.  i  18,   2d  Pot.  ii  13,  and  a  great  many  other  passages  ;    but  they  uniformly 
leach  the  safeiy  and  prosperity,  attending  the  opposite  practice  of  righteousness  ;    thus  declar- 
mg  vvhat.lhc  Law  of  Nature  also  t<;aches,  that  ouly  one  of  two  moral  onposites  can  be  dan- 
;o«s  J   because  {hr:ir  natures  being  directly  opposite,  their  efiecta  must  be  opposite  also.     So 
10.0  and  prosperity   are  always  promised  in   the  Scriptures,  on  repentance  and  reformation 
.ra  sin4  vide  Eze.  xxxiii  14-lG,  and  a  hundred  other  passages  equally  plain.     For  christians 
:  refore,  to  pretend  tq  fear  dangor  from  immediate  abolition,  is  conduct  most  absurd  and  crim- 
■  'i\.     Such  faithless  apprehensions  prove,  that  they  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  Almighty  ! 
Nor  have  infidels  any  just  reason,  to  indulge  fears  of  danger  from    immediate  abolition.     For 
.  .■  Law  of  Nature  which  they  profess  to  believe  in,  exactly  corresponds  with  that  of  Revela- 
-n,  in  guaranteeing  peace  and  safely  as  the  effect  of  it.     We  know  by  experience   and   obser- 
vation, that  repentance  and  reformation  from  evil  doing,   always  works  peace  and  safety.     If  a 
perBoo  who  has  injured  us  repents,  asks  our  forgiveness  and  makes  us  all   the    amends   in   his 
•^^wer,  we  always  forgive  him  and  forget  his  transajressions.     Such  conduct  always  disarms  re- 
•igo  instantly.  -  It  never  fail.s-of  producing  that  effect.     The  Law  of  Nature  coincides  in   this 
cct  with  that  of  Revelation  ;  vide  Rom.  xii  17— 21.     Ea^i  cojise^wewccs  have  frequently   been 
■rged  on  abolition,  as  the  efieet  of  it.     But  it  is  impossible  to   prove  one   bad   consequence, 
r  to  bav9  fc'liowed  a  single  act  of  immediate,  voluntary  emancipation.     Complete  justice  ev- 
produces  complete  safety.     The  'Horrors  of  St.  Domingo'  as  they  are  justly  called,  were  the 
-;ilt  only  of  attempts,  to  reduce  ihe  negroes  of  that  island  again  to  slavery ;  as  has  been  prov- 

thousands  of  times.     They  were  the  effects  of  slavery ;  not  of  emancipation.     So  all  the  oth-    , 
^  pretences  of  such  conyequences,  are  directly  contrary  to  all   the  c^idenec  in   the    cases  ;   and 
-'se  who  make  the  pretences,  are  very  careful  never  to  bring  the  evidence  forward.     The  St. 
mingo  evirrcnceas  well  as  much  more  nearer  home,  proves  another  iiTtnosting    fact,  nama- 
that  all  the  danger  from  attempts  and  propositions  to  abolish  slavery,  arises  wholly  from  the 
reholde^s,  and  their  supporters,   and  not  from  the  slaves  and  their  friends, 
-nfurllrerctmiirmation  of  the  great  doctrines  here  advanced,  I  state  it   as  a   fact,  that  not  q 
-le  case  can  be  found  in  hi.5tory,  where  any  considerable   number    of  men,  ever   knowinirbj 
■'raed-evi.l /cr  good.     History  is  filled  with  accounts,  of  men's  knowingly  returning  evil  Ibr 
:  ;  but  not  of  evil  forgeod.     By  the  term  'knowingly'  I  mean,  where  men  knao  beforehand 
.   they  had  received  or  would  receive,  fair,  honest,-  righteous  treatment.     I  will   admit   that 
ly  cases  rr.ay.be  found  in  history,  where  men  through  ignorance  and  mistaken  notions  of  du- 
have  T2turuud  evil  for  good.     Such  as  the  case  of  the  treatment  of  our  Saviour  by  the   igno- 

•  t  multitude,  most  of  whom  had  not  probably  seen  his  miracles,  and  honestly  believed  him  to 
m  impostor  and  a  dangerous  man.  Such  was  the  case  also,  of  the  treatment  of  christians  by 
multnudo  afterwards;  for  the  same  probable  reasons.     Such  also  was  the  case   of  St.   Pauf 

viro  his  conversion  ;  who  through  ignorance  persecuted  the  christians  ;  vide  Acts  xxvi  9—11, 
!  am.  i  13.     And  such  have  been  the  cases  of  the  persecutions,  of  most  reformers   and   useful 

ovatur.^  since.  History  contains  a  great  many  similar  cases,  of  returns  of  evil  for  good, 
I   ugh  mistaken  notions  of  duty  ;  but  not  one,  whore  any  considerabje  number  of  men  render- 

:uch  return,  ^nojom^r  it  at  the  time  they  did  so.     i  will  also  in  candor   admit,   that  ihera  al- 

•  -8  lixva  been  in  the  world  and  yet  are,  a  comparatively  small   number  of  individuals,  judi- 

kf  '"''   '"^^'"a  consciences  'seared  as  .with  aredhot  iroa,'   who  are  wicked  enough  as 

,f^--i-  -5pp??tunity,  to  return  r^-W  for  good,  and  know'inctv  injure   »hf ir  greatest  benefactors 


Tbesa  are  the  'reproljates'  so  often  described  in  the  Scripturss,  wliose  'end  la,  the  perdition  o? 
their  souls.'  I  suspect'the  leaders  of  the  multitude  wlio  crucified  our  Saviour,  were  men  of  this 
description.  But  what  I  contend  for  is,  that  no  considerable  nv'piber  of  men,  were  ever  found 
t©  conduct  thus.  Nor  ean  any  such  considerable  number  even  among  slaveholders,  (unless  it 
be  in  reference  to  their  slaves,)  now  be  found  thus  to  act.  And  were  any  such  number  nowr  to 
he  suspected,  they  certainly  must  be  among  the  slay^hoiaers ;  for  no  others  can  be  feund  wick- 
•ed  enough.  And  least  of  all  men  ought  vre  to  fear  them,  among  ignorant,  grateful,  happy  eman- 
cipated slaves.  j^ 

Thus  do  the  express  promises  of  Gud,  as  well  as  His  Law  exh.ibited  in  His  Works,  equally 
guarantee  peace  and  safety,  as  the  'fruits  of  righteousness  ;'  and  to  abdilion  among  the  rest. — 
Tliey  both  prove  that  immediate  justice,  is  in  all  cases  the  highest  expediency  ;  because  only  one 
of  two  moral  opposites  can  ever  be  dangerous.  People  sufliciently  enlightened  to  understand  these 
guarantees,  are  therefore  without  excuse  for  ihe  indulgence,  of  their  absurd  fears  of  danger  from 
abolition.  They  abuse  their  own  reason  and  commit  sin  by  such  indulgence.  They  ought  to 
have  more  confidence  in  their  Maker,  than  thus  to  distrust  His  promises. 

But  aside  from  general  laws,  there  are  some  peci-'ar  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  our 
slaves,  that  will  insure  their  good  behaviour  afier  abolition.  They  have  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  the  hardest  labour  and  the  scantiest  fare  ;  so  much  so,  that  their  physical  energies  and 
warlike  propensities  are  greatly  reduced.  They  are  wholly  ignorant  of  tlie  art,  and  possess 
none  of  the  ordinary  means  of  war.  They  understand  none  but  the  arts  of  peace;  and  ofthe.se 
none  but  agriculture;  which  and  which  only  they  understand  well.  They  are  admirably  quali- 
fied to  get  their  living  and  be  useful,  as  well  paid  and  well  used  agricultural  laborers  ;  but  arc 
wholly  unfit  for  warlike  purposes,  without  a  great  deal  of  discipline  and  instruction.  Nothing 
but  the  desperation  produced  by  slavish  oppression,  could  stimulate  them  to  rebellion  and  war. 
They  are  without  arms  and  ammunition  ;  while  the  whites  have  plenty  of  both.  There  are  in 
the  United  States,  at  least  four  times  as  many  white  as  black  people.  To  pretend  to  fear  dan- 
ger under  such  circumstances,  from  n  body  of  people  thus  habited  and  situated,  End  when  al! 
wiottccs  to  create  danger  are  taken  from  them,  is  excessively  simple,  weak  and  cowardly.  The 
nalied  truth  is,  there  is  ■>  ot  a  partiele  of  danger  in  the  whole  case,  except  of  the  slaveholders' 
own  makino.     The  only  real  danger  is  from  them;  not  from  any  body  else. 

And  as  Mr.  Burleigh  justly  argues;  before  emancipation,  the  slaves  have  three  motives  to  re- 
bel, namely,  the  remembrance  of  past,  th;  sense  of  present,  and  the  fear  of  future  wrongs;  af- 
ter emancipation,  but  one  of  these  motives  will  be  left,  and  that  one  the  weakest  of  the  three; 
to  wit,  the  recollection  of  past  injuries.  And  how  soon  do  men  forgive  and  forget  such  inju- 
ries, on  the  repentance  and  reformation  of  the  criminal  party  I  No  case  can  be  found  where 
this  motive  alone,  was  when  attended  with  such  circumstances,  ever  found  to  excite  revenge, 
Such  a  result  is  as  contrary  to  nature  as  it  is  to  Scripture.  The  Scriptures  expressly  forbid  hu- 
man revenge,  (vide  Deut.  xxxit'GS,  Ps.  xciv  1,  Rom.  xii  19);  because  men  in  the  pursuit  of 
revenge,  are  wholly  unfit  to  do  exact  justice  ;  while  the  Almighty  alone  is.  Thus  do  the  Laws 
of  Revelation  and  Nature  exactly  harmonize  in  this  doctrine.  Immediate  emancipation  takes 
away  all  disposition  to  revenge.  Gratitude  and  joy  instead  of  revenge,  fill  the  soul  of  the  libe- 
rated slave.  Besides,  after  emancipation,  the  new  made  freeman  has  much  to  lose  by  rebel- 
lion, that  he  had  not  before.  His  character,  safety  and  peace,  are  greatly  increased  in  value  by 
emancipation  ;  and  he  is  more  sure  to  lose  by  rebellion  than  before.  It  will  be  most  for  his  in- 
terest to  keep  the  peace.  He  will  have  a  personal  interest  in  the  prosperity  and  peace  of  the 
country,  that  he  had  not  before;  when  every  thing  that  increased  either,  only  strengthened  his 
own  chains.  VVithout  voluntary  emancipation,  war  is  his  only  chance  of  freedom;  with  it, 
war  is  his  only  danger  of  renewed  slaver}'.  By  emancipation,  he  will  enjoy  all  the  domestic 
comforts  of  which  he  is  now  deprived,  and  of  which  rebellion  would  again  deprive  hitn.  In 
short,  immediate  abolition  will  in  effect,  withdraw  all  motives  to  rebel,  and  furnish  several  new 
ones,  to  guarantee  the  good  behaviour  of  the  slaves. 

But  if  this  pretence  of  danger  from  immediate  abolition  be  true,  what  becomes  of  the  pretence 
of  the  fn/crionV(/ of  negroes  ?  As  already  remarked,  one  pretence  or  the  other  must  be  false; 
for  if  the  latter  be  true,  no  such  danger  can  exist  under  any  circumstances.  The  two  pretences 
neutralize  each  other;  and  thus  afiord  strong  suspicion  thst  both  are  false.  Again,  we  have  just 
proved,  that  the  fears  of  danger  from  immediate  emancipation  in  this  country,  are  the  most  weak 
and  cowardly  that  can  be  imagined.  Yet  many  of  the  contemptible  alarmists  who  pretend  to 
indulge  them,  are  among  the  foremost  to  charge  the  abolitionists  with  cowardice,  for  refusing  to 
go  to  the  south  and  bo  murdered  !  Cowards  ought  not  to  accuse  others  of  cowardice.  If  the 
abolitionists  be  cowards,  these  accusers  have  no  right  to  reproach  them.  I  never  had  any  char- 
ity for  the  pretended  fears  of  such  alarmists.  It  is  not  the  loss  of  safety  but  of  unjust  power,  that 
those  corruptionists  fear. 

A  great  body  of  objectors  to  immediate  abolition,  on  account  of  its  alleged  dangers,  pretend 
to  ba. in  favor  of  ^roduai  abolition  ;  which  they  argue,  contrary  to  God's  promises  and  com- 
mands and  the  lights  of  experience,  to  be  unattended  with  danger;  whereas  it  is  in  truth,  the 
only  kind  ofemanripation  that  ever  had,   or  ever  ca^i  have,  any  danger  in  it.     The  piinciple  of 
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gradualiam  is,   to  eotuiiiue  tu  tJu  evil  liiat  guoU  aiay  couic  of  it ;    wiiicti  is  slrictly  Turbiiiilen  lu  (ii^ 
5scii|)tures ;   vide  Itom.  lii  6,   vi  I,   15. 

The  gradualists  talk  of  the  necessity  of  erfucaiion,  to  jjrepare  the  slaves  lor  emancipation; 
whereas  it  is  impossible  to  keep  a  great  multitude  of 'educated'  slaves  in  bondage  for  a  moment. 
And  the  slaveholders  are  so  sensible  of  this  fact,  (and  no  men  understand  it  better),  that  they 
utterly  nrohibit  all  literary  instruction  of  their  slaves,  under  the  severest  penalties.  If  slavery 
M  to  lastTor  the  smallest  period  of  time,  the  necessity  is,  to  profnliii  all  instruction  during  the 
whole  period  of  the  delay  ;  for  education  durrng  slavery  would  lead  directly  to  rebellion.  The 
slaveholders  well  know  this  ;  and  are  obliged  to  prohibit  it  for  that  reason.  And  they  dread  the 
presetice  of  the  free  negroes  so  much,  tiiat  they  have  fabricated  the  Colonization  scheme,  to  re- 
move them  out  of  the  country  as  'nuisances.'  To  educate  is  to  emancipate  ;  and  to  emancipate 
is  to  elevate  ;  and  the  slaveholders  know  it  well.  The  practice  of  slavery  requires  the  constant 
aid  of  all  its  'horrors,'  its  whipping,  starving,  maiming  and  other  criminal  agents  of  fear;  treat- 
ment to  which* '.educated*  persons  will  never  submit.  Nor  have  the  slaveholders  the  slighte.-t 
intention,  of  permitting  their  slaves  while  enslaved,  to  receive  any  literary  or  other  instruction, 
and  become  thus  'prepared'  as  the  cant  is^  for  emancipation  ;  or  rather  rebellion.  Their  only 
chance  of  safety  ichile  slavery  exists,  is  in  keeping  their  slaves  in  the  most  brutish  ignorance 
possible.  Besides,  were  they  disposed  to  educate  their  slaves,  and  were  such  education  safe, 
they  cannot  aiford  the  time  and  expence  necessary  for  the  purpose  ;  both  of  which  must  be  very, 
great.  For  them  to  send  all  their  slaves  old  and  young  to  school,  a  sufficient  time  to  'educate, 
them,  would  be  a  dead  loss  to  them  ;  and  is  not  to  be  thought  of.  Gradual  abolition  on  \he  pre- 
paratory plan,  is  a  chimera  in  every  point  of  view  ;  and  for  people  to  wait  for  it  in  preference 
to  immediatism,  will  be  like  waiting  for  all  the  water  in  a  river  to  flow  past.  So  the  plan  oF 
substituting  'apprenticeship'  for  slavery,  as  is  done  in  a  part  of  the  British  West  Indies,  by 
■which  a  pari  of  the  wrongs  and  cruelties  of  slavery  are  retained,  is  found  to  produce  a  fruitful 
harvest  of  discord,  trouble,  inconvenience,  cruelty  and  abuse,  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  a- 
Oiount  of  slavery  retained  ;  not  of  liberty  enjoyed  ;  while  in  the  cases  of  total,  immediate  aboli- 
tion, (in  Antigua  and  Bermuda),  none  of  these  mischiefs  followed.  The  advocacy  of  the  im- 
mediate plan,  like  that  of  the  temperance  and  all  other  reformations,  will  yet  produce  far  too 
'gradual'  an  eft'tict,  for  the  greatest  good  of  mankind.  The  truth  is,  immediate  emancipation  is 
the  only  kind,  that  is  perfectly  practicable  and  safe.  If  our  coloured  population  are  ever  to  be 
educated,  they  must  like  their  while  brethren,  educate  themselves ;  and  this  they  can  only  do 
io  a  state  of  complete  freedom.  The  first  only  safe  step  to  their  elevation,  is  their  immediate 
and  complete  eaiancipalion.  And  in  such  a  condition,  they  will  easily  educate  themselves  to 
any  desirable  extent,  without  any  other  assistance  but  what  they  will  themselves  be  able  to  pro- 
cure and  support.  The  only  people  in  this  country,  who  need  any  'preparation'  for  immediate 
emancipation,  are  the  white,  not  the  coloured  people- 

The  plan  of  emancipating  apart  at  a  time,  from  year  to  year,  is  attended  with  insuperable  dif- 
ficulties, on  account  of  slaveholding  policy.  As  Mr.  Birney  a  foimer  slaveholder  hiaiself  well 
remarks  ;  it  is  a  fixed  rule  of  that  policy,  nevei  to  employ  free  negroes  with  slaves.  The  prac- 
tice is  attended  with  too  much  danger.  Neither  will  white  persons  in  the  slave  states  labour 
with  free  blacks.  Their  society  is  considered  too  degrading.  Nor  will  the  planters  employ  free 
negroes  at  all  on  their  plantations  ;  nor  will  others  employ  them  ifthey  can  avoid  it.  Their  pres- 
ence and  fieedom  is  dangerous  to  slavery,  and  the  planters  desire  on  this  account,  to  get  rid  of 
them  altogether-  If  therefore  a  pari,  say  a  tenth  or  a  greater  proportion  of  the  slaves,  were  to 
be  emancipated  at  a  time,  great  difficulty  and  danger  would  attend  the  measure,  on  account  of 
the  slavery  still  existing.  The  emancipated  portion  would  lor  want  of  employment  at  home,  be 
compelled  to  emigrate  to  the  free  states  ;  and  thus  the  measure  produce  that  very  influx,  that  so 
many  people  in  those  states  pretend  to  fear,  as  the  result  of  total  emancipation.  Whereas  if  all 
the  slaves  were  to  be  emancipated  at  once,  none  of  these  difficulties  would  occur.  The  planters 
would  be  obliged  to  hire  their  former  slaves.  And  there  being  none  left  to  be  rendered  uneasy 
by  the  want  of  freedom,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  hiring  the  whole.  In  every  view  that 
can  be  taken  of  the  case,  immediate  abolition  will  appear  as  the  only  safe  kind.  All  attempts 
by  men,  to  alter  or  va^ry  with  a  view  to  improve,  the  mode  that  God  has  commanded,  onlypro- 
duees  new  difficulties  and  dangers. 

And  yet  we  frequently  hear  of  the  necessity,  of  the  present  continuance  of  slavery  ;  that  is,  the 
necessity  of  crime  for  the  support  of  crime  1  And  this  impious  doctrine  is  supported  by  the  most 
specious  and  refined  sophistry.  Only  think  of  its  being  necessary,  to  violate  the  Law  of  God 
every  moment,  by  depriving  innocent  human  beings  of  the  liberty  and  rights  that  God  gave 
them  ;  necessary,  to  compel  men  to  labour  without  wages  or  other  reward  ;  necessary,  to  buy 
and  sell  and  flog  and  starve  and  overwork  them,  and  sever  the  dearest  ties  of  nature,  to  be  se- 
cure in  the  acquisition  of  the  'gains  of  oppression'  ;  necessary,  to  forbid  men  to  marry,  to  'search 
the  Scriptures,'  to  educate  their  children,  to  'prove  all  flings,'  or  to  obey  any  of  the  other  com- 
mands of  God;  neeessary,  in  short,  to  continue  in  the  perpetration  of  every  crime  agaijist  the 
Law  of  God,  for  the  sake  of  supporting  one  of  the  greatest  crimes  against  that  Law  1  I  What 
part  of  th»  S.crip»ar«s  justifies  iueA  'necessity' T     What  part  of  the  Bible  permits  men  to  do  evil 
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exist  as  one  ciirao  is  'ncccssarj'  to  support  another.  Abolish  the  grand  crime  slavery,  and  ali 
the  other  crimes  'necessary'  to  support  it,  will  be  unnecessary.  And  to  what  absurdities  doee 
not  this  abominable  doctrine  of  gradualism  lead?  To  tliink  of  the  necessity  of  'graduul'  repen- 
tance of  sin  ;  or  talk  of  the  necessity  of 'gradual'  reformation  from  the  crimea  of  murder,  theft, 
robbery,  perjury,  &c.  !  The  doctrine  is  far  too  absurd  for  recognition,  even  by  human  laws ; 
much  lesi?  by  the  Law  of  God.  Its  advocates  would  be  ashamed  of  its  applicatien,  to  the  case  of 
any  other  crime  except  slavery. 

The  preaching  of  gradual  abolition  was  never  Itnown,  to  have  the  slightest  tendency  t#  abol- 
ish slavery.     When  the  slaveholders  are  told  by  the  gradualists,  that  slavery  is  right  under  _prc.'f- 
ent  circmivitanccs ,  their  consciences  are  soothed  and  calmed  ;  and  remain  so,  because  they  know 
that  so  long  as  slavery  rtjmains,   these 'circumstances'  must  also  remain  unchanged;   and    the/' 
remaining  unchanged,  perpetual  slavery  is  right !     This  is  the  necessary  tendency   of  gradua' 
ism  ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  practice  slavery  at  all,  and  yet  to  change  these  'circttrtistances'  ;  and 
the  slaveholders  know  it.      The  slave  'reign  of  terror'   must  continue  witho'ut  the   least   relaxa- 
tion,  go  long  as  slavery  itself  continues,  for  any  period  of  time  however  short.     Sl.v/ery   mus* 
itself  be  abolished,   to  procure  the  abolition  of  any  of  these  'circumstances;  they  being  absoluto 
ly  necessary  to  support  it.     Thus  Wilberforcc  and  his  associates    made    but    little   progress,  tiil 
they  renounced  the  doctrine  of  gradualism   in  1824,   on    the  appearance  of  Elizabeth   Heyrick's 
pamphlet.     And  American  slavery  never  increased  so  rapidly,   both  in    extent   and    rigor,   as  it 
did  during  the  fifteen  years,   that  the  excellent  Benjamin  Lnndy  (than  whom  slavery    never  ha-'. 
a  more  zisalous  enemy)  labored  in  Baltimore,   in  the  cause  ©f  gradualism  and  colonization.     Hi 
benevolent  but  mistaken  labors,   operated  like  an  opiate  on   all  slaveholding   consciences.     At;^ 
it  was  not  untiltlie  appearance  of  Mr.  Garrison's  withering  invectives,  proclaiming  the  Divii 
doctrine  of  immediate  abolition,  that  the  nation  began  to  awake  from  its  long  slumbers,  over  th 
abominations  that  were  hastening  its  own  destruction. 

No  body  supposes,  that  because  the  doctrine  of  immediate  repentance  and  refbnnation    firorri 
sin  is  preached,  all  men  will  immediately  obey  it.     This  would  be    to   expect   too   muuk    fjoi;. 
corrupt  feuman  nature.     Reformation  is  always  a  'gradual'  operation.     So  notwithstanding   im 
mediate  emancipation  is  preached,  the  process  will  still  be  'gradual' ;   and  must  be  preached, !.. 
procure  oven  this  ;  for  the  preaching  of  gradualism,  will  never  j-Toduce  any  abolition   at   all!- 
Slavery  will  grow  tho  taster  for  it.     But  it  is  t!ie  duty  of  all  men,  to  preasli   and    proclaim  th; 
doctrine  of  immediatism  every  where,  because  God  has  commanded  such    preaching.     And     " 
is  no  excuse  for  the  negleetto  preach  it,  that  wickeii  inen  will  not  immediately  obey  it ;  foV   ; 
it  were,  it  could  never  be  a  duty  to  preach  imniediate  repentance  at  all,  though'  God   has  eom 
taandod  such  preaching  to  be  done  every  where  I     It  would  render  all    tho    preaeiing   in   tb'' 
world  entirely  superfluous  I 

Much  alarm  has  been  expressed,  at  the  prospect  of  the  liberated  slaves,  'fOdtning  about' 
'loose'  as  it  is  called,  stealing,  burning  houses,  cutting  throats,  &,c.  without  a  parfTcJe  of  evi- 
dence to  render  such  conduct  probable.  All  that  tho  abolitionists  have  over  desired  to  sec  tho 
slaves  'loose'  from,  is  the  criminal  laws  and  customs  of  slavery.     They  wish   the  slj^ffs   to  be 

'loofio'  or  free  from  nothing  but  tyranny.     I'hoy  have  never  asked  nor  d"!-    '    ■'  i  ■.•->  • '.- 

any  body  else  'loose,'  from  the  restraints  and  responsibilities  of  just  ari' 
3011  is  or  ougJit  to  bo  'loose'  from  such  laws.     They  wish  the  slaves  em«i; 

tile  restraint  and  protection  of  just,   im})nrtial  laws.     Nor  will  the  slaves  Jjo     loosts'    iiuui .,  i^iici 
laws  after  emancipation.     But  in  the  sense  the  alarmists  intend,  are  not  the  3]a^Qnn<rw  'Joos!ft'» 
Very  few  of  them  arc  confined  in  irons  or  dungeons.     They  arc  a.s  able,  anna    thousand   ti/noii 
mora  desirous,  to  rise  and  'burn  houses,  cut  throats  &c.  now,  than  they  would  be  after  eman 
cipation.     Furthermore,  they  have  noic,  the  strongest  inducements  that  men  can  havo,  (oscap.; 
I'rcni  oppression),  to  'roam'  into  the  free  states  and  elsewhere.     And  in  fact,  some  fifleen thous- 
and or  more  ofthem,  have  already  'roamed'  away  from  the  'happiness'  of  slavery  into  Canada 
A  multitude  more  have  from  time  to  time,  'roamed'  away  from   this   'happiness'    into   the  fro<; 
states;  and  multitudes  more,  perhaps  the  most  of  them,  have  tried  the  same  kind  of  'roainiug' 
without  success;   as  the  whole  ofthem  undoubtedly  would  do,   had  they  a    fair    opportunity. -- 
But  cfflinplote  emancipation  would  destroy  all  motives   for    thi-;   roaming  ;   and  considering    tho 
strong  attachment  of  negroes  to  their  places  of  nativity,  would   probably    put   an   e;   1;-,    r:'-M 
to  it. 

Co77y»«<iftori  of  black  with  white  labour  is  another  objection,  set  afloat  so  far  asm. 
tion  extends,  by  men  who  never  cared  a  straw,  for  tho  cfi'octs  of  the  competition  of  .r.  ^  .- 
cti  the  poor,  wliether  white  or  bl;ick,  until  tho  liberty  of  tho  slaves  was  talked  of.  They  t;  / 
er  object  to  tho  competition  of  white  labour  with  itself;  thougli  tho  same  reason  exists,  if  t'.un 
is  any  reason  in  the  objection,  in  t!ic  one  case  as  in  tho  other.  Nor  have  these  alarmists  /  'O; 
been  known,  to  lamant  fiie  efiectt,  of  slaie  labour,  on  the  welfare  of  the  poor  claas  of  AviiiLC.^ 
at  tho  south.  Yet  it  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  a  multitude  of  poor  whites  of  this  class,  are  \>y  thi 
tendency  of  iha  slave  svstem,  to  accumulate  all  property  in  a  fov^  Imnds,  and  by  the  monopoly 
uf  slave ilaboilf  Iwti^h  this  uccumithiliion  produces,  kept  in  the  groatost  povcrtf,  wact  and  igno 
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ranee.  It  is  disgraoeful  in  them  lo  luLour  with  slaves ;  and  if  it  were  not,  the  siavehoWers  will 
not  hire  llietii  it'tliey  can  avoid  it,  to  perform  even  tlisir  mechanical  drudgery,  which  they  gen- 
erally contrive  to  have  done  by  tlieir  own  slaves.  And  this  lack  ofv^hite  labour  at  the  south  id 
one  cause,  why  the  slave  states,  as  states,  are  so  very  poor.  Thus  do  the  poor  whites  in  thoso 
states  live,  in  a  state  of  dependance  bordering  on  pauperism  ;  and  many  of  them  almost  as  ig- 
norant and  degraded  as  the  slaves  themselves.  All  the  evils  of  slavery  are  great  evils;  but  one 
oftho  greatest  is,  that  it  injures  ail  the  free  as  well  as  t)io  enslaved. 

The  freest  competition  of  useful  labor,  is  most  beneficial  to  any  counlnj,  however  injurious 
it  may  sometimes  be  to  individuals.  All  economists  are  agreed  in  this  maxim.  Nor  is  it  of  a- 
ny  importance  to  a  country,  what  is  the  colour  of  its  laborers  ;  unless  -white  laborers  with  no 
fnore  than  equal  advantages,  are  better  than  coloured  ones:  which  never  will  nor  can  bo  nrov- 
ed.  Nor  is  it  any  thing  to  tlie  laborers,  what  each  others'  colour  is.  The  objection  is  as'non- 
sensically  ridiculous,  a*  that  oftho  competition  of  the  labour  of  black  and  white  horses.  The 
more  useful  laborers  a  country  has,  the  greater  is  its  strengtii  and  wealthi  Their  competition 
is  generally  useful,  not  only  to  the  nation  ;  but  to  all  the  individuals  composing  it.  It  promotes 
a  useful  division  of  labor,  and  lowers  prices ;  and  as  a  consequence,  the  laborers  themsclvoa 
gain  more  than  they  lose  by  it.  What  they  lose  in  wages,  they  save  in  purchases.  Hence,  in 
♦)ld  thick  settled  countries,  it  is  generally  feasier  to  lay  up  money,  from  wages,  than  in  others. 
It  is  the  very  worst  policy  for  any  of  the  fiee  states,  to  endeavour  to  bar  out  useful  laborers 
iVom  their  limits,  whether  black  or  white.  And  the  cow^ardly  and  barbarous  legislation  m 
8omo  of  tliem,  to  prevent  the  useful  competition  of  black  and  W'bitc  labourj  is  not  more  injuria 
om  to  the  coloured  people,  than  to  those  states  thetiiselvcs. 

Every  pretence  tiiat  can  be  set  up  against  abolition,  if  followed  out  to  its/  conseffiences,  proYes 
only,  that  righteousness  is  the  only  true  expediency ;  and  that  immediate  emancipation  is  the 
only  safe  and  beneficial  kind.  Yet  some  corruptionists,  unwilling  to  practice  in  tho  way  of 
God's  ordinary  appointed  Providence,  of  immediate  repentance  and  reformation,  affect  to  wait 
for  some  sjiecial  Providence,  some  Divine  visitation  to  liberate  the  slaves,  as  is  Pharaoh's  case; 
thus  tempting  the  Almighty  to  destroy  the  country  I  For  God  has  indicated  no  otfier  kind  of 
Epecial  providence  for  such  a  purpose,  but  what  must  work  such  destruction.  The  special 
providence  of  God  in  such  cases  teaches  us  only,  that  if  nations  will  not  voluntarily  repent  and 
reform  from  national  sing,  they  will  finally  be  destroyed.  Pharaoh's  case  is  directly  in  point, 
to  exemplify  the  doctrine.  The  world  also  was  destroyed  by  a  flood,  on  account  of  tho  sama 
elate  of  society,  to  which  these  blasphemous  corruptionists  seem  willing,  tiiat  slavery  should 
rirst  reduce  this  country  ;  vide  Gen.  vi  5,  11  — 13.  And  Noah  was  saved,  because  ho  was  a 
'just  man,'  (Gen.  vi  S,  9,  vii  1,)  and  a  preachei  of  'righteousness';  2  Pet.  ii  5.  Many  einu- 
lar  special  providences  may  be  found  in  the  Bible.  Most  ominous  passages  theso  for  those  to 
reflect  on,   who  incline  to  delay,   before  they  practice  the  righteousness  the  Bible  enjoins. 

Many  affect  to  (ear,  lest  democracy  should  in  some  way  or  other,  suffer  in  iho  great  anti-slav- 
ery struggle.  This  is  a  fearful  apprehension  to  thoso,  who  care  more  for  their  'democracy,' 
than  forTustice,  truth  and  righteousness.  If  indeed  these  alarmists  mean,  that  kind  ai  'democ- 
racy' falsely  so  called,  that  tolerates  and  supports  slavery,  and  seeks  to  peri)etuate  the  highest 
kind  of  opp'ression,  by  preventing  its  abolition  ;  and  to  prohibit  a  large  portion  of  the  native  A- 
meri'-ans,  i"rom-participaling  in  the  enjoyment,  of  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  equal  rights,  it 
must  and' ought  to  suffer  :  and  tho  more  it  suffers  the  better  ;  for  it  is  the  worst  kind  of  despo- 
»ism  that  ever  existed.  T.'he  'democracy' of  store??/,  is  the  despotism  of  thousands  of  tyrants 
instead  of  one.  But  if  it  be  meant  that  genuine  democracy,  whose  principle  tenet  is  'equal 
rights  to  all  mankind,'  then  I  say,  it  is  identical  w^ith  abolition  ;  and  abolitionists  are  the  only 
Pennine  democrats  existing.  The  alarmists  may  therefore  dismiss  their  fears ,  for  genuine  de- 
mocracy, being  identical  in  principle  with  immediate  abolition,  can  never  suffer  from  its  ope- 
ration. '  Nothing  will  spread  the  influence  oi" genuine  democracy  as  rapidly  and  extensively,  as 
tho  practice  of  abolition  righteousness.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  slavery  being  tho 
moral  and  political  antagonist,  of  genuine  democracy  and  republicanism,  its  utter  overthrow  la 
absolutely  necessary,  to  the  secure  and  permanent  establisiiment  of  the  latter  in  this  country. 

I  do  not  know  of  a  more  disgusting  subject,  than  the  protended  'democracy'  and  'morality'  of 
slayeholders  :  of  men  with  liberty  forever  on  their  tongues,  and  alavery  in  their  hearts  and  prac- 
tice It  ie  as  proper  to  talk  oftho  democracy  and  morality  of  thieves  and  robbers.  Men  who 
piaiseliberty  but  practice  and  defend  slavery,  are  mere  hypocrites;  not  democrats.  Yet  how 
common  has  this  pretence  been  in  this  country.  The  lullaby  has  been  sung  for  more  than  half 
a  century.  But  there  would  be  every  way  as  much  propriety,  in  proclaiming  the  democracy 
and  morality  Qf  murderers,  pirates,  assassins,  robbers,  counterfeiters,  forgers  and^other  crirm- 
nals  Men  ou'-ht  never  to  be  called  or  considered  as  democrats,  unless  tiiey  act  as  such.  Iho 
'democracy'  of  slaveholding,  is  probably  the  most  despotic  and  cruel  aristocracy  in  the  world. 
It  has  all  the  cruelly  and  other  vices,  and  hardly  any  of  the  virtues,  not  even  tho  wisdom,  of 
other  aristocracies.  It  oppresses  and  degrades  both  the  black  and  white  races,  to  the  lowest 
dciireo  to  pamper  its  own  worthless  and  useless  prido,  vanity,  luxury,  caprice  and  cruBity.-- 
A«d  Ai'  u  lU  'morality,'  us  I  have  already  remarkt-d,  we  ought  aa  soon  to  expect  good  mor«J-*f 
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from  a  bawily  liousa  or  a  camp,  as  irom  a  ahive  plantation.  Tliey  are  equally  ihe  hot  beds  of 
vice  and  vilJany  of  e\ory  description.  Tlie  prelendeil  piety  of  slaveholders  is  exactly  described 
HI  Matt,  vii  15—20,  xxiii  3—5,  23—28,  Acts  xxiii  3.  ^ 

The  best  general  answer  to  all  pretences  raised  against  abolition  is,  that  the  Bible  does  noi 
fe£if/t  the  doctrine,  of  worldly  expediency  in  the  abolition  of  sin.  This  ought  lo  be  a  eulHcient 
answer  to  all,  who  believe  that  Book  to  be  the  Word  of  God.  It  abundantly  teaches  that  full 
and  immediate  justice,  is  in  all  cases  the  liighest  elipediency.  The  uniform  command  is,  to 
oease  sinning  instantly,  without  any  regard  to  imaginary  evil  consequences.  The  doctrine  of 
such  expediency  was  never  taught  by  ar)y  other  persons,  than  those  who  regarded  more  the 
supposed  interests  of  men,  than  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God.  The  reason  of  the  peremp- 
tory character  of  the  Divine  commands,  was  doubless  because  it  is  impossible,  for  any  evil 
consequences  to  flow  from  obedience  to  them;  so  inseparably  has  the  Almighty  united  our  Du- 
ty and  Interest  together.  Ail  past  huijyn  experience  attested  by  authentic  history,  proves  the 
-■.ruth  of  this  great  doctrine. 

I  have.no  doubt  but  a  good  many  ignorant  people,  who  have  never  critically  examined  this 
subject,  and  understood  its  real  merits,  have  entertained  honest  fears  of  abolition.  Bnt  this  I 
have  constantly  observed,  that  the  greatest  pretended  alarmists  are  such  as  arc  never  alarmed, 
for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  slaves.  They  are  in  general,  people  who  have  never  mani- 
fested the  slightest  sympathy  for  the  oppressed.  Though  they  have  known  the  poor  slaves  to 
be  constantly  exposed,  to  the  greatest  dangers  and  sufferings,  yet  for  them  their  sensibilities 
have  never  bee^  excited.  But  the  moment  they  apprehended  the  interests  of  the  slaveholders 
to  be  in  'jeoj)ardy'  they  felt  or  pretended  to  fear,  a  strong  degree  of  sympathy  and  alarm  for 
them.  And  it  is  clear,  that  this  sympathy  has  arisen,  from  a  fear  of  the  abolition  of  sin,  and 
the  triumph  of  justice  and  righteousness.  I  have  no  fellowship  with  such  sympathy.  Nor  have 
I  any  charity  for  the  pretended  patriotism  of  those,  who  sympathyse  with  tyrants  only. 

And  it  is  also  equally  remarkable,  that  this  kind  of  sympathysers  never  see  any  danger,  in 
continued  slavery.  They  always  feel  tasy  and  secure  on  this  point.  But  it  is  a  manifest  truth 
which  many  of  them  must  know,  that  slavery  is  fraught  with  dangers  of  every  description. — 
-Not  only  is  it  highly  dangerous  to  the  morals,  the  piety,  the  w-ealth  and  liberties  of  a  country, 
but  to  its  strength  and  integrity.  Slavery  cripples  every  nation  that  tolerates  it,  and  weakens 
its  power  of  resistance  against  invasion.  For  this  reason  it  proved  the  ruin,  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire and  many  other  countries.  It  has  often  appeared  wonderful  to  me,  that  this  danger  was 
not  better  understood  in  this  country.  Never  was  there  a  truer  maxim,  than  that  'a  house  di- 
vided against  itself  cannot  stand' ;  as  all  history  testifies.  Now  that  Great  Britain  has  abolish- 
ed her  own  slavery,  ours  ie  to  us  the  more  dSngerous.  And  for-  military  reasons,  which  all 
who  have  any  correct  knowledge  of  the  military  art  can  appreciate,  should  another  war  break 
out  between  this  country  and  Great'Britain,  or  any  other  nation  equally  powerful,  the  result 
can  hardly  fail  to  be  disastrous  to  us.  The  best  military  policy  calls  loudly,  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  Great  and  imminent  also  is  tlie  danger  of  slavery,  to  our  remain- 
ing liberties  ;  as  the  political  aspect  of  ihe  present  crisis  demonstrates.  Freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  are  the  fundamental  supports  of  all  other  rights.  Suppress  these,  and  our  liberties 
are  gone  forever.  On  the  subjects  of  slavery  and  abolition,  they  are  now  suppressed  in  the 
slave  states  ;  and  we  may  judge  of  the  danger  to  which  they  are  exposed  in  the  free  states,  from 
the  unceasing  efforts  made  to  destroy  them  there  ;  with  so  mucfi  apathy  and  little  opposition  lo 
those  efforts,  from  a  corrupted  slavish  public  sentiment.  The  crisis  has  now  arrived  in  whicli 
a  is  clear,  that  all  the  people  of  this  country  must  be  freemen,  or  else  all  slaves.  The  spirit  of 
slavery  will  permit  no  medium  or  compromise.  The  preservation  of  northern  liberty  therefore, 
demands  the  total  extinction  of  southern  slavery. 

And  supposing  there  were  Bcme  real  dauger  in  abolition  ;  what  I  ask  is  the  amount  of  thi.s 
danger,  in  comparison  of  that  of  continued  slavery  ?  Such  continuance  will  not  only  destroy 
new  and  increasing  generations  of  black  victims,  but  white  ones  also.  The  present  horrid  out- 
rages or.  the  rights  of  freemen  in  this  country,  forewarn  us  of  this  inevitable  result.  The  threat- 
enings  of  God  forewarn  us  of  the  same  catastrophe.  Colour  is  no  barrier  to  slavery;  as  Euro- 
pean experience  proves.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  any  barrier  to  en)ancipation.  Slavery  never  re- 
mains stationary,  any  more  than  other  national  vices.  If  long  persevered  in,  it  enslaves  the 
whole  laboring  population. 

And  the  longer  abolition  is  delayed,  the  greater  will  be  the  difficulties  and  dangers  alteiidiog 
its  accomplishment,  on  account  of  the  increased  numbers  of  masters  and  slaves,  and  of  the  ser- 
vile habits  of  the  free  states.  These  difficulties  are  less  now  than  they  will  be  at  any  time  here- 
after; and  this  fact  should  stimulate  every  lover  of  righteou.sness  and  his  country,  to  persevere 
in  his  exertions,  until  the  mighty  work  is  accomplished.  That  the  dangers  of  slavery  are  very 
great  and  are  rapidly  increasing,  is  admitted  by  all.  All  are  agreed  on  this  point.  But  Jiow 
easy  is  the  remedy  for  them  1  Simple  voluntary  abolition,  with  scarcely  any  perceptible  trou- 
ble, expence  or  danger  attending  it,  and  with  every  good  effect  in  certain  pro.spect,  both  to  the 
slaves  and  masters  and  to  the  whole  country,  is  all  that  is  necessary  !     Let  us  all  hasten  to  ef- 


feet  it  tliarij   in  tlie  shortest  period  possible,  'working  for  tliat  piirposo  whilo  tlio  day  iast.-i,'  vr'nh 
the  Tullttst  confidoiico  in  tlie  promises  of  God,  that  it  will  work  every  blessing  and  no  evil. 
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It  has  been  gravely  argued  or  ralherprotended,  tliat  wero  the  slaves  to  bo  restored  to  their 
rights,  they  would  be  liable  to  abuse  them  in  various  w.iys  ;  just  as  if  the  apprehended  miscon 
duct  of  others,  %vill  justify  us  in  depriving  them  ofal!  tiieir  riglite.  This  is  the  spirit  of  the  old 
federal  objection  to  universal  suffrage,  and  the  extension  t)f  ecpiul  rights  to  all.  And  the  same 
pretence  is  now  urged  in  Europe,  against  universal  suffrage,  and  what  aie  called  popular  rights. 
How  often  was  it  formerly  asserted  in  the  northern  stales,  as  it  is  by  the  slaveholders  now,  that 
universal  suffrage  would  ruin  the  country  if  tolerated,  because,  poor  men  destitute  of  property 
would  abuse  the  privilege.  But  the  absurdity  of  this  phantom  has  been  demonstrated,  as  often 
s,s  the  right  of  suffrage  has  been  extended.  The  same  objection  is  raised  by  aristocrats  all  over 
the  world,  against  the  extension  of  equal  rights.  And  yet  of  ail  men  aristocrats  are  the  most 
liable  and  ready,  to  abuse  rights  ofevery  description.  They  are  more  wealthy,  learned,  skill- 
ful, powerful  and  unprincipled  than  the  rest  of  mankind ;  and  they  abuse  all  their  rights  pro- 
portionally. Slaveholders  foim  the  worst  aristocracy  in  the  world  ;  and  from  them  wo  have 
nothing  to  e.xpect,  but  constant  abuses  of  rights.  But  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  intentional 
abuses  of  rights,  from  people  like  our  slave.«  ;  who  least  of  all  men  are  able  and  willing  to  abuse 
iliern  Corrupted  as  they  are  by  the  vices  and  tyranny  of  the  whites,  they  are  comparatively 
honest,  when  contrasted  with  their  masters,  overseers  and  other  white  neighbors.  They  sel- 
dom commit  crimes  except  from  necessity  ,-  while  their  masters  are  in  the  habit  of  committing 
tliem,  from  wantonness,  caprice,  avarice,  malice  and  revenge.  From  whom  then  ought  we 
most  to  apprehend- abuses  of  righls  ;  from  the  slaveholders  who  have  been  educated  in  such  a- 
bnses ;  or  iiom  the  poor  slaves  who  have  never  had  any  rights  to  abuse?  If  any  body  ought  to 
be  enslaved  on  aceount  of  liability  to  abuse  rights,  it  is  certainfy  the  slaveholders;  who  of  all 
men  are  the  most  liable  to  such  abuse;  as  their  infringements  and  perversions  of  the  British 
West  India  apprenticeship  act,  and  their  habitual  enormities  under  the  cloak  of  law  and  custom 
prove.  And  least  of  all  men,  ought  we  to  fear  dangerous  abuses  from  poor  slaves,  who  have 
always  been  obliged  to  make  the  most  prudent  and  innocent  use,  of  their  few  poor  privileges, 
if  any  they  have  had  that  deserve  to  be  called  such.  The  danger  of  abuse  of  rights  to  any  dan- 
gerous extent,   from  former  slaves  in  a  state  of  freedom,  is  a  mexe  bug  bear. 

It  is  o.'l.en  s^sid,  that  the  coloured  people  must  be  made,  to  keep  'their  proper  places'  in  so- 
ciety ;  and  that  if  they  are  allowed  equal  rights,  they  will  become  insolent,  ungovernable  and 
abusive;  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  these  people  must  ba  enslaved,  so  as  to  occupy  the  sta- 
tion in  society,  assigned  them  by  slaveholders  anM  others;  and  not  the  station  which  God  and 
nature  have  assigned  them;  that  is,  an  equality  with  the  whites  in  abilities  and  rights.  Every 
person's  'proper  place'  in  society,  is  what  the  just  and  equal  laws  of  God,  not  the  unjust  and 
unequal  laws  of  men,  have  assigned  him.  God  has  created  no  aristocratic  or  slavish  dislincv- 
ttons  in  society.  They  are  all  artificial  wicked  inventions  of  men.  Kings  were  granted  to  mefw' 
as  a  punishment  and  curse  to  them  ;  (vide  I  Sam.  viii  5 — 22) ;  and  they  have  generally  proved 
themselves  to  be  such.  The  truth  is,  equal  tights  are  natural  to  mankind,  as  the  equality  of 
their  natural  abilities  and  wants  proves ;  and  the  inequalities  made  in  the  distribution  of  those 
rightr),  are  preserved  by  unnatural  and  criminal  means;  which  cause  all  the  pretended  'inso- 
lence' apprehended  or  complained  of.  It  is  the  abuses  of  rights  offered  to,  not  from  the  colour- 
ed people,  that  provoke  all  the  resistance  and  cause  all  the  disturbance  with  them.  The  same 
kind  of  disturbance  is  apprehended  by  the  aristocrats  of  Europe,  as  what  is  likely  to  annoy  them 
sorely;  and  deeply  do  they  regret  the  progress  of  their  subjepts  in  that  knowledge,  which  pro- 
duces tho  necessity  of  their  submission  to  so  many  'reforms,^  alias  innovations  on  tlieir  stand- 
ing abuses  of  rights.  The  outcry  of  their  brethren  on  this  side  the  water  arises  from  the  samo 
cause.  It  is  the  loss  of  their  unjust  power  to  abuse  the  rights  of  coloured  people  they  fear. — ■ 
They  dread  the  restraints  that  equal  rights  will  impose  on  their  aristocratic  insolence,  oaprice 
and  pride.  They  dread  the  loss  of  the  unjust  and  criminal  'gains  of  oppression.'  And  this  ia 
all  thay  fear.  For  the  total  loss  of  justice,  virtue  and  happiness  produced  by  slavery,  they  have 
no  fears  nor  regrets  at  all ! 

But  if  coloured  people  arc  so  very  inferior  as  is  pretended,  what  reason  have  the  whites  to 
fear  their  abuses  of  rights  ?  Nobody  ever  fears  that  very  weak  simple  people,  will  over  abuse 
rights  to  any  dangeTOUs  extent.  History  informs  us,  that  we  never  need  fear  great  abuses  from 
t.'tcin  ;  wliatever  wo  may  from  others.  Nor  do  men  ever  fear  such  abuses  from  brvies.  These 
two  pretences  are  irreconcilable;  of  course,  one  or  tho  other  must  be  false.  The  dilemma  they 
present  is  this.  If  the  coloured  people  have  equal  abilities,  Divine  justice  demanda  for  them 
•jqual  rights  ;  if  they  have  not,  there;  i.<;  no  danger  of  iheif  almsing  those  rights  to  any  dangerou- 
=-xlent,   'n'eii  ifthey  do  have  them. 


But  it  will  na.tiir-illy  ^o  asked  ;   do  aut  uU  tttuii  more  or  less  al;u3e  rightH  ?     Tiie    3n8*\'cr    is, 
ttiey  certiinly  do,  as  universal  experience  proves.     Not  a  person  living  can  honeally   plead    not 
guilty.     The  Scriptures  decltire  us  to  ba  as  'prone  to  sin  aa  the  sparks    that   fly  upwards'  ;   and 
we  all  know  by  bitter  experience,   that  this  doctrine  is  Btrictly  true.     The  Laws  oC  Nature    and 
Revelation  alike  proclaim  the  humiliating  fact.     According  to  the  spirit  of  the    objection   then, 
all  mankind  ought  to  be  enslaved  and  wholly  deprived  of  all  rightp,   for    fear   they    may    abuse 
them.     But  in  such  case,   where  will  they  find  masters  !     The  objection    tlius   appears    a   con- 
temptible absurdity ;   and  is  in  reality  a  most   contemptible    objection.     The    truth    is,   no   maa 
ought  to  be  calledto  account  in  this  world,   for  Ihe  abuse  of  lights,  unless    he   thereby    injures 
the  rights  of  others  ;  or  in  other  words,  except  for  crimes  and  civil  injuries.     And  for  the  redress 
or  prevention  of  these,  the  same  just  and  equal  laws  are  as  sutlicient  to  restrain  one  man  as  an- 
otiier  ;  the  colored  man  as  the  white;  and  all  men  alike.     Such  laws  are  made  for  this  purpose 
and  this  only.     Nor  is   any  thing  more  necessary  for  the  protection  of  rights,  or  the  prevention 
of  their  abuse,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  society,  than  the  operation  of  such  laws.     It  is  the  equal 
rights  tiicmselves  the  alarmists  fear;  and  not  tlicir  abuse. 

It  is  frequently  said  with  some  plan  ibility,    by  the  advocates  of  gradual  abolition,    that  tho 
slaves  are  too  ignorant  to  make  a  proper  use  of  equal  rights,  were  they  to  possess  them.     This  is 
a  great  mistake.     The  instinctive  knowledge,    as  well  as  the  possession  of  their  natural  rights, 
is  created  in  all  men  by  their  I'llaker;    so  that  they  instinctively  know  when  they  violate  or  a- 
huse  them,  and  when  ihcy  are  violated  or  abused  by  others.      Education  is  not  necessary  to  en- 
able mankind,  to  understand  the  nature  of  Rights  and  their  Abuses;  however  much  it  may  qua- 
lify ihem  to  vindicate  the  one  or  reform  the  other.     The  most  ignorant  of  mankind,  such  as  hea- 
thens, or  savages,  instinctively  know  them  both.     A  man  who  cannot  read  or  write,* will  as  cer- 
tainly know  when  iiis  natural  rights  are  violated,  as  a  Grotius  or  PufTendorf,   or  any  other  great 
master  of  law;  and  tliough  he  cannot  make  the  technical  distinctions  as  well,  he  will  as  quick- 
ly resent  such  violations  us  others.     It  is  a  fixed  rule  of  the  Law  of  Nature  that  mankind  should 
thus  clearly  understand  their  own  rights  and  wrongs;    which  proves  the  natural   existence,    in- 
heritance and  inalienability  of  the  former.       And,    like  that  of  Revelation,    it  thus  demands  the 
immediate  restoration  of  their  rights  to  slaves;  teaching  in  the  same  manner,  the  capacity  of  all 
men  to  understand  rights  and  wrongs;   and  thereby  proi;laiming  their  moral  accountability. — 
Reason  was  given  to  men  to  understand  right  and  wrong;  and  Scripture  and  nature  both  prove 
this  capacity.     Every  person  however  ignorant  \,e  may  be  in  other  respects,  instinctively  knows 
wlien  he  wrongs  his  neighbor;  and  feels  guilty  accordingly.     This   is  so  well  understood,    that 
many,  perhaps  the  majority,  contend,  that  'conscience  is  an  innate  principle.'    This  is  the  reason 
whv  the  Scriptures  hold  all  men  however  ignorant,  under  condemnation  lor  sin.     The  Common 
Law  also  recognizes  the  princijde,   when  it  holds  all   persons  within  its  jurisdiction,    liable  for 
the  breach  of  its  rules;   agreeably  to  the  maxim,   'ignorance  of  the  law  excuseth  nobody.'      Na- 
ture has  thus  prepared  men  for  the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  which  Cod  demands  for  them. 

This  instinctive  knowledge  is  the  reason,  why  there  has  been  so  much  contention  between 
civilized  people  and  savages  ;  the  latter  having  generally  been  the  injured  party.  Though  tho 
savages  have  had  no  literature  or  learning,  yet  tiiey  have  readily  felt  the  numerous  infringements 
of  their  natural  rights,  by  their  unprincipled  visitors;  and  have  resented  them  with  the  only 
means  tliey  had,  open  force  and  violence.  It  is  also  the  reason  why  slavery  is  so  very  danger- 
ous ;  and  why  though  every  man  is  prepared  for  instant  liberty,  he  never  is  nor  can  be  'prepa- 
red' for  slavery.  Every  slave  knows  perfectly  well,  that  his  natural  rights  are  ^vrongfully  vio- 
lated and  outraged,  and  waits  for  nothing  but  a  favorable  opportunity  to  a?seit  them  by  force. — 
Of  this  slaveholders  are  perfectly  aware,  and  arepreparcd  accordingly.  And  though  whole  ge- 
nerations of  slaves  pine  and  die  in  despair  of  justice,  yet  the  nature  and  reason  of  their  success- 
ors is  not  altered,  and  the  same  danger  still  increasing  yet  continues  ;  so  that  in  the  end  freedom 
must  come  ;  and  either  with  or  without  retribution,  according  as  abolition  i?  forced  or  voJuntaiy. 
Emancipation  may  be  delayed  by  v.'ioked  means,  hut  they  can  never  prevent  its  final  accomplish- 
ment. God  having  prepared  men  for  liberty,  has  also  prepared  the  means  for  its  attainment; 
which  will  finally  triumph  over  all  obstacles.  ^ 

As  to  the  possession  and  use  of  the  republican  rights  so  called,  (such  as  suffrage,  offices,  &c.) 
by  colored  people,  no  reason  can  be  rendered  against  it,  but  wliat  an  honest  person  will  be  a- 
ehamed  of.  If  their  ignorance  be  objected  to,  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  our  slaves  are  as  well  qua- 
lified to  make  a  proper  use  of  them,  as  a  large  portion  of  their  while  countrymen;  and  they  are 
less  likely  intentionally  to  abuse  them,  than  any  other  portion  of  the  community.  It  is  no  more 
justly  objectionable,  to  extend  tiiese  rights  to  Ikcin,  tlian  to  poor  illiterate  whiles.  The  objection 
was  never  valid  any  where,  except  in  the  mouths  of  aristocrats ;  whose  interest  and  inclination 
never  has  been,  to  monopolize  all  political  power,  in  order  to  oppress  the  multitude,  for  tho 
»ake  of  enricliiiig  .and  aggrandizing  themselves.  All  men  have  sufficient  natural  sense  and  un- 
derstanding, to  compreliend  the  most  useful  political  measures;  and  the  poorer  they  are,  lb" 
more  likely  are  they  to  adopt  honest  measures.  If  any  body  of  men  ouglil  to  be  deprived  of  po- 
litical power,  it  i«  the  rif'h  and  not  the  poor ;  f.'r  the  former  arc  poweiful  enough  without  politi 
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cal  influence,  and  are  a  groat  Jeal  more  likely  to  abuiie  power  tlinn  ntliers.  It  is  not,  Iioweve!-, 
the  deprivation  of  liie  repnblicim,  but  the  absubtle  riglit-^  of  the  sIhvcf,  that  is  so  much  oomplain- 
fcd  of  namely,  tlieir  Security,  Libeitv  and  Projierty.  The  republican  ngiita  being  as  was  oh- 
served  in  the  First  Lecture,  necessary  (or  the  protection  of  iliese,  aro  therefore  the  rights  of  co- 
loured as  weil  as  otiier  people;  but  if  the  absolute  riglits  be  restored  to  those  people,  their  condi- 
tion will  be  tolerable  compared  with  what  it  now  is,  without  the  possession  of  all  the  minor 
ifighta. 

I  will  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  objection,  by  observ'.np,  that  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to 
have  heard  it  raised,  by  any  person  who  seemed  to  fear,  that  slaveholders  would  ever  abuse 
rights,  or  use  them  improperly.  I  have  also  heard  those  talk  about  the  insolence  of  coloured 
people,  who  are  always  silent  about  the  habitual  insolence,  cruelty,  and  other  vicious  and  dan- 
gerous habits  of  slaveholder?.  I  have  no  charily  for  the  honesty  or  republicanism  of  those, 
who  'strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  canicl'  in  this  way. 

6th  Obj.' — Pauperisiu  and  Vagrancy. 

1  never  yet  heard  this  objection  raised,  by  any  body  that  manifi.-s!cd  the  least  sympathy  or 
pity,  for  the  actual  pauperism,  degradation,  liardships,  miseries  and  sufierings  of  the  poor 
slaves  in  their  present  hopeless  condition  ;  nor  for  what  they  might  suRer  under  any  circum- 
stances, until  lhe\r  liberty  and  rights  were  talked  of!  The  miserable  condiliou  of  the  slaves 
in  a  state  of  bondage,  never  made  any  impression  on  their  humane  feelings.  But  all  at  once, 
as  soon  as  abolition  began  to  be  seriously  discussed,  (heir  sensitive  feelings  were  roused  ; 
their  'milk  of  human  kindness'  began  to  overflow  ;  and  they  became  suddenly  impressed  with 
fears,  that  tho  poor  slaves  would  come  to  roant  and  poverly  !  Such  disgusting  hypocrisy  is 
only  fitted  to  inspire  honest  minds,  with  sentiments  of  delesiaiion  and  contempt  of  the  object- 
ors. 

To  talk  of  the  apprehended  want  and  poverly  of  slaves  indeed!  As  if  the  poor  creatures 
could  be  reduced  to  more  poverty,  want  and  misery,  in  a  state  of  freedom,  than  they  already 
cxpcrienco  in  a  state  of  slavery.  Yet  disgusting  as  this  pretence  is  and  stale  as  it  has  be- 
come, and  contradicted  as  it  has  been  by  every  case  of  emanciiiation.  there  are  jet  some  few 
ignorant  or  wicked  enough,  occasionally  to  bringjt  forward.  Let  us  therefore  examine  its 
merits,    or  rather  demerits. 

A  great  lamentation  has  been  raised  upon  the  strength  of  the  pretence,  that  the  slaves  if  e- 
mancipated  cannot  support  themselves.  "When  perhaps  some  of  ihe  newspapers  employed  to 
circulate  the  alarm,  contain  advertisements  of  'lots  of  slaves,'  to  be  sold  at  auction  or  other- 
wisP,  and  describing  the  victims  as  'likely,'  'healthy,'  'strong,  active  and  smart,'  'very  ingeni^ 
ous,  capable,  honest,  intelligent,'  ^c,  'first  rate  field  hands,  cook?,  houst'  sprvants,  coachmen, 
mechanics^  such  as  tailors,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  masons,  &c.  gardeners,  engineers,^  &c.  ; 
and  frequently  as  'moral,'  'sober,'  'steady,'  and  even  'pious  and  religious'  persons.  Whoever 
before  heard  of  the  'inability*  of  persons  of  this  description,  to  'support  themselves'  in  a  state 
of  freedom  and  equal  rights  ;  especially  in  a  country  like  this,  where  'lirst  rate,'  healthy,  like- 
ly, skilful,  intelligent,  honest  and  religious,  labourers  are  so  scarce,  as  to  command  high  wa- 
ges in  comparison  of  those  of  other  countries?  The  high  prices  of  slaves  also  proves,  that 
their  wages  must  be  high  after  emancipation.  And  this  too  notwithstanding  it  is  generally 
estimated,  that  the  labor  of  one  freeman  is  worth  at  least  that  of  two  slaves  to  the  employer. 
As  they  are,  tiio  slaves  (io  support  both  themselves  and  their  masters,  and  in  soma  cases  yield 
great  profits  to  their  owners.  In  a  state  of  freedom  they  will  easily  do  the  same  ;  to  the  great 
advantage  of  both  parlies.  The  senseless  cry  of  'what  shall  we  do  with  them  ?'  is  also  rais- 
ed, when  the  slaveholders  cannot  do  without  them,  bond  or  free,  a  day.  Their  steady  employ- 
ment in  either  condition,  is  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity,  both  to  them  and  the  whites.  Bolli 
will  come  to  want  and  starvation  unless  they  arc  thus  employed.  The  absurdity  of  the  ob- 
jection renders  it  harmless. 

The  truth  is,  if  we  judge  from  e.xperience  and  analogy,  our  slaves  introduced  to  a  state  of 
t'reedom  would  of  all  iT5an!<ind,  be  the  least  iikciy  to  come  to  great  want  and  poverty,   on  ac- 
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eoual  oi  llie-r  invcCcnUs  habits.  They  cannot  be  'woraC  ufi"'  ihaii  they  now  are;  so  ihal  if 
their  condition  alters  at  all,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  becomo  better.  Their  invelercte  and  forced  ha- 
bits are  those  of  the  greatest  industry,  temperance  and  frugality  ;  or  rather  of  drudgery,  ab- 
stinence and  parsimony  ;  and  we  well  know,  that  people  possessing  these  habits,  are  least  of 
all  liable  to  come  to  abject  and  squalid  want,  unless  forced  to  it  by  oppression.  If  others 
come  to  want  they  do  not.  Of  all  people,  we  know  they  are  the  most  apt  to  accumniate 
property  and  improre  their  condition  ;  and  the  history  of  every  case  of  emancipation,  proves 
the  truth  of  the  doctrine.  Emancipated  coloured  slaves  have  uniionnly  improved  their  condi- 
tion, in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  freedom  they  have  enjoyed,  as  much  as  any  white  people 
have-  a  fact,  that  proves  freedom  to  be  necessary  and  good  for  all  ;  it  having  uniformly  im- 
Droved  the  condition  of  mankind.  There  is  not  one  slave  in  a  thousand  but  who  is  better  a- 
ble  to  fet  a  good  living  and  be  useful  in  a  state  of  freedom,  than  the  average  of  white  labor- 
ers. Still  more  ;  there  is  not  one  in  a  thousand,  but  who  can  gel  a  belter  living  for  himself 
without  property,  than  the  majority  of  the  whites  can  for  themselves  with  it.  This  will  at 
first  view  appear  wonderful  ;  but  a  little  reflection  will  soon  satisfy  every  one  of  its  trutli.  Ail 
the  habits  of  the  slaves  give  them  this  superior  ability.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  oppress- 
ed degradt-d  and  abused,  as  the  free  coloured  people  falsely  so  called  have  bean,  there  has  al- 
ways been  le-^s  pauperism  among  them  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  than  among  the  white 
population.  It  has  been  a  rare  thing  to  hear  of  a  colored  pauper.  They  have  done  as  well  for 
themselves  as  could  be  e.xpected  of  any  people,  placed  under  like  discouraging  circumstances. 
So  far  as  experience  teaches,  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to  apprehend  pauperism,  among 
our  colored  population,  in  a  state  of  republican  freedoni.  It  is  an  evil  the  least  to  bo  dreaded 
of  any. 

As  to  want  of  employment  in  such  a  condition,  it  is  to  those  who  view  things  in  the  Ir^ht  of 
experience  and  sober  reason,  a  I'alse  pretence  on  the  face  of  it.  For  so  necessary  is  the  stea- 
dy cmplovment  of  tlie  colored  people  at  the  south,  in  their  present  condition,  that  the  prices 
gf  slaves  are  hiwh,  and  their  employment  is  so  profitable  to  their  owners,  that  considerable 
numbers  are  killed  off  annually,  by  e.xcessive  hard  labor  and  want  of  food.  After  emancipa 
tion  also  as  well  as  before,  colored  labor  will  meet  with  no  competition  at  the  south  ;  while  la- 
borers not  being  able. to  rndure  the  hot  climate  of  those  regions.  After  emancipation,  there 
will  be  the  same  need  ol' colored  laborers,  and  even  a  greater  want  of  them,  than  before.  For 
as  free  labor  is  cheaper  to  the  employer  than  slave  labor,  as  all  economical  writers  agree,  the 
profits  of  Boulhern  agriculture  will  be  increased,  and  the  stimulus  of  fair  wages  will  insure  a 
greater  amount  of  labor,  than  that  of  the  whip.  Such  has  at  least  hitherto  been  the  uniform 
result  of  emancipation.  In  Antigua  the  slaves  were  all  freed  at  once,  and  put  on  a  level  with 
their  masters,  in  one  day.  In  less  than  a  week  they  were  all  employed  at  fail  wages.  Not 
the  slinhtest  disturbance  or  convulsion,  or  scarce  any  inconvenience  followed.  And  the  gene- 
ral orosperity  of  the  island  has  in  all  respects,  been  fat  greater  than  it  was  before. 

Impoverishment  of.  the  slaveholders  is  also  ariother  objection,  raised  by  persons  who  never 
carad  a  straw  for  the  poverty  and  misery  of  slaves.  Sympathy  for  tyrants  is  a  crime,  and  as 
sucb  ou^ht  to  be  detested.  And  were  the  objection  as  true  as  it  is  false,  we  ought  nevorthe- 
iess  to  urge  the  justice  and  liohteout^ness  of  immediate  emancipation,  without  regard  to  ap- 
prehended losses,  of  unjust  tyrannical  gaii)s.  Tyranny  is  a  worse  crime  than  treason  ;  and 
lho.=e  who  sympathise  with  tyrants,  are  worse  than  those  who  pity  traitors.  'Treason  against 
lyrante,'  said  a  great  man,  (Patrick  Henry,  a  slaveholder,)  'is  oSicdience  to  God.'  And  he 
might  have  properly  added,  .so  is  all  manner  of  righteous  opposilion  to  their  tyranny. 

But  it  is  not  trns,  that  the  practice  of  righteousness  is  unprofitable  and  ruinous.  There  is 
li.irdiy  a  slaveholder  in  existence,  who  is  also  a  landholder,  (and  most  slaveholders  are  land- 
holders,) but  who  will  increase  his  property  and  income  by  abohtion.  And  abolition  is  the 
best  possible  policy  for  all  slaveholders,  who  desire  to  accumulate  the  greatest  possible  quanti- 
ty of  properly.  They  cannot  increase  their  properly  so  fast  or  M)  much,  by  any  other 
means.  By  abolition  they  will  to  1>8  sure,  lose  their  property  in  human  bodies  and  souls  ;  but 
Mi-^v  will  gain  a  much  grciiler  amount  in  value  otherwise.      They  will  gain  it  in  the  incte^^se 


«l  jireseiu  profits  ,  thffj  will  gain  il  bv  saving  ttia  io.-^ses  and  expenses  of  slavery  ;  but  above 
till,  they  will  gain  it  in  the  rise  of  the  value  of  their  real  estates,  as  the  certain  result  of  aboh- 
lion.  Judging  from  West  India  experience,  within  ten  years  from  the  time  emancipation 
takes  place  in  this  country,  that  increase  will  be  much  greater,  than  the  value  of  all  the 
slaves  emancipated,  great  as  that  may  be.  They  will  also  gain  that  which  is  of  much  more  ' 
importance  than  wealth,  namely,  exemption  from  the  dangers  with  which  Ihey  are  now  sur- 
rounded, which  though  daily  increasing  they  cannot  avert  ;  and  a  peace  of  eniioh'- 
ened  consciences  ihey  cannot  now  enjoy.  The  increase  of  gain  to  the  slaveholders 
from  abolition,  will  ho  very  great  in  every  way — vide  Ps.  xxxvii  16,  Prov.  xv  16,  1st  Tim,  iv 
S,  vi  6,  Heb.  xiii  5.  [t  is  civil  freedom  that  gives  to  property  its  grcalest»value.  As  a  matter 
of  sound  policy,  therefore,  independently  of  justice,  it  is  every  way  the  dijly  and  interest  of 
slaveholders,  (o  abolisii  slavery.  According  to  recent  autlientic  acconnte,  the  planlers  in  the 
British  West  India  islands  all  now  admit,  that  the  twenty  millions  pounds  bonus  they  receiv- 
ed, id  equivalent  to  a  free  gift ;  such  has  been  the  rise  in  the  value  of  their  real  estatfs,  du- 
ring the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  their  abolition.  A  similar  result  will  foUuvv  emancipa- 
tion here  ;  because  like  causes  always  produce  like  efiects. 

Of  similar  futility  and  falsity,  are  the  pretences  o{  vagrancy,  idUncss  and  crime,  set  up  a- 
gainst  abolition,  by  persons  who  never  had  any  apprehensions  of  the  actual  vagrancy,  idleness 
and  criminalily  of  slaveholders  ;  though  these  are  habitually  idle,  criminal  capricious  and  cru- 
el. They  are  also  accustomed  to  travel,  ride  and  'roam'  about  the  country,  indulging  in  all 
manner  of  dissipation,  extravagance  and  criminal  e.\ccss,  and  riuling  upon  the  'gains  of  op- 
pression.' And  yet  their  apologists  and  admirers  in  the  free  states,  manifest  no  alarm  at  such 
conduct  ;  bnt  express  the  greatest  apprehensions,  lest  the  industrious  and  frugal  slaves,  may 
"ipossibly  contract  habits  of  idleness  and  vagrancy  !  Their  virtuous  fears  are,  not  that  those 
who  are  already  dissipated  should  remain  so,  but  that  those  who  arc  not  rnay  become  so  !  — 
When  and  where  and  by  whom,  was  such  tender  cohcern  for  the  morals  and  welfare  of 
slaves  ever  manifested,  as  to  wish  them  to  remain  in  slavery  to  preserve  both  !  Admirable 
means  indeed  for  such  a  benevolent  object.  Nor  do  these  patriotic  alarmists  manifest  the 
least  anxiety,  at  the  wandering  habits  of  a  great  many  people  at  the  north,  travelling  about 
'loose,'  and  'roaming'  from  place  to  place,  as  suits  their  inclination  and  interest ;  many  of 
whom  are  far  more'ldle,  dishonest  and  depraved,  than  any  of  the  slaves  are.  The  hypocrisy 
of  these  scandalous  alarmists  has  become  so  disgusting,  as  to  defeat  their  object.  TFieir 
prognostications  arc  now  generally  treated  as  idle  tales. 

One  class  of  people  need  special  reproof,  for  (heir  participation  in  these  criminal  pretences. 
A  great  matiy  professing  christians  seem  perfectly  content,  with  the  indefinite  continuance  of 
slavery  ;  through  fears  that  the  negroes  if  freed,  will  come  among  them.  But  what  sort  of  (^~'i 
christians  must  these  bo,  who  are  willing  that  slaves  should  remain  in  interminable  bondage, 
deprived  of  all  rights,  comfort  and  hope,  both  now  and  hereafter,  merely  that  their  own  tastes 
may  not  be  offended  !  What  rational  hope  can  such  persons  have  of  salvation  ?  —  vide  Matt. 
XXV  45,  1st  John  ii  9,  11,  iii  14,  15,  17,  and  many  other  similar  passages.  What  are  we  to 
believe  of  the  religion  or  final  fate  of  those,  who  habitually  neglect  the  plainest  commands  of 
Ecripture,  such  as  those  in  Prov.  xxxi  S,  9,  &c.,  on  such  pretences  as  the  foregoing?  'Will 
God  accept  them  as  excuses  for  euch  neglect  ?  Nay  verily  ;  they  will  only  increase  tlie  con- 
demnation of  those  who  use  them. 

■  Wherever  just  and  equal  laws  prevail,  there  is  no  danger  of  idleness  and  vagrancy.  The 
cause  of  these  evils  in  despotic  countries,  is  not  on  account  of  climate  and  want  of  natural  ad- 
vantages, as  some  ignoranlly  suppose ;  but  wholly  on  account  of  unjust,  oppressive  laws  and 
customs.  Wherever  men's  just  rights  are  carefully  protected  by  law,  they  will  always  he  in- 
dustrious and  virtuous;  and  the  countriesa  governed  by  such  laws  will  be  rich,  prosperous  and 
powerful.  Let  emancipated  slaves  have  the  benefit  and  protection  of  good  laws,  and  their  m- 
dustry  and  good  conduct  will  be  insured.  Nothing  but  good  laws  arc  needed  to  produce  this 
happy  effect,  after  any  case  of  emancipation. 

i>o  also  the  scandalous  charges  of  'nuisances,''  H7icubuse!,  and  'biiglds  on  ow  industry,''  miide 


by  the  Colonizali.jn  Srjcicty  anJ  ulher  corrujiljoriiats,  against  ihe  free  hluckfi  aa  weli  as  th« 
elavea,  »ro  now  generally  treated,  as  reckless  and  conlemplible  falsehoods.  The  falsity  of 
Iheee  base  charges  hag  been  eo  glaring  aa  to  defeat  their  object.  Common  sense:  taught  every 
body,  that  the  real  'nuisances'  in  nay  society,  are  those  who  like  our  slaveholders,  spend 
more  than  they  earn,  by  living  in  an  idle,  luxurious  and  wasteful  manner  ;  and  that  in  truth 
the  slaveholders  and  olher  aristocrats,  are  the  greatest  'nusiances'  'incubuses  and  'blights,'  in 
the  world  ;  and  least  of  «11  such,  are  the  industrious  and  frugal  poor,  whether  enslaved  or  not. 
It  is  not  those  who  earn  or  produce  all,  but  those  who  spend  witliout  producing  any  thing,  thai 
are  the  true  'nusiances.'  What  would  bu  thought  of  the  republicanism  or  JSioral  honesty  of  a 
man,  who  should  deliberately  declare'  that  all  the  neighboring  populaiion,  the  operatives  a.id 
producers  of  the  northern  states,  were  'nuisances'  and  drones?  Or  who  should  call  the  north- 
ern farmers,  mechanics  and  manufactarers,  'incubuses'  and  'blights  on  our  industry  ?'  He 
would  be  of  course'  contemned  nnd  despised  as  a  base  liar.  And  so  i.^justlce  and  truth  ought 
every  one  to  he  despised,  who  applies  the  same  false  and  degrading  epithets,  to  our  industri- 
ous colored  population.  They  have  done  marc  than  any  other  class  of  persons,  to  feed  and 
clothe  and  enrich  the  nation  ;  and  will  continue  to  do  so  bond  or  free.  But  aa  if  it  were  not 
stitTicient  abuse  to  enslave  them,  they  must  be  further  i.isuUed  by  these  ba.se  charges  !  These 
charges  first  promulgated  by  the  Colonization  Society,  were  too  gross  and  ofiensive  for  our  in- 
telligent population  to  swallow  ;  and  they  have  not  therefore  been  lately  repealed  by  thai  So- 
ciety. They  arc  of  no  use  at  the  present  time,  but  to  aerve  the  purposes  of  inferior,  retail 
slanderers.  -^ 

The  same  pretence  of  'inability  to  take  care  of  themselves  in  a  state  of  freedom,'  was  rais- 
ed by  the  British  government  against  the  colonies,  previous  to  the  revolutionary  war.  U 
is  the  standing  pretence  raised  by  alt  aristocrats,  against  popular  government  and  equal  rights. 
That  government  kindly  undertook,  to  legislate  the  Colonies  out  of  their  freedom,  because 
•ihey  did  not  know  how  to  use  it.'  Since  its  independence  however,  the  countiy  has  in  jrener- 
al,  very  easily  governed  ilself.  The  only  serious  internal  political  troubles  it  has  ever  had, 
originated  vviih  its  slavery  ;  and  this  accursed  cause  is  the  only  serious  ^vil,  that  now  disturbs 
its  harmony.  Any  slate  can  easily  govern  itself  well,  if  it  be  free  from  slavery  and  slavish 
laws  and  customs. 

But  to  come  more  closely  to  the  point.  There  is  nothing  in  the  habit."  of  our  slaves,  no  pe- 
culiarity in  the  nature  of  colored  people,  to  warrant  any  jusi  apprehensions  of  llieir  vagrancy, 
idleness  and  criminality,  in  the  enjo-.ment  of  freedom  and  equal  rights.  Negroes  in  their  sav- 
age state  as  in  Africa,  have  stationary  habits,  are  always  whether  civilized  or  not,  strongly  at- 
tached to  the  places  of  their  nativity,  and  are  as  susceptible  of  the  influences  of  civilizalior;, 
03  the  white  race.  They  are  remarkable  for  their  fidelity  and  gratitude  when  well  treated.— 
Those  of  them  who  have  'roamed'  to  the  north,  into  a  climate  uncongenial  to  their  cunstitu- 
lions,  woie  driven  thither  by  the  grievous  oppressioirs  of  the  south  ;  and  were  the  yoke  of  bon- 
daire  to  be  removed  fron;^lhc  southern  negroes,  there  is  more  probability  of  those  at  the  north 
emigrating  to  the  south,' than  of  the  reverse.  Their  labor  will  find  no  competition  iii  the 
south  ;  then  why  should  they  go  to  the  north,  where  they  will  be  sure  to  encounter  it?  It  is 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  «11  reasonable  beings  left  to  their  own  free  agency,  will  'oe  opera- 
led  upon  by  reasonable  motives.  And  when  all  the  reasonable  motives  thai  can  induce  men 
to  promote  their  own  interest,  conspire  to  urge  our  coloured  population  to  the  south,  as  they 
all  will  after  emancipation,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  most  of  those  now  at  the  north,  m  ill 
then  remove  thither.  They  certainly  will  not  lack  for  employment  there.  The  steady  em- 
ployment of  the  coloured  people  at  the  south,  is  not  a  matter  of  choice  ;  but  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity. In  a  state  of  equal  freedom  and  rights,  the  whiles  being  unaccustomed  to  labor,  and 
unable  to  endure  the  heat  of  the  climate,  roust  employ  the  blacks  or  starve.  They  will^ava 
no  choice  of  laborers  ;  for  they  eannot  procure  a  subs.rtute  for  black  labor.  White  hands  can- 
not long  endure  field  labor  in  hot  climates.  Why  then  should  the  blacks  go  to  the  north  to 
compete  with  white  labor  ;  while  by  remaining  at  the  south  they  can  avoid  it?  They  nevtor- 
will  be  simple  enough  in  a  stale  of  freedom  to  do  eo.  The  blacks  will  be  the  best,  and  indeed 
the  only  laborers  tiie  plunlrrs  can  procure  ;   and  ihcy  would  bo  aure  to  give  them  the  prefer 


once,  6ven  if  t'ncv  had  a  choice.  Were  all  the  slaves  to  be  emancipated  in  one  d^y,  they 
■would  be  sure  of  being  hired  iho  next  day,  or  the  next  week  ai  the  farthest;  30  indisponsihlft 
is  their  steady  employment  to  the  white  population.  No  other  laborers  would  even  in  case  ot 
competition,  stand  half  so  good  a  chance  for  employment  and  wages  ;  for  no  others  are  half  as 
skilful.  The  knowledge  and  skill  of  the  slaves  is  confined  within  a  narrow  compass  ;  but  in 
■the  agricultural  pursuits  of  the  south,  it  is  accurately  perfect ;  and  the  more  so,  as  it  is  almost 
the  only  skill  in  the  arts  they  possess.  No  other  laborers  can  at  all  compare  with  them  in  point 
of  skill,  in  this  most  important  department  of  industry.  Ills  a  curious  fact,  that  although  the 
same  alarms  of  'idleness,'  'vagrancy'  &o.,  were  raised  in  the  British  islands,  previous  to  their 
•emancipation,  they  have  since  actually  passed  laws  in  some  of  the  islands,  to  prevent  the 
emigration  of  their  free  black  laborers,  to  other  places  where  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  la- 
bor. They  are  extremely  unwilling,  to  part  with  their  'nuisances,'  'idlers'  and  'blights  on  their 
industry*!  Tlie  negroes  it  appears  wish  to  go  to  Demerara,  not  for  the  purposes  of 'vagrancy,' 
'r.o^iir.ir.g  ah.-iiij,  in  idlsr.asii'  ar.d  csmmisting  crimas,  bsj!  to  gst  tho  high  wages  ofTered  in  that 
fine  country.  But  the  islands  cannot  spare  them,  and  so  they  must  be  kept  at  home.  'Nui- 
sances' indeed,}  when  their  services  are  so  necessary  ihey  cannot  be  spared!  Emancipation 
will  produce  tlie  same  effect  in  this  country.  The  demand  for  free  black  labor  will  be  greater 
than  Ihe  supply  ;  and  many  of  those  same  colonizationists,  who  no\y  pretend  to  be  so  eager 
to  get  rid  of  those  'nuisances,'  the  free  blacks,  will  then  be  as  anxious  to  retain  them  in  tho 
country. 

And  here  I  ought  to  notice  the  blasphemous  pretence,  of  the  necessity  of  legislating  against  free 
coloured  people  in  the  free  states,  as  against  foreigners  and  criminals  ;  and  also  the  law  render- 
ing citizenship  dependant  on  colour!  It  is  said  in  defence  of  this  infamous  legislation,  that  the 
free  blacks  in  the  free  states  are  injurious  to  the  slave  states;  or  as  the  real  meaning  is,  injuriou.-5 
to  the  practice  of  slavery.  And  thus  out  of  comity  and  respect  to  tyrants  and  for  the  jirotection 
of  crime,  innocent  people  must  be  legislated  out  of  their  rights,  and  persecuted  if  possible  out 
of  the  couptry,  by  republican  legislators!  The  competition  of  their  labor  with  that  of  tho  nor- 
thern whites,  is  also  set  up  as  an  apology  for  such  wickedness;  by  men  who  are  well  aware, 
that  the  monopoly  of  slave  labor  impoverishes  the  poor  southern  whites;  and  wlio  must  also 
know,  that  such  legislation  only  tends,  to  perpetuate  slavery  and  its  evil.s.  On  their  own  show- 
ing, this  pretended  'necessity'  for  such  legislation,  is  produced  only  by  slavery  ;  and  the  legisla- 
tion is  only  intended  to  support  the  abomination.  It  is  said  also  by  way  of  excuse  or  apology, 
that  the  free  states  entertain  jusi /cars,  of  the  free  blacks  within  their  borders.  Fears  of  what? 
That  iheir  free  blacks  will  conquer  or  jeopardize,  twenty  or  thirty  times  their  number  of  whites? 
Can  this  be  the  nj^aning  of  these  alleged  fears"?  One  can  hardly  believe  it ;  though  those  who 
raise  the  pretence  are  the  very  persons,  who  charge  the  abolitionists  with  cowardice!  JS"o,  this 
is  not  what  is  meant  by  these  'fears'  of  the  north;  or  rather  that  portion  of  it,  which  forges  and 
legislates  upon  the  pretence.  Their  real  fears  are,  that  the  northern  free  blacks  will  'injure' 
southern  slavery.  And  so  rights  must  be  trampled  on,  and  justice  outraged,  and  God's  provi- 
dence blasphemed,  to  prevent  this  effect.  Native  free  born  Americans  not  even  suspected  of 
crime,  are  deprived  of  citizenship  and  other  rights,  on  account  of  colour  it  is  said;  but  more 
truly  on  account  of  slavery.  The  morality  of  such  legislation  is,  that  because  slaveholders 
abuse  the  colored  people,  therefore  others  ought  to  do  the  same;  they  are  under  the  necessity  ^C 
doing  so! 

It  is  sometimes  pretended,  that  this  kind  of  legislation  is  'necessary,'  en  account  of  the  disaf- 
fection of  the  free  blacks,  towards  their  native  country.  Suppose  this  false  pretence  true;  what 
I  ask  is  it  that  creates  this  disaffection,  but  this  very  legislation?  What  prevents  the  blacks  from 
loving  their  country  as  well  as  others,  but  the  wrongs  the  country  is  constantly  heaping  upon 
them?  And  what  is  so  well  calculated  to  increase  this  alleged  disaffection,  as  the  increase  of 
these  wrongs'?  What  man  can,  nay  what  man  ought,  to  love  a  country,  which  renders  him  and 
his  whole  race  outlaws  without'crime?  Surely  the  colored  people  need  to  be  all  real  christians, 
to  'love'  such  a  country!  The  'republican'  policy  of  the  country  is,  to  render  all  the  coloured 
people  as  disaffected  as  possible,  by  the  severest  oppression,  and  then  because  they  are  disaffec- 
ted, to  oppress  them  if  possible  still  harder  ;  insult  being  thus  added  to  injury  and  crime  made  to 
justify  crime.     This  is  the  morality  of  American  republicanism! 

Jt  has  often  been  falsely  alleged,  that  the  slaves  if  freed,  will  be  'unable  to  support  themselves;' 
ana  will  be  'unable  to  take  care  of  themselves'  in  a  state  of  freedom.  To  rebut  this  calunmious 
pretence,  I  ask,  when  and  where  have  not  the  free  coloured  people  'supported  themselves'? — 
Who  lias  'taken  care  of  and  'supported'  them,  if  they  have  not?  Nay,  ^vho  have  sup- 
ported the  country  if  they  have  not?  Notwithstanding  all  tho  disadvantages,  tmder  which  they 
have  hitherto  lived  raid  labored,  let  those  who  advocate  the  pretence,  point  to  one  case  if  the v 
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ran,  where  any  considerable  number  of  iliem  ever  camo  to  want,  for  lack  of  slulful  industry  on 
their  part.  Do  not  the  15,000  free  negroes  in  Canada  'take  care  of  themselves'?  Who  has  'sup- 
ported' the  free  biack  population  of  St.  Domingo,  South  America  and  the  British  West  Indies? 
Or  if  the  pretence  be  true,  why  colonize  free  blacks  in  Liberia  to  starve  and  perish?  Or  will 
transportation  to  a  barbarous  coast,  increase  their  ability  to  'support  themselves'?  If  free 
negroes  can  'support  themselves'  any  where,  it  is  in  this  country  ;  and  if  they  fail  here,  it  is 
ridiculous  to  send  them  elsewhere  for  that  purpose.  It  may  seem  liice  folly  to  show  the  falsity 
of  so  absurd  a  pretence  ;  but  lot  the  following  facts  prove  it.  Instances  of  pauperism  among 
free  blacks  have  always  been  extremely  rare.  Wherever  thoy  have  had  any  thing  like  a  fair 
chance  for  a  decent  livelihood,  they  have  improved  it  faithfully.  Even  where  they  have  had  no 
such  chance,  (and  they  rarely  ever  had  any)  ;  where  they  have  been  cheated,  defrauded,  swin- 
dled and  otherwise  abused,  as  tliey  usually  have  been,  they  have  generally  preserved  themselves 
from  pauperism  by  honest  means.  Many  slaves  have  purchased  their  own  freedom,  by  savings 
obtained  from  extraordinary  exertions,  over  and  above  their  customary  labor.  Many  free  blacks 
have  purchased  the  freedom  of  their  relatives,  with  the  proceeds  of  tlieir  labor,  besides  'sup- 
porting themselves;'  toiling  years  for  this  pious  purpose.  And  their  has  been  a  smaller  propor- 
tion of  rogues  and  criminals  among  our  free  blacks,  than  could  reascriubiy  hare  been  expected, 
considering  the  uniformly  vicious  and  unprincipled  treatment  they  have  received.  They  are  as 
fond  of  gain  as  other  people;  and  fully  as  willing  as  others  to  labor  honestly  for  it;  as  their 
general  conduct  has  always  testified.  lAnd  if  many  of  the-^ii  have  been  convicted  of  crimes  ; 
■What  ifi  U  but  TOhilo  treatment,  white  example  at-A  white  legislation,  that  have  corrupted  them  ? 
And  is  it  not  ridiculous  to  pretend,  that  people  who  have  shown  such  ability  in  a  state  of  oppres- 
sivo  degradation,  will  in  a  state  of  freedom  and  equal  rights,  be  unable  or  less  able,  to  support 
themselves,  and  bo  as  useful  as  before  ?  The  only  people  that  will  ever  need  'taking  care  of,' 
eitiier  before  or  after  emancipation,  are  the  white  and  not  the  black  people. 

So  of  the  stale  pretence,  that  'negroes  will  not  work  unless  Ihey  are  enslaved.'  And  this  cry 
is  raised  at  a  time  when  it  is  well  known,  that  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  has  for  moro 
than  twenly  years,  been  greater  than  with  almost  any  other  tbreign  country,  except  France  and 
England.  Or  as  before  asked,  if  the  pretence  be  true,  why  send  American  negroes  to  Liberia  to 
starve  ?  Will  their  natures  be  changed  by  transportation  ?  As  before  remarked,  it  is  not  colour 
or  climate  or  other  natural  causes,  but  bad  laws  and  customs,  that  render  men  and  countries  idle, 
shiftless  and  poor.  The  Haylians  have  their  just  rights  protected  by  law;  and  are  of  course  as 
industrious  and  as  prosperous,  as  any  other  nation.  So  too  of  the  hypocritical  cant  of  'what 
will  become  of  the  poor  creatures  if  they  are  set  free,'  and  'how  shall  they  be  disposed  of  &c.,' 
raised  bv  persons  who  never  cared,  what  became  of  slaves  in  a  state  of  slaveiy  ;  and  whs  would 
be  much  better  employed  in  making  such  inquiries  as  the  foUowing  :  What  will' become  of  tlio 
counlnj,  if  the  slaves  are  not  set  free?  V,  hat  right  have  we  to  'dispose  of  people  at  all  or  to 
seek  to  dispose  of  llicm,  without  their  request  and  without  crime  in  them  ?  What  authority 
have  we  from  tho  Scriptures,  or  from  natural  justice,  to  make  laws  with  reference  to  colour,  or 
other  physical  peculiarities  in  the  human  species  ?  What  genuine  republicanigm  is  there,  in  out- 
lawing or  disfrancliising  innocent  pooplu,  in  their  own  native  country  ?  What  genuine  democ- 
racy is  there,  in  depriving  one  sixih  part  of  our  population  of  all  their  rights,  without  crime  or 
just  provocation  in  tliem  ?  What  impoveii.shes  and  degrades  tho  poorer  class  of  whites  in  tho 
slave  states  ?  What  renders  those  states,  as  states,  so  very  poor,  and  weak  and  defenceless  a- 
gainst  foreign  invasion;  for  every  one  of  the  slave  states  is  in  proportion  to  size,  poorer  than  the 
poorest  of  the  free  states?  What  is  it  that  impoverishes  their  soil,  retards  their  manufactures, 
commerce  and  public  improvements,  and  corrupts  and  reduces  their  whole  population,  &c.  &c.? 
These  and  similar  intpiiriep,  hr.ve  n  prnctkcd  application  and  tendency,  and  are  highly  interest- 
ing and  itnportant;  but  the  fear  of  pauperism  among  emancipated  slaves,  is  one  of  the  last  scare- 
crows, that  evrn  hypocrites  will  set  up  against  abolition. 

It  has  frequently  been  feared,  that  immediate  emancipation  would  produce  some  great  contul- 
fion  or  disruption  in  society,  in. .some  way  and  degree  or  other.  So  great  a  change  must  it  iff 
argued,  necessarily  have  this  eftect.  That  tho  chango  from  slavery  to  freedom  is  very  great  is 
admitted.  But  the  alarmists  should  remember,  that  it  is  always  Hl.  peaceful  change.  The  reasons 
why  it  is  and  must  be  so,  have  already  been  stated  ;  to  wit,  that  God  himself  has  promised  it 
shall  be  peaceful.  It  is  impossihlc  that  any  bad  effect  should  follow.  All  the  eflbots  will  be  only 
good,  (and  of  course  peaceful-  and  agreeable),  to  all  parties  concerned.  No  special  legislation 
or  other  precautions  will  ever  be  necessary,  to  prevent  anticipated  bad  effects  ;  because  no  such 
effects  can  possibly  follow.  Let  the  good  laws  and  customs  of  the  country  remain,  to  operate 
upon  ihe  whole  population  alike,  without  regard  to  colour  or  other  circumstances,  and  they  will 
be  amply  sufficient  to  regulate  and  govern  the  country  happily,  without  the  aid  of  any  spe^ll 
means  adapted  to  the  emergency. 

1  have  often  thought  these  pretences  were  raised,  only  by  those  who  were  afraid,  that  the 
slaveholders  might  not  bo  able  to  live  in  idleness  and  luxury,  if  their  slaves  wore  to  bec«me  free- 
ni')n.  These  alarmists  ought  however  to  dismiss  their  fears.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  tho 
slaveholders  may  bo  compelled  by  emancipation,  to  exert  more  industry  than  thoy  have  hereto- 
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their  fears  to  be  (al»e  ones. 

7th  Obj. —  Compensation. 

Let  us  first  cxao^inc  the  morality  of  this  objection  lUs  contended  ^^^^-'g;^^!^ 
case  of  omancipatiun,  ought  to  be  '^-"/^Te  ifC«"^  it  oughtC  to  be  made,  though  .nd.v... 
'SSr^.^rS  dlsutL^s!  Ta^thelira  of  th.f  proposU.n,  re. the  whole  n.r.. 


tending  that  of  the  opposing  vice  of  Injustice.  f^^.;;':X^nme  doctrine.  Now  there  isno  jus- 
Nature  discovered  from  uniform  exponence,  Pro^I^  "  ;tl  «  Ban  e  doctr  ne  ^^^  ^^^^^^  .^  ,^^^ 
tico  nor  righteousness  nor  honesty  .n  slavery;  ^°^. '  ^''^^^^h^^;;,; /cVof  h  .s  dishonest;  and  all 
denounced  as  a  sin  of  the  first  magnitude  m  the  Bible  J-^  "^  FJ^'  ^„^  ^nn  the  gains  of  the  com- 
the  gains  made  by  it  are  dishonest  gams  ;  as  much  and  ojen  "^°'^  ^"'  '"  '  ''  , -,,t  ^^  h^  compen- 
n>on  thief  and  robber.  The  slaveholders  then  ^S;^^,^'^  ^^^'^ ^J^'  .^^^^^^^^^  of  dishonest  gains.- 
sated,  for  parUng  with  crimmal  ownership,  ana  '•el|'''lif  >""S  'J,^  '"^^^^^^  counterfeiter  and  the 
When  it   can  be  proved  that   the  murderer,    '^'^j;;^^''^^;^.^^^^^^ 

common  thief  and  robber,   o^S^t  to  be  compensated    tor  abstam^  .^  _^^^^^^  ^^ 

crimes,  and  thereby  relinquishing  the  means  of  their  '^  f.",""?^'' ^'  ^^^^^^^  before.     For 

that  slavery  is  the  greatest.     Pretty  morahty,  truly  !  1  ,  r  mmnpusauon.     In  plain 

Nothing  can  b,  tn.er,  than  the  total  want  of  al   justice  '", ^,J'^J|'''''  ;'^^j7,"'PlJ;Xuld  pay  the 
justice,  the  compensation  should  come  y.07n,   no   to  the  guilty  ^J^^^' "f°\U  a„d  damages 

innocent  victims  of  his  barbarous  oppressions,  the  wages  he  'J^^  ^f ';^;'^.  ^^"^l.T^  whateverrto 
for  the  stripes  and  other  cruelties  he  has  mflicted  on  f  «»;•"«  ''.^f  of  which  was  a  continual 
compensation  for  properiy  he  never  j«s%  owned,  and  the  o^^ershp  ot  J'^'^'^'^jg  ^ion  and 
crime  of  the  first  rl.agnitude.  Nor  does  it  make  any  d.fterence,  that  '^^f  '^'^'!^  '"  ^J  J,,  „„  .^. 
contempt  of  the  lav."  of  God.  permiltcd  him  to  hold  tbjs  property  ^^lfJ^'''J'ZLses  L 
gravation  of  the  sin  of  slaveholding ;  because  conimuu.ty  or  umo.  "'«^^'  °';,y  ,,ateholder. 
iuilt  and  enormity.     Retribution  instead  of  compensation,   is  the  .;«-;«  do°m  <-^'^-  -^^^ 

In  every  other  case,   where  a  person    parts  with  stolen  or    ^^^^^^^'^  .P-^^PY^^ '^r/t   inks  of  coi^' 
him  to  deserve  pay;  but  always  ptmishmeat  for  his  crimes.     He  '''"^»5  ;,„"^^fJ^tV;e ",  a,  mucif 
pensation  in  such  a  ea«e  ;   because  it  is  ««ju5^,   and  he  knovvs  it    /nd  the^  J.Jice  is  a^    ^^^^^ 
greater  and  more  glaring  in  the  case  of  slaveholders    as   he  ^^-j^f^"'^  fJ^Xr  lo^ss  by  abolition  ; 
that  of  common  robbery.     A  few  and  but  a  few  of  ^''^ '^'^^<';'°''^;'^.^^r^fy  fuoon  ?he  principle  of 
and  if  the  rest  who  are  to  gain  by  the  measure,  wore  to  make  up  ^  fj^f.^.'  "1:°";;^  Lde,  com- 
'honor  among  thieves,'  it  might  be  no  more  than  right.     But  excepting  th.3  c.se  and  moue, 
pensation  in  or  by  any  other,  would  be  as  unjust  as  slavery  i3.  -^^^..^t  orejudices,  cor- 

^  Perfect  justice  is  not  an  arbitrary,  mutab  e  pnnople  varymg  ^'j  ;\\«^,  n"Xm  he  incotrupt- 
rupt  hearts  and  tyrannical  interests  of  wicked  men  ;  but  is  a  sure  ^'"^"f'f^J^^™^^'  plication 
ible  throne  of  th'e  Almighty.  Many  men  are  too  depraved,  to  d'^,^°  ,^.^^,",^11  alter  u'^;  nature 
clearly ;  or  too  selfish  and  wicked  to  practice  it,  if  they  did.  B,f.^'",?,f4'  "°i\X„ble  thing 
or  essence;  nor  lessen  their  obligation  to  obey  its  dictates.  »^ '^.^^VthTt 'horare  wholly 
every  where  at  all  times  and  places;  and  it  is  so  plain  and  obvious  Sf''''^''.'''^V«t^^^^^^  persons 
without  e.KCUse,  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  understand  and  obey  it.  ^ven  the  mo  »  u  V  P  ^^^^^ 
know  more  about  it,  than  they  have  honesty  to  confess.  Phe  '"O  '  ""P^'"''\';",','it  in  „uilt  and 
well  know,  that  they  have  no  just  right  to  compensation  ;  because  ^Je  ^  's  no  merit  in  g  ^^ 

ieserve  it.     The  rules  of  Divine  justice  are  clearly  detailed  in  the  Bible  ,   anu 
rbid  compensation.     Instant  abolition  is  commanded  without  ';e'^^<^"^^«.;° ''•,.' "^     ,t 


crime  to  d« 


clearly  forbid  compensation.     Instant  abolition  is  cnmmaacled  wiinoui  '.^'^'yi^^rnesBaUo-^.     It 
hie   denounces  puni^Ament  for  crimes   unrepented  of;  but  never  f<^^^;'^';^i°'l  ''^^^' "'S      fi'r 
promises  forgiveness  on  condition  of  repentance  and  reformation  ;  l^"\"'^;^,',„^°3y"'^,"°^^ 
Those  acts.      Wliat  would  be  thought  of  the  morality  or  policy  of  a   aw,   hat  «'■  ""'"^  "  {j;,  ';;,^'.,^.^ 
and  exemption  from  punishaKtit,  to  common  Hacve.    robbers  and  pirate?,  on  coaduion  01  r,i. 


foiing  the:r  {iluiider?  Y«t  these  triiuinals  are  far  less  guilty  than  slaveholders.  The  stealing  of 
men  (Gen.  xl  15,  Kx.  xxi  16,  1st  Tim.  i  10),  like  the  stealing  of  things,  consists  in  takin"  and 
liolding  them  as  property,  withoutthc  consent  of  the  owners  and  without  any  equivalent ;  and 
ihe  former  crime  is  as  mucli  greater  than  the  latter,  as  men  are  more  valuable  than  things.  And 
such  a  law  would  only  encourage  the  commission  of  those  crimes,  by  recognizing  the  jight  of 
property  obtained  by  them,  and  by  offering  compensation  or  bounties  on  its  restoration.  That 
must  be  an  unjust  dnd  impolitic  rule,  that  whould  hire  men  to  abstain  from  sin.  Such  a  rule 
could  never  be  an  emanation  from  the  Almighty.  And  that  man  who  with  the  rules  of  the  Bible 
in  hia  hands,  can  insist  on  compensation  to  former  slaveholders,  cannot  be  much  under  the  inilu- 
ence  of  christian  principles. 

Were  not  the  while  people  of  this  country  so  dreadfully  corrupted  by  slavery,  they  would 
readily  see  and  acknowledge,  that  nobody  deseived  compensalion  but  the  slaves.  If  a  white 
person  is  abused  or  treated  \uth  the  least  degree  of  slavish  oppression,  every  body  perceives 
intuitively,  that  the  injured  person  alone  deserves  satisfaction  ;  and  is  entitled  to  demand  it 
by  law.  And  they  also  perceive  as.distinclly,  that  nobody  ought  to  make  the  satisfaction,  but  the 
persons  who  have  committed  the  injury.  Who  is  ever  foolish  enough  to  dream  in  such  cases,  that 
the  aggressor  instead  of  the  injured  party,  is  justly  entitled  to  satisfaction  or  compensaiion  ! — 
Precisely  similar  is  the  compensation  slave  question  ;  varied  perhaps  by  one  circumstance. — 
The  whole  country,  free  slates  and  all,  are  alike  guilty  of  the  oppressions  of  the  coloured  peo- 
ple. The  free  stales  have  in  a  variety  of  ways,  coBstantly  aided,  abetted  and  protected,  the 
tlavo  states  in  their  oppressions.  They  are  all  joint  transgressors  ;  and  ought  to  make  joint 
restitution  ;  not  to  the  slaveholders  ;  but  to  the  victims  of  their  joint  oppressions,  the  slaves. — 
This  IS  what  justice  and  equity  require.  This  is  what  the  Law  of  God  <^  the  common  law  both 
require  ;  as  the  numerous  authorities  already  quoted  clearly  show.  This  rule  is  so  plain  and 
indeed  self  evident  to  uncorrupted  minds,  that  no  arguments  can  make  it  plainer.  There 
would  be  great  justice  in  giving  the  surplus  monies  in  the  U.  S.  treasury  to  the  slaves  ;  but 
none  at  all  in  giving  it  to  the  slaveholders.  There  is  every  kind  of  justice  and  righteousness, 
in  making  compensalion  to  injured  slaves  ;  but  none  at  all  in  making  it  to  their  owners. — 
Compensation  to  guilty  menstealers,  would  be  the  height  of  injustice  and  unrighteousness.  It 
is  simply  compensation  for  crime  ;  and  would  operate  as  a  bounty  on  it. 

But  the  compensation  question,  so  far  as  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  slaveholders  are 
concerned,  is  wholly  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for.  For  if  a?  has  been  shown,  the  slavehold- 
ers will  gain  more  than  they  will  lose  by  abolition,  they  will  not  need  compensation  any  more 
than  they  deserve  it.  Abolition  being  a  privilege  to  them,  they  ought  to  give  instead  of  re- 
ceiving compensation  for  if.  According  to  all  the  premises  in  the  case,  compensation  to 
slaveholders  is  as  unjust  and  unnecessary,  and  therefore  as  unreasonable,  as  slavery  itself  is. 

Private  gain  is  certainly  a  very  base  motive,  to  induce  men  to  practice  righteousness.  They 
ought  to  be  thus  induced,  by  the  pure  and  noble  motive  of  love  of  duty.  But  it  is  neverthe- 
less well  to  have  it  understood,  hoio  'justice  is  the  highest  expediency.'  The  abolition  of  sla- 
very  would  produce  an  extraordinary  flow  of  financial  prosperity,  all  over  the  country.  Not 
only  the  southern  but  the  northern  states,  would  soon  feel  the  reviving  efTects  of  this  flow.— 
The  southern  demand  for  Dorlhcrn  goods  and  products,  would  be  more  than  doubled.  The 
cities  of  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  would  gain  a  great  accession  to  their  trade,— 
And  thousands  of  the  mobiles  who  arc  now  so  eager  to  prevent  abolition,  will  then  regret 
their  folly,  in  attempting  to  delay  a  measure,  fraught  with  such  signal  advantages. 

8th  Obj. — Inlerference. 

A  great  outcry  has  been  raised  against  the  abolitionists,  for  their  m(er/c>mce  with  what  their 
enemies  say  is  'none  of  their  business.'  Nothing  has  been  more  common  than  this  vile  cla- 
.  mour;  the  insinuation  being  always,  that  the  'interference'  of  the  abolitionisls  with  slavery, 
was  an  illegal  or  at  least  an  'improper'  interference.  When  pressed  to  explain  and  offer  rea- 
^OBS,  ivhy  ihxs  interference  is  wrong,  most  objectors  will  admit  that  it  is  legal ;  but  oppose  it 
on  the  score  of  impropriety  or  inexpediency.  The  truth  is,  both  slavery  and  the  measures 
•nirsued  to  abolish  it;  aie  perfectly  legal  in  this  country  ;   but  being  moral  anlugoiiiste,    if  both 
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operate  froely  together,  one  or  the  other  must  soon  fall.  This  the  ("neiids  of  slavery  well 
know  ;  and  pursue  their  measures  accortiingly.  Their  great  object  is,  to  stop  all  ami- slavery 
organir.ation,  discusiion  or  other  action.  But  in  pursuing  this  object,  they  are  compelled  to 
adopt  measures,  that  are  always  sinful  and  often  illegal.  For,  as  was  remarked  in  the  First 
Lecture,  'crime  can  only  be  supported  by  crime.'  ■' 

There  is  at  least  a  want  of  reciprocity  in  th«  pretence  ;  for,  according  to  the  settled  cus- 
tom of  the  country,  the  northern  states  and  people,  always  have  and  yet  do  make  it  their  'bu- 
siness,'to  support  slavery  in  various  ways.  They  have  in  the  spirit  of  criminal  comity,  enact- 
ed unconstitutional  and  oppressive  laws,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  ; 
and  many  of  them  have  voluntarily  assisted  in  this  iniquitous  'business.'  And  in  the  same 
criminal  spirit,  most  of  the  free  states  have  enacted  various  oilier  oppiessivo  laws  against  co- 
loured people,  to  abuse  and  degrade  them  for  the  sake  of  slavery.  And  those  unfortunate  peo- 
ple have  for  the  same  wicked  reason,  been  constantly  abused  by  the  corrupt  sentiment  of  these 
wicked  states.  Much  persecution  of  the  abolitionists,  by  mobs  and  otherwise,  has  also  pre- 
vailed rn  those  states.  Yet  the  cry  is  raised,  that  'the  north  does  not  support  slavery,'  and  has 
'no  business  with  it.'  It  is  only  when  the  northern  people  oppose  slavery,  that  its  friends  dis- 
cover it  to  be  'none  of  their  business  !' 

Complaints  have  also  been  raised  against  the  abolitionists,  for  'interfering'  in  what  are  cal- 
led, the  domestic  concerns  of  the  slaveholders.  But  slavery  is  not  a  'domestic'  concern,  any 
more  than  murfler  or  other  crimes  are.  The  power  which  it  confers  is  nothing  similar,  to  the 
natural  authority  of  a  parent  over  bis  children  j  but  is  exactly  that  of  the  usurped  authority  of 
any  other  criminal  or  tyrant  over  his  victims.  And,  if  'interference'  in  any  case  of  tyranny  or 
crime  can  ever  be  justified,  it  is  jus'ifiable  in  the  case  of  American  slavery.  No  point  of  mora- 
lity or  good  policy  was  ever  plainer  than  this  is.  The  spirit  of  the  objection  is  also  false.  A- 
ny  lawful  and  moral  'interference'  with  the  'domestic  relations'  of  others,  is  always  right  and 
properi  Such  interference  is  the  coristant  practice  of  every  neighborhood.  Christ  and  his  a- 
postles  'interfered'  with  those  relations,  by  giving  directions  for  their  proper  exercise. 

Though  the  slaveholders  affect  to  be  highly  indignant,  at  all  'interference'  with  theii^'peculi- 
ar  institutions' ;  yet  they  themselves  have  in  years  past,  united  with  the  rest  of  their  country- 
men, in  'interfering'  with  the  'peculiar  institutions'  of  Algiers,  and  some  of  the  other  Barbary 
atates  ;  apparently  without  imagining  there  was  any  thing  'improper'  in  it.  They  have  also 
most  indignantly  'interfered,'  with  certain  'peculiar  institutions'  existing  in  Greece  and  Poland. 
And  what  may  seem  singular  they  were  the  very  same  kind  of  'peculiar  institutions'  with 
their  own,  namely — slavery.  The  slaveholders  ought  certainly  to  'cast  the  beam  out  of  their 
own  eyes,'  before  they  blame  the  abolitionists.  They  now  know  how  to  pity  the  Turks  and 
Algerines  ! 

It  will  be  obvious  to  reflecting  minds,  that  there  are  tioo  kinds  of  'busine?^'  in  which  men 
engage  ;  the  one  is,  exercising  our  own  just  rights  in  a  just  and  proper  manner  ;  the  other,  u- 
surping  and  trampling  on  the  just  rights  of  others.  The  former  kind  of  'business'  is  followed 
by  the  abolitionists  ;  the  latter  by  the  slaveholders  and  their  supporters.  So  there  are  two 
kinds  of  'intciference'  in  any  matter;  namely,  a  legal  and  illegal,  just  and  u.ijnst,  or  right  and 
wrong  interference.  Also,  there  are  two  kinds  of 'liberty' in  the  world;  the  one  kind  is,  the 
Using  of  our  own  jtist  rights  in  a  right  and  proper  manner,  foT  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  the  o- 
thor,  that  of  abusing  our  just  rights  or  using  wrongs,  to  the  injury  of  others.  The^first  kind 
of  liberty  is  used  by  the  abolitionists  ;  the  latter  by  their  enemies. 

And  the  pretence  that  the  abolitionists  are  exercising  an  improper  'interference'  with  slave- 
ry ;  what  is  it  but  plain  blasphemy  ?  Think,  for  instance,  of  its  connexion  with  the  follow- 
ing plain  christian  duties.  Obeying  the  commandsof  God,  'none  of  their  business!  'Plead- 
ing the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy,'  'opening  their  mouths  for  the  dumb,'  and  'for  those  that 
have  no  helper,'  'none  of  their  business  !'  Imitating  the  example  of  our  Saviour  and  his  fol- 
lower,'?, 'none  of  their  business  l'  Endeavoring  to  promote  righteousness  and  justice,  by  just, 
lawful  and  peaceable  means,  'none  of  their  business  ."  Attempting  to  send  the  gospel  to  the 
j)oor  and  to  the  heathen  in  our  own  land,  and  'to  break,  every  volte  and  set  all  the  oppressed 
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l^re^,' by  just,  nghtoout;,  peaccablt' and  cliiisiian  means,  'nont:  of  ihtir  business  !"  Laboring  in 
the  s[)int  of  the  gospel,  to  bring  the  nation  to  repentance  and  reformation,  from  its  greatest 
sin,  and  thus  to  save  itself  from  destruction,  'none  of  their  business  !'  With  such  horrid  impie- 
ty is  this  pretence  fraugiit.  To  say  that  such  woiks  are  'none  of  the  business'  of  llie  aboli- 
tionists, as  all  who  assert  this  pretence  in  effect  do,  when  God  says  ihoy  are  the  'business'  of 
every  body,  is  open  blasphemy. 

Slavery  is  not  mentioned  by  name,  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  at  all  ;  nor  has  that 
instrument  any  but  constructive  allusions  to  it.  It  is  silent  in  direct  support  of  the  abomina- 
tion. It  neither  allows  nor  forbids  the  practice,  any  more  thau  it  does  Cliristianity,  Free  Ma- 
sonry, Banking,  Insurance,  Lotteries,  Common  Schools,  Sectarianism,  and  a  thousand  other 
important  matters,  which  it  leaves  wholly  untouched.  Slavery  like  those  other  mutters,  is, 
therefore,  a  state  or  individual  right,  reserved  to  the  states  where  it  prevails  by  custom,  in  the 
general  reservation  clause  of  the  constitution,  (vide  Amendments,  Art,  10,)  and  is  wholly  un- 
der their  legal  control.     They  only  haye  the  legal  right  to  abolish  it  by  law. 

But  slavery,  like  Christianity,  free  masonry,  and  all  other  reecrved  state  rights  and  institu- 
tions, or  any  other  rights  and  institutions  whatever,  is  under  the  moral  control  of  the  whole 
world.  All  men  have  a  legal  right  to  «riticise  and  approve  or  condemn,  the  institutions,  laws 
and  cuetoms,  of  any  country  in  the  world,  whether  they  be  legal  or  not  ;  and  if  those  institu- 
tions be  wrong  and  sinful,  they  are  under  a  Divine  obligation,  to  attack  and  abolish  them,  by 
just  and  legal  means.  Every  man  has  a  right  derived  from  his  Maker,  (not  from  human  con- 
stitutions,) to  examine  and  crttici»e  any  institution,  or  other  subject  he  pleases,  -whether  it  be 
legal  or  not ;  and  if  he  knows  it  to  be  wrong  and  sinful,  if  he  knows  it  to  exist  in  violation  of 
the  Law  of  God,  he  not  only  has  the  Divitio  right,  but  it  is  his  duty  imposed  by  his  Creator, 
(1st  Thess.  V  21,)  to  condemn  and  denounce  it,  and  endeavnr  to  abolish  it;  whether  it  be  le- 
galized by  the  laws  of  men  or  not.  The  Almighty  has  made  it  his  imperative  'business'  to 
attempt  to  abolish  it.  If  a  right  or  practice  of  any  description  bo  unjust,  all  men  have  the 
Divine  right  and  duty  both,  to  'interfere  with,'  attack  and  overthrow  it,  by  just  and  legal 
means.  All  freemen  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  so  doing ;  and  the  only  reason  why  slaves 
dare  not,  ie  because  they  are  not  free  ;  and  when  men  have  lost  the  leiral  right  thus  to  criti- 
cise, approve  or  condemn,  they  are  already  enslaved.  The  most  fatal  step  to  the  destruction 
of  liberty,  is  the  suppression  of  this  right  of  examination.  Every  thing  that  God  has  condem- 
ned,  man  ought  to  condemn,  whether  it  be  constitutional  or  not  ;  for  although  we  may  not 
possess  the  legal  ri^ht  of  repeal,  we  always  have  that  of  exposure  ;  and  may  lawfully  termin- 
ate any  evil  custom  or  practice,  by  rendering  it  odious  and  unpopular.  It  is  on  this  ground, 
that  the  late  attacks  on  Free  Masonry  wero  justified.  Free  Masonry  is  as  constitutional  and 
legal  as  slavery  is  ;  and  in  the  same  sense  ;  being  a  reserved  right.  Both  practises  have  been 
legalized  by  long  custom,  and  are  thus  reserved  customary  rights  ;  and  neither  ought  to  be  at~ 
tacked  and  destroyed,  unless  they  are  wrong.  Andif  tliey  are  wrong,  every  man  in  society, 
has  d  legal  right  and  Divine  duly  both,  to  destroy  them  by  legal  and  christian  means.  The 
same  remarks  apply  to  the  case  of  Christianity.  Infidels  are  in  the  habit  of  justifying  tlioit 
attacks  on  the  christian  religion,  by  assorting  that  it  is  a  false  religion  and  ought  to  be  attack- 
ed ;  and  it  is  well  understood  and  admitted,  that  they  have  a  perfect  legal  right  to  do  so.  They 
never  think  of  attacking  if,  because  it  is  illegal  or  unconstitutional  ;  or  because  their  means 
and  mode  of  attack  are  otherwise.  Whether  any  institution  or  custom  ought  to  be  attacked 
and  destroyed,  by  moral  means  or  not,  depends  entin^ly  on  the  simple  fact  of  whether  it  is 
wrong  or  not  ;  and  not  at  all  on  its  constituliouality  or  legality.  For  every  thing  that  is  right 
ought  to  be  protected  and  preserved,  (1st  Thess.  v  21  ;)  and  every  thing  that  is  wrong 
ouglit  to  be  abandoned  and  destroyed,  by  just  and  legal  moans,  without  regard  to  its  consti- 
tutional and  legal  qualities.  For  otherwise  the  lawb  of  men  may  justly  be  made,  to  super- 
sede the  Law  of  God  ! 

It  is  on  these  principles,  that  the  modern  abolitionists  have  so  fiercely  attacked  slavery. — 
The  enquiry  with  theoi  has  not  been,  whether  slavery  was  legal  or  not ;  for  that  nobody  con- 
tends about ;  but  whether  it-  is  just  and   right  or  not  ;  not  whether  it  was  consistent  with  tht 


uicked  laws  and  "ciJiSioms  ot  men  ;  but  with  the  just  and  lioly  Lnw  of  G((d.  They  say,  ihaf. 
alihoiigli  slavery  is  legal,  yet  it  is  the  worst  institution  in  tbe  v/orld,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
'interfered  with,'  and  ovenhrovrn  and  desHroyed  by  moral  means  ;  as  many  oilier  wicked  cus- 
toms have  been  before.  In  conducting  their  attacks  on  the  abomination,  however,  they  have 
ever  confined  them,  strictly  wilhip  the  limiu  uf  ihc  laws  of  tbe  Ian:!.  They  have  never  gone 
the  length  the  apostles  and  martyrs  did  ;  who  freqiiently  hrokt  the  laws  of  the  lu:)d,  ;«  ftiiacri 
henthen  customs.  They  havo  never  giveo  their  enemies  the  opportunity  to  prosecute  them 
for  breaches  of  those  laws  ;  or  in  other  word?,  they  hive  never  used  any  but  lawfid  means  to 
e-ictirpate  slavery.  And  no  well  has  thie  fact  been  understood,  that  their  enemies  have  been 
under  the  necessity,  of  breaking  the  consiilufiona  and  laws  of  the  country  themselves,  in  nu- 
merous infamous  instances,  to  o^ipose  and  suppress  abolition  measures  and  action  ; — but  utter- 
ly in  vain.  The  enemies  of  abolition  havo  throujihoul  all  the  slave  slates,  utterly  prohibited 
and  suppressed,  constitutionr.l  Iroedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  on  the  subjects  of  .slaverv 
and  abolition — and  have  endeavored  to  produce  the  same  efi'ect  in  the  free  states,  bv  unconsti- 
tutional|and  criminal  meana;  All  the  unconstituliiynaU  illegal  tind  unjust  procecdincs,  that  havo 
occurred  in  the  United  States,  in  reftfrence  to  slavery  and  its  proposed  aboliiion,  have  been 
committed  by  the  slaveholders  and  their  supporters  ;  while  so  strictly  constitutional  and  legal, 
have  been  all  the  acts  of  the  abolitionists,  that  their  enemies  in  despair  of  le<,'al  means  of  re- 
Bfstance,  have  applied  to  various  legislatures  in  the  free  state?,  to  enact  unconstitutional  laws 
for  the  express  purpose,  of  rendering  the  means  of  abolition  criminal.  They  have  never  been 
able  to  sustain  a  single  prosecution  against  the  abolitionists  ;  simply  because  the  latter  as 
such,  have  never  broken  the  laws.  The  objection  goes  therefore  only  to  the  means  used  against 
abolition — not  lo  those  in  its  favr)i-. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  for  Congress  or  any  State  Legislature,  to  enact  a  constitutional  law,  to 
abridge  or  in  the  least  impair,  full  freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press  or  of  the  mail,  on  the  subjects 
of  slavery  and  abolition.  VVhen  the  coni<titution  guaranteed  freedom  of  the  press,  (Amend- 
ments, Art.  1),  it  impliedly  granted  and  guaranteed  all  the  means  necessary,  to  the  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  this  right.  This  it  does  by  what  is  called,  neccssarij  implication.  When  an  cx]ircss 
power  is  granted  by  any  wrrtten  or  printed  instrument,  all  other  powers  necessary  to  the  full  ex- 
ercise of  the  express  power,  are  also  granted  ;  because  without  ihem  the  grant  would  be  imper- 
fect, or  nugatory  and  useless.  This  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  law.  All  the  sophistical  ingenuity 
that  slavery  could  muster,  has  been  exhausted  in  congress  to  prove  the  contrary  ;  but  in  vain. 
The  mail  being  absolutely  necessary,  lo  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  right  of  the  press,  is  therefore 
a  constitutional  institution,  exclusive  of  poiitivo  provisions,  (vide  Art.  1,  Sec.  8)  ;  and  to  plun- 
der «r  otherwise  violate  or  restrict  it,  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  The  same  remarks  ap- 
ply to  post  offices  and  their  facilities.  Nor  can  any  restriction  or  check  bo  lawfully  given,  to  tho 
free.^t  exercise  of  these  rights,  except  in  cases  of  tlieir  abuse  ;  which  is  legHily  construed  to  mean, 
the  use  of  them  for  the  breach  of  other  Cwnstituuonal  laws  ami  customs.  If  the  laws  against 
treason  for  instance,  are  violated  by  means  of  (he  press  or  the  mail,  the  violators  may  be  punish- 
ed by  legal  means  ;  or  if  possible  by  sucIj  means,  tliey  miy  be  prevented  tieforehand  irorn  the 
violation.  But  nono  but  constitutional  means  can  be  legally  used,  to  procure  such  punishment 
Or  prevention  ;  and  these  means  are,  application  to  constitutional  courts  of  law,  and  constitution- 
al process  issued  in  due  course  of  law.  All  other  means  used  for  that  purpose,  are  violations  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  destructive  to  liberty  and  ruinous  to  the  country. 

And  the  pretended  abuses  of  constitutional  liberty  by  the  abolitionists;  v/hat  are  they?  Obe* 
dienco  to  the  commands  of  God,  an  abuse  of  such  liberty  I  Imitating  the  perfect  example  of  our 
Saviour,  an  abuse  of  our  just  rights!  Inveighing  against  Human  Oppression  in  a  just  and  legal 
manner,  an  abuse  of  the  freedom  of  speech  !  Proclaiming  the  whole  gospel,  by  spniking,  wri- 
ting and  printing  against  slavery,  an  abuse  of  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press  !  'Doing  as  we 
would  be  done  by,'  'remembering  those  in  bonds  as  bound  with  them,'  and  practically  'loving 
our  neighbor  as  ourselves,'  abuses  of  our  Divine  and  constitutional  rights!  Attempts  in  the  spir- 
it of  the  gospel,  to  reform  our  own  country  from  its  greatest  national  sin,  and  thus  avert  from  it 
the  wrath  of  Heaven,  an  abuse  of  any  description!  &c.  To  call  those  acts  abuses,  which  God 
Himself  has  commanded  all  men  to  perfoim  unceasingly,  ia  most  daring  blasphemy,  such  as  none 
but  the  daring  sin  of  slavery,  could  render  men  wicked  enough  to  utter. 

TJie  abolitionists  as  such,  have  never  violated  any  constitiitional  law  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  individual  state.  All  slave  laws  are  in  ono  sense constiiiitional,  tliat  are  not  forbidden  by 
the  constitution  ;  that  is,  they  do  not  expressly  violate  the  letter  of  that  instrument,  (though  they 
all  do  its  spirit)  ;  and  are  in  this  negative  sense,  sometime'?  called  constitutional.  Rut  even  in 
this  .'Jenso,  tho  abolitionists  have  violated  nono  of  them.     They  have  in  effect,  ?imply  requested 


file  siavoholJw*  to  'inlerroie  with'  atid  annul  those  laws  themselves;  giving  their  reasons  lor 
she  rpQueit  Besides,  mcie  crhicisni  and  csndemnation  of  a  law  or  custom,  is  no  breach  or  in- 
fringement of  it.  It  does  not  impair  their  legal  effect  or  binding  authority  at  all.  JSor  is  it  any 
violation  of  a  person's  rights,  to  request  him  to  dispense  with  their  exeiciso.  1  he  right  remains 
in  as  full  force  after  the  request,  as  before.  If  for  instance,  a  man  obtains  an  unjust  judgment 
against  his  neighbor,  1  do  not  violate  or  impair  his  legal  right  to  collect  that  judgment  by  en- 
treating him  JO  remit  it.  In  such  a  ease,  I  merely  exerc.^e  a  right  of  my  own,  without  disturb- 
in-  his  ri<^h'/  I  may  'disturb'  his  conscierice  by  my  advice  ;  but  certainly  not  his  rights.  And 
if  In  con  "equence,  they  are  relinquished  al  all,  the  relinquishment  will  be  his  act  and  not  nnne. 
Every  man^has  a  egal  right  to  abolish  his  own  unjust  rights  himself;  and  others  have  a  lega 
"  ri'huo  advise  L.\o  ablii.h  the.n.  So  to  advise  or  entreat  a  person,  to  quit  drinUing  ardent 
spirits  or  chewing  tobacco,  or  abandon  any  other  bad  habit,  or  to  criticise  and  condemn  us  hab- 
h'l  and  leproach^or  ridicule  hiin  for  them,  does  not  violate  his  legal  right,  to  use  those  a't.cles  or 
nursuc  thos  ■  habits.  Tlio  exerci.se  of  the  right  of  petition,  remonstrance,  erilreaty  rebuke  ad- 
^v"e.  ndicule  "eproach  or  warning,  is  nevel-  an  'illegal  interference'  with  the  rights  of  others. 
The  just  and  legal  exercise  .four  own  rights,  can  nev-er  produce  such  an  effect.  It  is  not  be- 
cause abolitionists  violate  slave  rights,  but  because  they  disturb  slave  consciences,  by  tne  1.5. 

exercise  of  their  own  rights,  that  their  enemies  are  olknded  with  them. 

And  to  ivhom  are  abolitionists  or  others  justly  responsible,  for  real  abases  of  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  and  other  republican  rights?  To  the  7nob  ?  To  Lynch  men  and  Lynch  lawl 
To  persons  acting  without  or  contrary  to  law?  This  can  hardly  be,  even  in  cases  of  real  abuse; 
for  there  is  no  warrant  for  such  liability,  either  in  Uie  Law  ot  Uod  or  in  the  just  laws  of  men  — 
By  such  laws,  ex  post  facto  liability  is  not  tolerated  ;  and  least  of  all  such  liability  to  mohs  ;  even 
though  they  form  the  majority.  One  reason  is,  that  it  leads  directly  to  despotism  ;  the  balk  of 
mankind  preferring  the  tyranny  of  a  single  despot,  to  that  of  the  licentious  and  unprincipled  mob. 
Thers  is  but  a  sinsle  step,  from  the  tyranny  of  a  mob  of  any  description,  to  that  ot  a  single  des- 
pot •  as  all  authentic  history  shows.  It  is  useless  to  protend  that  mohs  will  not  abuse  power 
v-orse  than  others.  No  others  are  half  so  liable  to  abuse  it.  Mobs  are  at  least  always  ignorant 
and  phrenzied  ;  and  most  of  them  reckless  and  unprincipled.  One  of  their  objects  always  being 
to  violate  existing  laws,  it  would  be  a  wonder  indeed,  if  they  ever  administered  real  justice— 
Actinr'  at  once  as  judges,  juries  and  executioners,  they  seldom  pay  any  more  regard  to  real  jus- 
tice tlfan  savages.  People  subjected  to  their  outrages  without  other  redress,  will  readily  subinu 
to  despotism  to  be  rid  of  them;  despotism  being  always  preferable  to  anarchy;  no  tyranny  be- 
in-  so  irUolerable  as  that  of  the  mob.  In  truth,  no  ex  postfaclo  liabilities  ought  ever  to  be  to  er- 
ated  for  a  moment;  on  account  of  their  imminent  danger  to  public  liberty  and  safety.  1  his  1st  lie 
reason  why  such  liabilities  are  strictly  forbidden  by  the  common  law.  A^d  the  only  human  lia- 
bility for  all  human  abuses  or  olfences,  should  be  to  constitutional,  just  and  impartial  laws,  admi- 
nistered by  courts  of  the  same  description  ;  all  existing  before  the  offences  did.  Any  o  her  liabr- 
lity  or   administration  of  justice,  is  sure  to  prove  the  ce.tum  destruction   of  just  liberty  and 

"Theavo«-ed  object  of  all  the  pro-slavery  iTioba  and  ether  criminal  proceedings,  is  to  prohib- 
it and  wholly  suppress  all  investigation  of  the  merits  of  slavery  and  its  abolilion-directly  con- 
_trary  t«  the  express  precepts  of  Seriplure.-vide  Prov.  i  2-6,  ii  2-5,  iv  5-7,  1st  Thess.  v  21, 
and'a  thousand  other  similar  passages.  The  freest  examination  and  discussion  of  all  subjects 
whatever,  are  the  plain  spiiil  of  the  whole  Scriptures.  They  are  expressly  commandea  by  the 
Almighty  in  every  part  of  His  Word- and  the  curiosity  in  man  and  the  spirit  of  enquiry, 
which  God  has  framed  in  the  Law  of  Nature,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  a  coriect  knowledge 
of  all  subjects,  for  man's  best  welfare,  prove  that  they  are  rules  of  that  Law  also.  The  moral 
as  well  as  Itcal  guilt,  of  anti-abolition  mobs  and  other  crimes,  is  therefore  manifestly  of  the 
blackest  kindland  if  not  speedily  repented  of  and  reformed  from  in  'his  country,  will  provoke 
■  the  Divine  if  not  human  retribution  against  it.  Nobody  guilty  of  such  crimes,  ought  to  hope 
to  escape  Divine  vengeance,  even  in  this  world. 

Another  strange  circumstance  attending  the  present  anti-slavery  struggle  is,  the  support  so 
many  poor  |.eople  in  the  free  states  give  to  slavery.  This  suicidal  conduct  is  the  result  of  the 
deepest  ignorance  and  moral  corruption-such  as  nothing  but  the  spirit  of  slavery  could  pro- 
duce. Nothing  can  exceed  the  contempt,  which  all  slaveholders  have  for  the  poor,  whether 
white  or  black,  bond  or  free.  Tiiey  are  the  worst  enemies  the  poor  have-thi-ir  chief  employ- 
ment  beina  to  'grind  their  faces,'  and  enslave  them  all  so  far  as  lh%  can.  Such  is  the  na- 
ture of  aristocracy  every  where-^-and  for  the  poor  to  mpport  it  any  whcr^.  is  treason  to  their 
own  rights  and  happiness.  They  impair  their  own  liberties  by  such  misguided  conduct,  ex- 
actly in  unip.iriion  as  th^'V  su.slain  sla\cry  by  it. 


fircal  paifid  Ijavc  ijcfii  !aken  to  &iuj|(jgrie  inr  i^LiVi-iioliiiiig  uulraj:C-B  yij  the  CuiiJlilutioii,  ofi 
llic  plea  o(  llse  'inflaaimaton'  tendency'  as  it  is  called,  of  the  abolitio!)  |HiLlicaiionB.  Sell  pre 
servation  it  is  i?aid,  is  Ihe  first  law  of  nature,  paramount  to  all  coiislituti'jus  ;  which  said  'fc:t" 
preservation'  always  moans  with  liie  apologists,  the  preservation  of  slavery.  The  saniQ  kind 
of  apology  is  set  up  in  Europe,  for  ihe  consorship  of  the  press  and  standing  armies.  'The  self 
preservation'  of  inonarchy,  arisloeraey,  monopolies  and  other  tyranny,  is  made  to  be  parn- 
niount  in  European  countries,  as  thai  of  slavery  is  in  this  country,  to  the  Law  of  God  arid  ll'.e 
equal  rights  of  men  ;  and  the  same  doctrine  is  for  ilie  sake  of  slavery  and  its  horrors,  now  al- 
lempled  to  be  introduced  here.  This  must  be  the  meaning  of  this  kind  of 'self  preservation  ;' 
for  if  it  were  not,  Ihe  slaveholders  would  not  fail  to  put  a  stop  to  this  'inflammatory  tendency,' 
by  the.  sure  and  simple  remedy,  of  innmediate  abolition.  Nothing  can  be  easier,  than  to  pre- 
vent any  pretended  tendency  of  abolition  publications,  than  the  practice  of  abolition  righteous- 
ness. Let  slavery  be  abolished  and  just  and  equal  laws  established,  and  all  the  inflammatory 
and'incendiary  publications  in  the  world,  will  produce  no  efi'ect  in  community  ;  because  the 
fuel  for  ihem  to  burn  will  then  be  removed.  They  will  have  no  more  influence  than  Mun- 
chausen tales.  This  fact  shows,  (hat  slavery,is  the  only  guilty  cause,  of  the"(jangers  of  slave- 
ry. An  insiiiu'ion  that  will  not  bear  to  have  the  truth  told  respecting  il,  ivitliout  creating  cor- 
rupt disturbance,  must  of  course  be  a  bad  and  criminal  insti'.ulioh  Good  institutions  always 
court  e.vaniination  ;  for  the  more  they  are  examined,  the  less  is  there  likely  to  be  disturbance  a- 
houl  them, — vide  John  iii  2i.  The  bad  ones  only  will  not  bear  examination — vide  John  iii 
Jy,  20.  .Slavery  has  been  considered  a  prohibited  subject  for  this  reason.  So  from  the  in- 
stinct, of  the  'self  preservation'  of  Roman  Catholic  superstitions,  the  pope  and  his  followers 
endeavored  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  Luther's  'incendiary*  books,  and  to  destroy  protos'anl- 
isin  by  massacre;  and  a  si.'iiilar  reason  now  prompts  both  them  and  the  slaveholders,  to  pro- 
hibit the  circulation  of  the  Bible  among  the  slaves.  The  Bible  is  by  far  the  mo?t  'incrndi~ary' 
book  in  the  world  lo  tyranny  ;  and  vjhereverit  is  I'uUy  circulated  and  well  studied  and  under- 
stood, it  will  piit  an  end  to  huinun  oppression.  Slaveholders  dread  it  more  than  at?  the  other 
anti-slavery  publications  put  together  ;  and  because  they  could  not  wholly  prohibit  its  circula- 
tion, they  have  perverted  its  true  meaning,  for  the  justilication  of  slavery. 

And  supposing  the 'infiammaiory  tendency'  of  abolition  principles  and  publications,  be  cal- 
culated to  consume  slavery  ;  is  not  this  tendency  ^ood  ?  And  if  so,  why  resist  and  endeavor 
to  suppress  it  by  criminal  means  ?  for  the  command  (Ist  Thess.  v  21,)  is  otherwise.  Ought 
not  sla\ery  to-be  conspmcd  by  good  'tendencies'  or  other  good  means?  Or,  supposing  the 
slaveholders  arc  compelled  by  this  'tendency,'  to  consume  slavery  themselves  for  the  sake  of 
their  own  safety  ;  will  not  this  be  righl  ?  Purely  if  the  effect  of  this  tendency  be  only  to  des- 
troy slavery,  it  must  be  a  good  agent  ;  and  no  one  ought  to  oppose  its  operation.  If  the  ef-  , 
feet  of  any  'tendency'  is  good  and  only  good,  it  must  be  highly  sinful  to  oppose  it.  Let  those 
who  oppose  abolition  'tendencies,'  then,  take  heed  lest  they  oppose  God — vide  Acts  v  38,  39. 

Great  numbers  of  persons  are  opposed  to  the  abolition  project,  because  it  produces  so  much 
excitement ;  just  as,  if  moral  corruption  could  be  attacked  without  producing  excitement  in  it. 
iCJhrisl  forcluld  this  efiect  to  his  followers  ;  and  the  prediction  was  fully  verified  by  their  sub- 
sequent experience  ;  as  it  has  been  by  that  of  every  moral  reformation  since.  R.age  is  com- 
monly the  first  fruit  of  conviction.  And  however  wicked  such  unjustifiable  excitement  may 
be,  Ihe  guilt  of  it  attaches  to  the  corruptionists  excited.  Moral  corruption  is  the  cause,  and 
proclamation  of  the  truth  the  occasion  only  of  its  exhibition.  The  inordity  of  the  objection  is, 
that  we  should  never  attempt  to  expose  error  and  crime,  because  the  exposure  will  meet  oppo- 
sition !  No  moral  and  political  reforms  ought  ever  to  be  attempted,  lest  they  should  be  atten- 
ded with  disUtrbancs  !  Where  would  have  been  our  liberties,  had  this  doctrine  prevailed  in 
the  revolutionary  war  ?  Where  would  Christianity  have  been,  had  it  prevailed  in  the  apostles' 
lime  ?  Nay,  what  would  have  become  of  liberty  either  spiritual  or  temporal,  liad  it  always 
provaiiod  ?  Or  if  the  doctrine  be  true,  why  did  Christ  and  the  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs 
all  disregard  it  in  practice?  Nay,  why  has  God  himself  issued  con;rary  commands  ?— vide 
Jer   i  17-19,  Eze    ii  3-7,  iii  7-11,  Matt,  x  lG-23,  Sic.     And  what  kind  of  Christians  are  thoao 
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■-vho  urge  auch  objeciions,  against  the  proclamation  of  righteoiisness  and  the  exposure  of  6in  ; 
and  what  kind  of  fate  have  they  leason  to  fear? — vide  Amos  vi  1-11,  Luke  vi  24—26,  and  ma- 
n^  other  passages. 

For  the  support  of  slaverj',  the  old  aristocratic  common  law  rule  is  brought  forward,  that  'the 
greater  the  truth  the  greater  the  libel;'  as  applicable  to  the  promulgation  of  abolition  doc- 
trines. And  this  doctrine  so  contradictory  to  all  republican  principles,  is  now  openly  advoca- 
ted by  men,  who  formerly  professed  to  reject  it  with  abhorrence.  Thai  the  truth  is  very  dan- 
gerous to  slavery  oi  other  aristocracy,  monopoly  and  other  tyranny,  there  is  no  doubt ;  and 
we  cannot  therefore  wonder  that  this  anti-christian  rule,  (vide  Ist  Thess.  v  21  )  should  be  in- 
vented by  aristocrats  and  other  corruptionists,  and  advocated  by  slaveholders  and  their  tools. 
But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  tyrannical  maxim,  will  not  gain  Snal  allowance  in  this  coun- 
try ;  for  if  it  do,  in  respect  oj  the  right  of  invesligating  and  cetjswing  public  acts  and  institutions, 
the  liberties  of  this  country  are  gone  forever.  When  men  lose  the  right  of  complaining  of  bad 
conduct  and  institutions,  they  lose  the  last  protection  of  their  freedom. 

But  the  'inflammatory  tendency'  of  anti-slavery  publications,  on  slaves,  is  denied  ;  whatever 
may  be  their  effect  on  slaveholders  ;  which  is  not  doiJbted  to  be  highly  'inflammatory.'  Not- 
withstanding the  uproar  to  the  contrary,  these  publications  are  eminently  peaceful  ;  and  tend 
-trongly  to  preserve  the  pftacc  of  the  conntry  among  the  slaves.  They  expressly  deny  all 
right  of  resort  to  physical  force,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  ;  asserting  the  right  of  politicaJ, 
moral  and  religious  force  alone  for  that  purpose.  And  if  the  slaves  are  ever  informed  to  the 
contrary,  it  must  be  by  their  masters  and  not  the  abolitionists.  Slaves  are  con'stanlly  'excited' 
by  the  operation  of  slavery  ;  but  never  by  that  of  abolition  ;  for  the  latter  is  the  only  sedative 
that  will  affect  them.  It  is  a  false  charge,  that  anti-slavery  publications  tend  to  excite  slaves 
to  rebellion  ;  for  their  efl^ect  is  directly  the  other  way  ;  on  account  of  the  peaceful  doctrines 
they  teach.  That  slaves  have  the  right  of  rebellion  by  the  Law  of  J^alions,  (vide  Vattel.  40- 
47,  243,  244,  5SI,  G23,)  there  is  no  doubt.  They  have  the  same  right  to  rebel  against  oppres- 
sion, that  our  revolutionary  ancestors  had;  and  that  the  Greeks,  the  Poles,  the  Haytians,  the 
Jrish,  and  all  other  oppressed  people  have.  JSTor  can  ihcy  commit  treason  by  such  rebellion. 
For  being  deprived  of  all  rights,  and  receiving  no  protection  from  their  country,  they  owe  it 
no  allegiance,  any  more  than  cattle  and  horses  do  ;  the  duty  of  allegiance  depending  wholly 
on  the  right  and  benefit  of  protection— vide  IstBlac,  Com.  43,  123,  366-372.  But  the  aboli- 
tionists utierlyr  deny  all  such  right  of  rebellion,  by  the  Law  of  God ;  which  Law  they  declare 
So  be  paramount  to  all  other  laws  ;  and  as  such,  primarily  obligator*  upon  slaves,  as  well  as 
others.  The  abolitionists  have  attacked  slavery  ;  not  the  public  peace  and  welfare  ;  for  these 
they  have  endeavored  to  promote,  in  the  best  po8.°ible  manner,  and  by  tho  use  of  the  best 
possible  means,  namely,  those  which  God  himself  has  commanded.  They  have  attacked  sla- 
very, in  tho  same  way  the  Bible,  the  common  law,  tho  declaration  of  independence,  the  wri- 
tings of  Sidney,  Paine,  Jefferson,  Henry  and  O'Connell,  and  every  speech  and  essay  against 
tyranny  and  in  favor  of  liberty  attack  it,  namely,  by  political,  moral  and  religiou."  arguments 
and  denunciation,  as  a  sin,  or  crime  against  (he  Law  of  God  and  all  just  laws  of  men.  Nobody 
can  be  better  satisfied  of  the  sinfulness  of  slavery,  by  professed  anti-slavery  publications,  than 
he  can  be  by  these  writings.  Nor  is  there  the  least  danger  of  insurrection  among  the  slaves, 
from  any  of  these  publications  ;  for  none  of  them  teach  or  recommend  it  ;  but  the  contrary. — 
There  may  be  some  danger  of  rebellion  and  treason  from  the  slaveholders;  provided  they  can 
obtain  sufficient  tiorthcrn  assistance.  And  this  is  all  the  danger  of  the  kind,  attending  the  abo- 
lition controversy. 

But  if  this  'inflammatcr}''  pretence  be  true,  what  becomes  of  Ihc  pretence,  (as  remarked  in 
the  First  Lecture,)  of  the  alleged  happiness  and  cenle7itmcnt  of  the  slaves  ;  those  joyous  crea- 
tures who  it  is  asserted,  are  'the  happiest  peasantry  in  the  world,'  and  'who  would  not  take 
their  freedom  as  a  gift,  if  it  were  offered  to  them  ?'  Is  this  effect  credible  on  such  beings?  And  if 
the  slaves  really  are  'better  off'  than  the  northern  laborers,  why  do  not  such  publications  have 
this  'tendency'  on  those  laborers  ?  And  if  'the  laboring  classes  of  the  north  are  as  much  oppres- 
sed as  the  southern  slaves,'  why  do  not  the  slaveholders  in  retaliation,  scatter  'inflammatory  cir- 
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o'lilars'  among  iheni  ?  Do  tiot  similar  causes  always  produce  similar  effects  ?  WiM  buch  cir- 
culars produce  less  efllct  on  oppressed  whites,  than  on  oppressed  blacks  ?  Why  do  not  ihs 
slaveholders  then,  fijiht  the  abolitionists  with  their  own  weapons,  and  revenge  themselves  la 
this  elTectual  way  ?  Have  they  not  yet  received  sufficient  provocation  for  it  ?  Or  arc  they 
too  virtuous  to  meditate  or  practice  revenge  ?  These  are  serious  enquiries,  to  those  who 
make  the  foregoing  pretences;  and  it  beIu)oves  them  so  long  as  they  persist  in  the  pretences, 
to  render  satisfactory  answers  to  (hese  queslion?^. 

The  cry  of  the  slaveholders  is,  'k^t  us  alone  ;'  as  thai  r-f  the  devil  was  to  our  Saviour — vide 
IMark  i  24,  Luke  iv  34.  'Hands  of!''  from  slavery  is  iheir  demand  ;  as  if  such  was  their  right 
and  the  duty  of  others  ;  notwithstanding  God  has  comtiianded  otherwise.  It  always  was  the 
desire  of  tyrants  and  other  criminals,  to  be  'iet  alone'  in  iheir  crimes — and  they  dread  and 
iiatc  all  'interference'  with  them.  The  Pope,  the  Russian,  Turkish  and  other  arbitrary  govern- 
ments, and  all  other  oppressors,  have  demanded  silence  and  non-interference,  with  their  'pe- 
culiar' institutions,  policy  and  measures.  Their  principle  is,  that  none  but  themselves  have  a 
i'ig'ht  to  'inlcrmeddle,'  either  with  their  own  instituliona  or  those  of  others,  however  much  oth- 
ers may  be  interested  in  or  affected  by  them.  So  easy  and  natural  is  it,  when  we  have  ob- 
tained one  degree  of  unjust  power,  to  arrogate  still  more  ;  and  so  necessarily  does  the  prac- 
tice of  one  crime,  lead  to  thai  of  others.  The  right  of  "interfering'  with  other  mens'  rights, 
conduct,  or  pretensions,  depends  wholly  on  their  justice  or  iujustice.  If  any  right  or  assump- 
tion be  unJKsl,  il  is  our  Divine  right  and  duty  both,  to  'interfere'  with  it  to  its  destruction. — 
And  when  the  outcry  against  'interference'  is  raised,  we  should  remember,  that  none  are  so 
apt  to  raise  if,  as  tliose  whose  conduct  will  not  bear  investigation — this  being  the  only  reason 
why  it  is  raised.  For  if  investigation  could  be  endured,  it  would  be  invited  instead  of  avoided 
—and  the  policy  is  to  raise  the  outcry,  in  order  to  prevent  investigation. 

The  monarchists  and  aristocrats  of  Europe,  have  the  same  reason  to  C(implain,  of  republi- 
can books  and  circulars,  that  the  slavoholders  have  of  anti-stavcry  publications — for  the  cfTect 
of  both  is  to  abolish  tyrannyi  Let  the  slaveholders  and  their  friends  act  consistently  then, 
first  'casting  the  beanr  out  of  their  own  eyes' — a.nd  not  arrogate  to  ihcnrselves  privileges,  they 
deny  to  their  European  brethren.  Let  them  before  thoy  complain  of  abolitionists,  first  endea- 
vor to  suppress  all  republican  institutions  and  publications,  and  abolish  republican  principles 
entirely;  on  account  of  their  'inflammatory  tendency,'  to  disturb  the  peace  of  tyranny  in  the 
old  countries  !  Let  them  as  consistent  moralists  and  politicians,  carry  out  their  principles  in 
practice,  to  their  full  extent.  A  partial  application  of  these  principles,  will  be  apt  to  leave 
their  'chivalrous  honor,'  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  insincerity.  In  such  case,  a  great  many 
consequential  people,  and  especially  their  European  frienda  and  syinpathysers,  will  be  apt  to 
suspect  them  of  unworthy  selfishness  ! 

The  propriety,  good  policy  and  expediency  of  aati  slavery  cfl'nls,  depend^  as  already  remar- 
ked, entirely  on  the  justice  or  injustice  of  slavery.  But  this  injustice  having  been  clearly  dem- 
onstrated, it  as  clearly  follows  from  the  premises,  that  it  is  not  more  a  I'^gal  right  than  it  is  the 
imperative  mora^and  religious  duty,  of  abolitionists  and  other  persons,  to  repeat  and  increase 
their  righteous  attacks  on  the  abomination,  and  persevere  in  them,  to  long  us  a  vestige  of  it 
remains— vide  Ps.  rcvi  10,  Amos  v  15,  Rom.  xii  9,  2d  Tim.  ii  19,  and  a  multitude  of  siuiilar 
passages.  The  spirit  of  the  whole  Bible  is  imperative  on  all  mankind,  to  rise  up  against  the 
abomination  ;  and  the  neglect  to  do  so  is  a  very  great  sin  of  omission.  It  is  a  toilful,  presump- 
tious  sin  ;  because  every  person  with  the  Bible  in  his  hands,  must  or  .might  know  that  sucii 
was  his  duty.  The  spirit  of  the  common  !a,w  too,  commands  all  persons  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, to  attack  slavery.  For  it  is  a  rule  of  that  law,  (vide  1st  Chit.  C.  L.  3.  4,)  that  every 
person  knowing  of  the  commission  of  a  crime,  is  bound  to  prosecute  it  to  punishment.  There 
is  not  a  just  code  of  laws  on  earth,  but  whose  spirit  calls  for  resistance  to  slavery  ;  because 
justice  demands  such  resistance,  iio  point  of  moral,  religious  or  just  duty  can  be  plainer  than 
this  ii?. 

It  is  30tnetinio3  said,  that  the  slavehu'ders  arc  the  besljuil-^cs   of  sliivcry  and  iis  proposed  a- 
bohtiun  ;  and  that  both  subjcdc  ought  therefore,  to  be  It.'ft  cnlirciv  lu  tlicir  Jii'jreti'jn,     In  iha 


84 

peiifcc  that  criminals  know  ilic  mo3l  about  their  own  crimes,  it  is  adinitled,  tlial  the  slrivehoJtl- 
tra  know  (he  most  about  slavery  ;  but  that  either  have  the  best  moral  sense,  of  the,  criminality 
and  evil  tendency  of  their  sing,  id  denied.  It  is  iheir  eiiperior  knowledge,  that  renders  them 
the  mote  criminal  and  deserving  of  punishment.  Yet  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  pretence, 
this  very  knowledge  is  the  reason  why,  all  criminals  might  to  have  the  sole  cogniiance  and 
disposition  of  their  own  crimes  !  But  the  pretence  is  fi^lse.  The  sick  are  not  iho  'best  judgeu' 
of  diseases  and  (heir  remedicf.  The  corrupt  are  P.ot  the  'best  judges'  of  moral  and  political 
corruption,  its  efTects,  consequences  and  remediea.  For  if  they  were,  drunkards  would  be  the 
best  preachers  agaiiist  intemperance,  whoremongers  against  lewdness,  and  heathens  against 
idol  worship.and  other  heathen  abominations.  There  would  be  the  same  propriety,  ia  leav- 
ing the  sick  to  healthemselves,  as  to  leave  slaveholders  to  abolish  slavery  alone.  The  slave- 
holders tiiemsclvea  know  better,  when  they  alwajs  send  christian  missionaries,  to  convert 
heathen  nations  ;  vide  Rom.  x  14,  15,  Tit.  i  3.  Moral  like  physical  diseases  left  to  their  own 
cure,  will  seldom  be  cured  ;  but  almost  always  destroy  their  victims.  It  is  the  pxpres?  ordm- 
ance  of  God,  that  the  righteous  should  always  be  sent,  to  'call  sinners  to  repentance';  vide 
Matt,  .wviii  19,20,  Luke  xxiv  47,  and  many  other  passages.  The  prophets  and  apostles  were 
sent  and  the  christian  ministry  ordamrd,  to  fultil  this  ordinance  ;  and  every  Divine  mission 
recorded  in  ihe  Scriptures,  was  of  such  men  for  such  purposes  ;  and  this  id  the  only  object 
of  the  present  christian  ministry.  This  ordinance  thus  corresponds  with  the  providence  of 
God,  as  exhibited  in  liio  nature  of  sin  and  its  remedies  ;  or  in  other  words,  wilh  tiic  Law  of 
Nature.  This  is  so  plain,  that  in  all  other  cases,  nobody  expects  a  general  refoimauon  froni 
^reat  and  customary  sins,  without  preaching  from  those,  who  arc  not  infected  with  such  sins. 
Nor  have  wc  any  more  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  slaveholders  will  repent  of  the  sin  of  slave- 
ry, without  such  preachfpg,  than  that  the  heathen  will  without  it.  They  have  been  'let  alone' 
long  enough  already,  to  convince  every  honest  person  of  this  fact  at  least. 

A  great  outcry  hae  been  raised  about /oreig-n  'interference'  with  American  slavery  ;  just  as 
if  the  commands  of  God  were  not  binding  oii  foreigners,  when  out  of  their  native  countries  j 
and  OS  if  they  had  no  right  to  'interfere'  with  American  slavery  in  any  way.  But  this  is  not 
true.  It  is  the  Divine  right  and  duty  both,  of  every  person  m  the  world,  to  'interfere  with' 
slavery,  any  where  and  every  icherc  ;  and  assist  to  abolish  it,  by  legal  and  christian  means. — 
This  is  the  spirit  of  the  whole  Scriptures.  The  apostles  were  all  'foreigners'  out  of  Judea. — 
But  the  command  to  them  was,  to  'teach  all  nations';  vide  Matt,  .xxviii  19  ;  and  of  course,  to 
'interfere  with'  their  corrupt  institutions,  customs  and  religions,  to  their  entire  abolition  and 
destruction,  by  all  just,  legal  aid  christian  means.  'Foreign  interference'  with  sin  is  thus  a 
Divine  ordinance  ;  and  to  oppose  it  is  of  course  blasphemous.  And  the  Law  of  Nature  so 
plainly  teaches  the  same  rule,  that  in  other  cases,  the  slaveholders  as  readily  practice  on  it  as 
others  ;  as  for  instance,  in  sending  'foreign'  missionaries  to  the  heathen.  They  also  employ 
'foreign  interference'  to  support  slavery,  by  sending  out  'foreigners'  to  kidnap  innocent  people, 
for  that  purpose.  No  persons  in  fact  exercise  more  'foreign  interference,'  tWan  slaveholders 
themselves;  and  it  is  only  when  it  disturbs  them,  that  they  discover  its  impropriety  !  So  the 
Amoiican  slaveholders  and  others,  are  in  the  habit  of  procuring  'foreign  interference,'  in  all 
their  atTairs  both  public  and  private.  They  have  employed  foreigners  as  officers  and  soldiers, 
as  diplomatists  and  legislators,  and  in  every  oiher  capacity  and  business.  It  seems  to  be  the 
'foreign  interference'  with  slavery  only,  that  is  illegal  or  improper  in  this  country  ;  except  when 
uGcd  for  its  support.  Every  other  kind  of  such  'mterfercnce,'  with  American  institutions  and 
ifiairs,  is  perfectly  right  and  proper  ! 

And  how  do  thefe  uproarous  complaints,  of  the  slaveholders  and  their  allies,  correspond 
with  the  oft  repeated  taunt,  that  the  efibrts  of  the  abolitionists,  produce  'no  fffecf  at  the  south? 
They  first  complain  bitterly  o/ the  'effect;'  and  then  declare  that  no  etTect  at  all  is  or  can  bo 
produced!  But  if  this  be  true,  why  all  this  uproar  ?  Why  all  the  mobs,  Lynch  law,  vigil- 
ance corHinittees,  breaches  of  the  constitution,  and  other  crimes?  It  would  seem  as  if  no 
pretences  couid  be  used,  to  eupport  slavery  or  oppose  its  abolition,  but  what  contradicted  each 
•sthtr.    The  truth  i?,  the  prefMice  of  '"c  f^Vct'  is  a  simple  (aUeliood.     K\cr)  day's  news  de- 
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viarea,  llidt  a  must  powerful  anti-3lave:y  tfftcf,  is  prmiucej  all  over  t!ie  Boutlij  by  ihe  vigorous 
and  untiring  anti-slavery  eftorts,  daily  made  and  eonsianily  increasing.  The  gospel  weapon, 
'ahnrper  than  a  two  edged  sword,'  ia  carrying  all  before  it.  May  Us  use  prosper,  to  the  spee- 
dy overthrow  of  American  slavery. 

I  ought  lo  observe  in  conclusion,  that  the  oljtction  of  'inteiference'  is  consian;ly  and  only 
made,  so  far  as  my  ohstrvation  exiends,  by  persons  who  ntver  manifest  anvelarm  or  indigna- 
tion, at  the  reckless  violations  by  the  tlavchniders  and  their  supporieri-,  of  the  Law  of  Go^i, 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  just  laws  of  the  land.  To  this  kind  of  'interfe- 
renee'  ihey  raise  nooiijcctions.  Nay,  great  nurnbera  of  theai  secretly  approbate  the  horrors  of 
L}  nch  law,  and  other  violations  of  tliR  cons tilntion,  and  peruse  with  satisfaction  and  delight, 
tiie  acconnts  of  the  barbarous  outrages  on  the  persons,  the  piopti  ty  and  the  rights  of  the  abo- 
iitionibts  ;  and  of  the  pretended  success  of  the  spread  of  slavery  and  slavish  doctrines.  And 
Jhesa  sentiments  thyy  denotninate  repiiblivanii-ir.  ! 

9tb  Obj. —  Consiliiitlonul  Compromises  and  Guarantees. 

There  is  no  stronger  sign  of  national  degeneracy,  than  a  general  disposition,  to  respect  wicked 
laws,  customs  and  institulionf?,  vide  Prov.  sxviii  1,  iMatt.  xv  1-9,  Mark  vii  7,  8,  and  otlier  pas- 
sa"o.'i.  It  was  this  kind  r:f  respect  that  induced  the  Almighty,  to  destroy  so  many  ancient  na- 
tions, by  His  judgments.  A  general  disposition  to  support  legalized  crimes,  or  sins  authorized 
by  law  or  custom,  is  one  of  the  surest  signs  of  approacliiny  national  ruin.  Such  a  state  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  manifests  a  corrupt  love  o("  sin,  antl  hostility  to  salutary  reforms;  and  unless  it  be 
itself  reformed,  the  total  destruction  of  civil  liberty,  is  sure  finally  to  follow.  A  wicked  law  or 
custom  is  iis  much  to  ba  abboired  and  opposed,  as  a  wioked  act,  sentiment  or  principle.  And 
those  who  do  not  abhor  and  opposo  the  one  as  well  as  the  other,  are  unfit  for  rational  liberty; 
and  are  in  the  greatest  danger  in  the  end,  of  becominj^  the  willing  subjects  of  absolute  despo- 
tism. The  general  prevalence  of  this  corrupt  sentiment;  is,  acccjrding  to  the  spirit  of  the  Scrip- 
tures the  surest  harbinger  of  national  destruction  ;  as  is  exemplitied,  by  the  natural  eflects  of 
such  a  sentiment  on  society,  or,  by  the  Law  of  Nature.  Need  I  add,  that  this  very  sentiment 
prevails  most  extensively,  throughout  this  union  1  The  frequency  with  which  the  objection  now 
under  consideration  is  made,  proves  the  (act  clearly  ;  just  as  if  wicked  consiilutions  and  laws  of 
ijicn   can  ]\ititify  sin  ;   or  as  if  any  number  of  wrongs  added  together,  can  make  one  right! 

Let  us  iirst  inspect  the  morality  of  this  objection.  It  bear",  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  ratified,  on  a  compromise  among  the  several  st;ites,  that  it  should  guarantee  the  exis- 
tence and  support  of  slavery;  that  is,  that  it  should  gii:'.ranteo  a  great,  customary  sin;  and  there- 
fore, all  moral  and  religious  efforts  to  destroy  the  abomination,  though  ever  so  just  and  legal^ 
iTiust  viohite  the  spirit  and  reason  if  not  the  express  words  of  that  instrument;  and  are  there- 
fore unjust  and  improper.  Not  only  the  express  proviiions  of  the  constitution  say  the  objectors, 
but  its  vvliole  spirit  and  meaning  are  sacred;  and  it  is  therefore  highly  improper,  indecorous  arid 
anti-republican,  to  meddle  with  slavery  at  all ;  except  to  support  it.  The  same  reasoning  will 
protect  legalized  murder  and  other  crimes  every  who.'-e.  It  will  justify  evf^ry  heathen  custom  or 
lyranical  usurpation  in  the  world  !     Fine  morality  for  c//m^ja»5  to  adopt ! 

Stripped  of  all  sophistry  and  unnecessary  veibi;i§e,  tiie  plain  doctrine  maintained  by  the  ob- 
jectors is,  that  the  white  people  of  this  countify,  having  leagued  together  by  a  solemn 
constitutional  compact,  to  deprive  the  coloured  people  of  all  rights  whatever,  without  crime  in 
them  or  the  apprehension  of  any,  this  compact  as  between  the  parties  to  it  must  be  deemed  just 
and  sacred ;  and  even  the  slaves  are  niorallij  bound  by  it  1  That  ie  to  say,  a  compact  among  one 
class  of  human  beings,  to  own  and  buy  and  sell  ti/d  rob,  starve,  plunder,  loiture  and  murder 
another  clais  of  human  beings,  at  their  pleasure,  without  any  provocation  from  the  victims,  is  a 
just  and  sacred  compact,  morallij  obligatory  both  on  tiio  parties  to  it  and  on  the  slaves  !  A  sort 
of  mysterious  holiness,  like  that  attributed  to  tiie  Inquisition,  is  on  account  of  slavery,  *^n''s^^- 
ored  to  be  thrown  round  the  constitution  ;  which  it  is  maintained  protects  the  abomination.  All 
corrupt  agreements  or  unions  in  sin,  aro  as  was  reifarked  in  the  First  Lecture,  void  by  the  Law 
of  God  ;  and  without  any  moral  obligation.  The  same  is  the  rule  of  the  common  law  ;  all  agree- 
ments mak  in  se,  (that  is,  'bad  in  themselves'),  or,  made  to  commit  crimes,  or  whose  considera- 
tions arc  criminal,  being  void  by  that  law;  vide  %  Blac.  Com.  239.  The  morality  of  the  doc- 
trme  therefore  is,  that  a  compact  so  corrupt,  as  to  be  void,  both  by  the  Law  of  God  and  the  com- 
mon law,  i.H  transformed  by  the  constitution,  into  a  just  and  righteous  agreement  1  That  where 
two  parlies  make  an  agreement  with  each  other,  to  rob,  plunder,  enslave  or  murder  a  third  party, 
and  without  iho  least  provocation  from  him,  this  jgrtcment  as  between  the  parties  to  it,  and  its 
victims  also,  is  sa'^rsd  and  /toll/;  and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  int>inged  either  directly  or  indi- 
reclly  !      And  suck  morality  too!     One  of  tiie  groitest  of  sins  a^'ainst  the  L?.w  of  Ood,  nnd  pun- 
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Ishable  Ijy  tliatho'y  Law  with  sure  death  ,  u,  ciiiue  now  dcclaieJ  by  thcgcuLial  consetu  of  civili- 
zed natiods,  to  be  piracij  wlieii  coniinillDil  on  llie  higli  seas,  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  oftho 
United  States  !  1  A  sacred  constitutional  compact,  to  violate  the  Law  of  God  and  trajnple  it  un- 
der foot  !  The  free  slules  confederate  iciih  the  blave  states,  in  a  solemn  national  compact,  to  sup- 
port this  violation  !  And  yet  we  are  conglanlly  told,  that  the  7iori/(crrt  states  do  not  support 
slavery;  and  have  notliing  to  do  with  it  or  with  its  support;  and  ought  not  therefore  to  meddle 
with  it !  The  objection  goes  the  length  of  declaring  in  cfiect,  tliat  human  constitutions  and 
laws  made  in  violation  of  the  Law  of  God,  are  sacred!  The  consequence  is,  that  the  laws  es- 
tablishing the  Inquisition,  and  forbidding  people  to  'search  the  Scriptures* ;  and  in  fact,  all  fun- 
damental tyrannical  laws,  are  sacred  a.i\d  just  laws!  And  thus,  if  murder,  theft,  arson,  perjury, 
counterfeiting,  or  any  other  crimes  against  God  and  His  religion,  can  only  be  guaranteed  by  Jiu- 
vian  constitutions,  (as  many  of  them  have  been),  they  instantly  become  just  and  sacred  rigktsl  ! 
The  pretence  does  in  effect,  declare  tlie  constitulion  directly  to  support /JM^acy  ,•  and  indirectly  to 
support  its  necessary  appendages,  naurder,  mayhem  and  every  other  crmic!  No  American  who 
regards  the  reputation  of  his  country,  will  ever  contend,  for  the  constitutionality  of  its  slavery. 
The  country  is  sufliciently  degraded,  without  the  aid  of  this  falsehood.  The  truth  is,  slavery  is 
hot  a  constitutional,  but  a  customary  right,  in  the  United  States.  Like  other  wicked  customs,  it 
grew  up  by  the  force  of  corrupt  circumstances,  in  defiance  of  the  common  law,  on  the  credit  of 
Scripture  perversions ;  and  is  entitled  to  no  more  respect,  than  other  customary  sins.  This  ob- 
jection and  others  that  have  been  used  to  vindicate  the  practice  of  American  slavery,  have 
done  more  to  degrade  this  nation,  and  to  bring  its  boasted  free  institutions  into  contempt,  than 
ail  other  means  put  together.  Meanor  pretunces  cannot  be  set  up,  to  support  the  institutions  of 
Algiers.  One  of  the  American  institutions  is  called  ^peculiar;  and  its  morality  would  seam  to- 
be  'peculiar'  also.  And  unless  it  is  abandoned,  'American  morality'  will  become  as  celebrated, 
as  'Carthagenian  faith.' 

And  this  is  the  'morality,'  inculcaloJ  in  free  and  republican  America,  as  she  is  proudly  called  ; 
a  country  in  which  there  has  been  morfl  boasting  and  swaggering  and  contending,  about  liberty 
und  virtue  and  equal  rights  and  deinocraiy  and  repulilicanism,  than  jicrhaps  in  all  the  world  be- 
sides I  This  is  the  morality,  to  be  tangiit  the  American  children  and  youth,  and  render  them  all 
good,  virtuous,  patriotic  republicans!  A  morality,  which  teaches  that  one  part  of  the  human 
race  have  a  rJo-Ai  to  confederate,  lo  dt.-piive  iho  rest  of  all  rights,  without  crime  in  them  to  deserve 
it  1  And  t?iat  thii  'right'  is  j%LSt  an  J  sacrcdl  A  morality  which  teaches  in  effect,  that  piracy  ia 
sacred,  if  constitutionally  adopted,  by  a  civilized,  enlightened,  christian  nation!  A  morality  that 
will  justify,  every  tyrant  and  tyrannical  government  und  laws  that  ever  existed.  A  morality  that 
will  justify  Robesjiierre  und  Danton.  Why  not  ;  they  being  in  possession  of  the  supreme  pow- 
er of  the  state,  their  agreement  to  massacre  must  be  sacred,  on  the  principle  of  this  kind  of  mor- 
ality. It  will  justify  Nicholas,  fllahmoui^,  Louis  Phillippe  and  all  other  tyrants  ;  for  all  their 
oppressions  are  'constitutional';  and  of  ct>urse  'sacred'  !  Beautiful  morality  this  for  republicans 
(to  inculcate! 

But  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  rule  of  the  Law  of  God  is,  that  Human  Oppression  is  none 
the  less  wicked,  because  it  is  constitutional  and  legal.  It  is  even  more  wicked  ;  for  community 
in  crime  only  increases  its  guilt  and  enormily.  It  only  increases  the  extent  of  the  crime,  and  of 
course  the  extent  of  the  guilt.  Nothing  can  be  more  immoral,  anti-repnblican  and  anti-chiistian, 
than  this  most  blasphemous  objection  is. 

Let  us  give  a  passing  notice,  to  the  morality  of  the  pretence,  that  the  people  of  the  free  states 
have  rio  right,  to  discuss,  criticise  aud  denounce  the  practice  of  slavery  ;  because  as  is  pretended, 
the  constitution  gives  to  the  slave  states,  thctxclusive  control  of  it.  Strange  pretence  this  ;  that 
in  a  country  boasting  of  freedom  of  .-speech,  as  expressly  guaranteed  by  the  same  instrument,  the 
only  matier  respecting  which  the  right  of  speech  does  not  exist,  is  the  right  and  practice  of  sla- 
very !  There  are  a  thousand  reserved  rights  besides  slavery  ;  and  all  are  considered  proper  sub- 
jects of  criticism,  debate  &c.,  except  this  out !  Sacred  right  indeed  !  :  But  for  the  morality  of 
the  exception  ;  which  is,  that  if  a  crime  equal  to  murder  in  enormity,  is  only  protected  by  a  con- 
stitution, it  thenceforth  becomes  so  sacred  a  ri,j;ht,  that  those  who  are  not  engaged  in  committing 
It,  though  ever  so  much  interested  in  its  operation,  have  no  right  even  to  discuss  its  merits!  — 
And  none  but  the  criminals  themselves,  have  a  right  to  meddle  with  it;  except  to  support  it 
when  necessary  I  And  so  if  murder,  jiiracy,  forgery,  counteifeiting  &c.  can  only  be  shielded 
by  a  constitution,  all  examination  of  their  na'ture,  effects  and  tendency  must  be  silenced  1  Hence 
no  missionaries  can  lawfully  declaim  against  liealhon  abominations,  such  as  idol  worship,  parri- 
cide, infanticide  &c.,  nor  republicans  against  legalized  despotism  ;  for  all  such  practises  and  ty- 
ranny are  'constitutional'  where  they  prevail.     Fine  morality  this  for  republicans! 

The  slaveholders  demand  the  exclusive  conttol,  of  the  whole  subjects  of  slavery  and  its  aboli- 
tion ;  not  excepting  even  their  morality;  thus  altenipting  aa  I\Ir.  Blanchard  truly  observes,  to 
make  that  a  local  question,  which  God  has  made  universal ;  for  God  has  commanded  all  men 
without  distinction,  to  discuS'^,  control  and  aiikjlisli  it.  The  demand  is  tliHrcf/ro  blasphemous. 
It  arrogates  a  different  dispositior..  of  a  great  niloral  subject  of  the  highest  importance,  from  that 
which  God  has  coinHiand«d  to  be  made  of  it.    Ariie  spirit  of  the  demand'!.',  that  nobody  onght  to 
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have  the  control  of  crimas,  except  llioso  who  commit  them  !  Nobody  for  instance  but  murder- 
erd,  ought  to  have  the  control  of  murder,  or  thieves  of  theft  I  This  is  a  fair  specimen  of  slave- 
holding  morality. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  morality  of  the  objection,  let  us  next  examine  its  truth.  I  have 
already  stated,  that  the  constitution  of  tlio  United  States,  does  not  guarantee  the  existence  of  sla- 
very. It  is  entirely  silent  on  that  subject.  It  has  however,  several  constructive  provisions, 
which  affect  the  operation  and  even  the  existence  of  slavery  ;  though  none  of  them  guarantee 
either.  It  contains  for  instance  a  constructive  guaiantee,  (Art.  4,  Sec.  2),  that  so  long  as  slavery 
dnes  exist,  runaway  slaves  oscaping  into  the  free  states,  shall  not  become  free  by  the  laws  of 
those  states;  but  the  -.naster  may  take  and  carry  them  hack  to  slavery  again.  But  this  clause 
does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  slave,  voluntarily  taken  by  his  master  into  a  free  state;  as  has  re- 
cently been  decided,  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  Nor  does  this  guara«i(ee  give  either  to 
Congress,  or  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  free  states,  any  right  to  make  laws  to  arrest  fugitive  slaves, 
and  thus  aid  masters  in  their  recovery.  The  plain  meaning  of  the  guarantee,  almost  in  words 
is,  that  those  legislatures  shall  not  make  any  laws,  lo  prevent  masters,  from  apprehending  such 
runaways  themselves;  (a  provision  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Law  of  God ;"  vide 
Deut.  xxiii  15,  16,  Oba.  10-15  ;  and  a  most  heinous  sin  of  omission).  It  gives  them  no  authori- 
ty to  enact  laws,  to  assist  slaveholders  or  their  agents,  in  this  barbarous,  piratical,  anti-christian 
business.  Nor  does  the  guarantee  give  any  authority  lo  congress,  to  enact  laws  directing  state 
officers  in  the  free  states,  such  as  sheriffs,  constables,  justices  of  the  peace  «Sz;c.,  to  assist  in  ap- 
prehending or  confining  fugitive  slav-js.  The  guarantee  plainly  leaves  the  whole  business,  la 
the  master  alone  ;  simply  providing,  that  the  state  laws  shall  not  hinder  him,  from  apprehending 
and  securieig  them.  There  is  no  room  for  any  other  just  construction  in  the  case,  the  words  of 
the  guarantee  are  so  very  plain  ;  and  if  there  were,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  laws  made  against  public  liberty  and  general  right,  should  always  be  strict ;  and  in  doubt- 
ful cases,  the  leaning  should  always  be  in  favor  of  liberty.  Either  with  or  without  just  con- 
struction, all  the  laws  enacted  by  congress  and  the  free  states,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivery 
of  fugitive  slaves,  arc  without  any  constitutional  authority;  tind  ate  Xhetefore  null  and  void.  Nor 
has  any  body  any  constitutional  right  and  authority,  to  act  under  or  by  virtue  of  them.  All  such 
acts  are  void  and  tiie  actors  trespassers.  Nor  does  the  length  of  time  that  these  laws  have  ex- 
isted, ratify  them:  any  more  than  it  did  the  laws  establisliing  a  bank  of  the  United  States;  it 
having  been  decided,  that  all  constructions  of  the  constitution  are  to  be  strict  also.  Nor  has  this 
guarantee  any  thing  to  do,  with  the  legal  existence  of  slavery  itself;  but  only  to  regulate  it  in  one 
case  while  it  docs  exist.  It  was  intended  to  regulate  the  operation  or  effect;  not  the  existence 
of  slavery. 

The  constitution  also  contains  a  constructive  guarantee.  (Art.  1,  Sec.  8,  —  Art.  4,  Sec.  4,)  that 
so  long  as  slavery  does  e.xist,  slave  insurrections,  in  common  with  all  other  insurrections,  shall 
be  suppressed  by  force;  but  this  is  no  guarantee  to  support  shivery  itself  by  force,  or  that  it  shall 
exist  or  never  be  abolished;  any  more  than  that  free-masonry  or  any  other  reserved  right  shall 
never  be  abolished  ;  though  insurrections  to  abolish  Ihem  are  to  be  suppressed.  The  constitution 
also  contains  a  constructive  provision,  (Art.  1,  Sec.  2,)  that  so  long  as  slavery  continues  to  exist, 
three  fifths  of  the  slaves  shall  bo  nominally  represented  In  congress,  by  their  masters  ;  a  most 
aristocratical  privilege,  and  equal  hardship  on  northern  freemen  ;  for  as  the  slaves  have  no  rights 
to  be  represented  and  protected,  and  are  not  permitted  to  exercise  the  right  of  petition,  there  is  no 
more  republican  justice,  reason  or  propriety,  in  such  rapresentation,  than  there  would  be  in  tha: 
of  cattle  or  horses.  But  this  provision  is  no  guarantee  of  slavery  itself;  it  being  intended 'to 
operate  only  during  its  continuance.  And  the  sooner  slavery  is  abolished,  the  better  will  it  be 
for  the  political  power  of  the  slave  states  ;  for  their  representation  in  congress  will  then  be  in- 
creased, by  the  additional  two  fifths  of  their  population  now  unrepresented.  There  is  no  para 
graph,  clause  or  even  constructive  provision,  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  slavery 
shall  continue  or  no',  be  abolished.     On  that  subject  the  constitution  is  wholly  silent. 

And  were  it  not  for  long  established  construction  and  practice  under  the  constitution,  and  even 
perhaps  with  thcin,  tliere  is  the  strongest  internal  proof  in  the  constitution  itself,  that  slavery  ia 
unconstitutional ;  and  of  course  void  under  that  instrument;  for  it  violates  the  7chote  spirit,  and 
often  the  Idler,  of  the  instrument.  Slavery  is  a  direct  violation,  of  all  the  republican  objects  and 
principles,  and  some  of  the  ezpress  guarantees  of  the  constitution.  No  honest  person  will  dispute 
their  utter  repugnance  to  each  other;  and  that  in  order  to  give  full  effect  to  the  constitution  in 
practice,  slavery  must  cease  to  e.xist.  A  total  stranger  to  our  institutions  and  customs,  would  bo 
amazed  to  be  told,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  protected  slavery  !  He  would  need 
the  strongest  evidence  ortt  '■>f  the  constitution,  (for  he  would  find  none  in  it,)  to  convince  him  of 
a  fact  so  curious  and  astonishing.  If  left  with  no  other  light  than  what  the  instrument  itself  af- 
forded, ho  would  at  once  decide  that  it  condemned  slavery;  and  though  it  did  not  abolish  the 
curse  in  words,  it  did  by  ncessary  implication.  I,et  us  briefly  examine,  both  the  spirit  and  let- 
ter of  those  parts  of  the  constitution,  that  affect  the  existence  of  Human  Oppression,  and  see  if 
theij  support  slavery  ;  or  rather  if  the>/  do  not  wholly  condemn  it. 
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Tirsl  llioii  ;  tiie  ;/7eumt/e  lo  the  coiistitulioii  declares,  xhat 'Uxi  peopli.'  (ur(;  iiol  slaves  'j)OC|iIe'?) 
'in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,'  (slavery  produces  iiotliing  but  disunion  and  discord,)  'es- 
tM\s\i  justice,,'  (what  is  more  unjust  tlian  slavery  ?,)  'insure  domestic  tranquillit!j,'  (slavery  COM- 
etanliv  disturbs  it,)  'provide  for  llie  common  drfence,'  (slavery  most  of  all  tiling's  weakens  and 
destroys  such  deleiico.)  'promote  the  general  welfare,'  (slavery  above  all  things  iinpaiis  it,)  and 
'secure  tlic  blessings  or(\^liat.  slavery!  No  but)  liberty  &c';  (what  'blessings'  and  'liberty'  are 
there  in  slavery?)  'do  ordain  and  establish  (tc'  Slavery  directly  and  pointedly  violates  the 
toko  le  spirit,  and  almost  every  letter  o\'  this  preamble. 

Again  ;  congress  has  power,  (Art.  1,  Sec.  8,)  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  &c.  to  jjrovide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  <S:c.'  Who  could  imagine  from  these  icords,  that  the  'wel- 
fare' of  the  coloured  people  in  'common'  with  others,  was  not  intended?  And  what  'welfare" 
ja  there  in  slavery  ?  Here  is  another  plain  violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  both.  So  long  as 
slavery  exists  in  this  country,  it  will  be  impossible  wholly  to  lulfil  the  expressed  intent  of  this 
article.  The  'common  defance'  and  'general  welfare'  cannot  be  fully  provided  for.  It  is  non- 
sense to  talk  of  congressional  legislation,  for  the  'defence  and  weliiire'  of  slaves.   "* 

.    Again  ;   congress  has  power,  'to  regulate  commerce among  the  several  states.' 

Here  is  authority  to  piohibit  the  horrid  traffic  in  slaves,  between  the  several  states ;  it  having 
been  decided  by  congressional  construction,  that  this  clause  warrants  a  total  prohibition  of  com- 
fncrce  with  foreign  countries  ;  and  the  words  being  the  same  for  'the  several  slates,'  as  for  those 
countries,  congress  must  have  the  same  jiower  over  their  commerce.  Could  any  mortal  imagine, 
without  evidence  out  of  the  consiitution,  that  containing '.his  provision  without  any  icstriction  or 
exception,  it  was  intended  to  support  slavery  1  Slaves  being  'goods  and  chattels,'  the  trade  in 
thcin  must  be  subject  to  the  same  constitutional  aulbority,  that  the  trade  in  ether  goods  and  chat- 
tels is. 

Again  ;  'the  citizens  of  each  stale  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  stutes.'  V,  ould  any  body  imagine  from  these  jcorils,  that  it  was  intended  citi- 
zenship should  depend  on  colour !  Or  that  free  coloured  j)eopIo  were  not  intccided  to  be  asfree- 
(that  is,  to  have  as  man)'  'jirivileges  and  immunities,')  as  other  'citizens'?  Or  that  if  coloured 
men  are  citizens,  by  the  laws  of  one  slate,  (as  some  are,)  they  are  not  to  be  'citizens,'  and  have 
oil  the  'privileges  and  immunities'  of  citizens,  in  each  of  the  other  states?  Tiio  spirit  of  slave- 
ry l«$)ds  to  direct  violations  of  this  provision,  in  most  of  the  states;  and  the  practice  itself  vviil 
prcrent  its  full  operation,  until  it  is  abolished. 

Again;  'tlie  United  Status  (Art.  -1,  Sec.  4,)  shall  guarantee  a  republican  form  of  goveinment 
&c.'  Ii>  every  slate.  iS'ow  every  intelligent  reader,  would  naturally  infer  from  these  icords,  that 
this  'guarantee'  was  to  I)h,  of  'fjrms'  cxciusircly  'republieau.'  But  the  'form'  as  well  as  sub- 
stance of  the  'governnifiiit,'  of  every  slave  state,  is  jiartly  'republican'  and  partly  despotic. — 
These  governments  in  substance,  and  effect,  are  no  more  'rej^ublican,'  than  the  government  of  Al- 
giers.    Slavery  is  a  violation  both  direct  and  indirect,  of  this  provision. 

Again;  all  the  amendments  to  llio  coiislitution,  uie  wholly  incompatible  with  the  cnisteuce  of 
slavery.  ISy  thorn,  tlic  rights  of  conscience,  speech,  the  press,  trial  by  jury  <Sic.  Sic,  are  guar- 
anted  i?j  tvords,  in  the  most  solemn  and  ample  manner,  to  the  'people'  generally,  without  any 
proviso,  restriction,  exception  or  (pialification  whatever.  In  icords,  substance  and  clTect,  tlie 
right  of  'trial  by  jiny'  is  fully  guarantsed  to  fugitive  slaves;  and  were  construction  necessary, 
y-rte  tlie  question  of  such  right  iit  all  doubtful  from  the  icords,  the  rule  just  mentioned  of  con- 
^lruction  'in  favor  oflibeity,'  would  in  any  just,  impartial  court,  and  especiall}'  in  ours  which  re- 
cognize and  enforro  ihe  common  law,  and  profess  to  be  guidad  by  its  rules  of  construction,  in- 
stantly award  such  slaves  the  riglit.  And  although  they  have  been  deprived  of  it  by  unconstiti;- 
tionai  laws,  it  is  a  plain  rase  that  llicy  have  it  by  the  constitution.  Slaviuy  is  a  direct  violation, 
of  the  express  words  of  several  of  these  Amendments.  All  slaves  ('who  are  all  'people'  ulso_) 
arc  totally  dcpiivcd  of  every  one  of  the  rights,  guaranteed  by  the  express  words  of  those  A' 
inendmcnts. 

It  is  tmnocGssary  to  quote  any  further  specifications,  to  prove  that  the  practice  of  slavery  is 
utterly  hostile,  to  the  leltur  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  But  hero  t'lo 
blas[dioinous  maxim  that  'slaves  hare  no  rights,'  even  though  secured  to  them  by  the  words  of 
constitutions,  interferes,  and  is  allowed  to  control  the  constitution,  and  prohibit  its  beneficial 
operation,  in  favor  of  one  sixlli  part  of  the  whole  population  1  And  instead  of  just  and  legal 
construction  bciug  applied  to  this  instrument,  \i\  favor  of  ihe  just  rights  of  this  unfortunate  and 
insulted  class  of  peo|)le,  and  as  they  arc  uniformly  applied  in  other  cases,  ail  the  just  rules  of 
construction  are  generally  perverted  and  violated,  to  mal:e  the  constitution  an  instrument  of  their 
oppression  and  degradation!  No  stronger  proof  of  the  moral  corruption,  of  the  bench,  the  bar 
and  the  legislative  assemblies  of  the  nation,  could  bo  CAJiibiled,  than  wliat  they  have  them- 
selves thus  furnished. 

Yet  the  slavehohlcrs  and  their  apologists  are  engaged,  in  making  the  country  ring  with  their 
nppoals  to  the  constitution,  in  behalf  of  slavery  and  against  the  abolitionists  1  This  is  their  con- 
Ftant  theme  of  declamation,  entreaty  and  remonstrance.  No  matter  how  much  the  just  laws  of 
God  and  man  are  cntragcd  hv  it;  llio  abomination  as  tlicy  pretend,  being  fully  guaronleod  ami 
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pr(iiectpd  hy  llm  nonstitntion,  they  insist,  ihnt  slaveiy  must  br'  their  just  and  aacred  tigl.t!  Aii 
are  'firtorH  '  'disorgunizors,'  'ninatics'  and  every  tiling  else  that  is  wicked  and  vile,  who  rJaie 
to  deny  the  constitutionality,  ju.^t.ce  or  policy  of  slavery.  I  do  not  believe  the  common  rules  o. 
morality,  common  honesty  and  decency,  were  ever  before  treated  with  such  utter  recklessness  ol 
ronter"i)t   as  they  are  now  treated  in  tlie  United  States,  for  the  support  of  slavery. 

The  constitution  neither  expressly  permits  nor  forbids  the  practice  of  slavery,  nor  ot  many 
other  crimes  punishable  by  state  laws.  Nor  does  it  impliedly  forbid  many  otlier  crimes,  more 
than  it  does  slavery.  It  is  entirely  silent  respecting  them.  If  tlierefore  slavery  /s  constitutional, 
in  tlie  usual  sense  of  that  term,  then  are  most  cases  of  murder,  arson,  counterreilmg  and  otlier 
crimes  constitutional !  Certainly,  if  these  crimes  were  as  customary  as  slavery  is,  they  woiilil 
all  be  as  constitutional,  as  that  is  pretended  to  be.  The  United  Stales  has  no  jurisdiction,  over 
crimes  not  mentioned  in  the  constitution;  and  which  are  therefore,  wuiun  the  exclusive  iUTmhc- 
tion  of  the  several  states.  The  cognizance  of  such  crimes  is  a  reserved  state  right.  Kut  does 
sucli  reservation  render  those  crimes  constitutional  1  Have  wo  a  'constitulienal  right  to  rob, 
"ravish  and  murder  each  other,  for  this  reason  I  I  To  protend  therefore  as  sonie  do,  that  every 
thin"  is  constitutional,  which  is  not  forbidden  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  absurd. 
The  truth  is  that  under  that  constitution,  slavery  is  neither  constitutional  nor  unconstitutional; 
for  that  constitution  says  nothing  about  it  in  nords;  though  wholly  opposed  to  it  in  spirit,  as  al- 
ready stated.  Slavery  is  constitutional  and  legal  only,  by  viitue  of  state  constitutions,  laAys^and 
■customs  •  and  none  of  these  can  constitutionally  prohibit,  the  use  of  moral  means  to  abqlisli  it ; 
hnd  the  only  reason  why  other  crimes  are  not  constitutional,  in  the  sense  that  slavery  is,  is  because 
ihey  arc  not  customary ;  as  slavery  is.  The  direct  legal  cognizance  of  slavery  and  its  abolition, 
out  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories,  is  left  entirely  to  the  state  jurisdictions  ;  con- 
gress liaving  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  with  them.  So  lar  as  silence  gives  consent 
in  such  a  case,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ^ermi/s  slavery,  and  all  other  crimes  aga.ns 
state  constitutions,  laws  and  customs.  But  that  it  and  other  crimes  are  constitutional  in  any 
other  sense,  by  virtue  of  that  constitution,  is  untrue. 

Let  us  next  examine  the  celebrated  Compromise,  about  which  so  much  is  said  ;   and  the  mor- 
ality of  which  we  have  just  inspected  ;  a  'compromise'  to  which  it  it  weietrue,  the  slaves  were 
no  party  ;   and  by  wliicli  of  course,  they  were  not  bound.     This  is  said  to  have  taken   pl'"e  a- 
moi."  the  several  states,   at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.     1  he  debates  attending 
the  fabrication  of  that  instiument  were  secret;   and  but  scanty  accounts  o    them  have  ever  been 
nublishcd.     President  Madison's  manuscripts  it  is  supposed,  would  reveal  thorn  very  lully  ;   Dui 
their  publication  is  vet  delayed.     Dut  fiom  Luther  Martin's  report  and  other  sources,  1  have  learn- 
ed and  believe,  thai  the  correct  history  of  this  'Compromise'  is  as  follows.     During  the  prei-ara- 
tion  of  the  constitution,   many  important  state  claims  were  compromised  and  settled,    ^f^^^l 
final  adoption.     Among  other  interesting  subjects  debated,   was  that  of  slavery  ;   Dr.    I  lanUin 
and  other  abolition  members,  wishing  to  abolish  American  slavery,  by  means  ol  ^''^pon^l'  "  '""• 
At  this  proposal,  the  whole  southern  delegation  revolted  ;   and  utterly  re  used  to  rat.ly  t '«   '^^ m- 
irient,  if  it  'interfered'  at  all  wixh  slavery.     They  claimed  and  demanded    the  sole  legal  jm.Ml.G- 
tion  of  it,  to  the  states  in  which  it  prevailed  by  custom  ;   and  in  which  it  had  no    been  abolished 
and  wholly  refused  to  grant  any  power  over  it  in  those  states,  to  the  United  States.     And  Ihey 
oven  demanded,  that  three-fifths  of  their  slaves,  should  be  represented  in  congress,   in  the  man- 
ner already  stated.     They  did  however  from  seltish  motives  finally  agree,  that  tho  Jorcign  -dave 
trade  should   be  abolished   in  1808  ;   it  being  supposed  that  by  that  time    the  domestic  supply  of 
slaves    would  be  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  home  market,  and  that  the    foreign  trade  would  then 
^■)e  an  injury  to  the  domestic    trade.     Excepting  this  and  the  other  constructive  F^'^'""^"  ';«!;. 
dy  notic:ed,  they  insisted,  that  the  constitution  should  leave  slP.very  untouched    to  the  soo  k    ..( 
control,  of  the  states  in  which   the  practice  prevailed.     Iheir    unprinciple.l  ;''^'";"^''^^  J^'*^ '°; 
the  sake  of  union  acceded  to.     The  real  compromise  was,  that,  with  tho  constructive  cxce  t.ons 
before  mentioned,  the  constitution  should  let  the  subject  of  slavery  entirely  alone;  t'''^'/'^^  "^"^^^^ 
stitution  SHOULD  NOT,  uot  that  it  should,  at  all  meddle  with  slavery.     To  obtain  any  direct  support 
.  for  slavery  in  the  constitution,  wa.  probable  impossible  ;   as  the  voices  of  the  |",«r"^;^.[;' '""f  .''^^^^ 
been,  metaphorically  speaking,  still  hoarse  with  the  praises  of  the  far  ftinied  'Decla ratio       tl  at 
'  VLT  men  are  by  nature  equal  &c.'     And   they  were  in  fact  so  ashamed    of  the  indirect  support, 
they  gave  to  the  abomination  in  the  constitution,  that  they  left  this  support  \^''^'  {. '^'^^'ff;,;-'^';";' 
not  daring  to  pollute  the   'sacred'   instrument,   with  the  word  'slavery.       And  this  is  the   amoua 
^'Compromise,'    the  spirit  of  which  it   i.  contended    the  abolitionists  are  every    ^ay  vioh    ng 
Thor4  was  no  'compromise,'  that  abolitionists  or  others,  should  let  ^l^^^^ry  alone ,   buUI  at  the 
constitution  should  ;  that  it  should  be  neutral,  and  neither  support  nor  oppose  i  .     ^'^^'''}''  'V'^Y^ 
.    the  other  numerous  institutions,  practises  and  customs  untouched  by  the  '^o"^ ^'':'''°"'  "^f '^'f/j^ 
the  legal  control,  of  the  states  and  people  among  whom  it  prevailed  ;  and  to  the  ''^^oifcox^Uo 
^bf  the!  whole  world.     M    was  left  as  constitutional  a  subject  for    examination    '''^^"ff '°'''^ ''^   *'^ 
•cisin,    denunciation,  moral  attack  and    legal  abolition,    as  Christianity    '""'^^^''^y'^^^"^^,";""^^: 
and  all  other  reserved  rights  were  and  yet  are.     It  is  constitutional  only  in  the  ««•«•'  ^«"^«''^.«^^^ 
institutions  are;  being  as  before  staled,  silently 'permitted,'  (not  guaranteed, >   by  the  constitu 
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iion  of  the  United  States.     The  objection  is  therefore  as  false,  as  it  is  seaiuialously  iniinorai. 

It  has  been  frequently  said,  that  the  constitution  was  the  result  of  'vmtnLal  concessions.'  Thiff 
in  regard  to  slavery,  is  not  tiuo.  All  the  'concessions'  made  respecting  slavery,  for  the  sake  of 
the  'union,'  have  been  on  (Ane  side  only  ;  that  is,  from  liberty  to  slavery.  A  ropiesentution  by 
the  masters  of  three  fifths  of  the  slaves,  was  'conceded.'  The  right  of  retaking  fugitive  slaves 
in  the  free  states  was  'coiiceded.'  The  erection  of  several  new  slaveliolding  states  has  beeu 
'conceded,'  &.c.  A  gieat  many  such  'concessions'  have  been  made  to  .slavery  ;  and  all  for  the 
sake  of  'union.'  But  not  one  has  ever  been  made  to  liberty  for  that  object.  The  free  states 
have  never  had  a  single  exclusive  privilege  'conceded'  to  them.  Tlie  slave  states  enjoy  iilK  the' 
other  constitutional  rights,  privileges  and  guarantees,  in  common  with  the  free  slates.  All  the 
'concessions'  have  been  for  their  exclusive  benefit.  And  now  a  final  'concession'  is  demanded  by 
them,  of  the  suppression  of  constitutional  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  still  lor  the  sake  it  is 
said  of  W7U071 ;  but  in  reality  of  slavery !  And  a  multitude  of  patriotic  'unionists'  in  Uie  free 
states,  are  for  'conceding'  those  rights  also !  What  is  any  'union'  worlii  without  thoss  rights  ? 
And  what  ki-nd  of  'patriotism'   is  that,  which  prefers  such  'union'  to  liberty  1 

Much  noise  has  been  made  about  the  'interference'  of  the  abolitionists,  with  tiie  legal  rights 
of  the  slaveholders  ;  the  insinuation  being  always  as  before  remarked,  an  illegal  'interference  ' 
"The  abolitionists  in  the  free  states  have  not  a  legal  right,  to  jxiss  lutes  to  abolish  slavery  in  ihe 
slave  states;  nor  have  they  ever  claimed  or  sought  or  proposed  to  exercise  any  such  right.  But 
they  have  a  constitutional  and  legal  right,  to  make  abolitionists  of  the  slaveholders;  which  will 
produce  the  same  effect;  and  they  have  the  legal  right,  to  use  all  liie  just  and  legal  moral  means 
before  enumerated,  for  that  purpose.  And  tiiese  are  all  the  legal  rights  they  claim  or  have  sought 
to  exercise,  in  relation  to  slavery  or  its  abolition.  They  fre«ly  admit,  that  according  to  (he  cor- 
rupt and  wicked  customs  of  the  slave  states,  slavery  is  a  legal  right,  or  rather  wrong;  but  they 
say  it  is  not  a  just  or  Divine  right,  like  the  rights  which  God  has  given  to  all  men  ;  that  it  is  a 
right  established  by  wicked  custom  only,  in  plain  violation  of  Divine  rights  ;  or  in  other  words, 
that  it  is  a  legalized  wrong  or  sin  ;  and  as  such  they  have  not  only  a  legal  right,  but  are  under 
the  highest  moral  or  Divine  obligations,  to  attack  and  destroy  it,  in  a  legal  manner  and  by  legal 
means.  They  seek  to  abolish,  not  any  rights  that  are  guaranteed  by  the  constitution  ;  but  wrongs 
that  are  not  guaranteed  by  it.  They  say  that  God  never  gave  the  right  of  slavery,  but  forbade  it 
under  the  penally  of  death;  and  man  therefore  ought  to  abolish  it  instantly.  The  means  the  ab- 
olitionists use  for  that  purpose,  are  not  only  strictly  moral  but  strictly  legal;  and  they  will  use 
no  other ;  becauso  there  is  no  necessit}'  they  should.  They  will  neither  break  Ih;:  constituljon 
nor  constitutional  laws  for  that  purpose.  There  is  no  necessity  tliey  should.  The  conslitutiori 
(Amendments,  Art.  1,  &c.)  guarantees  to  them,  ample  privileges  and  ftieans  to  destroy  slavery; 
and  provided  they  can  have  the  free  use  of  these,  they  desire  no  other.  These  privileges  and 
means  they  derive  from  God,  as  was  shown  in  the  First  Lecture.  But  they  are  still  further  pr 9- 
tecled,  because  'guaranteed'  by  Ihe  constitution.  Under  the  protection  of  this  instrument,  they 
have  a  constitutional  right  to  pass  resolutions  (not  law?,)  against  slavery  in  the  slave  stales;  and 
lotalk,  write,  print,  distribute,  preach,  pray,  harangue,  lecture  and  inveigh  against  the  abomina- 
tion, as  much  as  they  please  in  any  pan  of  the  union  ;  all  which  means  will  finally  destroy  sla- 
very, as  effectually  as  express  laws  will;  because  like  other  crimes,  slavery  cannot  bear  (heir  ap- 
plication. So  one  state  has  no  legal  right,  to  'interfere'  with  slavery  in  another  state,  by  passing 
la7cs  to  abolish  it  there.  But  they  all  have  a  constitutional  right,  to  pass  resolutions  against  it;  let 
it  exist  when  and  where  it  will.  And  each  state  legislature  has  a  constitutional  right,  to  pass 
resolutions,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  any  othei  state  legislature,  or  the  laws  and  cusloms  and 
public  acts  of  any  other  state.  So  they  all  have  the  same  right,  to  'interfere'  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress,  in  the  same  way;  and  congress  with  them.  Slates  speak  by  legislative  and 
conventional  resolutions,  on  all  subjects  whatever.  This  is  the  only  way  they  can  speak;  a  fact 
that  shows  the  practice  must  be  censtitutional.  All  other  bodies  or  assemblies  of  men,  every 
where  in  the  United  States,  except  slaves,  (and  this  exception  is  made  by  slave  custom  only;  not 
by  the  constitution,)  have  the  same  constitutional  right,  for  the  same  reason.  And  whatever  is 
not  prohibited  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  considered  as  legal,  if  the  state  consti-' 
tutions,  laws  and  customs  permit  it;  and  none  of  these  constitutionally,  do  or  can,  prohibit  the 
freest  use  of  moral  means  to  abolish  slavery.  Public  bodies  or  assemblies  of  men,  have  the  same 
right  to  express  their  sentiments,  that  private  individuals  have.  And  all  men,  even  slaves,  have 
a  Divine  right,  to  express  their  opinions  on  all  subjects  whatever.  And  all  constitutions,  laws 
Or  customs,  tliat  prohibit  the  free  exercise  of  this  great  fundamental  right,  are  eternal  wrongs  or 
crimes,  obnoxious  to  the  Divine  displeasure.  The  pretence  therefore  so  common,  that  slave- 
holders only,  have  the  exclusive  constitutional  and  legal  right,  to  examine,  discuss  and  decide, 
upon  the  merits  of  slavery,  is  as  false  as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  rights  ofotUers. 

Like  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Law  of  Nations  permits  slavery  ;  simply  by  not 
'interfering'  with,  preventing  or  hindering  it.  It  does  not  interfere  with  slaveiy  in  any  way.  It 
also  allows  the  right  of  slave  rebellions;  the  same  that  oor  forefathers  exercised,  when  they  re- 
volted against  British  tyranny  ;  a  right  that  has  been  frequently  exercised  by  oppressed  people. 
LiUo  iho  Common  Law,  the  Law  of  Nations  is  derived  chiefly  from  the  Law  of  Nature ;  and  most 
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of  its  rules  arc  excellent  accordingly.  And  what  few  blemislifts  or  defeats  it  contains,  (of  wliicit 
the  foregoing  omission  is  one,)  are  like  those  of  the  Common  Law,  caused  by  the  enoroachments 
of  aristocracy  on  human  riglits, 

I  will  hero  notice  the  blaspliemous  pretence  of  the  Entailmcnl  of  slavery ;  just  as  if  crime  can 
justify  crime;  as  if  the  crimes  of  our  ancestors  could  justify  our  own  ;  as  if  sin  and  crime  once 
commenced,  could  be  transmitted  down  from  generation  to  generation,  so  as  to  absolve  posteri- 
ty from  guilt;  as  if  wickod  laws  and  customs  continued  in  practice  by  tlio  'donees  in  tail,'  oould 
produce  such  absolution  ;  and  as  if  a  sufficient  accumulation  of  wrongs,  could  at  length  make  a 
great  wrong  become  right.  Tt  is  frequently  said  Uy  way  of  apology  for  the  present  slaveholders, 
that  they  did  not  introduce  slavery;  they  found  it- 'entailed'  on  them  as  a  misfortune,  of  which 
they  cannot  rid  themselves  ;  but  are  obliged  to  endure  it,  &c.  It  would  seem  from  their  eonduct 
however,  that  iftliey  really  considered  slavery  as  tlieir  'misfortune,'  it  is  one  of  which  they  are 
extremely  fond,  considering  the  barbarously  illegal  means  they  make  use  of,  to  preserve  the  'en- 
tailment.' Strange  'misfortune'  this;  that  those  who  endure  it  should  strive  with  all  the  means 
they  iiave,  both  good  and  bad,  to  secure  its  perpetuity!  At  the  adoption  of  the  national  consti- 
tution, they  stipulated  for  the  continuance  ol'llic  foreign  slave  trade  twenty  years;  and  so  long 
only  through  regard  to  llioircwn  interest;  and  have  carefully  guarded  and  fortified  their  'misfor- 
tune,' by  laws  of  increasing  rigor  ever  since  1  They  have  procured  the  admission  of  two  new 
slave  states,  wheso  constitutions  forbid  the  abolition  of  slavery  ;  and  are  now  endeavoring  to 
procure  the  same  admission,  of  the  horde  of  slaveholders,  felons,  outlaws,  and  other  criminals, 
collected  in  that  'valley  of  rascals,'  Texas,  in  llie  name  of  liberty,  but  in  reality  to  introduce, 
protect  and  increase  this  'misl'ortune  !'  ftlen  do  not  commonly  love,  what  they  really  consider 
as  their  'misfortunes  ;'  and  this  conduct  of  the  slaveholders,  proves  the  hypocrisy  of  the  pre- 
tence. 

Let  us  ccaminc  its  morality  .  for  it  seriously  goes  the  horrid  length  ot"  justifying  sin  by  custom! 
— which  we  saw  in  the  First  Lecture,  only  increased  its  guilt  and  enormity.  Many  of  our  re- 
publican citizens  who  can  clearly  discern  the  guilt,  of  violating  or  taking  away  a.  part  of  a  per-- 
son's  rights,  (especially  if  he  have  a  white  skin,)  appear  to  act  as  if  they  believe,  that  if  the  zoAo^c 
of  those  rights  can  bo  once  taken  from  innocent  persons,  and  withheld  from  the  owners  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time,  it  is  right  to  continue  to  withhold  them  ;  or  that  perseverance  in  crime  at 
length  justifies  it  !  So  powerful  an  influence  has  wicked  custom,  to  rec^'icile  men's  conscien- 
ces to  crime.  But  it  is  customary  crimes  only,  that  thus  blind  the  consciences  of  the  American 
people  ;  as  their  moral  sense  of  other  crimes  habitually  proves.  What,  for  instance,  would  they 
think  of  the  morality  of  a  plea,  set  up  by  a  criminal  indicted,  under  our  laws,  for  murder,  that 
his  ancestors  had  been  in  the  habit  of  committing  murder  before  him  ;  or  that  in  his  native  coun- 
try murder  is  a  settled  custom  1'  Yet  this  plea  is  just  as  moral  as  the  pretence  under  considera- 
tion is.  It  is  a  great  sin,  to  imitate  the  sins  of  ©ur  ancestors  in  practice  ;  vide  Matt,  xxiii  31,  32, 
Lukexi  47,  48,  Acts  vii  51,  52,  and  many  other  passages.  The  crimes  of  our  ancestors  can  ne- 
ver justify  our  own.  Neither  can  those  of  our  neighbors  or  cotemporaries.  Sin  can  never  ex- 
cuse sin  ;  for  if  it  could,  nobody  could  ever  contract  guilt  and  suffer  conviction  and  punishment, 
either  hero  or  hereafter.  Nay,  nobody  would  ever  need  justification  through  Christ's  atone- 
ment 1  The  pretence  is  most  stupidly  and  recklessly  blasphemous.  Nor  have  the  abolitionists 
over  blamed  the  present  slaveholders,  for  the  origin  or  commencement  of  slavery  ;  though  thoy 
may  suffer  for  it,  (vide  Ex.  xx  5,  xxxiv  7,  and  several  other  passages);  but  only  for  their  continu- 
anca  in  the  practice  ;  persevera'ice  in  sin  being  as  bad  or  worse  than  its  commencement.  Those 
who  first  introduced  slavery,  as  well  as  all  but  their  present  living  successors  in  the  practice, 
are,  together  with  tho  victims  of  their  oppressions,  dead  and  gone  to  judgment;  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them,  but  to  shun  their  wicked  example.  Nor  have  the  abolitionists  ever 
charged  the  present  slaveholders  or  their  supporters,  with  tho  guilt  of  any  but  their  own  acts;  — 
for  though  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  origin  of  slavery,  they  yet  are  for  its  continuance.  Nor 
is  there  any  thing  in  the  pretence,  of  the  inabilitij  of  the  present  slaveholders  to  emancipate  their 
slaves;  except  thaf  of  their  own  making.  They  first  tie  themselves,  and  then  say  they  are 
hound,  and  cannot  got  loose  from  laws  of  their  own  making.  They  first  make  wicked  laws  a- 
gainst  emancipation,  and  then  excuse  themselves  by  saying,  that  they  cannct  Ze^a/Zj/ emancipate; 
— that  is,  they  'take  advantage  of  their  own  wrongs;'  just  as  if  sin  could  excuse  or  justify  con- 
tinuance in  sin  ;  or  as  if  wicked  laws  and  gustoms  of  men,  could  justly  nullify  the  Law  of  God  I 
Nothing  can  bo  wickeder  than  such  laws,  made  to  perpetuate  crime,  a.nd  jncvcnt  men  from  prac- 
tising righteousness  1 — vide  Matt,  xxiii  13.  But  it  is  false  that  the  slaveholders  cannot  emanci- 
pate. No  man  was  ever  yet  under  the  'neccssitij'  of  committing  ein,  or  continuing  in  the  practice 
of  it.  Tho  m:ijority  of  the  slaveholders  can  repeal  thesa  wicked  laws;  and  just  as  easy  as  they 
made  them.  And  if  they  will  not,  the  minority  can  disregard  them  by  voluntary  manumission, 
and  'submitting  to'  their  penalties;  and  if  the  laws  afterwards  drag  tho  manumitted  slaves  ia 
bondage  again,  their  skirts  are  clear ;  vide  Jer.  ii  31,  Ezo.  iii  19-21,  xxxiii  9,  Acts  xviii  6,  xx  26. 
It  is  as  safe  and  easy  to  quit  the  practice  of  slavery,  as  it  is  that  of  intemperance  or  any  other  bad 
habit.  Every  resident  slaveholder  in  the  union,  can  put  an  end  to  slavery  on  his  own  planta- 
tion in  a  day  ;  and  most  of  thorn  in  an  hour ;  and  were  they  as  mueh  disposed  to  work  righteous- 


ii'iess  as  tliey  ought  to  ba,  they  would  all  do  so.  Tlie  slaveholders  want  none  but  moral  ubijity 
lo  abolish  slavery.  Had  they  the  same  inclination  they  liavG  physical  ability,  slavery  would  be 
abolished  in  a  week,  all  over  the  United  States. 

Equally  futile  is  the  attempt,  to  fasten  the  blame  of  slavery  in  the  United  State?,  on  the  British 
Government ;  just  us  if  the  crimes  of  that  government,  could  justify  those  of  others  !  That  gov- 
ernment, like  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  and  tlie  Law  of  Nations,  had  no  agency  in  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  the  colonies.  It  did  not  assist  nor  prohibit  such  introduction  at  all  ; 
nor  did  it  do  any  thing  to  support  the  practice,  after  its  introduction,  ft  simply  did  nothing  at 
ail  in  relation  to  it.  but  the  colonists  did  encourage  the  slave  trade.  They  purchased  the  siavca 
from  t!ie  men-stealers  who  inported  them  ;  and  thus  created  a  market  for  tho  traffic.  Nor  wero 
they  under  any  compulsion  to  purchase.  It  was  a  voluntary  act  of  their  own  ;  and  to  them  more 
than  to  the  British  Government,  belongs  the  guilt,  of  the  first  introduction  of  American  slavery. 
That  government  was  to  blame  for  not  prohibiting  the  trade  at  first,  and  for  not  abolishing  it  af- 
terwards ;  as  the  slaveliolders  are  now.  Bnt  the  chief  blame  in  both  cases,  rests  on  the  colonial 
slaveholders  themselves. 

I  will  here  make  another  passing  remark,  respecting  the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  to 
slates.  The  reception  of  petitions  from  the  poorest  and  vilest  of  persons,  is  an  attribute  or  pre- 
rogative of  the  Almighty ;  and  for  man  to  deny  it,  must  therefore  be  blasphemous.  For  a  worm 
of  tho  dust  to  assume  prerogatives  higher  than  his  Maker,  is  a  stretch  of  impiety,  that  none  but 
the  greatest  criminals  would  dare  to  indulge  in.  Nor  is  apprehended  abuse  of  this  right,  any  just 
reason  for  its  denial  any  more  than  for  the  denial  of  auy  or  all  the  other  rights.  It  should  also  be 
remarked,  that  this  right  is  by  the  common  consent  of  mankind,  considered  so  sacred,  that  it  is 
not  denied  in  any  country  on  the  globe,  except  in  the  U.  States.  This  country  has  carried  its 
blasphemous  audacity  farther,  than  tho  most  absolute  despots  have  heretofore  dared  to  do. 

I  will  here  in  conclusion,  make  a  few  remarks,  respecting  the  legal  right  of  Congress,  to  abolish 
tiavery  and  the  slave  trade,  in  the  District  ofColun)bia,  and  the  Territories  under  tiie  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Congress  has  the  same  power  over  the  District  and  Turiitorie.i  by  the  con- 
stitution, (.Art.  1,  Sec.  8,  Art.  4,  Sec.  3.)  that  every  other  sovereign  state  has  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. All  states  have  a  constitutional  right,  to  abolish  crimes  within  their  lin)its  ;  and  do  con- 
stantly exercise  this  ri^ht.  They  are  called  'sovereign'  because  they  possess  this  among  other  sove- 
reign or  constitutional  rights;  and  could  not  be  'sovore;gn'  unless  they  did  possess  it.  It  is  also  tho 
Divine  duty  of  such  states,  to  abolish  all  crimes  among  tlieii  subjects  ;  as  the  Scripture  passages 
already  quoted  prove.  Their  moral  obligation  is  within  their  jurisdictions,  the  same  as  that  of 
individuals.  Congress  has  therefore  the  undoubted  legal  right  and  duty,  to  abolish  the  crime  of 
slavery  within  those  jurisdictions;  the  same  that  it  has  to  abolish  all  other  crimes,  and  for  the  sanra 
reason  ;  because  slavery  is  a  crime.  Nobody  doubts  the  legal  or  constitutional  power  of  con- 
2;rcs.s,  to  abolish  the  crimes  of  murder,  rape,  common  robbery,  counterfeiting,  forgery,  &c.  in 
those  places;  and  were  it  not  for  the  moral  blifldness  and  depiavity  produced  by  slavery,  nobod3r 
would  doubt  its  right  to  abolish  that  also.  And  in  fact  nobody  ever  has  doubted  or  preten- 
ded to  doubt  this  power;  but  every  body  admitted  it,  till  very  recently;  when  the  subject  of  abo- 
lition has  boon  seriously  agitated.  Statesmen  in  every  part  of  the  union,  until  lately  unanimous.-. 
fy  concurred,  in  the  existence  of  this  right  in  congress  ;  all  believing  in  the  existence  of  this 
power,  as  much  in  the  ease  of  one  crime  as  another.  The  one  case  is  on  its  merits,  as  plain  as 
;inother;  slavery  being  as  great  a  crime,  as  is  or  can  be  committed  within  those  jurisdictions. 
This  is  tho  principal  reason,  why  the  various  state  legislatures  in  the  free  states,  abolished  slave- 
ry within  their  limits  ;  bccau.*e  like  murder,  &c.  it  was  a  crime;  and  as  such  it  was  their  sove- 
reign right  and  duty,  to  abolish  it  without  thejeast  hesitation  or  unnecessary  delay.  Nor  has  con- 
gress any  more  right  to  look  to  consequences,  in  the  abolition  of  this  crime,  than  in  the  aboli- 
tion of  other  crimes  and  criminal  practices.  If  slavery  be  a  high  crime  and  on  all  accounts  de- 
structive of  human  happiness,  (as  nobody  can  honestly  doubt  it  is,)  it  is  the  imperative,  moral, 
political  and  religious  dut.y  of  congress  to  abolishit  within  those  jurisdictions  immediately, 
without  any  regard  ^io  supjiosed  or  imagineb  evil  consequence,s. 

It  is  contended  by  some  that  congress  has  no  right,  to  abolish  the  rcs^eii  riglds,  alias  vested 
wrongs,  of  the  slaveholders,  in  the  District  and  Territories  ;  just  as  if  sin  could  become  honest- 
ly 'vested,'  and  of  course  juitified,  by  long  customary  indulgence  in  it;  for  this  is  the  morality  of 
the  pretence.  But  this  is  not  true;  if  those  'vested'  rights  are  unjust.  Every  slave  right  is  an  o- 
tornal  wrong  or  crime  ;  and  every  wrong  or  crime  ought  to  be  instantly  abolished.  It  is  no  in- 
jury to  any  man,  to  deprive  him  of  his  unjust  rights,  or  rather  his  wrongs;  or  to  liisturb  him  it( 
their  exercise.  No  man  ought  ever  to  be  permitted,  to  exercise  any  unjust  rights  for  a  mo- 
njent  ;  whether  they  be  'vested'  or  not.  This  doctrine  is  well  understood  to  be  true  in  every 
other  case.  liCast  of  all  ought  those  riglits  that  :ir(i  mala  in  se,  like  that  of  slavery,  to  remain 
'vested'  in  any  body  for  a  moment.  To  call  slave  'rights'  by  that  name  is  a  misnomer.  To  con- 
vey truo  idfcas  of  their  real  nature,  they  ought  always  to  be  called  slave  lerongs.  Every  'vested 
light'  to  commit  crimes  is  a  vested  wrong  merely  ;  ami  ought  to  bo  immediately  abolished.  A- 
fi'olition  in  the  I)istrict  and  Territories  would  restore  to  the  slaves,  that  which  justly  belongs  lo 
ihcui ;   and  would  deprive    their  owners-  of  nothing  that  over  juotly  bclungcd  to  them;  and  of 


course  no  injustice  will  bo  danu,  and  someljoily  IjuBclilti^il  ami  iiohudy  injured  liy  the  moasurp. 
Tho  [iretcncc  is  founded  on  the  nssumptiori,  tliat  custum  jnsfilies  crinia  or  criminal  o\vncrslii|); 
whereas  it  only  ugi;r;ivatcs  iho  crime.  As  to  the  ui*hus  fil'lhc  slaveiioldors  :  their  just  and  vir- 
tuous desires  ought  to  be  consuiled;but  not  their  criminald  desiresi.  Their  desire  to  retain  their  shite- 
ry  for  instance,  (which  is  a  'vested  right'  to  connnit  crimes  only,)  ought  justly  to  be  disregarded. 
Tnotime  already  passed  by  them  in  the  sin  and  guilt  or'slavery,  ought  to  sulFiue  to  procure  their 
contented  and  cheerful  accjuiescenco  ;  vide  Iv/.e.  xliv  G, — xlv  9, — Acts  xvii  30  — 1  Pet.   iv  3. 

It  is  also  contended  by  tnany,  that  the  latter  part  of  Art,  5,  of  the  Arnendnienls  to  the  consti- 
tulion,  commencing  with  'nyr  be  deprived'  Sic,  prohibits  congress  fr<jrn  emancipating  slaves  in 
the  District  and  Territories,  without  compensation  &,c.  To  tliis  1  reply  ;  First;  that  the  slaves 
(who  aie  'persons')  h^'e  been  'deprived  ofliberly'  ejther  wilhor  without  'duo  process  of  law.' 
If  tliey  AfliJc  been  thus  dcpiived,  tlion  the  law  for  their  emancipation  must  also  be  'due  process'  ; 
one  law  being  as  much  'due  process'  as  another.  Jf  tJicy  have  not  been  tiius  deprived,  there  is- 
an  end  to  the  direction  of  want  of 'duo  process;'  for  the  slaves  having  been  'deprived  of  liberty' 
without  'due  process,'  are  all  fiee  under  the  constitution.  And  if  it  be  further  contended,  ihnb 
'due  process'  means  writs  and  olhvr  judiciu I  process,  then  I  say,  that  as  the  slaves  have  aeveB 
been  'dejjrived  of  liberty'  by  such  process,  they  are  all  free  under  the  constitution.  And  furthe!' 
I  iay,  that  by  tho  words  of  this  Article,  every  slave  in  the  United  States,  is  entitled  to  his  freedom 
under  the  constitution  1  So  much  for  the  'giiaraiitce' ofslavery  by  this  instrument!  Secondly; 
by  emancipation,  congress  will  not  take  the  slaves  for  'public  usQ;'arid  'I'hirdly,  as  the  Article 
expressly  says  'just  compensation,'  we  are  not  al  lilM;it,y  to  suppose  it  applies  to  cases  ofu7ijust 
comi)cnsation,  as  all  slave  eompensatioii  clearly  is ;  as  luis  beon  already  fully  proven. 

And  as  to  apprehended  evil  consequences  lo  result  from,  such  abolition  such  as  creating  un- 
easiness among  the  siirroimding  slaves,  affording  an  asylum  to  uiiiaways,  example  to  the  slave, 
states,  (which  are  not  'evil'  consequences)  &c.j  how  easily,  as  Mr.  Stanton  justly  remarks, 
can  the  slaveholders  avoid  the  effects  of  those  supposeci  consequences,'  simply  hy  abolishing 
slavery  themselves  !  This  simple  remedy  is  not  6nly  a  divine  duly,  bat  is  perfectly  safe  and 
sure,  and  highly  advantageous  both  to  slaveholders  and  slaves  5  as  has  been  abundantly 
shown.  The  slaveholders  may  thus  turn  all  these  'consequences,'  into  the  greatest  blessings 
to  themselves  and  their  friends  i  .ind  if  they  will  not  avoid  'evil  consequences'  of  their  own 
procuring,  by  tho  easy  application  of  a  safe  and  righteous  remedy,  the  sin  and  blame  of  the 
neglect  or  refusal,  will  rest  only  on  themselves.  As  the  District  and  Territories  now  are,  thej^ 
are  an  'asylum'  only  for  slaveholders  and  other  criminals  ;  who  if  thej  had  justice  done  them., 
would  soon  be  provided  with  another  kind  of  'asylum.'  The  disgrace  which  every  where  at- 
taches to  the  national  character,  in  consequence  of  the  slave  marts  and  auctions,  and  other 
slavery  in  the  District,  as  well  as  the  injury  done  to  the  cause  of  republican  principles  and 
freedom,  is  so  great,  that  the  injuries  they  produce,  ought  to  be  terminated  as  soon  as  possible. 
And  as  no  bad  consequences  cati  follow  the  measure,  unless  they  are  the  voluntary  produce 
ofslavery,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  national  legislature,  will  soon  have  sufllcicnt  justice  and  VV^'j 
dom  given  it,  to  adopt  it  without  unnecessary  delay.  '^ 

The  same  is  tho  moral  and  religious  duty  of  the  legislature  of  every  slave  state  ;  and  for  the 
same  reasons.  All  the  legislatures  of  the  slave  states  are  bound,  by  the  highest  obligations, 
(Divine  obligations,)  that  can  bind  mankind,  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions immediately,  by  law,  without  any  regard  to  'consequences.' 

I  ought  in  conclusion  to  remark,  that  those  who  have  insisted  so  loudly,  that  the  abolition- 
ists are  violating  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  are  seldom  kncv\n  to  express  any  indignation, 
at  the  reckless  actual  violations  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  not  merely  by  mobs 
and  slavite  fanatics,  but  by  southern  legislatures,  for  the  suppression  of  tho  abolition  enterprise. 
Notwithstanding  the  perfect  notoriety  of  the  dreadful  fact.'?,  that  either  by  unconstitutional 
slave  legislation,  or  tho  spirit  of  mobocracy,  or  both  together,  constitutional  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  against  slavery  and  in  favor  of  its  abolition,  are  utterly  prohibited  and  sup- 
pressed in  the  slave  states,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  in  sohie  of  the  free  states,  they  man- 
jle^t  no  indignation  or  alarm  on  account  of  it  I  It  is  only  tho  particular  kind  of  pretended  vi- 
olations of  the  constitution,  by  the  abolitionists,  that  they  are  concerned  about.  They  are 
shocked  at  all  'interference'  with  the  'rights' of  slaveholders  ;  but  consider  the  customary  'inter- 
ference' of  the  latter,  to  destroy  all  the  rights  of  their  own  slaves,  conuust  every  way  just  and 
proper!  The  right  ofslavery  is  wit'lithcm  aacred.  Hut  the  total  destrucUoii  oti  all  other  rights 
"31VC3  thcni  DO  trouble  at  all! 
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iOtli  Obj.  —Injury  to  Slaves. 

It  is  earnestly  and  confidently  asserted,  by  persons  who  were  never  known  before,  to  be  mo- 
ved or  affected  by  any  other  source  of  injury  to  slaves,  that  the  abolitionists  are  doing  more 
hurt  than  good  lo  the  Blavns,  by  (heir  mista-ken  philanthropy  ;  that  timj  are  increasing  the  se- 
venty of  their  treatment,  rivetmg  their  ebains, increasing  the  'necessary'  rigors  of  their  bondage. 
And  tbis  false  notion  seems  to  have  attained  some  credence,  even  among  honest  people;  who 
dread  lest  the  slaves  should  be  injnrej,  by  th<?  benevolent  exertions  now  making  in  their  be- 
half.    Let  us  examine  the  merits  of  the  pretenee. 

Suppope  this  fal.^e  charge  (o  be  true.  thaiUhe  abolilionisls  really  are  riveting  the  chains  of  the 
slaves  the  tighter,  andwhat  would  if  prove  ?  VVhythat  they  are  doing  just  what  the  slaveholders 
want  thev  should  do!  Why  t!ien  need  ihe  latteror  their  friertds  complain.  They  have  no  in- 
tention ofemancipating  their  slaves  themselves  ;  and  wish  ta  secure  their  enslavement  in  the 
most  efTectual  manner.  According  to  the  pretence  then,  they  ought  to  be  grateful  to  the  abo- 
litionists, for  their  valuable  assistance  and  support  in  the  defence  of  slavery;  instead  of  an- 
Bthematieing  and  persecuting  them  as  they  do.  Certain  it  is  on  their  own  showing  by  this 
charge,  that  they  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  abolition  measures;  yet  strange  to  tell,  they 
and  their  friends  are  '.lie  only  persons,  who  do  coniplain  of  ihcm!  And  equally  strange  is  it, 
that  Ihe  slaves  who  arc  said  to  be  the  only  persons  injured,  are  extremely  anxious  for  the  in- 
crease of  abolition  exertions ! !  Is  it  possible  tor  a.  pretence  to  be  true,  that  is  contradicled  by 
such  conduct?  And  if  the  denunciations  of  the  abolitionists,  have  fortified  slavery  and  retar- 
ded }'s  abolition,  by  enraging  the  slaveholders,  then  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  must  have 
fortified  heathenism  for  the  same  reason  ;  for  that  preaching  met  with  the  same  opposition  at 
first  that  abolition  prcaciiing  now  does  !  Moreover,  if  opposition  to  slavery  will  increase  the 
sufferings  of  slaves,  why  did  God  command  men  to  make  sucli  npposilkin?  Would  lie  issue 
commands  injurious  to  His  creatures  !    Can  'injury'  result  from  obedience  to  his  perfect  Laws  ! 

It  is  said  the  slaveholders  hold  thoir  slaves  with  a  'firmer  grasp,'  in  conseciuencc  of  abolition 
efforts.  So  did  Pharaoh  the  Hebrews;  but  did  this  render  Ihe  conduct  of  Mcses  and  Aaron 
improper?  So  did  the  British  goverment  seize  the  colonies  with  a  'firmer  grasp,'on  account 
of  the  resistance  made  to  its  tyranny.  Such  resistance  always  increases  the  rage  of  tyrants  at 
first.  So  did  the  heathen  idolators  hold  to  their  superstitions  and  abominations,  with  a  'firmer 
grasp,'  in  consequence  of  the  preaching  of  the  apostles  ;  and  used  mobs  and  all  manner  of  per- 
secution to  sup|)ort  them.  The  most  savage  laws  were  made  and  enforced,  to  protect  the  'pe- 
culiar institutions'  of  the  heathen.  So  did  the  Pope  and  his  tool*  hold  to  catholic  superstitions 
and  abuses,  with  a  'firmer  grasp,'  on  account  of  the  preaching  of  Luther  and  the  other  reform- 
ers; who  did  not  delay  the  reformation  'two  hundred  years'  by  such  preaching  neither;  as  it  is 
said  the  abolitionists  have  abolition  by  theirs.  None  of  those  corruptionists  wero  any  more 
willing,  to  tolerate  what  they  called  'error  of  opinion,'  than  the  slaveholders  now  are,  by  leav- 
ing their  'reason  alone  to  combat  it.'  They  knew  very  well,  as  the  slaveholders  now  know, 
that  mere  Treason  could  not  support  their  'peculiar  institutions' ;  but  that  if  left,  to  its  unrestrai- 
ned operation,  it  would  quickly  destroy  them.  Hence  they  all  passed  laws  as  the  slavehol- 
ders now  do,  to  restrain  reason  entirely,  from  all  'intorfereucc'  with  their  'peculiar  institu- 
tions.' 

The  charge  of  the  pretence  i.s,  that  the  abolitionists  compel  the  slaveholders  to  use  increased 
severity  towards  the  slaves,  to  insure  their  own  safety.  If  it  be  meant  in  the  same  sense, 
that  the  operation  of  good  laws  compels  criminals,  to  tho  exercise  of  greater  caution  in  the 
commission  of  crimes,  tiiere  is  considerable  plausibility  in  the  charge,  however  fjlse  it  may  bo 
in  reality  ;  for  such  laws  sometimes  'cause'  Lhieves  and  other  rogues,  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ; 
and  thus  compel  them  in  the  sense  of  the  pretence,  to  use  more  caution  and  pains  in  pracfismg 
their  villany.  The  moral  restraint  of  abolition  is  as  troublesome  to  slaveholders,  as  legal  res- 
traint is  to  other  criminals.  The  charge  also  cannot  he  true  in  any  other  sense  but  this,  be- 
cause slavery  is  one  of  tho  greatest  crimes  that  can  be  committed  ;  and  if  it  wore  not,  mere 
intellectual  and'^nior;>l  opposition  to  if,  would  produce  no  danger  to  those  who  practice  it,— 
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^Viloevei  fears  an)  Jangor,  from  sudi  opposition  to  his  Tiiiiious  aciiona  or  principles?  NonG 
l)ut  crimiiiaU  ever  yet,  iiad  any  such  fear.  Slavery  itself  has  nothing  to  fear,  if  it  is  right,-  and 
if  it  is  vvrcjng,  it  ought  to  bo  destroyed.  And  suppose  the  charge  to  be  true,  in  Lhe  cases  un- 
der consideration  ;  are  the  laws  in  the  one  case  and  the  effi>rts  of  the  abolitionists  in  the  oth- 
er, wrong,  or  to  blame  ?  Nay  rerily;  they  are  tho  more  virtuous  and  meritorious,  because 
they  expose  criminals  to  danger.  Laws  and  other  measures  that  render  crimes  hazardous, 
must  be  jood  means;  and  those  who  use  theoi,  deserving  of  praise  rather  than  hiaine.  Ad- 
mitting the  truth  of  the  charge;  the  objectors  will  still  be  obliged  to  prove,  that  slavery  is  a 
virtuous  practice,  and  that  the  slavehold  rs  have  ajusl  right  to  pursue  it;  for  if  it  is  not,  the 
abolitionists  are  justifiable  ,  for  how  can  they  incur  guilt  or  deserve  blame,  for  causing  danger 
to  criminals  in  the  practice  of  ilieir  crimes  ?  There  is  no  more  justice  in  blaming  the  aboli 
(ionisls  in  such  a  acse,  than  in  blaming-  an  officer  nf  the  law.  for  punishing  a  condemned  cri:ii- 
inal.  The  true  Ulame  would  still  rest  against  slavery  ;  not  against  abolition.  What  would 
be  thought  of  the  morality  of  a  man,  who  instead  of  blaming  a  criminal  for  the  commission  of 
murder,  should  blame  the  Icnc  that  punishes  him  !;  or  should  blame  the  various  officers,  judges, 
&c.  who  enforced  the  law  !  Yet  the  morality  of  this  pretence  is  precisely  the  same  ;  because 
abolition  endangers  nothing  hut  injustice  and  crime,  ll'a  man  be  punished  fur  crime,  the  pu« 
ni&hmentand  all  the  other  consequences  to  him,  are  chargeable  only  to  his  guilt.  In  the  same 
manner,  the  consequences  attending  tile  practice  of  slavery,  ni  all  times  before  its  abolition,  are 
chargeable  only  to  the  guilt  of  slavery.  Those  only  who  commit  sin  are  responsible  for  its 
consequences  ;  not  those  who  punish  or  otherwise  endanger  it. 

It  is  pretended,  that  the  abolitionists  produce  this  necessity  for  additional  severity,  by  agi- 
tating the  subject  of  slavery,  and  thereby  rendering  the  slaves  uneasy  and  rebellious  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  It  is  pretended,  (not  proved,)  that  the  slaveholders  are  obliged  to  use  in- 
creased rigor,  in  order  to  govern  their  slaves  as  before.  It  is  not  pretended,  so  far  as  I  know 
or  believe,  that  the  abolitionists  have  advised  or  encout&ged  this  pretended  increase  of  rigor  ; — 
forit  is  notorious,  that  they  have  uniformly  imjjlored  the  slaveholders,  to  release  their  victims 
from  bondage,  and  treat  them  with  humanity,  justice  and  equity.  This  alleged  increase  of  the 
rigors  of  slavery,  cannot  therefore  be  l)ecause  the  slaveholders  have  been  misled,  by  liie  ad- 
vice or  e.tample  of  the  abolitionists  ;  but  because  they  have  acted  contrary  to  both.  Had  they 
followed  them,  all  danger  whether  fancied  or  real,  would  have  disappeared  long  ago  ;  and  of 
course  this  pretended  'necessity'  could  not  have  existed.  It  has  not  often  been  pretended, 
that  the  abolitionists  have  advised  or  encouraged,  the  slaves  to  insurbordinalion  and  rebellion. 
This  falsehood  is  too  glaring  and  notorious,  to  render  its  frequent  use  advisable.  It  is  main- 
tained only  in  particular  places  and  on  special  occasions.  And  as  to  'agitation,'  in  the  da»r 
gerous  sense  of  the  term,  the  abolitionists  do  not  'agitate'  slavery  at  all.  It  is  abolition  tli^ ' 
'agitate,'  and  press  upon  the  country  ;  and  there  is  no  danger  in  that,  as  we  have  clearly  seen. 
Nor  does  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  they  treat  slavery,  tend  at  all  to  increase  its  dangers; 
but  greatly  to  lessen  them,   both  to  master  and  slave;  as  we  shall  presently  explain. 

'Necessity,'  of  his  own  producing,  is  always  the  tyrant's  plea  ;  and  in  the  present  case,  it 
is  said  to  be  a  'necessity'  that  abolition  (not  slavery)  creates.  A  similar  excuse  ('necessity' 
produced  by  temptation,)  was  first  used  at  the  fall  of  man — vide  Gen.  iii  12,  13  ;  and  never 
was  a  crime  committed  since,  without  some  kind  of  'necessity'  as  an  excuse  for  it.  It  has 
been  set  up  thousands  of  times,  to  justify  criminal  opposition  to  the  true  religion,  and  all  man- 
ner of  righteousness.  The  same  kind  of  'agitation'  and  disturbance  produced  by  it,  were  char- 
ged by  ancient  corruptionis/s,  on  our  Saviour  and  the  pio[)hets,  apostles  and  martyrs,  namely, 
that  by  the  proclamation  of  the  truth  and  righteousness,  they  raised  cvcitcnKnt  and  i)roduced 
trouble  and  danger— vide  1st  Kingg  xviii  17,  18,  xxi  20,  Luke  xxiii  2,  5.  10,  14,  John  xi  48, 
Acts  xvi  20,  21,  xvii  5-7,  xix,  23-41,  xxi  28,  and  other  passages.  The  Jews  said  it  was  they 
the  reformers,  (not  the  corruptions  of  the  times,)  that  created  disturbance,  and  raised  the  'ne- 
cessity' for  opposition  to  tlicir  preaching.  Luther,  Calvin,  Knox,  Wesley,  and  all  other  groat 
reformers,  had  the  same  false  charges  brought  against  them.  Luther  and  his  fiillowers  were 
charged  with  the  guilt  and  responsibility,  of  all  the  massacres  of  the  prolestants  by  tho  catho- 
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lies*  just  as  the  Roman  emperors  pretcndod  tlicy  were  'compelled'  to  persecute  llie  mailyrs. 
The  protestant  massacres  were  'necessarj'  the  Pope  said,  to  extinguish  the  heresy  introduced 
by  Luiher  ;  and  that  he  and  the  other  heretics  only,  were  responsible  lor  the  guilt  of  those 
massacres.  So  the  blame  of  our  revolutionary  troubles,  was  charged  by  the  IJiitish  govern-. 
tiient  and  the  lories  on  the  leaders  of  the  revolution.  These  men  that  government  pretend- 
ed (not  its  own  oppressions,)  fomented  the  rebellious  spirit  of  the  colonies,  and  thus  'com- 
pelled' the  government,  to  the  exercise  of  greater  severity,  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
n^essary.  So  all  the  blame  of  the  'horrors  of  St.  Domingo,'  was  charged  by  the  French  go- 
vernment on  the  negroes;  as  it  is  by  slaveholders  and  their  advocates  yet.  The  blame  of  the 
revolutionary  troubles  m  Ireland,  Greece  and  Poland,  was  thrown  on  the  patriots  who  fought 
for  freedom  in  those  unfortunate  enterprises.  Such  false  pretences  are  very  common  in  his- 
tory. All  tyrants  make  them  of  course  ;  aiid  none  but  lyrunts^  and  other  criminals,  were  ever 
ktioion  to  'inake  them.     No  other  persons  are  ever  found  wicked  enough  to  make  them. 

That  slavery  is  the  only  real  and  true  cause,  of  the  pretended  dangers  falsely  charged  on  a- 
bolition,  is  thus  easily  proved.  Were  all  human  slavery,  and  other  oppression,  no>v  wholly 
abolished  'incendiary  circulars'  of  every  description  might  be  multiplied  and  circulated  ad  infi- 
nitum, without  producing  the  slightest  dangerous  effect  to  any  body.  But  so  long  as  s'avery 
is  supported,  the  greatest  dangers  will  always  attend  the  practice,  to  every  body  concerned  in 
or  effected  by  it;  and  eitlier  with  or  without  'circulars'  of  any  description.  These  facts  prove 
clearly,  that  these  pretended  dang-ars  do  not  exist  in  the  nature  of  abolition,  or  in  that  of  (he 
means  used  to  promote  and  procure  it;  but  .n  that  of  slavery  alone.  Were  the  slaveholders 
now  totally  to  abobsh  slavery,  the  truth  of  this  dnctrine  would  appear  in  a  week.  For  were 
the  'incendiary  circulars'  of  the  abolitionists,  to  be  multiplied  and  circulated  a  million  fold,  af- 
ter such  abolition,  they  would  not  produce  the  slightest  dangerous  effect.  If  their  desi<;n  really 
was  rebellious  excitement,  every  body  would  despise  their  falsity  and  ridicule  their  o!)j(;ct.- — 
Such  'circulars'  intended  to  'excite'  the  free  people  of  this  country,  would  only  be  laughed  at; 
as  well  known  falsehoods  always  are.  Thus  is  it  clearly  proven,  that  it  is  the  moral  corrup- 
tion engendered  by  slavery  alone,  that  has  produced  all  the  'increased  rigors'  of  slavery,  whe- 
ther real  orprete.ided  ;  all  the  horrors  of  'Lynch  law,'  or  mob  outrage  and  murder,  and  all  the 
other  breaches  of  the  constitution,  since  the  commencement  of  the  abolition  controversy  ;  and 
the  guilt  of  them  all  will  at  the  'great  day,'  be  imputed  only  to  the  supporters  of  slavery. 

It  is  sometimes  said  tliat  the  slaveholders  have  never  injured  the  abolitionists  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter have  therefore  no  right  to  injure  (hem.  I  readily  grant  that  the  abolitionists  have  no  right  to 
injure  the  slaveholders,  Whether  the  latter  have  injured  them  or  not  ;  nor  have  the  abolitionists 
ever  attempted  to  injure  them,  by  attempting  to  abolish  slavery  with  the  means  ihoy  use  ;  as 
has  bfon  abitndaintly  shown.  The  righteous,  voluntary  abolition  of  slavery,  cantiot  work  inju- 
ry to  any  body.  The  relinquishment  of  unjust  rights  never  yet  did  or  can  'injure'  any  person. 
He  loses  nothing  by  such  relmquishment  that  justly  belongs  to  him  ;  how  then  can  he  be  in- 
jured by  it  ?  But  it  is  not  true,  that  the  slaveholders  have  'never  injured'  the  abolitionists. 
Whoever  injures  my  neighbour,  injures  me  and  all  mankind  j  as  the  Law  of  God  and  the  com- 
mon law  both  declare.  And  as  aboliti)n  works  benefit,  so  slavery  in  all  its  effects  and  con- 
sequences, works  constant  injury  and  nothing  but  injury,  to  all  mankind.  It  injures  them  by 
the  dangerous  precedent  it  sets.  For  if  it  be  held  right  to  enslave  any  part  of  mankind  inno- 
cent of  crime,  it  is  of  course  held  right  to  enslave  the  whole;  and  thus  the  freedom  of  the 
whole  is  continually  endangered  ;  as  the  present  moral  and  political  crisis  in  this  country  fully 
demonsitratcs.  It  injures  all  mankind,  by  the  manifold  corruption,  tyranny,  poverty  and  mis- 
ery it  produces,  and  tends  every  where  to  produce.  There  is  not  an  abolitionist  living,  but 
who  has  in  more  ways  than  one,  been  personally  injured  by  slavery.  The  common  law  cor- 
rectly supposes  this  consequence,  in  the  case  of  public  wrongs  and  injuries  ;  of  which  slavery 
is  one  of  the  greatest— vide  4  Blac.  Com.  5,  6.  U  might  as  well  be  pretended,  that  a  criminal 
sentenced  for  his  crimes,  has  'never  injured'  the  court  and  jury  who  try  him,  or  the  officers 
Vfh6  execute  the  sentence;  and  that  they  have  therefore  'no  right'  to  try,  seutcnce  and  punish 
him  ;  as  that  the  abolitionists  Imvc  'no  right'  to  attempt  to  abolish  slavery  l)y  just  and  legal 


liiaaiis,  lor  want  of  personal  injury.  Whoever  injursa  an  innocent  person,  injurei)  me  and  ali 
:nankind  ;  for  the  plain  and  obvious  reasons  here  given.  Besideg,  the  protCHce  does  in  effsct. 
deny  Ihe'right  to  'deliver  the  oppressed,'  though  God  has  commanded  it  as  a  duty  ;  and  is  there- 
fore blasphemous.  The  Bible  does  not  say  'deliver  the  oppressed,' prot-t-iet/  such  deliverance 
does  nor 'injure'  the  oppressors.  The  oft  reprated  command  is,  to  'delher  them'  at  all 
events;  without  any  restriction,  exception  or  qualification.  And  this  command  is  obli"atory  on. 
all  mankind,  slaveholders  as  well  as  others.  All  mankind  are  thus  under  a  Divine  obligation, 
to  attempt  to  abolish  slavery  immediately  ;  and  those  who  have  power  to  to  make  the  attempt, 
incur  heavy  guilt  every  moment  they  neglect  it.  Nor  is  it  true  that  the  abolitionists,  are  un- 
friendly to  the  best  interests  of  the  slaveholders.  They  are  unfriendly  to  their  crimes  only, 
And  they  manifest  their  friendship  for  them,  by  proposing  for  their  adoption,  tho 
only  best  disposal  of  slavery  that  can  be  made. (the  disposal  that  God  has  comman- 
ded) in  order  to  promote  and  secure  their  own  best  intere3ts,bolh  temporal  and  eternal ;  as  has 
been  clearly  shown.  How  thendo  the  abulilionisis  'injure'  them?  Thus  also  does  the  falsity  of 
tho  pretence  appear,  that  they  are  the  'enemies'  of  the  slaveholders  ;  as  they  are  commonly 
said  to  bo.  They  arc  the  best  and  only  real  friends  the  slaveholders  have  ;  vide  Ps.  cxli  5,Prov. 
SKvii  6.  Th«  slaveholders  are  their  own  worst  enemies  ;  (Prov.  x  17,  xii  1  ;)  and  next  to  Ihem- 
seli/es  are  those,  who  endeavor  to  sustain  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  slave  rights. 

But  the  pretence  of  'increased  severity'  is  as  false  in  fact  as  it  is  in  principle.  An  extensive  and 
careful  inquiry  at  the  anti-slavery  office  in  the  city  of  l>fe\v  York,  has  proven,  that  the  general 
treatment  of  slaves  al  the  south,  is  better  now  than  it  was  before  the  anti-slavery  excitement 
began.  This  result  was  to  have  been  expected,  as  the  natural  effect  of  the  excitement.  When 
the  wicked  conduct  of  bad  people  is  watched  and  criticised,  published  and  severely  censured, 
without  their  ability  to  arrest  or  control  the  criticism  and  censure,  they  always  become  more  cir- 
cumspect in  their  wickedness.  This  eflect  uniformly  follows  such  causes.  Nor  has  the  agita- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  slavery  and  abolition,  rendered  the  government  of  slaves  more  difTicult. 
It  has  rendered  it  even  less  so  ;  by  rendering  the  slaves  more  patient,  submissive  and  cheer- 
ful. This  result  was  also  to  be  expected,  as  the  efldct  of  the  excitement.  So  long  as  the 
slaves  know  their  friends  are  at  work,  endeavoring  to  eSTect  their  liberation  by  effectual  means, 
and  that  the  number  and  zeal  of  those  friends  is  increasing,  the  ray  of  hope  which  such  know- 
ledge imparts,  will  render  them  peaceable  and  patient.  It  ia  despair  only  that  urges  men  to 
rebellion.  Besides,  many  of  the  slaves  doubtless  know,  that  the  abolitionists  use  none  but 
moral  and  religious  means  to  procure  their  liberty  ;  and  utterly  disclaim  and  condemn  the  use 
of  any  other;  and  they  will  therefore,  for  tho  sake  of  their  friends,  continue  to  bear  their 
grievous  oppressions,  with  patience  and  resignation.  For  these  very  natural  reasons  it  is,  that 
slavery  is  less  dangerous  to  the  slaveholders  now,  than  it  was  before  the  excitement  began. 

But  inasmuch  as  the  pretence  indirectly  imputes  guilt  to  the  abolitionists;  let  us  examine 
the  truth  of  this  imputation.  For  the  sake  of  testing  it,  let  us  suppose  it  actually  true,  that 
the  abolitionists  do  render  the  practice  of  slavery,  more  dangerous  to  the  slaveholders  than  it 
used  to  be.  When  and  where  and  by  what  ju.st  law  I  ask,  was  it  ever  held  a  cri7ne,  or  cause 
of  guilt  or  a  guilty  cause,  to  render  a  wicked  practice  or  crime  more  dangerous  to  criminals  2 
Certainly  it  is  not  by  the  Law  of  God,  or  by  the  common  law,  or  by  any  other  just  law  ;  for 
those  laws  themselves  render  crimes  more  dangeious  to  criminals.  If  we  do  not  ourselves 
commit  crimes  for  the  purpose,  nothing  else  that  we  can  do  to  render  crimes  more  dangerous 
to  criminals,  can  incur  moral  guilt.  We  can  ofTend  against  none  but  criminal  laws  or  moral 
wrongs  by  so  doing;  and  such  ofTenca-  is  righteousness  only.  If  onr  acts  offend  against  no 
just  law,  we  work  righteousness  instead  of  sin.  Even  therefore  if  the  pretence  were  i/'ue,  it 
must  first  be  shown,  that  the  abolitionists  have  broken  just  laws  by  their  conduct,  before  they 
can  justly  be  chargeable  with  moral  guilt.  The  absnrdity  of  the  consequences  of  a  contrary 
doctrine,  show  the  falsity  of  the  charge.  For  according  to  the  spirit  of  it,  all  the  legislators 
who  make  just  laws  for  the  punishment  of  crimes,  all  the  judges  and  executive  officers  who 
enforce  and  execute  such  laws,  and  all  who  expose  and  denounce  those  who  violate  them, 
must  themselves  commit  crimes  and  incur  moral  guilt,  by  so  doing  ;  for  they  ronder  the  prac- 
tice of  crime  more  dangerous  !     The  spirit  of  the  pretence  is,  that  moral  opposition  to  immo- 
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ral  aciioiiE  or  crimes  is  wrong,  because  it  may  expose  Ibe  criminals  to  danger  ;  whieh  expos- 
ure is  one  principal  object  of  laws  made  against  crimes  J  And  supposing  tlial  in  consequence 
of  the  increased  danger  to  crime,  from  the  operation  of  such  laws,  the  criminals  should  be  un- 
der the  'necessity,'  (as  it  is  called  in  the  case  of  slavery,)  of  committing  additional  crimes,  to 
screen  themselves  from  the  danger  of  punishment  ;  would  the  guilt  of  those  additional  crime* 
be  justly  imputable  to  those  legislators,  judges  and  officers  !  Would  the  additional  sufteringa, 
«f  the  victims  of  those  'necessary'  crimes,  be  justly  chargeable  to  their  account  ?  Certainly 
not  ;  because  they  did  right  in  making  and  enforcing  the  laws.  And  yet  it  is  just  as  clear, 
that  thfy  were  the  'causes'  of  the  pretended  'necessity'  of  those  additional  crimes  and  suffer- 
ings as  that  the  abolitionists  are  the  'cause,'  of  the  pretended  increase  of  slave  dangers  and 
clave  cruelties.  On  the  same  ground  guilt  would  be  imputable  to  God  ;  for  he  renders  the 
commissien  of  crime  infinitely  dangerous  !  !  When  a  criminal  is  punished  for  a  crime,  many 
causes  usually  operate  to  produce  the  punishment.  All  the  steps  taken  to  produce  that  eflfect 
are  operative  causes  ;  bui  the  only  guilty  cause,  is  the  crime  itself  for  which  punishment  is  in- 
flicted ;  and  the  criminal  is  the  cnhj  guilty  actor,  to  whom  all  the  guilt  is  imputable.  And  alt 
the  actors,  except  the  criminal  himself,  are  innocent  actors  ;  innocent  not  only  oflhe  suffer- 
ings of  the  criminal,  but  of  those  of  his  victims.  So  it  is  in  the  principal  subject  under  consid- 
eration. Were  it  as  true  as  it  is  false,  tiiat  the  treatment  of  the  slaves  is  more  rigorous  than 
it  used  to  be,  still  slavery  ip  the  only  guilty  cause  of  that  pretended  mcrease  of  rigor,  and  the 
tilaveholdcrs  and  their  supporters  the  only  guilty  actors  in  if.  The  acts  of  the  abolitionists  ui 
Buch  case  are  innocent  acts  ;  and  not  only  innocent,  but  righteous  and  highly  mesiforious;  being 
performed  in  obedience  to  the  Law  of  God.  Terrible  persecutions  followed  the  mission  of 
the  apostles.  Dreadful  massacres  followed  the  preaching  of  Luther,— yet  the  efforts  of  the  a- 
pustlcs  and  of  Luther,  to  overthrow  the  corruptions  of  their  times,  were  among  the  most  right- 
eous and  meritorious  acts  they  ever  performed.  And  the  imputation  of  guilt  to  the  aboliiion- 
jstB,  involves  the  blasphemous  absurdity,  of  pronouncing  the  Saviour,  and  all  the  prophets,  a- 
poslles  and  martyrs,  criminals  !  Nay,  it  involves  the  still  higher  blasphemy,  of  imputing  guilt 
to  God  himself,  in  obedience  to  whose  commands  they  all  acted  ! ! 

Besides,  there  cannot  in  reality  be  any  'necessity' for  increased  rigor,  because  there  is  none 
for  the  continuance  of  slavery.  1  never  heard  any  such  'necessity'  pretended,  except  by  g-rad- 
ualists  ;  and  they  had  no  right  to  pretend  it— because  the  pretence  is  false,  as  before  shown. 
Any  resident  slaveholder  can  at  any  time,  put  an  end  to  the  practice  in  an  hour;  and  thus 
deUver  himself  from  this  'necessity,'  whether  it  be  real  or  pretended.  The  abolitionists  have 
a  just  right  and  duty  both,  to  prosecute  all  their  measures  ;  but  the  slaveholders  have  no  such 
right  or  duty  to  continue  slavery.  Abolition  is  'necessary.'  for  God  has  commanded  it ;  slave- 
ry is  not,  for  Eie  has  forbidden  it.  There  is  no  more  'necessity'  for  it  than  there  is  for  murder. 
Slavery  alone  'causes'  all  the  'necessity'  for  its  rigors  and  cruellies  ;  and  since  it  is  itself  un- 
necessar^f,  as  all  sin  is,  all  the  guilt  of  those  rigors  and  cruelties,  attaches  to  the  slaveholders 
and  their  supporters  alone. 

The  proclamation  of  the  truth  against  error  and  crime  is  always  a  good  and  holy  work,  let 
the  consequences  to  ourselves  or  others  be  what  they  may.  The  object  of  the  abolitionists  ia 
to  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes,  by  removing  their  source  and  origin— slavery.  And  lei 
what  may  happen  to  the  slaves  or  to  any  body  else,  on  account  of  their  righteous  exertions,  they 
are  guiltless  of  sin  in  the  premises  ;  and  will  stand  justified  at  the  bar  of  God.  All  the  goilt 
of  the  horrors  preceding  emancipation,  will  be  charged  by  the  Almighty  Judge,  to  the  account 
of  their  guilty  opposers;  vide  Eae.  jii  18,  19,  xviii  10-13,  xxii,  xx.\iii  2-5,  Acts  xviii  6,  sx  2G, 
27,  2d  Tim.  iv  8. 

It  is  difficult  to  discover  how  the  measures  of  the  abolitionists,  have  been  a  cause  however 
innocent,  in  (he  usual  sense  of  the  term,  of  the  alleged  increase  of  the  rigors  of  slavery.  Not 
'  until  the  enemies  of  abolition  can  prove  that  righteousness  can  produce  the  'necessity'  of  com- 
mitting crimes,  will  they  also  be  able  to  prove,  that  abolition  is  a  real  'cause'  of  that  alleged 
increase.  The  practice  of  rijhteousness  can  never  produce  any  criminal  'necessity'  whatever. 
We  have  seen   how  those  measures  have  been  a  V suse,'  of  tho   real  decrease  of  those  rigors  ; 


9f 

and  how  can  measures  directly  and  powerfully  calculated,  to  weaken  and  dejiroy  an  mstuu- 
tion,  help  to  increase  it  or  any  of  its  effects  !  There  surely  must  ba  some  other  'cause'  tor 
euch  'increase.'  But  liad  there  been  a  real  increase  of  those  rigors,  it  is  still  certain,  that  the 
abolitionists  have  never  advised  nor  aided  nor  encouraged  the  slaveholders,  to  the  use  of  any 
such  rigors  whatever.  Nor  have  they  ever  given  ihem  the  least  just  provocation,  to  treat  their 
claves  with  crueliy.  They  liave  never  slandered  the  slaveholders;  for  they  have  never  told  »- 
ny  thing;  but  the  truth  respecting  them  ;  and  iliai  is  no  slander  ;  and  ought  not  in  such  a  casa 
to  be  any  libei.  Nor  is  doing  one's  duty  ever  a  just  provocation  in  any  ease.  Obedience  to 
the  commands  of  God,  entreating  men  to  desist  from  the  practice  of  iniquity,  and  exhorting 
them  to  the  practice  of  righteousness,  are  never  just  provocations  to  sin  ;  for  if  they  be,  then 
Christ,  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles^  martyrs  and  reformers,  gave  abundance  of  such  pro- 
vocation !  Besides,  the  abolitionists,  so  far  from  having  encouraged  the  slaves  to  make  resist- 
ance, or  fomented  a  discontented,  uneasy,  rebellious  spirit  among  them,  have  uniformly  taught 
Bubraission  to  their  masters,  and  a  patient  endurance  of  their  grievous  oppressions.  And  so 
far  from  there  being  o;reater  danger,  of  slave  rebellions  now  tiian  formerly,  there  is  doubtless 
much  less.  For  so  long  ai  the  slaves  know,  (and  they  do  know.)  that  their  friends  are  labor- 
ing for  their  emancipation,  so  long  they  will  be  the  more  peaceable  and  quiet,  than  they  oth- 
erwise would  be.  3ope  always  inspires  quietness  ;  despair  always  urges  to  resistance.  Lei; 
the  present  abolition  efforts  cease  entirely,  and  the  danger  of  servile  rebellion  will  be  greatly 
increased.  The  spirit  of  liberty  is  kindled  by  nature  in  ihc  bosoms  of  the  slaves  ;  and  they  all 
well  know,  that  it  of  right  belongs  to  them.  I'his  spirit  may  be  smothered  for  a  while  ;  but, 
unlets  voluntary  emancipation  ensue  in  lime,  it  will  at  last  break  out  in  rebellion  like  a  vol- 
cano. It  will  be  impossibly  to  quench  this  spirit  in  ignorance,  in  a  country  that  resounds  with 
the  liberties  6.f  white  men,  tVoni  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  The  plain  truth  is,  the  abolition 
measures  are  net  a  'cause,'  of  any  alleged  increase  of  slave  cruelties,  in  any  just  or  proper 
sense  of  that  vi-ord  ;  for  they  do  not  'cause'  any  necessity  for  such  increase,  but  the  reverse  ;  as 
has  been  show^n.  They  are  made  the  eccasioii,  or  wicked  pre^fjice  or  pretext,  by  the  slavehol- 
ders, to  excuse  or  justify  themselves,  in  wreaking  that  revenge  on  their  innocent  slaves,  which 
they  are  unable  to  inflict  on  their  friends  the  abolitionists.  Any  pretences  will  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  tyrants ,  and  they  ahvays  attempt  to  justify  their  crimes,  by  false  pretences  amon^ 
other  wicked  means,  'i'heir  use  of  such  means,  illustrates  the  maxim  stated  in  the  First  Lec- 
ture, namely,  that  'crime  can  only  be  supported  by  crime.'  And  the  stale  criminal  pretence 
of  all  tyrants  is,  the  -nccessiiy'  of  committing  crimes,  to  support  other  crimes  committed  by 
themselves,  'caused'  by  the  righteous  conduct  of  their  violims  or  their  friend:--. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  few  slaveholders,  have  wreaked  their  malicious  vengeance  a- 
gainst  the  abolitionists,  on  the  persons  of  their  innocent  and  unoffending  slaves.  Well  authen- 
ticated cases  of  this  kind  can  doubtless  be  produced.  The  depraved  character  of  most  slave-- 
holders, renders  the  fact  too  probable,  to  need  other  proof  of  it.  But  this  dreadful  fact,  instead 
of  operating  to  deter  abolitionists,  from  the  discharge  of  their  righteous  duties,  ought  to  etimu- 
lato  them  to  gi-eater  cHorts  and  increased  zeal,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  such  horrors.  For  when 
they  observe  a  body  of  men  so  excessively  wicked,  as  to  punish  innocent  parsons,  for  the  pre- 
tended crimes  of  otliers,  they  fhould  redouble  their  righteous  e.Kcrlions,  to  deprive  thein  of  tha 
power  to  perpetrate  such  wickedness. 

It  is  characteristic  of  tyranny,  to  persecute  the  innocent  instead  of  punishing  the  guilty  f — 
and  to  punish  innocent  and  meritorious  acts,  under  false  pretences.  And  such  peri'ecation  is 
always  the  clearest  proof,  that  the  power  which  inflicts  it  is  unjust,  tyrannical  and  ivicked. 
Were  there  no  otlierproot  of  the  utter  sinfulness  of  slaver3',  tha  persecutions  of  ih^  abolition- 
ists and  iho  slaves,  'for  righteousness  sake,'  (Malt,  v  10-12,)  by  the  slaveholdtrs  and  their 
friends,  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  A  tree  which  produces  guch  bad /ru(<c, 
must  of  course  be  a  bad  tree  ;  and  all  the  protestations  and  prDfossions  of  slaveholders  to  the 
contrary,  can  never  disprove  the  charge.  No  matter  how  fair  and  beautiful  the  body,  bark, 
limbs,  leaves  and  flowers  of  a  tree  may  be  ;  if  ths/rw/J  bo  bad  the  whole  tree  is  bad.  The  con- 
duct ot'IN'cio,  Caligula  and  Robespierre,  wai  not  clearer  provf  of '/ittV  corruption,  than  that  of 
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thfc  gluvelioldeiis  i^  ol  llitiub. 

But  tl»o  rnosl  curious  part,  of  the  whole  subject  is,  that  the  objeel'ion  is  raiiscdj  out  of  pre? 
tended  piiy  af'd  tenderness  lo  tbe  slaves,/ by  persons  only  who  were  never  known  \before,  to 
tnanifeal  the  least  pity,  sympathy  or  indignation,  for  any  slave  wrongg  or  Kufil-rings,  except 
those  which  lhc\  say,  ihe  abolitionists  have  caused  !  Most  singular  indeed  is  it,  that  slave  rig- 
ore  and  cruelties  should  have  such  a  different  effect,  on  such  tender,  conscientious,  sympath- 
etic minds,  according  only  asthcy  are  inflicted  by  diff»;rent  agents.  The  only  porlion  of  their 
'southern  brethren,'  for  whom  tliey  have  any  sympathy,  is  the  criminal,  tyrannical  portion.— 
For  'ihose  who  are  in^  bonds,'  they  never  had  any  pity  or  sympathy,  or  'bowels  of  compas- 
sion' at  all !  !  Nor  do  these  tender  sympathisers  advise,  or  manifest  any  intention  or  desire 
lo  advise  the  slaveholders  to  abolish  slavery  and  release  their  victims  ;  which  would  prevent 
ihe  'necessity'  af  all  rigor  whatever.  They  well  know,  that  whether  the  abolitionists  prose- 
oute  their  measures  or  not,  yet  so  long  as  slavery  continues,  the  necessary  treatment  of  the 
elavcs  must  be  crwsZ.  Yet  they  manifest  no  solicitude  on  account  of  this  kind  of  necessity  ! 
They  are  perfectly  willing  the  colored  people  should  be  abused  to  any  extent,  provided  ihe  uh- 
otitionisls  do  not  abuse  Ihetn  !  They  care  not  who  else  abuses  the  slaves,  if  the  abolitionists 
do  not!  Nor  have  wc  the  least  reason  to  believe,  from  their  previous  conduct,  that  had  the 
abolitionists  never  appeared,  their  sensibililies  wou'd  ever  htive  been  disturbed,  by  all  the  slave 
cruelties  in  the  world.  It  is  only  the  particular  injuries  inflicted  by  the  aholUionists^  that  rend 
their  sensitive  and  virtuous  bosoms  ! 

llthObj. — Ancient  Prophecy. 

This  objection,  if  it  deserves  to  be  called  one,  is  soon  disposed  of.  It  assumes,  contrary  to 
all  the  evidente  in  the  case,  that  all  the  black  people  in  the  world  descended  from  Canaan,  who 
was  cursed  in  his  posterity  for  his  father  Hani'«  transgression;  and  therefore  it  is  just  and 
right  to  enslave  tha.m  ;  such  conduct  being  in  obedience  to  prophecy,  alias  the  express  eom' 
mands  of  God.  A  slight  theological  error  is  here  perceptible.  Prophecies  arc  not  Divine  com- 
mands. They  are  not  the  rule  of  christian  duty.  They  are  merely  histories  of  events,  rela- 
ted previously  to  their  occurrence.  Neither  does  the  fulfilment  of  prophecies  by  wicked  agents, 
leave  those  agents  guiltless,— vide  Ex.  iv  21,  vii  3,  13,  xiv  4,  17,  Deuf.  xxxi  16-18,  29,  Judg. 
ii  19,  Jer.  xxv8-14,  Hos.  ix  9,  Matt,  xviii  7,  Luke  xvii  1,  Rom.  is  22,  and  other  passages. 
For  if  they  were,  nobody  on  predeslinarian  principles,  could  be  guilty  of  sin  !  The  bondage 
of  the  Israelites  was  prophecied  of,  (vide  Gen.  xv  13,  14;)  but  yet  the  Egyptians  were  punish- 
ed for  it.  The  sufferinoe  and  death  of  our  Saviour  were  matter  of  old  prophecy;  yet  the  cor- 
rupt Jews  who  crucified  him,  and  their  posterity,  were  held  responsible  in  the  most  awful  pe- 
nalties, for  the  guilt  of  this  most  crimmal  transaction.  So  Chript  foretold  the  persecutions  of 
his  own  followers,  (vide  Matt,  x  16-23,  xxiv  9,  2d  Tim.  iii  12,  ^c.;)  yet  their  persecutors 
were  dreadfully  scourged  for  them.  Many  other  similar  cases  might  be  cited.  Besides,  the 
Scriptures  expressly  forbid  the  doing  of  evil,  that  good  may  come  of  it, — vide  Rom.  iii  S,  vi  1, 
15.  Let  people  beware  then,  how  they  commit  sin,  by  doing  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it, 
through  perverted  notions,  of  llio  innocent  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies. 

But  the  objection  is  as  false  in  fact  as  it  is  in  sentiment.  The  primeval  origin  of  nations  is 
involved  in  the  greatest  obscurity ;  but  from  all  the  evidence  there  is  in  the  case,  antiquarians 
arc  generally  agreed,  that  the  present  race  of  black  people,  descended  from  Cush,  another  son 
of  Mam,  (Gen.  .x  6,)  upon  whom  no  curse  was,  pronounced.  There  is  no  evidence  that  they 
descended  from  Canaan.  The  real  descendants  of  Canaan,  upon  whom  the  curse  actually 
fell,  were  the  Canaanitea,  (Gen.  x  15-18.)  who  settled  in  the  'land  of  Canaan,'  (Gen.  x  19, 
xiii  12-18,  XV  13-21,  xxvi  3,  4,  Ex.  xxiii  31,  Numb,  xxxiv  2-12,  &;c,)  the  boundaries  of  which 
are  well  defined  in  the  passages  quoted  ;  and  which  was  promised  to  Abraham  and  his  poster- 
ity, after  their  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage  ;  as  those  paseages  show.  And  the  prophet- 
ic curse  pronounced  upon  Canaan  was  fulfilled,  when  his  posterity  were  conquetred  and  eub- 
iccted  by  thclaraeliles  ;  vide  Deut.  i  7,  8,  xi  24,  xxxiv  1-4,  Josh,  i  3,  4,  1st  Kiiij's  iv  21,  Nth. 
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.;  8,  and  other  pasdagcs,  Tlio  obj-ielion  thus  talis  to  the  ^'round.  There  id  no  more  eviclencc 
■  .  show,  that  the  negroes  descended  from  Canaan,  than  that  the  Enghsh,  French,  or  other 
white  nations  did.  The  descendants  of  Canaan  could  not  have  been  black  people,  aa  the 
complexion  ef  their  posterity,  supposed  to  be  yet  residing  in  Syria  and  Palestine,  proves. — 
The  aeal  of  our  republican  patriots,  for  the  support  of  slavery,  has  outstripped  their  knowl- 
edge. They  ought  to  make  amends  for  past  blunders,  by  hunting  up  Bible  prophecy,  to  justi- 
fy Irish  oppression.  Perhaps  their  sagacity  will  yet  discover,  that  the  Irish,  the  Greeks,  the 
Poles,  and  all  the  whiteslaves  in  the  world,  are  descendants  of  Canaan  I 

Perversions  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  havo  often  been  used  to  justify  wicked 
practices  ;  but  a  meaner  perversion  was  never  made,  nor  for  a  wickeder  purpose,  than  the  one 
under  consideration.  Il  is  a  curious  fact,  that  there  have  always  been,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  authentic  history,  a  far  greater  number  of  white,  than  of  black  slaves  in  the  world.  And 
it  would  be  just  as  reasonable,  to  attribute  the  lineage  of  all  these  white  slaves  to  Canaan,  as 
that  of  all  the  black  ones.  It  would  if  possible,  be  less  unreasonable  and  blasphemous,  to  ar- 
gue inversely,  and  openly  declare,  that  the  condition  of  M  shves  both  white  and  black,  proves 
them  to  have  descended  from  Canaan,  or  Cain,  or  somebody  else,  under  a  prophetic  curse,  and 
therefore  it  is  just  and  right  to  enslave  them  ;  for  had  it  not  been  for  this  condition,  the  objec- 
tion would  never  have  been  thought  of!  Had  the  British  government,  for  instance,  conquer- 
ed and  enslaved  the  colonies  during  the  revolutionary  war,  it  would  have  had  just  as  good  a 
rigiit  to  pretend,  that  toe  were  descendants  of  Canaan,  as  we  have  to  pretend  the  colored  peo- 
ple are.  The  one  kind  of  blasphemy  is  no  more  absurd  and  wicked  than  the  other.  It  is  in 
truth  the  foundation  of  the  objeclion.  For  had  it  not  been  for  the  enslaved  condition  of  the  col- 
ored people,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  forge  perversions  to  apologize  for  it.  How- 
ever, as  one  false  pretence  or  'refuge  of  lies,'  is  just  as  good  as  another  for  so  wicked  a  pur- 
pose, we  frequently  find  professing  christians  who  protend  to  believe  in  the  Bible,  and  infidels 
who  do  not,  but  who  are  united  in  opposing  abolition,  resorting  to  this  blasphemous  pretence, 
to  justify  one  of  the  wickedest  of  all  practices. 

12th  Obj. — Impoteney  of  Anil- Slavery  Efforts, 

The  effect  of  this  objection  is  shockingly  blasphemous;  for  as  Abolition  is  a  part  of  God's 
Law,  it  does  in  effect  deny  the  ability  of  the  Almighty,  to  execute  His  own  will  I  The  cause  of 
abolition  is  the  cause  of  God  ;  and  tho^e  who  deny  the  possibility^  of  its  final  triumph  over  slave- 
ry, deny  in  effect  the  power  of  God,  to  destroy  iniquity  and  establish  the  reign  of  righteousness. 
They  also  deny  the  promises  of  God  for  that  [)urpose  ;  videPs.  Ixx;i2-17,  Isa.  xi  4-9,  xxxii  15-  ^^ 
18,  and  a  thou.sand  others.  Tiue  it  is,  that  God  for  purposes  inysfcrio'.iy  f-i  us,  often  permits  the-^ 
wicked  to  flourish  long  in  their  iniquities;  vide  Ps.  xxxvii  35,  Isa.  xiv  l:J,  14,  &c;  tlioiifih  their 
final  destiuction  is  sure,  as  the  connexion  shows.  But  none  of  God's  promises  can  fiiil  of  final 
accomplishment;  vide  Ps.  cii  25-27,  Isa.  li  6,  Matt,  xxiv  35,  &c.  And  true  it  is,  ihat  God  both 
in  his  ordinary  and  extraordinary  providence,  in  order  to  mortify  and  humble  human  conceit,  va- 
nity and  pride,  frequently  works  with  the  most  feeble  and  apparently  unlikely  means;  vide  Ps. 
viii  2,  Matt,  xi  25,  Isl  Cor.  i  25-29,  and  other  passages  ;  a  doctrine  most  strikihgly  exemplified, 
by  every  moral  if  not  political  revolution  on  record.  The  original  and  indeed  principal  agents 
of  such  revolutions,  from  the  prophets  and  apostles  downwards,  have  generally  been  poor,  ob- 
.scure  men,  destitute  of  property  and  friends,  and  having  no  other  weapons  but  the  'sword  of  the 
spirit.'  To  human  appearance,  they  were  among  the  most  feeble  and  unlikely  agents  that  could 
be  mentioned  ;  and  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  grnnt  anti-slavery  revolution,  affords  another  fino 
illustration,  of  the  truth  ofthe  doctrine;  as  al^o  of  the  harmony  in  it,  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  and 
Revelation.  The  appearance  of  such  agents  tends  to  provoke  this  blaspheous  objection;  but  so 
long  as  their  cause  is  that  of  God,  it  must  be  highly  blasphemous,  to  apply  it  either  to  the  cause 
or  its  agents.     Outlet  us  analyze  the  merits  ofthe  objection. 

It  is  one  point  in  the  policy  ofthe  enemies  of  abolition,  though  a  most  futile  one,  to  endeavor  to 
intimidate  and  discourage  abolitionists,  by  representing,  contrary  to  the  light-s  of  experience  and 
the  promises  of  God,  that  the  attainment  of  their  great'object,  (tlie  overthrow  of  slavery,)  is  im- 
possible. 'No  progress'  has  been  made  they  say,  towards  abolition  in  this  country  as  yet;  and 
pf  course,  according  to  their  predictions,  none  ever  will  or  can  be  made;  so  that  the  enterprise 
is  utterly  hopeless  and  useless.     But  this  is  very  strange  reasoning:  for  according  to  it,  'no  pro- 
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gress'  was  made  towards  British  emancipation,  previous  lo  tiiG  first  of  August  1834  !  All  the 
efforts,  labor*  and  sacrifices  of  the  British  abolitianists,  previous  to  that  time,  lias  been  ineffectu- 
al and  useless!  So  also,  in  digging  a  well  of  fifty  feet  deep,  if  water  bo  not  found  in  digging 
(lie  first  forty-nine  feet,  'no  progress'  is  made  towards  finding  it.  All  tiie  vreparations  for  e- 
mancipation  are,  it  seoras,  entirely  useless,  until  emancipation  actually  lakes  place  ;  and  there- 
fore, nobody  ought  ever  to  attempt  to  make  any  ;  just  as  nobody  ought  ever  to  attempt  lo  build  a 
house  ;  because  suoh  attempt  is  entirely  useless,  until  the  house  is  completely  finished  1  Yet  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous  as  this  pretence  is,  it  is  frequently  used. 

And  on  the  supposition  the  pretence  is  true  ;  if  the  means  used  by  the  abolitionists  are  so  weak, 
powerless  and  impotent,  as  to  be  useless,  and  produce  'no  effect,'  and  make  'no  progress'  tow- 
ards abolition,  what  becomes  of  the  pretence  of  danger  from  the  use  of  them  !  The  two  pre- 
tences flatly  contradict  each  other,  and  cannot  therefore  bolii  be  true.  They  are  in  fact  both  false. 
But  those  who  use  one,  would  if  they  were  not  reprobate,  be  ashamed  to  use  the  other;  tor  con- 
sistency's sake.  And  the  principal  reason  why  either  is  used,  is  because  reprobates  are  asham- 
ed of  nothing. 

In  the  spirit  of  this  pretence  is  the  oft  repeated  taunt  of,  'why  don't  you  go  to  the  south  and 
preach  abolition?  We  have  no  slaves  at  the  north;  such  preaching  is  useless  here'  &c.  Isluill 
noliee  this  taunt  again;  but  will  answer  it  for  the  present,  by  these  inquiries  :  How  can  this 
be  known  without  trial  7  Does  the  analogy  of  past  experience  confirm  its  tiuth'  And  why  are 
such  unusual  criminal  efforts  made  to  prevent  the  trial  ?  Why  are  the  just  laws  of  God  and  man 
violated,  and  the  rights  of  the  abolitionists  trampled  in  the  dust,  to  prevent  this  northern  preach- 
ing 1  Why  all  this  criininiil  opposition  at  iha  north  ?  Why  the  mobs,  the  'indignation  meet- 
ings,' the  bufToonry,  scurrility  and  blasphemy,  the  e.xecutive  recommendations,  the  legislative 
resolutions,  &c.  &c.,  to  prohibit  this  'useless,'  impotent,  ineffectual  preaching?  Why  all  these 
efforts  to  stop,  to  stifle  and  prevent  such  preaching  at  the  north]  Why  do  the  acts  of  these  pre- 
tenders, continually  contradict  their  pretences?     Let  them  answer  these  inquiiies  if  they  can. 

It  is  sometimes  said,  that  Ameiican  slavery  is  beyond  tbepowcr,  or  moral  influence  of  the  free 
states,  &c.  But  this  is  not  true.  The  moral  power  of  the  free  ytntes  united  against  American 
slavery,  would  make  a  total  end  of  il  in  a  few  years.  There  are  other  kinds  of  power,  besides 
physical  and  legislative  power;  and  uffar  moio  potenny  and  efficacy  than  either.  The  moral 
pdwer  of  the  truth,  which  is  the  Foiccr  of  God,  is  the  greatest  power  men  can  wield,  to  effect 
great  revolutions  in  society.  It  precedes  and  regulates  and  controls,  all  other  kinds  of  useful 
power.  See  the  description  of  it  in  2d  Cor.  .\  4,  6.  We  may  observe  the  truth  of  this  descrip- 
tion, in  every  case,  whore  this  power  has  been  skilfully  applied.  It  overthrew  the  heathen 
corruptions  of  the  Roman  Empire.  It  overthrew  the  corruptions  of  chrisitianity,  at  the  time  of 
the  reformation.  .\nd  wherever  it  can  be  t>killull}'  applied,  it  will  overthrow  even  slavish  cor- 
ruptions. Nothing  like  it  was  ever  known,  to  move  and  iiiHuence  and  control,  the  conduct  and 
actions  of  great  multitudes  of  men.  And  it  us  potent  now  as  it  ever  was.  Let  its  influence  once 
thoroughly  pervade  the  free  states,  and  it  will  soon  overthrow  slavery  in  the  slave  slates. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  with  less  powerful  means  than  iho  abolitionists  use,  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  United  States,  so  great  an  enterprise  might  never  be  acoomplished.  But  as  the  same  means 
under  less  favorable  circumstances,  have  heretofore  achieved  still  greater  wonders,  discourage- 
ment ill  their  present  use,  w'oulil  .bo  wholly  inexcusable.  We  know  iliat  the  simple  preaching 
of  genuine  cliristianity,  des^troyed  all  the  heathen  religions  and  abominations,  within  the  sphere 
of  its  influence.  And  were  true  chri>tianity  in  regard  to  human  oppression,  to  bo  universally 
preachcil  now,  it  would  soon  destroy  modern  slavery.  Tiiis  curse  can  no  more  stand  befiire  ihe 
light  of  gospel  truth,  than  idol  worship  or  any  other  abomination  ean.  Nor  will  sikiIi  preaching 
in  the  free  states,  be  ineffuclual  f'>r  such  a  purpose.  Neither  Luther  nor  Knox  nor  Calvin  preach- 
ed at  Rome.  Yet  the  Pope  felt  the  power  of  their  preaching,  as  much  perhaps  as  if  thoy  did. 
That  part  of  Christianity  wliich  applies  to  Human  Oppression,  has  been  entirely  silenced  in  all 
slave  countries,  because  slavery  could  not  exist  unless  it  were  silenced;  any  moie  than  A'ahome- 
tanism  or  Paganism  could.  Cieiuiine  Christianity  always  demands  li^ht  and  free  examination, 
(vide  Prov.  i'v  18,  &c.-.Matt.  v  14-lG,  IstThoss.  v  21, -1st  John.  1st  .5-7,  and  other  passages;) 
whereas  its  perversions  and  corruptions,  as  well  as  all  false  loligions  and  criminal  prac'.icos,  do- 
mand  darkness  and  silence;  vide  Job  xxiv  13-17,  Ps.  Ixxiv  20,  Isa.  xxix  15,  xxx  1,  John  iii  20, 
2d  Cor.  iv  2,  Eph.  v  11-13,  itc  The  Scriptures  abumlantly  teach  these  doctrines;  and  the  na- 
ture of  human  corruption  and  its  reformation,  abuiidaiuly  confirm  their  truth  ,  thus  proving  again 
also,  the  harmony  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Revelation.  .Ml  manner  of  criminal  means  have 
been  resorted  to,  even  in  this  enlighloned  country,  to  prevent  the  exhibition  of  the  true  doctrines 
of  Christianity,  in  r-^gard  to  Ihiiiihii  oppression  ;  because  the  enemies  of  liberty  know,  that  if  thes« 
doctrines  arc  preached,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of  chrisiiaiiily,  tbcy  will  destroy  slavery.  They 
know  that  genuine  Christianity  is  a  system  of  republican  liberty  and  equality;  that  it  grants  and 
guarantees  equal  ri!,'hts  to  all  mankind  ;  and  that  the  more  true  Christianity  is  iireached,  the  clear- 
er  will  (he  truth  of  this  great  doctrine  appear.  Liberty  is  so  necessary  a  doctrine  of  Christianity, 
that  it  is  made  a  tvpe  or  figure  of  deliveranfio  from  spiritual  bondage  ;  vide  John  viii  32,  Tlom.  vj 
\A,  18,  22,  vii  4,  G,  wWI.'li,  Cd  Cur.  lii  17,  G  .1.  ii  4,  lit  VS,  iv  ?,  v  1,  Jr,t  P.l.  ii  Ti,  and  iiumo. 
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row3  oUiQf  passages.  Pdrfcft  liuiuan  liberty,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  ii  llie  8pirit-*f  the  vvkot*. 
Scriptures  ;  us  a  comparison  of  the  numerous  passages  quoted,  and  hundreds  more  that  might  be 
quoted  will  show.  No  wonder  then,  that  tyrants,  whether  spiritual  or  temporal,  should  with- 
hold the  -key  of  knowledge*  from  their  slaves,  and  endeavor  to  shroud  true  Christianity  in  dark- 
ness; and  that  they  should  cleave  to  its  abuses,  perversions  and  corruptions,  as  the  'ark  of  safe- 
ty'to  their  slavi*  rights.  ..       ,.  A     u  k     1  I       .   r     . 

It  is  curious  to  hear  the  objection  under  consideration,  made  by  men,  who  have  heretofore 
proclaimed  the,loudesl|  of  jany,  the  effects  of  our  republican  institutions  and  example,  on  ths 
tyrannies  of  the  old  countries;  proclaiming  how  those  means  shake  the  thrones  of  the  tyrants, 
cause  them  to  turn  pale,  &.c.  Now  is  it  not  at  least-as  likely,  ihat  the  abolition  example  of  tho 
free  states  will  have  as  great  an  influence,  on  the  slave  tyrants  of  the  slave  states,  as  the  united 
example  of  ietA  will  have,  on  the  tyrants  of  the  old  «ountries  !  It  is  strictly  true,  that  our  repub- 
lican example  has  a  powerful  influencu  in  Europe  ;  but  this  influence  would  be  much  more  pow- 
erful ana  effectual  were  not  the  effect  of  it  neutralized  by  our  practice  of  slavery.  Yet  will  not 
the  proclamation  of  the  truth  here,  be  likely  to  produce  us  great  an  eftect  at  home,  as  it  will  in 
Europe  or  Asia  1  Nay,  will  it  not  much  greater?  And  how  can  those  corruptionists,  who  sup- 
port slavish  oppression  at  homo,  consistently  oppose  it  abroad ;  as  they  are  in  the  constant  habjt 
ofdoins?  And  why  do  they  not  boast  of  the  effect,  of  abolition  example  and  preaching,  at  homo 
as  well  as  abroad''  Have  they  less  love  for  liberty  in  their  own,  than  in  foreign  countries;  at 
do  they  regard  the  rights  and  happiness  of  foreigners,  less  than  those  of  their  own  countrymen? 
Or  do  they  desire  the  liberty  and  equal  rights  of  all  men,  in  foreign  countries  only  I  For  tha 
constant  and  consistent 'democratic'  practice,  of  our  American 'republicans  is,  to  contend  for 
freedom  abroad,  and  for  slavery  at  home  I  r   i    •  .•      .     .i 

But  to  return  to  our  course  of  argument.  There  is  nothing  like  the  exliibilion  of  christian  truth, 
ill  its  simplicity  to  remove  error,  and  promote  the  increase  of  righteousness  and  justice.  Wit- 
ness tho  heathen  reformations  just  quoted;  the  prolestant  reformation;  the  late  temperance  re- 
formation and  many  others.  All  the  genuine  liberty  in  the  world,  first  sprung  from  genuine 
christianitV  •  and  has  ever  since  been  preserved  by  its  influence.  And  wherever  such  liberty  has 
been  lost  it  has  been  tor  the  wantofthe  protection  of  such  chriMianity.  And  wherever  wicked 
errors  and  onnression  have  become  customary  in  christian  countries,  it  is  because  genuine  chris- 
tianitv  has  been  rejected,  and  a  false  one  substituted  in  its  stead.  This^is  the  only  true  reason, 
of  thJ  existence  of  Human  Oppression,  in  christian  countries.  Slaveholders  and  other  aristocra- 
tic tvrants  keep  srenuino  Christianity  concealed  from  their  victims;  and  thus  contrive  to  keep 
thern  ignorant  oppressed  and  degraded.  The  proper  means  to  reform  these  corruptions,  and 
vindicate  and  restore  true  liberty,  are  therefore  plain.  It  is  simply,  to  prtach  the  whole  gospel,  in 
itspurity  and  simplicity,  without  any  perversions;  as  already  stated. 

The  objection  under  consideration,  is  as  belore  remarked,  olasphemous  in  its  nature.  Consi- 
derinc  the  nature  of  tho  means  used,  to  effect  an  anti-slavery  reformation,  it  does  in  effect,  deny 
the  Power  of  God  to  work  reformation  from  sin  1  And  if  it  were  not  thus  blasphemous,  it  is 
eontradicted  by  facts.  In  every  case  on  record,  where  the  same  means  now  used  to  abolish  sla- 
very, have  been  thoroughly  applied  to  the  removal  of  wicked  customs,  they  have  sueceeded.  It 
is  only  where  the  appbcali.M.  has  not  been  attempted,  or  where  it  has  been  prevented  that  they 
have  ever  failed  •  if  indeed  such  want  or  prevention  can  be  considered  a  failure.  And  such  has 
alreadv  been  their  effect,  in  tins  very  corrupt  country,  tliat  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  left, 
of  thlulttm"te  extinction  of  our  slavery.  As  before  remarked,  the  objection  is  similar  to  an  at- 
ot  the  ultimjte  -^'^ii'"'  .,„„,,,„  „,-a  well  ;  by  arguing,  that  because  water  cannot  be  found  at  tha 
tempt  to  discourage  tl-dg^^^m^  T'^e  -.-«'»««'   '«-    "'^' l^*" 

eau'  gl^t^  format."  sca.iaoc  be  effected  instantly,  therefore  they  can  nerer  be  effected  1  The 
same  Kment'  was  used  a.an.st  the  Erie  canal  and  other  great  enterprises.  Had  ancient  re- 
formers been  discouraged  hy'such  'arguments,'  no  religious  or  moral  reformations  wou  d  ever 
have  taken  place  Christianity  itself  would  have  failed  ;  and  the  world  remained  involved  in 
helthenish  i^iior  mce  and  imn.orality.  Nay,  were  such  foolery  to  be  always  heeded  no  new 
cropwoulVtver  be  sown ;  no  new  house  built  or  other  enterprise  undertaken.      All  busmess 

^°AnA  vlt^the'^blasDhemous  question  is  often  tauntingly  put,  'what  good  has  abolition  done?'— 
Ulowrany  slave  has  it  liberated  ?'  I  answer;  it  has  liberated  800,000  in  the  B.itish  West  In- 
^ii^f^nrniin  in  St  Domingo;  3  000,000,  or  more,  in  South  America ;  and  false  reports  and 
,       e^c'e's -rd  l?r^^  Sn!  to  the    ont;a.y  .lotwithstanding,  ^ 

with  the  blessin"  of  God  according  to  His  promises,  lu  the  course  of  a  few  years  liberate,  ^500- 
000  or  rnor^slaves,  in  the  United  States;  and  will  finally  liberate  all  the  slaves,  amounting  to 
more  than  100  000  000  throughout  the  world  1  The  'signs  of  the  times'  to  this  effect,  are  loo 
Xn  !o  be  rnistaken.  The  'fountains  of  the  great  deep'  of  slavery,  are  beginning  to  break  up  : 
anfl  tb(.  flpliitfe  of  abolition  Will  finally  overwhelm  it,  with  utter  destruction. 

wte  nonfof  hese  '  S     perceivable,  it  would  be  no  less  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  nghteous- 
neJ;  to  'Sr  and  fain?nSt,'  for  tho  extirpation  of  slavery  and  all  other  abominations.     But  ac- 
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•;ortUng  to  usual  indications,  tliero  nevei  was  a  terunnaliou  hiA'uxa  pr'jjttCted,  tLal  hud  a  iix'tti  r 
prospect  of  ultimate  succbss  befyre  it,  than  il.'at  of  American  Abolition.  Keforiuations  ofevery 
kind,  owing  to  tfte  facilities  ofpnnt.iig  end  literary  coiijr.iui.icatioHS,  operate  with  vastly  greater 
rapidity,  than  they  formerly  jid.  Aiid  Ihcy  sUdom  gu  uackicards.  Their  march  is  onward,  with 
a  rapidity  proportioned  to  the  means  used  to  accelerate  them.  The  anti-slavery  reformation  now 
progresses,  with  the  greatest  rapidity  and  energy.  The  success  of  the  Erie  canal,  or  any  other 
great  project,  was  not  more  certain.  As  the  prospect  now  is,  we  have  the  besl-reason  to  hope 
and  bolieve,  that  within  the  next  succeeding  ten  years,  'every  yoke  in  the  United  States  will  be 
broken,  and  all  the  oppressed  go  free.' 

And  it  should  be  remembered,  that  it  is  the  enemies  of  abolition  only,  who  pretend  to  despair 
of  its  success.  Its  friends  exhibit  no  signs  of  discouragement .  but  the  contrary.  But  the  forniGr 
may  dismiss  their  apprehensions.  The  cause  of  God  is  invincible;  and  all  their  wicked  opposi- 
tion will  not  defeat  it.  But  their  perseverance,  in  the  bad  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  is 
worthy  of  imitation,  in  the  good  one  to  which  they  are  opposed.  Strange  is  it,  they  can  see  no 
reason  for  despair,  in  a  cause  opposed  to  analogy  and  the  promises  of  God.  In  the  cause  of  the 
devil,  they  profess  to  have  confidence ;  in  that  of  God,  none  at  all  I  But  their 'confidence'  is 
that  of  despair  only  ;  and  they  persevere  in  their  despair,  for  the  same  reason  the  devil  does;  to 
■gratify  in  some  way  if  possible,  their  habitual  hatied  aiidmaiieo,  against  the  truth  and  righteous- 
ness 1 


13th  Obj. — Bad  Motives. 


Christ  told  his  disciples  they  should  be  'blessed,  when  men  spoko  all  manner  of  evil  of  thom 
falsely,  for  his  sake,'  (vide  Matt,  v  10-22;)  that  is,  for  the  sake  of  the  righteousness  he  preached 
and  inculcated  ;  vide  also  1st  Pet.  it  19,  iii  14,  IG,  and  many  other  passages.  It  is  frequently 
easy,  to  speak  evil  of  men  truly.  But  it  is  just  a«  easy,  to  speak  evil  of  them  falsely  ;  because  it 
is  as  easy  to  lie,  as  to  tell  the  truth  ;  but  those  who  speak  evil  of  others  falsely,  'for  riglUcous- 
ness  sake,'  as  is  every  where  spoken  of  by  the  abulitionists,  commit  open  blasphemy, — vide 
Mic.  ii  2-4,  Matt,  xi  20-24,  Mark  ix  42,  John  viii  44,  45,  .\  32,  37,  38,  Acts  xviii  G,  2d  Thess.  ii 
10-12,  2d  Tim.  iii  8,  and  numerous  other  passages.  This  kind  of  opposition,  or  'speaking  evii 
of  the  tiuth,'  is  what  is  meant  by  direct  'blasphemy,'  in  the  Scriptures  ;  as  the  numerous  quota- 
tions show.  But  the  blessing  promised  to  those,  against  whose  righteous  acts  it  should  be  spo- 
ken, appertains  to  the  present  abolitionists  ;  for  their  acts  are  literally,  everywhere  'evil  spoken 
of;'  and  especially  their  motives;  'for  righteousness'  sake.'  But  mark  the  contradictory  nature 
of  the  chargo.  Their  cause  and  object,  and  all  the  means  used  to  effect  it,  are  good,  and  yet 
their  motives  are  fdsely  and  mendaciously  said  to  be  bad!  And  not  a  particle  of  evidence 
is  ever  oll'ered,  to  substantiate  these  base  charges.  Prima  facie,  the  motives  of  the  abo- 
litionists are  good  ;  and  without  some  proof  l€>  the  contrary,  to  support  those  criminal  charges, 
tliose  who  make  them  are  justly  obnoxious,  to  the  charge  of  the  basest  calumny.  The  Bible 
teaches,  that  'the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits;'  But  the  opposers  reveise  this  rule.  All  the  'fruits' 
of  abolition  are  good,  and  only  good  ;  as  every  case  of  immediate  emancipation  has  shown.  Vet 
its  opposers  assert,  contrary  to  Scripture  and  experience,  that  both  its  fiiends  and  their  motives 
are  bad  !  Most  of  the  abolitionists  are  also  men  of  fair  characters,  unblemished  reputations  and 
exemplary  behaviour.  Very  strong  proof  will  be  requisite,  to  satisfy  the  virtuous  and  honest 
part  of  community,  that  the  moUves  oi  such  people  are  bad. 

But  notwithstanding  tiiese  facts,  the  country  has  lung  with  the  false  charges  against  abolition- 
ibt3,  of  trri/.-^un,fanaUcism,  incendiarism,  sectarianism,  amalgamation,  political  designs,  S,'c.  ; — 
and  wiili  ilie  false  and  opprobrious  epithets  of  'traitors,'  'fanatics,'  'radicals,'  ■disorganizert",' 
'madmon,'  &c.,  all  designed  to  load  the  abolitionists  with  hatred  and  distrust,  and  all  mada 
without  the  least  evidence,  or  pretence  or  offer  of  any,  to  support  them  ;  and  by  men  too,  who 
constantly  advocate  liberty  abroad,  and  support  slavery  at  home  !  The  enemies  of  abolition  con- 
tent themselves,  with  the  use  of  hard  names  instead  of  hard  arguments.  From  their  total  want 
of  good  means,  they  arc  compelled  to  use  none  but  bad  ones;  false  charges  among  the  rest.  And 
these  epithets  are  applied  to  ;ibolilionists,  by  persons  who  were  never  known  to  charge  slave- 
holders and  other  reil  'fimaties,'  &c.,  with  any  thing  similar;  or  to  manifest  any  indignation, 
at  their  habitual  violation  of  moral  duties  and  human  riglits.  They  never  charge  tyrants  with 
bad  motives  !  It  is  the  enemies  of  tyranny  only,  \yho  in  their  virtuous  opinion,  are  thus  charge- 
able ! 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  even  if  tliose  Cjhargos  were  true,  the  fact  would  form  no  good  ob- 
jection to  abolition  itself;  because  good  causes  may  be  supported  from  bad  motives;  though  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  they  often  are;  the  nature  of  every  cause  he.\ng  privia  facie  evidence,  of  the 
motives  by  which  it  is  supported.  The  nifirit.*;  of  every  institution,  enterprise  or  cause,  are  en- 
tirely distinct  and  independent,  from  the  motives  of  those  who  support  it.  The  one  may  b« 
good  and  the  other  bad ;  though  if  the  one  bo  good,  the  other  without  proof  to  the  contrary,  will 
be  prcsinned  good  alwo  ;  and  vice  vpr,<=a.       rnrh.-ips  every  good  Caurse  has  had  some  bad  motives 


snUsted  m  '."e  sappnrt;  bseausa  nc-Jis  euppnri  causas  ."ram  dvary  variety  of  ffiQii"3.  A  csii  ';» 
point  occurs  in  lli'o  New  Testament,  wliere  St  Pau!  rejoiced,'  tiiftt  tiio  gosjiei  was  propagatfd 
fruni  bad  motives,  (I'liil.  i  15-18;)  Ibr  llioiigli  he  detested  tlie  motives,  he  could  btit  lejoice,  that 
go. id  vv;i3  brought  out  ofevil.  And  thus  il'ubdlition  be  rigiit,  bad  motives  cannot  make  it  wrong; 
and  wo  ought  lc>  rej<)ii;e,  at  any  good  elldcta  they  m.iy  produce.  The  honest  inquiry  stiil  will  ba, 
is  abolition  itsell"  right;  and  not  wliat  arc  llie  motives  of  its  supporters  ;  ihougii  we  ought  to  con- 
demn litem  it  bad.  Cut  as  already  remarked,  sirsce  abolition  is  itself  good,  without  some  proof 
Dl'thij  Tact,  abiilitionists  ought  not  even  to  be  suspected  ot"  bad  motives. 

But  the  utter  falsity  oi'tiiuso  base  ciiaij^es  may  be  easily  provpti.  Treason,  for  instance,  is  in 
legal  acceptatnjii,  a  h.;trayitig  ofone's  country  to  its  enemies,  by  the  overt  nets  described  in  the 
laws,  provided  lor  tlie  pnnisiiniRnt  of  the  ciimo  of  treason.  It  has  never  l-een  pretended,  much 
loss  attempted  to  be  proved,  that  the  abolitionists  as  sucii,  have  ever  committed  treason  iu  ilus 
sens.;.  Tlioy  are  at  least  not  le^al  •traitors.'  But  men  may  commit  moral  or  political  treason,  in 
many  ways,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of  the  kuvs,  oftiieir  respective  countries.  All,  f>r  in- 
stance, who  introdu(-e,  |.>ropa^i;ite  ui-d  enuouraj^o,  vicious  iir;b!t<»  and  customs,  that  tend  to  demo- 
ralize, de^Tide  and  weaken  their  country,  are  mora!  and  political  traitors  ;  and  are  fiequentiy 
more  misciiievous  than  li'<;al  ones.  'I'hey  are  a  very  numerous  class;  and  history  abounds  with 
accotiiiis  ot'llium;  auci  the  woihl  is  as  lull  of  them  now  as  it  ever  was.  All  tyrants  are  traitor's 
of  this  class  ;  and  slaveholders  most  of  all.  So  are  all  legislators  who  make  bad,  arbitrary,  ty- 
f.iuuical,  oppressive  and  vexatious  laws.  The  highest  ranks  of  society,  abound  with  them  ;  men 
beiu;^  ill  general  wickt;il,  in  prop.ntioii  to  their  elevutio."  in  the  scale  of  society.  Of  all  men  in 
the  United  States,  skivohohlers  are  as  a  class,  the  greatest  moral  and  political  traitors  to  their 
country.  They  have  done  more  than  all  other  classes  piit  together,  to  divide,  impoverish,  vex, 
Weaken,  demoralize,  degrade  and  ruin  their  country.  They  are  genuine  moral  and  political  trai- 
tors; and  those  who  sujiport  them  in  their  slave  riglila  and  practices,  are  of  the  same  description. 
A  inoial  and  political  patriot  on  the  other  hand,  is  one  who  endeavors  to  support,  unite,  enrich 
and  happity  his  country,  not  only  by  moans  of  just  laws,  customs  and  ineasurcs,  but  by  attack- 
ing and  destroying  bad  laws,  customs,  inslitutioi.s,  j)ructices  ami  measures.  In  this  true  and 
correct  sense,  t/io  American  abolitionists,  are  a  band  of  genuine  p  itriots,  united  to  save  their 
country,  froiri  the  certiiu  rum  impending  over  it,  tVom  the  insidious  agency  of  the  moral  (reason 
of  slavery.  But  every  real  patriot,  i^  a  traitor  to  tyranny  and  vice.  lie  could  not  be  a  real  patri- 
ot uiilo'^s  he  were.  In  this  .s«use,  abolition  may  truly  bo  said,  to  be  moral  treason  to  slarcry  ; — 
and  of  course,  llio  abolition  •traitors"  who  propagate  it,  do  according  to  the  sentiment  ofFat'-ick 
Henry,  yield  •obedience  to  G  >d.'  And  that  they  aconliy  do  so,  no  honest  well  informed  per- 
auu  will  dciubt.  No  persons  ever  gavo  stronger  prools  than  they,  oftiieir  ardent  patriotism  and 
devotion  to  the  true  good  of  their  (;ouiitry.  :\  real,  friend  to  his  country  is  one,  wiio  endeavors 
So  promote  its  safety  and  prosperity,  by  the  use  of  just  and  horiest  means  ;  and  by  removirig 
whatever  prevents  such  safety  and  prosperity,  by  the  uss  of  tlie  same  means.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  real  enemy  to  his  country  is  one,  wlio  endeavors  to  expose  it  to  danger  and  luin,  by  uujiist  and 
wicked  means;  and  by  nourishing  and  protecting,  the  causes  oi'  sue!)  danger  ami  ruin,  by  tho 
same  means.  A  friend  to  .ilavory  can  never  bo  a  true  friend  to  his  country  ;  because  slavery  i,» 
the  greatest  curse,  to  every  country  that  harbors  it.  Tried  by  these  unerring  rules,  the  abolition^ 
ists  are  readily  distinguished,  a8  the  only  real  friends,  and  tlieir  opposers  as  the  only  real  ene- 
mies of  their  country,  ■'■  _       --^ 

\ fanatic  is  one  whoso  conduct  is  wild,  irregular  and  inconsistent;  and  sometimes  viciou'tj"^ 
cruel  and  ferocious,  in  consequence  of  the  adoption,  oifalse  and  erroneous  principles,  which  are 
frequently  luiitcd,  with  wicked  and  destructive  pr/:f?itcs.  This  is  an  exact  delineation,  oftiie 
character  of  slaveholders  and  other  corrnplicmists,  who  are  in  general,  all  real  fanatics.  But  un- 
til it  can  be  proven,  tliat  the  principles  of  the  abolitionists  aro  false,  and  their  conduct  wickt-d 
and  destructive  of  happiness,  it  is  false  to  charge  them  with  'fanaticism.'  Until  this  is  dotic,  it 
would  be  as  false  to  call  our  Saviour,  the  prophets,  apostles,  and  otlicr  reformers,  'fanatics,'  as 
to  call  the  abolitionists  such.  Sharps,  Clarkson,  VVilber/;)rce,  and  the  other  leading  British  A- 
bolitionists,  were  called  'fanatics,'  &c.  by  their  enemies,  for  forty  years  or  more;  while  duiing 
all  that  time,  those  very  enemies  were  the  only  real  fanatics  engaged  in  the  contest.  'i  he  plain 
proof  oflhcir  fanaticism  appeared  in  the  falsehoods  and  false  prediction?,  they  continually  utter- 
ed respecting  al)olition;  such  for  instance  as  that,  'abolition  would  deluge  the  West  Indies  with 
hlood  atid  carnage,'  that  it  would  'ruin  the  commsstie  of  tiic  British  empire,'  &c.;  e.xhibilin<j  at 
the  same  time,  the  mr)st  ferocious  and  wicked  conduct;  while  the  abolitionists,  perfectly  fieo 
from  all  fanatical  delusion  <jr  deception,  spoke  nothing  but  words  of  'iriith  and  soberness.'  So 
men  who  like  our  slaveholders,  advocate  liberty  abroad  and  oppose  it  at  home,  thus  prefering  tlio 
rights  and  happiness  of  foreigners  to  those  of  their  own  countrymen,  are  not  ordy  liyjiocrites, 
hut  fanatics.  None  perhaps  tire  so  apt,  to  charge  'finatacism'  and  the  like  on  others,  as  those 
who  are  the  most  guilty  of  them.  Such  false  charges  are  a  common  policy,  of  all  real  fanatics 
and  corruptionists,  in  order  to  cast  odium  on  their  opposers  ;  for  the  same  reason  that  the  real  in- 
cendiary, is  generally  the  first  to  cry  'fire,'  or  the  thief  to  cry  'stop  thief,"  in  order  toescape  sus- 
picion and  avoid  det'sction-     It  is  an  old  ttick  of  such  corruptionists ;  vide  Luko  xxiii  2,  Acts  vs 
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i?.,  ivl  20,  xvii  G,  7,  Kx.'i  28,  xslv  Tj,  2t!  Pet.  11  12,  15.  Aiul  tho  evidence  of  the  nick  la,  that 
(A«j  never  offtr  any  proof,  of  the  trutli  of  iheir  scandalous  charges  ;  simply  because  they  never 
have  any  to  otTor.  And  the  proof  is  also  clear,  that  the  enemies  of  abolition  are  all  real  fanatics. 
For  their  anti-abolition  principles  and  practice  are  in  thu  highest  degree  false,  erroneous,  blag- 
jihenious  and  wicked,  as  has  been  demonstrated  a  thousand  times  over.  As  was  remarked  in 
the  First  Lecture,  they  have  not  been  able  to  move  against  abolition,  without  committing  sins  of 
some  kind;  without  the  use  of  scurrility,  sephistry,  falsehood,  unlawful  fanatical  violence,  and 
other  wicked  means.  Neither  have  they  been  able,  to  practice  or  defend  slavery  a  moment, 
without  the  use  of  the  same  means.  They  are  therefore  all  real  fanatics:  as  the  Jews  who  per- 
secuted the  christians  were  ;  and  as  all  other  opposers  of  the  truth  and  righteousness  have  been  ; 
and  for  the  same  reason^  namely,  the  falsity  and  wickedness  of  their  principles  and  practice. 

None  but  real  fanatics  ever  make  and  persist  in  false  charges.  And  as  a  specimen  of  genuine 
fanaticism,  I  will  quote  the  false  and  slanderous  charge,  so  currently  made  against  the  abolition- 
ists, tif  instigating  mobs  and  mob  violence  and  outrage.  For  when  and  where  I  ask,  have  the 
abolitionists  ever  aided,  abetted,  advised,  encouraged  or  practised  mob  violence  ;  or  given  the 
least_;'usr  provocation  for  it !  The  evidence  is  notoriously  the  other  way.  The  abolitionists  are 
emphatically  men  of  peace,  and  lovers  of  good  law  and  order:  so  much  so,  that  they  have  sel- 
dom used,  even  defensive  force  against  unlawful  violence;  althougli  the  laws  permitted  it;  clioo- 
ain"  according  to  the  Divme  precept,  'to  suffer  rather  than  do  wrong.'  That  their  lawful  acts  and 
measures,  have  been  made  tha  occasion,  or  wicked  pretext,  of  mob  violence,  does  not  prove  such 
occasion  or  pretext,  to  have  been  jusi  or  reasonable  ;  or  that  those  acts  and  measures  were  unjust, 
unlawful  or  improper.  For  if  it  did,  the  most  innocent  and  meritorious  acts  that  righteous  men 
can  perform,  may  at  any  time  be  perverted  by  wicked  men,  into  just  'causes'  of  violence  and 
outrage  !  Nay,  any  pretence  that  any  criminal  at  the  bar  may  set  up,  is  a  good  defence  for  him  ! 
The  truth  is,  no  acts  of  righteousness,  justice,  mercy  or  duty,  no  good  and  lawful  deeds  whatev- 
er, can  justly  be  tortured  or  perverted,  into  justifications  of  crime;  for  how  can  any  \itlue,  justi- 
fij  its  oppuaite,  or  any  other  vice?  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  abolitionists  as  such,  have  never 
performed  any  but  such  acts  and  deeds.  And  to  use  them  as  a  pretext  for  crime,  only  increases 
the  guilt  and  enormity  of  the  crime;  vide  Matt,  xxiii  31,  32,  35,  and  many  other  passages.  The 
abolitionists  have  done  nothing  more,  than  proclaim  the  'truth  in  righteousness';  which  cannot 
be  a.  just  provocation  to  crime  ;  because  all  men  are  specially  commanded  by  the  Almighty,  to 
make  such  i)roclamation  every  where;  vide  Isa.  Iviii  1,  and  other  passages.  They  have  done, 
just  as  our  Saviour  and  his  followers  did  before  them.  This  is  the  'provocation,'  and  the  only 
provocation,  the  abolitionists  have  given  for  mob  violence  and  outrage.  The  charge  that  thcij 
have  instigated,  orcausod  mobs,  &o.,  is  therefore  a  false  and  'fanatical'  charge. 

A  righteous  zeal  for  the  truth  and  righteousness,  is  not  'fanaticism';  and  none  but  real  fanatics 
will  ever  call  it  such.  The  lest  of  any  kind  of  real  is  its  fruits.  A  fanatical  zeal  always  produ- 
ces bad  fruits,  or  effects  and  consequences.  But  if  these  fruits  be  righteousness,  justice,  peace, 
prosperuy,  and  every  other  good  eti'ect,  as  all  abolition  fruits  are,  it  is  a  righteous  and  holy  zeal ; 
and  as  such  ought  to  be  cultivated  and  improved,  till  all  its  holy  and  happy  effects  appear.  Per- 
BGverance  in  such  zeal  is  a  plain  christian  duty  ;  vide  Ps.  Ixix  9,  Matt  x  22,  xxiv  13,  Ist  Cor. 
xiii  7,  XV  58,  2d  Cor.  vii  11,  ix  2,  Eph.  ii  10,  Tit.  ii  14,  iii  8,  lleb.  vi  15,  and  numerous  other 
passages.  The  false  imputation  to  such  zeal  therefore,  of  fanaticism,  and  other  wickedness, 
with  a  design  to  discourage  and  allay  it,  is  conduct  highly  'fanatical,'  blasphemous  and  criminal. 
So  is  likewise  the  false  charge,  of 'hard  language';  or  the  calling  of  crimes  like  slaveholding,  by 
their  right  names,  such  as  'manstealing,'  'robbery,'  &lc.  as  the  Bible  always  does;  such  conduct 
being  plain  scriptural  duty.  It  is  the  right  and  proper  use  of  language,  by  the  abolitionists,  in 
reference  to  slavery,  and  not  their  abuse  of  it,  that  enrages  the  enemies  of  righteousness  in  this 
country.     It  is  never  an  'abuse'  of  language,  to  call  things  by  their  right  names. 

A  disor<ranizer  is  one,  who  violates  good  laws  and  customs,  and  produces  unlawful  vi- 
olence and'disorder,  forbad  purposes.  The  enemies  of  abolition  are  all  real  'disorganizers';  for 
as  has  been  remarked,  they  have  frequently  broken  tho  just  laws  of  God  and  man,  tor  the  wick- 
ed purpose  of  defeating  the  righteous  work  of  abolition.  But  the  aboliiionists  have  violated  no 
just  laws.  Tney  have  been  emphatically  law  abiding  people.  Nor  are  they  justly  obnoxious  to 
the  charge  of  treason,  either  legal  or  moral.  Their  ultimate  object  is,  to  prevent  rebellion  and  a 
dissolution  of  the  union,  by  removing  the  only  real  cause,  that  threatens  those  calamities — slave- 
ry. But  many  of  their  enemies  are  justly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  ;  because  they  actually  threat- 
en treason  ;  and  because  they  support  slavery,  a  practise  that  finally  'disorganizes'  and  rums  ev- 
ery country  that  tolerates  it.  They  threaten  to  dissolve  the  union,  if  the  abolitionists  are  not  si- 
lenced ;  which  is  a  treasonable  threat.  Tho  abolitionists  have  used  no  such  threat; 
nor  have  they  given  any  body  else,  any  just  provocation  to  use  it,  unless  works  of  righteous- 
ness performed  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  are  such  a  provocation  !  Nor  is  there  the  least  dan- 
ger of  treason  from  any  body,  except  the  slaveholders  and  their  supporters;  nor  probably  of  any 
but  threatened  treason,  even  from  them  ;  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

So  the  abolitionists  have  been  charged  by  their  enemies,  with  7onnl  of  patriotism  :  the  niean- 
inf  of  which  is,   »  want  of  acquiescence  and  zeal  in  the  support  of  slavery,  and  other  abomiua- 
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liens  that  disgrace  and  ruin  the  country.  Patriotism  was  formerly  congiderou  &a  zeal  for  liberty. 
But  in  republican  America,  the  rule  is  by  many  reversed;  and  'patriotism'  with  them,  means 
zeal  for  the  support  of  slavery !  Beautiful  'patriots'  these,  who  contend  for  liberty  abroad,  and 
fight  for  slavery  at  home.'  Admirable  'democrats'  those,  who  approbnte  such  conduct!  Truo 
it  is,  that  the  abolitionists  do  not  profess,  thai  hind  of 'patriotism,'  which  supports,  tolerates  or 
connives  at  slavery.  Nor  do  ihey  love  the  vices  and  crimes  of  their  country.  They  could  not 
be  real  patriots,  and  would  be  traitors  to  its  best  interests,  if  they  did.  And  because  ihey  hate 
and  oppose  and  expose,  those  vices  and  crimes  faithfully,  tliey  are  the  only  true  and  faithful 
friends  the  country  has.  A  real  enemy,  a  traitor,  would  foster  and  encourage  those  evils;  as 
the  slaveholders  and  their  supporters  actually  do;  to  the  ruin  of  the  country.  A  person  who  by 
righteous  and  peaceful  reformation,  endeavors  to  save  his  country  from  ruin,  is  a  true  patriot ; 
and  those  who  oppose  such  reforms,  as  the  slaveholders  and  their  friends  do,  are  the  real  ene- 
mies of  their  country.     They  are  the  only  citizens  who  lack  true  patriotism. 

So  the  colored  people  have  been  falsely  charged,  with  want  of  love  to  their  native  country;  — 
and  by  persons  who  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power,  to  cause  them  to  hate  it.  Were  the 
charge  true,  the  white  people  have  no  right  to  make  it;  for  who  but  themselves  hive  caused 
this  want?  Criminals  have  no  right,  t(j  cliargc  the  effects  of  their  own  crimes,  on  tiieir  victims; 
though  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  them  to  do  it.  But  the  charge  is  not  true.  The  lovo 
of  country  is  instinctive  ;  and  though  we  may  well  suppose,  that  the  colored  people  do  not  love 
the  o/j^orci'stons  of  their  native  land;  yet  notwithstanding  all  the  abuse  and  cruelty  they  have 
constantlj  endured,  their  conduct,  both  in  peace  and  war,  has  proven,  that  their  love  for  their 
most  unnatural  and  barbarous  parent,  is  yet  as  strong  as  that  of  other  natives.  The  utmost  de- 
gree of  oppression  and  wrong,  has  not  been  able  entirely  to  extinguish  it.  The  charge  is  falsely 
directed.     It  is  their  enemies  and  not  they,  that  lack  real  patriotic  'love'  for  their  country. 

Many  preach  and  practice  the  doctrine,  o?  contentment,  with  the  laws,  customs  and  institutions 
of  one's  country,  be  the  same  good  or  bad,  'right  or  wrong';  and  call  such  conduct  'patriotism.' 
Such  preachers  ought  never  to  attempt,  to  produce  discontent,  among  the  subjects  of  other  coun- 
tries. Nor  ought  they  ever  to  attempt  reforms  in  such  countries,  even  from  infidelity  or  heath- 
enism ;  for  the  subjects  of  those  countries,  in  order  to  be  'patriots,'  ought  to  be  'contented/  with 
their  own  laws  and  customs,  however  wicked  and  destructive  they  may  be!  Notwithstanding 
the  express  commands  of  God  to  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  violate  or  neglect  those  commands, 
by  refusing  to  Teform  customary  sins;  because  t!iey  cannot  be  patriots  unless  tliey  do!  Such  is 
the  blasphemous  nature,  of  this  kind  of 'patriotism,'  so  common  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Slates. 
With  those  who  practice  it,  none  but  'vicars  of  Bray'  can  be  real  'patriots.'  But  I  do  not  know 
of  a  more  vicious  and  dangerous  heresy;  for  if  enough  of  its  professors  can  be  found,  dema- 
gogues and  other  corruptionists,  might  ruin  a  country  at  any  time.  It  is  also  highly  blasphem- 
ous ;  for  the  effect  of  it  is,  to  charge  the  Saviour  and  all  his  followers,  with  want  of  patriotism  : 
and  to  justify  neglect  and  disobedience  to  the  Divine  commands!  It  is  by  the  patriotic  acts  of 
discontented  men  only,  that  the  moral  corruptions  of  countries  have  been  refoimed,  and  their  li- 
berties, rights  and'  independence  thus  preserved.  [t  was  their  discontentment,  that  has  ever 
made  men  distinguished  patriots.  Contented  acrjuiescence  in  the  corruptions  of  a  country,  is 
the  strongest  mark  of  national  moral  corruption  ;  not  only  from  the  light  of  Nature  but  of  Scrip- 
ture;  vide  Isa.  v  18-24,  Eze.  xii  27,  llos.  vi  9,  Amos  vi  1,  3,  &c.  The  'contentment'  of  rob- 
bers, pirates,  assassins,  and  other  criminals  in  their  vocations,  is  not  a  stronger  proof  of  moraf 
degeneracy  and  corruption.  Still  corruptionists  of  this  kind  abound,  to  stigmatize  and  denounce- 
all  as  bad  citizens,  who  seem  uneasy  and  indignant,  at  the  corruptions,  oppressions  and  abuses, 
they  witness.  The  very  same  conduct,  that  has  formerly  made  so  many  famous  patriots,  now 
makes  men  traitors  and  bad  citizens  !  So  much  have  our  national  corruptions,  perverted  the  na- 
tional sentiment!  Aristocrats  always  preach  this  doctrine,  of  corrupt  'contentment,'  in  order 
to  hold  up  reformers  to  public  odium  ;  and  to  shield  and  protect  thoir  own  usurpations.  And  if 
those  only  are  [latriots,  who  are  satisfied  with  the  existing  corrupt  institutions,  customs  and  op- 
pressions, of  their  respective  countries,  and  those  only  traitors  who  are  not;  then  are  aristocrats, 
oppressors,  and  other  tyrants  and  their  tools,  the  only  true  patriots;  and  all  reformers  traitors. 
Then  were  George  3d,  and  the  tories  patriots,  and  Washington,  Franklin,  and  the  other  revolu' 
tionary  whigs,  traitors.  Then  were  tlie  Pope  and  his  tools,  patriots,  and  Luther  and  his  associ- 
ates, traitors.  Nay,  then  were  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  Sanhedrim  and  the  Roman  Gov- 
ernment, patriots;  and  the  Saviour,  the  prophets,  apostles,  martyrs,  and  other  reformers  since, 
all  traitors  !  The  absurd  and  blasphemous  consequences  of  the  doctrine,  show  its  falsity  and 
dangerous  tendency  clearly. 

I  observed  in  the  First  Lecture,  that  the  Scriptures  direct  us  to  judge  of  men's  hearts  or  mo- 
tives, by  their  fruits  or  actions ;  and  that  such  is  the  rule  of  the  common  law.  In  the  light  of 
this  only  correct  rule,  no  motives  can  be  better  than  those  of  the  abolitionists;  because  no  works 
or  actions  can  be  better  than  theirs.  This  fact  shows,  that  all  the  base  and  scandalous  charges, 
brought  against  abolitionists,  must  necessarily  be  false  charges;  for  these  charges  are  not  of  such 
common  imperfections,  as  must  necessarily  attend  every  human  enterprise  or  agency,  however 
good  it  may  bo  in  itself;  but  of  the  foulest  crimes  and  wickedest  motives.     And  the  application 
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of  ihe  88m«  rait,  lo  the  conduct  of  thcsr  eneRiiss  willsljow,  iLalthe  esmB  chargss  ere  applicable, 
ariii  rmly  justly  applicable,  to  them.  Test  characters  by  conduct,  (the  only  true  oud  sure  lest,) 
aiid  the  jiistic'B  oi'tliest'  lypl  catiuns  will  cleaily  appear. 

'Die  iluHgiis  i)[  secii  rianisin  nud  party  designs,  lire  equally  grouiidiess  and  false.  Tl»e  dispo- 
giiioi)  to  raise  fal^se  and  tiiiliiij;  objectiuiis,  lo  riiensures  ofealuiury  ret'onri,  is  a  strung  sign  of  mo- 
ral Cfjrrujition  ;  bein^  •{ood  evidence  of  a  wicked  dispDeitioii  to  raise  criminal  opposition  lo  the 
truth,  on  fictitious  grounds  and  false  pretences.  Yei  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  are  frequently 
riiised,  by  the  loudest  pretenders  to  republican  virtue,  lair  opposition,  free  discussion,  &c.  'J'iieso 
SHma  objections  were  raised,  against  the  teinj)ernnce  and  oilier  rel'orinations.  And  it  giiuuld  be 
fionslanlly  borne  in  mind,  that  those  who  make  these  charges,  never  offer  to  jororc  tliem.  I  have 
known  some  opposers,  who  for  want  of  proof,  alleged  as  such,  lo  support  the  charge  of 'sectari- 
anism,' that  presh)  lerians  meddled  with  abolition.  But  these  ])retender9  never  undertake,  lo 
show  any  connexion  between  abolition  and  the  SLctariunifm  of  pierby  terians  ;  fur  in  tiuih  lliere 
is  none;  any  more  than  there  is  hetvveeii  abolition  and  ihe  peculiar  tenets  of  any  other  si  tt. — 
Between  67//is.'<«/ii/// and  nboliiion  there  is  the  closest  connexion;  the  latter  being  a  pinin  and 
mo>l  important  doctiine  of  the  former;  as  was  shewn  in  the  Kirst  Lecture.  But  abolition  hasi 
not  the  slightest  connexion,  with  the  peculiar  or  sectarian  tenets,  of  any  christian  sect  thai  I 
know  of;  no  more  than  tiio  doctrines  of  the  Creation,  the  Fall  of  Man,  or  aiiv  other  great  leading 
doctrines,  in  w/iich  all  llio  Peels  agree,  are.  The  doctrine  of  immediate  abolition,  belongs  to  all 
the  sects  in  common;  and  has  therefore  nothing  sectarian  in  its  natuic.  Certainly  they  ought  lo 
hold  ilie  great  doctrine  of  the  Abolition  of  Human  Oppression,  in  common  ;  and  were  any  sect 
io  reject  it,  such  rejoction  would  be  suffiiient  (iroofol  its  reprobaiiuii ;  vide  Jer.  vi  14,  xxiii  15- 
17.  Zech.  xiii  3,  ftlal.  iii  5,  Watt,  vii  21-23,  xxi  13.  Horn,  i  18,  ii  23,  Col  iii  25,  Rev.  .xviii  13, 
and  iiuineious  other  passages.  If  any  .sect  do  not  hold  this  doctrine,  it  is  a  reprobate  seel ;  and 
God  will  disown  it.  But  if  the  objectors  mean  lo  be  understood,  that  every  thing  piesbyterians 
orclher  sectarians  do,  is  done  with  reference  to  sectarian  effect.  ;uid  to  promote  sectarian  influ- 
ence, then  ull  sectarians  must  stop  working  anu"  eating  and  drinking,  to  please  such  reasonable 
objectors!  Presbyterians  and  other  seclaiiahs,  work  in  all  manner  of  lawful  and  honest  em- 
ployments; but  is  there  any  thing  sectarian  in  these  eni|)loyments  ;  in  farming,  blacksmithing, 
and  tailoring,,  for  instance  !  And  is  a  manto  be  justly  suspected  oi'  party  deigns,  beciuse  ho  or 
his  sect  follows  thetn  !  Yet  such  f"oolery  is  just  as  reasonable,  as  the  ascription  of  such  objects, 
lo  abolition  action.  The  whole  of  these  employments  may  be  used  for  seclariap  or  party  <  ffect ; 
hul  honest  men  are  not  to  be  suspected  of  such  use,  without  some  proof  of  it.  A  pur.-^on  who 
favors  abolition,  is  prima  facie  to  be  suspected  ui  Christianity,  I  admit ;  but  not  of  sectarianism. — 
Besides,  wliat  shall  be  said  of  infidel  al)olilionisls,  and  of  ih.il  class  ol'abolitionisis,  who  pretend 
to  believe  in  Christianity,  but  embrace  it  noi  by  public  profession?  Are  these  also  to  be  suspect- 
ed ?  Are  these  also  to  he  suspected  of  sectarian  designs  !  And  are  the  firesbyteiians  more  to  be 
suspected,  than  the  quakers  and  the  covenanteis  anil  seceders,  who  are  said  to  be  ull  abulilion- 
ists?  And  why  are  not  iho  other  sects  jealous  of  the  pre>byleriaiis  ?  And  how  easily  might 
they,  if  they  are  really  jealous,  thai  the  presbylerians  will  foreslal  the  sectarian  market,  liy  means 
of  abolition,  anticipate  .-ind  frustrate  their  intention,  by  turning  abolitionists  themselves  I  And 
koio  easihj  way  all  other  objectors  <lu  the  same!  Who  hinders  them  from  so  doing?  They  ought 
to  know,  that  there  are  more  ways  than  one,  to  chei^k  sectarianism,  without  the  use  of  falsehood 
for  that  |>urpose.  Furthermore,  no  sei't  is  to  be  sus()i'cleil.  on  ai'i-oimt  of  its  attachment  to  abo- 
lition ;  because  the  abolition  prnject  has  the  grt'atfst  «/i<t->pc.i.iri.in  infiiiKiice,  oCany  benevolent 
enterprise,  ever  undertaken  in  this  countiy.  'I'his  eli"i;i-t  can  plainly  be  observed,  in  aboliijnn  as- 
eemblies.  Dnrini;  the  whole  time  i>r their  sessions,  it  ».ecms  to  unite  the  sentimH-nts  of  all  the 
icligions  seels  present,  into  one  religious  fceliiii.'.  As  aholiiionisis,  they  are  'all  of  one  accord, " 
(ill  brother  christi-ins  together.  They  are  all  agreed,  in  the  duly  ol  thu  immediaie  abo'ilinn  of 
slavery  ;  and  of  their  hi;;h  obliantion  to  labor  for  it;  a  cinnm.-Iance  that  leaves  it  to  be  ho|)ed, 
Ihey  will  Ijacome  united,  against  other  abominalions  in  the  land.  'J'he  reason  why  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  abolitionists  ;\rc.  professors  of  reli'^ion,  is  because  the  cause  tiikes  fast  hold  of 
llieir  consciences  ;  ivhich  are  generally  more  enlightened  than  those  of  their  nrighbors.  'I'hey 
are  convicted  ol'ihe  sinfulness  of  slavery.  Men  become  abolitionists,  exactly  in  proportion,  as 
they  are  conscientious  eiili;:hienr>d  chri-tians.  And  it  is  extremely  diffiiuili  for  me  to  c<)m|>rHhend, 
huw  a  reaZ  believer  in  Christianity,  cm  be  other  than  ai!  aliolilinnivt ;  so  excccdiiigly  plain  and 
clear  do  i  view  to  he.  the  Bible  doftrine  of  the  >^infulncs$  of  slavery. 

As  to  ihe  political  bearings  of  abolition  ;  it  is  rle.irly  true,  that  it  is  a  political  as  well  as  religi- 
ous enterprise.  Slavery  cannot  be  diredly  abolished,  without  pcdiiicul  action,  any  more  than 
murder  and  other  crimes  can;  the  enactment  of  laws  being  a  spciwes  of  political  action.  And 
this  kind  of 'political  action'  must  be  rii'ht.  if  the  aliolition  ofi-lavery  is  right  :  because  \t  must  ba 
right,  to  exercise  political  as  well  as  moral  action,  to  establish  justice  and  righteousiipss.  Be- 
sides, every  kind  of  mnr.il  and  religions  agency  in  the  woild,  must  necessaiily  have  seine  politi- 
cal agency,  bearing  or  influence.  All  modes  of  such  agency  known,  such  as  chri.-lianity,  rtli- 
gion,  freemasonry,  sectarianism,  infidelity,  «&c.  &c.  necessarily  must  and  do  have  some  such 
tendcDcy.     All  these  various  inattsrs  must  ant?  will   in  a  variety  of  ways   affect  even  party  pel- 
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ities,  and  carry  an  indirect  if  not  direct  influence  to  the  polls.  But  must  &ii  benevolent  enterpri* 
«B  be  suspended  &  abandoned,  on  account  ol'lliis  tendeuoy  in  them  !  Must  rice,  licentiousness, 
tilavery  and  utlier  currupiioiis,  be  sutfeird  to  ezist  uniieeded  and  unclieeked,  because  opposition 
til  lliem  may  assume  a  pnlitical  aspect,  or  have  a  pulitical  bi;aring  !  Alust  christian  duty  be  ne- 
glected, christian  nsoraliiy  never  be  preached,  sin  never  be  rebuked,  and  («^)d's  commands  be 
disobeyed,  because  obedience  to  them  may  affect  the  polls!  Surely  the  ohjectois  cannot  insist 
on  the  adi>ption  of  such  ridiculuud  absurdities,  i'ut  such  blasphemous  reasons. 

Piililical  means  are  gi>od  in  theiiiselvfs,  for  ihey  have  liet-n  proved  lo  be  such.  (I?t 'Fheps.  V 
21,)  ihouyh  ihey  are  oil  en  shamefully  abust-d  for  bad  purposes  ;  and  those  who  n.se  them  pro- 
P'^rly,  !or  any  good  purposes,  are  sii  far  commendable  ;  and  nothing  ought  ever  lo  deitr  hon- 
^^l  and  ijood  men  from  using  theiji  for  all  good,  J!is^  and  rijihieous  purposes,  lo  ihs  promoiion 
^'^  which  ihey  are  applicable.  Especially  when  knaves  combine,  in  the  use  or  rather  abuse  of 
Uiem  for  the  support  of  ii.jusiice  and  oppre«»iiu»,  ou^lit  honest  men  to  counteract  such  abuse, 
by  itie  rmhteous  use  of  the  same  mean?.  Every  kind  of  pohlioal  means  is  resorted  to,  for 
the  support  of  slavery,  and  liie  hindrance  of  iis  abolition  ;  and  y«?t  the  frii  nds  i.f  the  latter  can- 
not resort,  lo  the  use  of  the  «ame  means,  to  resist  and  counteract  this  corruption,  uilhout 
being  told,  that  'slavery  is  a  poliiical  thing  »viih  which  ihey  have  noiinng  to  do  ;'  just  as  if 
righieousnes'S  ought  not  lo  be  supported  at  the  polls  !  The  political  as  well  as  other  oppo- 
sers  of  abolition,  are  all  real  defenders  of  slavery  ;  and  all  their  sophistical  denials  and  di«- 
clainiers,  cannot  refute  the  charge  ;  because  such  is  the  effect  of  their  opposition  ;  and  they 
know  it.  If  a  fortress  is  besieged,  those  who  attack  the  besieging  army,  wheiher  from  with- 
in or  without,  do  so,  for  the  sake  of  defending  and  preserving  the  furlrcs  ;  just  as  the  opposera 
of  abolition  attack  it,  lo  preserve  slavery.  And  as  they  abuse  good  means  for  this  wicked 
purpose  ;  as  they,  fur  insiance,  support  sin  a!  the  polls  ;  why  is  il  not  rijjht  for  their  antagon- 
ists, to  use  the  same  means,  to  resist  their  innpiiinus  inieniions?  If  it  he  wrong  to  support 
sin  (slavery)  at  the  polls,  il  must  be  right  to  Gupport  righteousness  (abolition)  there.  Wo 
are  expressly  commanded  to  'hold  fast,'  to  all  ihioe:'  'proven  to  be  t;ood';  or  in  other  words, 
to  use  them  for  good  purposes.  Let  not  then  abolitionists  be  deceived,  by  the  sophisiiral  cun<. 
nini:  of  unprincipled  deniagogue.-,  who  would  try  to  persuade  their  simplicity,  that  it  is  only 
agreeable  to  'republican  principles' and  'democratic  usatres,'  to  support  sin  at  the  polls,  but  not 
righieousness  ;  and  that  none  but  themselves  and  oiliers  like  them,  engaged  in  the  scramble 
for  olficial  power,  patronage  and  profit,  ought  to  direct  lohat  |;rintiples,  mea.-ures  and  men, 
shall  be  supported  at  the  poll^  •  'i'he  truth  is,  every  good  «ibj«ci  oiiehl  to  be  supported,  and 
ever}  bad  une  attacked  there  ;  and  tdose  who  advocate  their  respective  objects,  ought  lo  share 
their  fate  at  the  p<ill9,  as  well  aa  eUewhcrc.  Lei  aholiii>>nisi8  undeisiand  those  Divine  princi- 
ples well,  and  practice  them  at  the  polls  ;  for  their  own  safety,  as  well  as  duty,  requires  i'. — 
No  political  object  can  be  belter  than  the  overthrow  of  slavery  ;  nor  can  a  better  motive  impel 
men  lo  political  action  ;  nor  was  such  action  ever  more  necessary  or  proj.er  in  any  other 
good  cause.  Yet  many  supporters  of  slavery  persist  in  asser'ing,  thai  i.iiblic  office,  patron- 
age, power  and  profit,  are  designed  as  the  great  end,  instead  of  a  eiihoidinaie  means,  of  politi- 
cal action,  in  the  irreat  ami  slavery  contest.  Without  the  shadow  of  evidence  or  Ifie  offer  of 
an>,  (o  support  ihe  charge,  they  represent  Iliese  as  the  principal  oi>jecis  of  all  th«  anii-slavery 
exertions  and  sacrifices  now  making*.  And  the  very  persons  who  make  the  false  charge,  are 
generally  among  the  most  active  political  opposers  of  abolition  !  T  his  stale  falsthuod  is  how- 
ever now  so  threadbare,  as  not  to  work  material  injury  to  the  righteous  cau«e. 

Besides,  who  can  support  candidates  for  office  that  are  advocates  of  slavery,  without  sup- 
porting sin  at  the  polls  ?  I  put  this  inquiry  to  ui!  readers  ;  l>ut  make  a  pBrti(  ular  reference  of 
i:  Id  aholitionisis  ;  to  persims  who  profess  to  be  fully  sensible  of  the  wickerlness  of  slavery, 
and  of  the  righieousness  of  its  abiilition.  Every  bad  principle,  practice,  doctrine,  custom,  or 
candidate  for  office,  ought  fo  opposed  every  where  ;  and  will  be  thus  opposed  by  honest  men  ; 
and  as  well  at  the  pidls  as  elsewhere.  And  how  can  any  oiipporter  of  slavery,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  be  thus  far,  any  thins  else  but  a  bad  man?  tiis  principles  and  motives  must  bo 
bad,  if  slavery  is  bad  and  its  abolition  good.  How  then  can  any  enlightened  iibolitionisi  sup- 
port him  at  the  polls  ;  especially  for  any  legislative  office,  without  committing  sin  ?  I  confess 
I  dr  oot  6*3  bow.      I  make  -hieelc"?  rm;?  rfarch'^g  rtferer^t's,   'n  ordfj  to  induce  professsd  a- 
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toiilioniats,  to  6ct  conaistenl!)'  vrith  Iheirowii  professad  principies  ;  add  as  wtil  at  the  polls  as 
elsewhere. 

But  the  charge  of  party  political  designs,  for  mere  party  purposes,  made  against  the  aboli- 
tionists, is  contemplibly  false.  Thai  the  abolition  project  is  destined  to  have  a  powerful  in- 
fluence at  the  polls,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Its  enemies  have  already  driven  it  thither,  in  its 
own  self  defence ;  and  were  not  this  the  fact,  its  own  righteous  mcriis,  entitle  it  to  such  in- 
fluence. Never  was  a  righteous  project  more  deserving  of  political,  as  well  as  other  just  sup- 
port. So  great  an  enterprise  also,  must  be  expecied  to  have  this  necessar)'  effect.  Its  indi- 
rect political  elFect,  is  already  considerable,  and  evidently  increasing.  But  we  need  not  argue 
its  political  or  moral  merits  again,  to  secure  its  political  favor.  Its  enemies  have  already  driv- 
en it  to  the  polls.  They  have  directly  used  political  power,  to  crush  the  cause  if  possible. — 
The  treatment  also  which  the  abolitionists  have  received,  from  the  national  and  several  state 
legislatures,  in  the  contemptuous  and  unconstitutional  rejection  of  their  petitions,  as  well  as  o- 
ther  legislative  insuU  and  abuse,  have  produced  the  necessity,  of  a  stern  and  determined  re- 
sort to  the  polls,  as  the  only  redress  for  such  gross  outrages,  on  their  constitutional  rights. — 
But  It  is  presumed,  that  nothing  like  an  abolition  'parly'  in  politics,  by  that  or  any  similar 
nau)e,  will  ever  be  organized  in  this  country,  unless  the  enemies  of  nbolilion,  produce  the  ne- 
cessity for  it.  An  antiabolitio.i  party  in  politics,  might  raise  an  abolition  party.  But  the  a- 
boliiionists  as  such,  have  never  designed  to  form  a  separate  political  party,  for  party  as  well  aa 
other  purposes,  as  the  antimasons  did.  They  have  adopted  ae  they  believe,  a  far  wiser  and 
betier  policy.  They  design  to  aboliiionize  all  the  existing  parties  in  the  country,  to  such  a 
degree,  that  each  shall  be  equally  interested,  to  nominate  and  elect  abolition  candidates  for 
office,  so  far  as  maybe  necessary  to  abolish  slavery ;  but  no  farther.  As  abolitionists,  they  will 
vote  without  reference  to  party  or  party  spirit,  except  for  tkis  one  purpose.  And  as  soon  as 
this  purpose  is  accomplished  ;  as  soon  as  slavery  is  totally  abolished,  all  the  abolition  socie- 
ties and  combinations  will  be  dissolved,  and  abolition  efforts  and  sacrifices  ended.  No  con- 
duct can  be  more  just,  fair  and  honorable,  towards  all  the  parties  in  the  country,  than  this 
course  of  poliiical  action.  For  one  consequence  of  it  will  be,  that  no  party  will  have  any  rea- 
son to  cuioplain  of  any  body,  unless  it  be  oj  itself.  Nolhing  at  the  same  time  can  be  more  po- 
liiic.  For  as  soon  as  it  becomes  for  the  interest  of  every  party,  (as  this  policy  will  soon  make 
it,)  10  elect  abolition  candidates,  forlhe  sake  of  abolition,  slavery  will  soon  be  abolished.  Could 
this  po'icy  have  free  and  unrestrained  operation,  in  each  of  the  states,  slavery  could  not  resist 
it  live  years,  in  any  of  them  !  Slavery  cannot  endure  its  free  'agitation,'  in  any  «  ay  ;  and 
less  in  this  tlian  in  most  ways.  The  free  battery  of  the  'polls'  would  soon  level  it  to  the 
gioiind.  C<msidHiable  time  most  elapse,  before  a  political  abolition  interest  can  be  permanent- 
ly established  ;  but  il  will  at  length  succeed  ;  and  then  will  commence  the  legal  downfall  of 
slavery.  Its  moral  dowiifall  will  lead  the  way  to  it?  political  ;  and  the  latier  to  its  legal 
downfall.  A  cooiparadvely  short  period  will  then  only  be  necessary,  for  its  toial  annihilation. 
i  have  been  an.xious,  to  have  the  political  designs  of  the  abolitionists,  correctlv  undcrsioi.d,  eo 
far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  them,  because  such  unwearied  pains  are  taken  by  their  unprinci- 
pled enemies,  to  mislead  the  public  in  regard  to  them.  I  have  before  staleil,  that  we  ought 
to  use  all  just,  legal,  peaceable  and  christian  means,  for  the  overthrow  of  shivery.  Arid  I 
know  of  none  more  justly  entitled  to  be  called  such,  than  the  political  measurts  and  policy 
just  detailed. 

To  a  well  informed  and  conscientious  abolitionist,  most  of  the  great  objects  of  political  con- 
troversy in  this  country,  will  appear  insignificant,  in  comparison  of  the  great  and  righteous 
measure  of  the  abolition  of  American  slavery.  I  make  this  remark  here,  in  order  to  induce 
«uch  persons,  to  a:t,  consistently  with  such  views  and  feelings,  at  the  polls.  Where  all  the 
candidates  are  favorable  to  the  great  cause,  and  will  act  in  its  favor,  in  their  official  capacity, 
such  persons  may  then  consistently  indulge  their  respective  party  predilections.  But  where 
some  of  the  candidates  are  favorable  and  others  are  not,  they  ought  in  every  case,  to  vote  for 
the  former;  without  reference  to  party  or  party  spirit.  Otherwise  they  will  act  contra- 
ry  to  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened   conscience,   and  thcreforo  have  rensnu    to  fear  that  they 
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have  mado  a  sinful  preference  of  men  and  mcasureg.  IVone  of  the  ordinary  ofcjecls  of  party 
strife,  have  any  Scriptural  authority  or  Divine  obligation,  in  comparison  of  the  abolition  of  Hu- 
man Oppression.  And  tho  Law  of  Nature  detnonsiraled  by  human  experie'.Tce,  corroboratfla 
the  same  doctrine.  Every  -political  object  ought  to  be  supported  according  to  its  Divine  Im- 
portance. Let  the  enemies  of  Human  Oppression  beware  then,  how  they  pin  against  Divina 
light  and  knowledge,  by  a  preference  at  the  polls,  of  political  objects,  of  small  importance  in 
comparison  of  abolition. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  ah-^o,  that  most  opposers  exclaim  against  introducing  abolition  in- 
to politics  5  but  not  colonization.  Political  and  legislative  action  have  both  been  resorted  to^ 
for  the  benefit  of  the  latter  ;  and  a:.;  yet  eagerly  resorted  to,  without  any  complaint  from  ths 
enemies  of  abolition.  Slavery  luu  is  a  political  institution  ;  and  has  always  been  supported  by 
political  means,  of  every  description  ;  and  is  now  euiiported,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  at 
the  polls.  Yet  this  is  never  made  any  objection  to  i!.  But  if  its  abolition  be  proposed  to  be 
supported,  by  the  same  moans,  the  case  is  entirely  altered.-  The  demagogue  clamor  of 'union 
of  church  and  state,'  'dissolution  of  the  union,'  'meddling  with  none  uf  our  business,'  &c.  is 
instantly  raised  ;  tlie  meaning  of  which  is,  that  it  is  right  to  support  sin  at  the  polls,  but  not  its 
opposite  righteousness  I  This  is  the  political  morality  and  'democracy,'  of  the  enemies  of 
abolition  ! 

But  the  strangest  part  of  the  subject  is,  that  no  fault  is  ever  found,  by  ihese  scrupulous  and 
conscientious  objectors,  with  the  avowed  motives  of  slaveholders  and  others,  for  their  viola- 
tions of  the  constitution,  and  threats  of  dissolving  the  union, — vide  Prov.  xx.-iii  4.  They  have 
the  strongest  solicitude  about  tho  motives  of  aboHiionists  ;  but  none  at  all  about  those  of  men 
steal'  rs  !  And  such  motives  loo  I  Think  ot  this  5  exhortations  to  repentance  and  works  of  right- 
eousness, setup  as  an  apology  for  threats  of  treason  !  Oheiience  to  the  commands  0/  God,  ofTtr- 
ed  as  t!ie  only  motive,  for  the  most  flagrant  violations  of  constitutional  and  Divine  riiihls,  by 
the  gri  attest  of  crimes  !  Peaceable,  lawful  and  christian  efforts,  to  abolish  wicked  customs,  made 
ihe  on!\  ireasonaLile  pielext.  for  dissolving  the  union  ;  tor  ihe  slavfiiolders  ihrea'en  tiiis  trea- 
son, fimply  because  the  abolitionists  will  obey  the  commands  of  God!  Taking  the  part  of  the 
poor,  the  needy,  the  afflicttd,  the  oppressed,  and  those  'that  have  no  helper,^  madt;  ihe  meritorious 
cause  of  tyranny  and  treason  both  !  Proclaiming  the  whole  gospel^  for  the  benefit  of  our  country- 
men,  involved  in  heuthtnish  ignorance  and  darkness,  made  the  sole  nioiive  for  treating  them  tho* 
eniirtly  innocent  of  the  accusation,  with  sliil  greaier  seventy  !  Most  criminals,  whenever  they 
attempt  to  justify  or  excuse  their  crimes,  commonly  pretend,  to  injuries  received  from  their  vic- 
tims. They  merely  endeavor  to  show,  that  they  have  only  returned  evil  for  evil.  But  the 
alavcholdcra  with  an  effrontery,  which  nothing  but  lives  spent  in  crime  could  produce,  make  a 
merit  ef  returning,  the  greatest  evil  for  the  greatest  good  !  That  the  slaveholders  are  wicked 
enough,  to  commit  treason  or  any  other  crime,  if  they  dared,  is  manifest  on  their  own  show- 
ing. But  it  requires  the  utmost  hardihood  in  crime,  to  avow  such  motives  for  it.  Very  seldom 
do  the  greatest  criminals  exhibit  such  hardihood.  Tho  slaveholderB  may  well  boast,  of  having 
reached  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  in  wickedness.  But  their  sympathising  admirers  in 
the  northern  states,  can  see  nothing  in  such  motives,  but  'high  eouled  honor,"  'nobleness,'  , 
'southern  generosity,'  'chivalry,'  &c,  !  !  Thay  never  think  of  imputing  any  thing  criminal, 
to  these  motives  '. 

14th  Obj. — Amalgamation. 

Multitudes  of  white  people  manifest  the  strongest  pretended  abhorrence,  at  the  imaginary 
prospect,  of  a  legal  amalgamation  of  color,  between  the  white  and  black  race.",  as  the  conse- 
quence of  abolition,  who  never  yet  showed  the  slightest  uneasiness,  on  account  of  the  mons- 
trous illegal  amalgamation,  that  has  constantly  prevailed  in  the  slave  states  Mure  than  half 
the  slaves  it  is  said,  share  the  blood  and  color  of  the  whites  ;  yet  these  alarmists  ever  have  un- 
til lately,  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  abominable  process,  which  produced  the  mixture,-^ 
Of  legal  amalgamation  they  have  the  utmost  horror  ;  in  illegal  compulsory  amolgamalior,  t!ie 
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ittntnit  Cimplacency  i  Siare  amaigamaMon  they  love  ;  irve  asnal^amftiiof,  lli^-y  dread  and  sti« 
hor  !  They  have  been  \>er\'ecOy  cmnpoi^cd,  over  ihe  universal  conciihinage  oT  ihe  »lavee,  tho 
coiiipulaory  prDSiitiition  of'colorcd  (Vmale?,  and  the  oihcr  poUutiiins  and  horrors  of  sIilV^^y. — 
Bui  it'ihehiinesi  inirriaiie  oftlie  whites  and  hiacks  be  spoken  of,  (heir  nlarn>  is  toiisid  to  the 
lii»hest  pilch.  it  in  ciich  niiirriai^e,  and  not  atnalgainalion,  thai  these  patriots  fear  ;  f.ir  they 
have  no  ol>j^ction^■  l<i  the  luiser,  provided  it  be  the  restiit  of  adultery  and  fornication  and  not 
of  mariiaeK  i  !  Nay,  many  wHo  have  praciiccd  anial^'amaiion  the  most,  now  teem  to  be  the 
moat  utraid  ol  it !  They  fear  the  jjeiieral  prevalence  ofu  praclico,  which  they  themselves  loU 
low  and  support  !  Even  hlavcholders  and  oihul"  southern  whites,  ;hroii£h  whose  licentious  and 
tyrannical  auincy,  the  gouihern  stales  have  been  stocked  with  mulatto  slaves,  now  pretvnd  to 
be  liorrilily  afraid  <if  nnial^ainaiion  ;  and  their  tirtuous  northern  apolngjsle  and  admirers  share 
ihti  panic.  'I'hfcir  viriii.ius  northern  advoca'es,  who  have  always  looked  complacently  and  ap* 
provnijily.  on  the  ainaliiauiaiing  nboniuiaiions  of  the  south,  aie  now  filled  with  consternationj 
at  the  same  alarming  prospect  !  They  well  know,  that  elavery  has  a  hundred  fold  the  tenden- 
cy, to  produce  umaltimnatiun,  that  liberty  has  ;  yet  these  pinks  of  moral  purity  and  connisien- 
cy.  who  never  did  nor  ever  will  fear  ihalefiict,  from  the  former,  pretend  ro  be  bonified  at  the 
prospect  of  if,  from  the  latter  cau.*e.  They  are  extremely  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  s'a. 
vtry,  the  principal  guiiiy  cause  o(  the  much  ftared  evil ,  and  eq'ialiy  anxious  to  prevent  its  abo- 
lition, which  ft'ill  do  tiiore  than  any  thing  else,  to  prevent  ihe  evil  feared  !  Such  a  corrupt 
and  jegraded  ptu'e  of  [ulilie  jseniiment,  is  a  greater  shame  and  disgrace  to  this  country,  than 
any  dejjree  of  Inaal  amaliiamaiion  pos.-'ilily  can  be. 

In  most  parts  of  the  jijave  states,  the  liceiiliousnesa  of  the  white  males  is  nearly  universal  ; 
most  of  them  living  in  huliils  of  8e.\ual  imercourse  witli  female  slaves  ;  and  the  Greatest  .solici- 
tude is  ofien  maiiifisK  d,  to  have  ih.*  'breeding  wenchea,'  a.«  they  are  called,  (many  of  whoni 
are  the  ofl^prinf;  of  the  slavt-holders,)  produce  mulatto  children  ;  mulattoes  being  generally  the 
most  marketable  s^Iaves.  As  much  soliciiudi?  is  feli  on  this  important  point,  a.o  is  folt  respect- 
ing the  breidiiig  of  brute  females  ;  and  for  t'le  same  reason,  namely,  to  increase  the  value  of 
the  rnurkpt.ible  slave  stock.  The  female  increase  of  this  beastly  process,  reared  for  purposes 
of  prostitution  frefjuently  com'nand  e.\trav.igant  prices  ;  and  a  regular  market  for  this  infer- 
nal purpose,  is  held  at  New  Orleans  and  i>tlier  places.  This  brutal  process  is  carried  on  wilh 
very  little  conceahnent  ;  and  is  openly  admiiltd  and  boasted  of,  by  tiie  traffickers  in  human 
flesh  and  haopinas-s.  The  colored  women  being  without  anv  proi«reiion,  ore  obliged  to  submit 
to  this  hellish  treatment  wiihout  murmuring;  and  the)  are  punishtd  wiih  the  most  barbarous 
cruelty,  if  they  resist  or  resent  it.  Yet  many  opp.isers  of  abolition  at  the  north,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  these  abomination?,  profess  to  be  horrified  at  the  prospect  of  the  former,  througH 
fear  of  amali^nmatiun  !  !  ! 

And  i:  ivi  curious  to  hear  these  corruplionisJs  contradict  themselves.  They  pretend  there  la 
60  strong  a  natural  antipathy  between  the  tw«»  racen,  that  the  white  cannot  respect  the  rights 
of  the  black  race  ;  and  yet  they  fear  their  amalgamation  !  Thfiy  soVj  this  dislike  and  repug- 
nanee  is  so  great,  that  Ihey  never  can  amalgamate  ,  and  yet  that  they  inevitably  will  am^lga- 
mate,  if  the  blacks  arc  allowed  efjual  rights!  Accoraing  to  their  declaration!*,  Ihey  have  no 
more  reason  to  fear  an  amalgamation  of  fire  and  water,  than  of  the  whites  and  blacks,  under 
««i/ circumstances  ;  and  yet  contrary  to  reason  of  their  own  showing,  they  pretend  to  fear  it! 
The  contemptible  hypocrisy  of  this  pretended  fear,  is  plain  and  evident.  Had  it  been  real, 
the  alarm  would  have  been  sounded  long  ago.  The  fact  that  no  such  alarm  was  ever  heard 
of,  at  the  forced  amalgamation  rapidly  progressing  in  the  slave  states,  to  a  prodigiouti  extent, 
during  the  period  of  one  hundred  and  fifiy  years,  so  long  as  the  offupring  of  that  amalgnmation 
were  securely  enslaved,  lendk  us  to  presume,  that  no  such  alarm  would  ever  have  been  ra'sed,  if 
the  liberty  amlrights  of  the  slaves  had  not  been  agitated.  The  beastly  process  of  southern  slave 
amalgamation,  might  have  gone  on,  till  there  was  not  a  drop  of  pure  white  blood  left  in  the 
slave  states,  and  not  one  of  the  present  amalgatna'ion  alarmists  would  have  murmured;  be- 
cause Ihey  love  amalgamation  for  its  own  sake,  provided  it  ia  united  with  slavery  1  The  cus- 
tomary ravishment  und  prog'.itHtion  of  colortd  women,   in  those   s'.stes,  might  have  progressed 


■.y>  ilie  end  of  liine  ;  and  had  not  ihe  enslaved  conilillon  ot  ilieee  womenj  and  their  offspring  beeu 
disturbed,  nol  one  of  tliese  reprobates  would  Lave  objected.  Tlicse  facta  show,  that  it  is  not 
any  mixiure  of  blood  ;  hut  freedom,  that  tliese  coiruptionists  fear.  Tliey  fear  an  amalgamation 
of  liberty  an.d  rights  ;  not  that  of  color. 

The  moralily  of  the  objection  is  this.  That  on  account  of  the  apprehended  probability,  of  a 
small  additional  amount  of  amalgamation,  in  the  free  states,  in  case  of  a  general  emancipa- 
tion, we  ought  to  consent  to  the  perpetuity,  of  the  bloody  system  of  slavery  in  the  slave 
states,  though  God  has  commanded  us  to  attack  and  abolish  it  j  that  is,  that  wo  ought  to  pre- 
fer and  support  a  real  evil,  of  the  greatest  magnitude  and  most  dangerous  tendency,  in  order 
to  prevent  an  imaginary  evil,  of  triflmg  importance,  even  if  it  were  real,  though  we  violate  the 
commanda  of  God  thereby  ;  and  further,  that  people  ought  to  remain  deprived  of  all  the  rights 
which  God  has  given  them,  for  fear  they  may  oSend  tho  tasle  of  other  people,  (and  though 
they  do  not  violate  His  Law  by  such  oflunce,)  if  those  rights  are  restored  to  them,  as  God 
has  commandod  !  !  This  is  tho  moral  consistency,  of  the  amalgamation  objectors  to  abolition. 
And  if  this  be  not  'straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel,'  what  is?  A^nd  is  such  '.Tjor- 
ality'  consistent  with  the  profession  of  genuine  democracy  and  Christianity  7  Surely  it  is  not, 
unless  the  basest  hypocrisy  is  consistent  with  them. 

So,  many  pretend,  that  the  free  blacks  aro  a  cuise  to  the  country  ;  who  would  never  have 
said  80,  if  their  pressnce  did  not  disturb  the  repose  of  slavery.  Many,  if  not  all  these  pretenders, 
well  know,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  slaveholders,  have  no  intention  of  parting  with  their 
slaves.  It  is  the  'free'  blacks  only  they  wish  to  he  rid  of.  And  to  get  rid  of  them,  they  have 
provided  Liberia,  as  a  'drain'  to  the  free  negroes,  far  the  purpose  of  securing  slavery  and  amalga- 
inalhn  at  home,  Thsy  consider  the  presence  of  slaves  here,  and  their  necessary  amalgamation^ 
a  'practical  blessing';  as  they  now  openly  avow.  Before  the  present  abolition  excitement  had 
made  much  progress,  they  affected  to  lament  slavery,  as  their  'misfortune,'  which  they  could 
not  get  rid  of,  because  it  was  'entailed'  on  them  ;  but  since  the  formidable  increase  of  that  ex- 
citement, the  tune  is  entirely  changed  ;  and  slavery  is  now  a  'practical  blessing  !'  And  I  won- 
der how  any  enlightened  person,  can  consider  the  eottlement  of  colored  people  on  this  conti. 
lienl,  in  a  slate  of  republican  liberty,  equalily^  knotvledgt  and  eivilizalion,  to  be  anything  else  but 
a  real  'blessing.'  For  I  suspect  moro  white  people  can  exist  on  the  continent,  lelth  than  with- 
out its  present  black  population.  The  hot  countries  of  this  continent  can  never  be  cultivated 
by  white  labor.  The  climates  of  those  countries  will  never  permit  it  ;  and  the  slaveholderB 
know  it  well.  Negro  slaves  were  first  imported  into  this  country,  for  this  very  reason  ;  and 
negroes  will  always  remain  in  it,  for  tha  same  reason.  So  for  the  same  reason,  black  slaves 
were  introduced  into  the  West  Indies  and  South  America.  So  long  as  those  countries  are  cul- 
tivated at  all,  they  must  be  cultivated  by  black  labor.  And  it  is  not  black  labor  ;  but  slave  la- 
bor, that  curses  them,  Free,  well  paid  black  labor,  would  make  all  those  countriea  earthly 
paradises.  On  this  account,  the  entire  departure  of  our  whole  colored  population,  would  ruin 
the  southern  states;  and  the  slaveholders  know  it;  and  will  never  therefore  part  with  their  co- 
lored population,  on  any  terms  or  conditions.  They  will  finally  consent  tv  a  general  aboli- 
tion ;  but  never  to  a  general  colonization.  Tho  latter  would  be  their  certain  ruin  ;  of  which 
fact  they  are  fully  aware  Nor  will  they  care  any  more  about  amalgamation  after  abolition, 
than  they  did  before,  It  is  the  absenci ;  not  the  presence  of  free  emancipated  blacks,  that  the 
country  would  have  any  just  cause  to  deplore. 

So  eager  are  the  slaveholders  to  perpetuate  and  extend  slavery,  (and  of  course  to  perpetu- 
ate and  extend  amalgamation,)  that  they  are  endeavoring  by  open  force  and  fraud,  and  by  the 
most  reckless  violations  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  to  annex  Texas  to  this  country,  for  this  very 
purpose.  Hero  is  a  new  and  widely  extended  field  opened,  fay  these  atrociously  wicked  raeana, 
for  the  e.\tension  of  slavery,  and  its  necessary  attendant,  amalgamation  ;  these  being  the  two 
principal  objects  of  the  Texian  rebellion.  Yet  not  one  of  tho  amalgamation  alarmists,  hM 
raised  his  voice  against  the  project !  Free  amalgamation  ia  the  object  of  their  constant  horror; 
but  in  slavi  amalgamation,  they  have  the  utmost  complocency  and  satisfaction.  lys  only 
■p/b«a  the  liberty  and  equal  rights  of  colored  people  aro  proposed,  that  they  become  convijlsed 
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with  fear,  of  this  imaginary  evil  !  What  plainer  proof  can  wc  have,  of  iheir  shameleBS  Uy 
p*cri«y,  and  degrading  moral  corruption  ? 

Many  of  the  corruptionista  I  have  here  exposed,  have  raised  and  spread  the  amalgamation 
alarm,  for  ihe  purpose  of  promoting  the  colonization  scheme  ;  as  well  as  hindering  the  progress 
of  abolition.  But  as  many  honest  people  have,  through  Iheir  corrupt  agc.icy,  sufTcred  Ihem- 
geives  to  be  misled,  by  this  foolish  bug-bear  of  amalgamation,  I  will  for  their  sake  treat  tha 
iubject  seriously.  I  do  not  apprehend  an  amalgamation  of  color,  to  any  considerable  extent, 
in  a  state  of  perfect  freedom  to  both  races.  A  few  solitary  cases  niiglit  now  and  then  occur ; 
as  they  now  do  in  the  free  states  ;  and  but  a  few.  The  natural  repugnance  of  t!ie  two  races, 
will  in  such  a  state,  be  a  very  effectual  general  bar  to  the  practice  ;  such  freedom  being  the 
only  means,  to  restore  the  free  operation  of  the  bar.  Slavery  has  caused  almost  all  the  amal- 
gamation in  the  country  j  and  abolition  will  put  an  almost  entire  stop  to  it.  I  believe  this; 
because  there  will  be  nothing  like  a  neeessily  ;  no  special  totriptation,  (as  there  now  is,  on  ac- 
count of  the  unprotected  condition  of  female  slaves,)  for  amalgamation.  Each  race  being  fur- 
nished, with  its  own  proportional  sexual  distribution,  its  own  proportion  ofmales  and  females, 
will  have  no  necessary  motive  or  strong  temptation,  to  seek  to  amalgamate  n>ith  the  other. — 
The  rights  and  chastity  of  colored  M'omen,  being  protected  by  law,  the  violence  which  is  now 
th«  most  rapid  agent  of  amalgamation,  will  cease,  and  with  it  the  practice  itself.  In  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies,  where  the  same  alarm  had  been  circulated,  in  its  most  odious  and  frightful 
colors,  the  scarecrow  of  amalgamation  has  wholly  vanished  ;  the  alarmists  themselves  being 
anxious,  to  prevent  their  colored  people,  from  leaving  them  !  Nothing  ia  less  thought  of  or 
cared  about,  than  amalgamation,  in  all  those  islands.  Both  races  find  they  have  other  lawful 
business,  of  much  mote  importance  to  attend  to. 

Marriage  when  free,  is  generally  a  matter  of  taste.  And  neither  marriage  nor  other  social 
intercourse,  are  matters  of  natural  right.  They  depend  wholly  on  contract  or  agreement.  No 
person  has  alright  to  enjoy  the  company  or  society  of  another,  without  his  or  her  free  consent. 
The  natural  Rights,  such  as  Security,  Liberty,  Property,  4"C.,  are  independent  of  the  consent 
of  others,  being  exclusive  &  not  conventional  rights  ;  as  was  slated  in  the  First  Lecture.  But 
Marriage  and  Social  Intercourse  are  not;  being  merely  conventional  rights;  and  therefore  er- 
lireiy  dependant  on  the  conseat  of  others.  Complete  aboHtion  will  give  no  right  to  amalga- 
mate, unless  it  be  perfectly  voluntary  on  both  sides  ;  and  this  volition,  or  free  choice,  owing  to 
distaste,  will  be  seldom  exercised.  Nor  are  Americans  the  only  people  who  fear  amalgama- 
Cion.  The  upper  ranks  of  society  in  Europe,  will  no  sooner  amalgamate  with  the  lower,  than 
our  whites  will  with  the  negroes ;  a  fact  which  proves,  that  condition  as  well  as  celor,  has 
much  agency  in  tha  production  of  'prejudice.'  Nor  will  abolition  lessen  the  distaste  or  dislike 
to  color.  It  will  only  put  an  end  to  the  prejudice  against  rights  ;  and  that  system  of  wrong, 
violence  and  brutal  insult,  which  is  the  principal  cause,  of  all  the  amalgamation  in  the 
country.  And  though  complete  emancipation  will  give  the  conventional  right  of  legal  amal- 
gamation ;  yet  where  two  races  of  people,  have  such  a  natural  distaste  to  each  others'  persons, 
as  the  whites  and  black  have,  there  will  never  be  any  danger  of  their  amalgamating,  to  any 
alarming  or  injurious  extent.  Suoh  emancipation  renders  amalgamation  fears,  what  they  ought 
always  to  be — a  mere  eabject  of  ridicule. 

Many  people  seem  to  fear  legal  amalgamation,  aa  an  evil ;  and  it  really  is  so  in  all  respects, 
■o  long  as  colored  people  are  compelled  to  remain  degraded  in  society  ;  and  it  is  always  an  e- 
vil  to  the  feelings  of  those,  who  have  a  disrelish  to  it ;  as  most  people  really  have.  And  if  it 
be  a  real  evil,  the  white  people  have  no  right  to  complain  of  it  ;  for  it  is  they,  and  not  the  co- 
lored people,  who  have  introduced  and  supported  all  the  amalgamation  in  the  country.  In- 
juriei  to  taste  at  least,  are  uo  excuse  for  violations  of  rights.  We  are  perfectly  sensible  they 
ar«  not  in  other  oases.  Our  tastes  are  frequently  offended  ;  but  we  never  think  of  violating 
lh«  rights  of  any  body,  on  that  aceount,  sxcept  those  of  the  colored  people.  If  a  white  person 
does  nothing  more  than  offend  our  taste,  we  never  think  of  injuring  him  for  that  reason  ;  a  fact 
which  proves,  that  there  is  no  connexion  between  slavery  and  color ;  for  if  there  were,  white 
•©lor  would,  for  any  thing  we  know  to  the  contrary,  be  as  likely  to  produce  slavery,  as  black 
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or  anj  other  color!  Nor  13  sucli  a  motive  for  tlie  violation  of  rights,  ever  permitted  in  ths 
Scriptures  ;  a  fact  thai  proves  it  to  be  blasphemous.  And  the  rejection  of  it  in  every  other 
case  proves,  that  had  not  slavery  existed,  vs'o  should  never  have  thought  of  enslaving  colored 
people,  or  otherwise  abusing  them,  on  account  of  amalgamation,  or  any  other  mere  offence  to 
taste.  And  were  slavery  now  to  be  abolished,  we  should  never  think  of  reviving  it,  to  prevent 
amalgamation.  For  such  revival  we  perfectly  know,  would  only  increase  this  'evil  '  a  hund- 
red fold  faster^  than  it  would  increase,  in  a  state  of  perfect  freedom  to  both  races. 

The  inquiry  may  be  made,   if  any  special  measures  would   be  necessary  or  advisable,  in  a 
state  of  perfect  freedom  to  both  races,  to  prevent  amalgamation  ?     I  answer  no  ;  none  at  all 
will   be  necessary  I  because  there  will  be  no  danger  of  it.     As  an  offence  to  my  own  taste,  I, 
would  in  all  cases  oppose  it,  if  necessary,  so  far  as  I  could  without  violating  the  Law  of  God.— 
We  always  instinctively  oppose  other  oflences  against    our  taste,  within  these  sacred  limits; 
and  thus  far  commit  no  sin,   by  so  doing  ;  and  bo  far  it  would  be   perfectly  just   and  right  to 
oppose  the  legal  amalgamation  of  the  two  races ;  but  no  farther.       Abolitionists  as   such,  de- 
sire no  amalgamation  of  color.     They  only  desire  an  amalgamation  oi  rights.      But  say    their 
enemies;  the  one  amalgamation  will  lead  to  the  other.     If  the  whites  and  blacks  are  allowed 
the  right  to  intermarry,  they  will  do  so.     This  is  a  mistake.      The  effect  will  be  directly  the 
other  way.     If  they  will  have  the  right  to  intermarry,  they  will  also  have  the  right,  not  to  in- 
termarry ;  and  this  latter  right,  owing  to  distaste  and  repugnancy,  will  always  be  exercised  by 
both  races.     The  mere  conventional  right  of   matrimony    will  have  no  effect   to  produce  a  ge- 
iiera!  amalgamation,  in  comparison  of  that,  which  the  slave  rights  of  ravishment  and  prostitu- 
tion now  have.     It  is  for  tho  want  of  an  amalgamation  of  rights,  that  that  of  color  increases  at 
ihe  rate  it  now  does,  in  the  slave  states. 

I  have  stated,  that  marriage  and  social  intercourse,  are  not  matters  of  natural  right,  but  ex- 
ist in  contract  anu  agreement  merely.  We  are  perfectly  sensible  in  other  cases,  that  they 
depend  wholly  on  the  agreements  and  consent  of  parties  ;  and  that  a  refusal  of  such  rights, 
does  not  justly  interrupt  the  harmony  of  society  ;  because  it  never  justly  disturbs  or  infringes, 
any  persons  rights.  In  European  society  it  is  as  disgraceful  for  the  higher  ranks  to  associate 
openly  and  publicly  vvilh  the  lower,  as  it  is  in  this  country,  for  white  people  to  associate  thus 
with  negroes.  The  civil  and  religious  equality  of  mankind,  does  not  include  their  social  equa-> 
iity.  The  former  are  matters  of  strict  e.xclusive  right ;  the  latter  of  contract.  The  vValurai 
Rights,  such  as  Security,  Liberty  and  Property  before  mentioned,  and  the  Relative  Rights  of 
husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  &;c.  are  matters  of  strict  exclusive  right,  independent  of 
the  consent  of  others,  given  to  us  by  our  Maker.  All  other  rights  are  matters,  either  of  con.- 
tract  or  usurpation. 

Different  races  of  men  may  live  intermingled  in  society,  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights, 
without  any  amalgamation,  with  as  much  harmony  and  as  little  disturbance  and  trouble,  as 
different  seels  and  languages  do.  Nothing  is  easier  or  more  natural  in  practice,  however  dif-- 
ficiilt  it  seems  in  theory  and  prospect ;  as  all  white  people  who  live  near  colored  neighbors, 
in  free  countries,  well  know.  Sects  and  languages  never  amalgamate,  though  existing  for  a. 
ges  in  the  same  neighborhoods  ;  on  account  of  their  repugnancy.  All  sectarians  well  know, 
there  ia  no  danger  of  such  amalgamalioii,  on  this  account.  Nor  will  there  be  any  danger  of 
amalgamation  of  color,  in  a  state  of  freedom,  for  the  same  reason. 

I  for  one  am  of  the  opinion,  that  the  permanent  settlement  of  our  colored  people  in  this 
country  in  astute  of  permanent  freedom  and  equality  of  rights,  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  bless- 
in^s  the  country  can  enjoy  ;  because  they  only  can  cultivate  the  extreme  southern  part  of  it, — 
The  rich  products  of  those  hot  regions,  so  necessary  to  feed  and  clothe  the  nation,  can  only  be 
rai.sed  and  brought  to  market,  by  the  labor  of  those  people.  No  other  event  would  go  half  so 
far,  to  ruin  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  as  their  departure.  It  is  not  negroes, 
but  slavery,  that  ruins  the  country.  Slavery  alone^  has  rendered  them  and  the  whiles  curses 
to  each  other ;  or  rather  has  cuised  them  b^th.  Perfect  freedom  alone,  will  render  them  both 
■he  siertteil  blossinss  to  each  other. 


ii6 

'To  prevaiU  ilJega!  ainaigainatiou,  ilie  same  as  illegal  cohabitation  of  any  Uintl,  imliiing  more 
will  be  necessary,  than  virtuous  education  and  conEcqucnt  good  morals.  Merc  literary  educa- 
tion alono,  will  not  make  society  virtuous,  prospeicus  and  happy  ;  liowovcr  much  it  may  polish 
and  refine  it.  Nay,  without  morality,  such  education  seems  to  render  men  the  more  wicked  ; 
as  the  conduct  of  a  great  portion  of  the  wealtliiest  cjass  will  testify.  Many  of  the  worst  and  vi- 
lest corruptionists  in  existence,  possess  great  literary  accomplishments  ;  so  necessary  is  good  mo- 
ral education,  to  form  virtuous  society.  Genuine  christian  morality  united  with  literature,  will 
alone  enable  men,  to  realize  the  blessings  of  universal  freedom.  And  these  acquirements  are  all 
that  will  ever  be  necessary,  to  insure  the  greatest  prosperity  and  happiness  to  both  races,  livin" 
together  unamalgamated,  in  a  state  of  perfect  republican  equality  of  riglits.  Our  wicked  hatred 
of  the  black  race  is  now  so  strong,  owing  to  our  habitual  aristocratic  prejudices,  against-their  en-'"' 
slaved  and  degraded  condition,  that  this  effect  seems  on  the  first  view,  to  be  incredible  and  im- 
possible. But  the  habit  of  treating  their  rights  with  respect,  which  abolition  and  law  together 
niust  produce,  would  soon  remove  the  apparent  impossibility.  How  many  things  are  now  in 
familiar  use,  that  were  once  deemed  impossible!  Hundreds  of  such  cases  may  be  cited  from 
history.  How  many  useful  projects  and  inventions,  that  were  once  pronounced  visionary  and 
impracticable,  and  wliich  drew  popular  odium  on  their  authors,  are  now  celebrated  for  their 
utility  and  excellenco  I  Nothing  that  now  a;7;>ears  to  many  minds,  so  difficult  and  formid- 
able will  on  fair  trial  be  found  easier  or  more  agreeable  in  practice,  than  the  legal  and  republi- 
can equality  of  the  two  races.  And  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  every  body  will  wonder, 
there  should  ever  have  been  any  supposed  difficulty  about  it. 

Many  have  imagined,  that  the  two  races  eaiinot  live  intermixed  (not  amalgamated)  in  society, 
on  terms  of  legal  equality;  or,  both  in  possession  of  equal  legal  rights.  They  seem  to  reason,  as 
if  there  were  some  natural  cause  or  impediment,  to  obstruct  and  prevent  such  equality ;  or,  as  if 
human  rights  must  necessarily  be  as  different,  as  human  color;  whereas  rights  are  by  the  gilt  and 
appointment  of  God,  as  common  to  all  mankind,  as  their  speech  and  reason,  their  shape  and  or- 
ganization, their  faculties  and  abilities,  their  wants  and  desires,  their  passions  and  appetites,  or 
other  essential  qualities  ;  eras  the  elements  by  which  they  ate  supported  are.  Whether  the  two 
races,  living  together  in  the  same  society  or  country,  can  enjoy  equal  .rights,  primarily  depends, 
as  already  remarked,  on  the  equal  operation  of  equal  Laio.  Let  the  Laws  !*o  equal,  and  their 
Rights  will  be  equal ;  and  to  render  the  laws  equal,  let  them  be  made  and  administered,  by  all 
the  citizens  equally,  without  regard  to  color  or  other  physical  peculiarities.  If  the  Law  equali- 
zei  men's  rights,  they  will  remain  equal,  so  long  as  the  law  remains  in  force.  Nor  will  it  bo 
possible  for  evil  disposed  men,  to  destroy  this  equality,  unless  they  first  destroy  tlie  law,  or  pre- 
vent its  operation.  Nor  if  the  law  equalizes  human  rights,  is  it  of  any  consequence,  so  long  as 
the  law  remains  in  force,  how  many  different  races  or  varieties  of  men,  live  in  the  same  society  ; 
any  more  than  it  is,  how  many  different  sects,  languages  or  religions  exist  in  the  same  society. — 
It  might  as  well  be  pretended,  that  horees  and  cattle  of  different  colors,  cannot  live  together  in 
the  same  pasture,  or  that  goods  of  different  colors  cannot  lie  on  the  same  shelf,  as  that  men  of 
different  colors,  cannot  live  in  the  same  society,  without  destroying  each  others'  rights.  Such 
pretended  inability  or  necessity,  is  a  contemptible  phantom,  as  before  remarked.  It  was  f&rmer- 
ly  seriously  and  perhaps  honestly  supposed,  that  orthodox  and  heretical  christians,  could  not  live 
together  in  the  same  society;  a  notion  no  more  absurd,  than  the  one  under  consideration.  liut 
•we  know  that  this  foolery  was,  by  liberal  sentiments  and  equal  laws,  exploded  long  ago.  And 
it  was  not  the  only  nonsense  the  world  needed  ridding  of. 

I  have  been  the  more  prolix  in  my  remarks,  on  this  phantom  of  amalgamation,  in  consequence 
of  having  observed,  that  it  is  tho  strongest  objection,  some  honest  people  appear  to  have  to  aboli- 
tion; and  is  the  principal  reason  why  they  adhere,  to  the  hopeless  and  criminal  scheme  of  coloni- 
zation. One  objection  will  often  weigh  with  some,  that  will  have  no  effect  on  others  ;  and  I 
think  it  probable,  that  this  one  contemptible  as  it  is,  has  had  the  greatest  weiglit  in  many  honest 
minds,  of  any.  Noiie  of  tho  objections,  urged  against  tho  abolition  of  slavery,  have  any  intrin- 
sic merit;  and  this  one  on  a  critical  examination,  is  discovered  to  be  as  groundless  and  worthless 
38  the  rest;  and  ohly  needs  to  bare  its  demerits  thoroughly  exposed,  to  be  like  the  rest  con- 
temptuously rejected. 

15tli  Obj. — Dissolution  of  the  Union. 

The  slaveholders  threaten  to  dissolve  the  union,  because  a  'contemptible  band  of  fanatics,*  as 
they  snecringly  call  the  abolitionists,  will  agitate  tlie  'delicate  subject'  of  slavery,  and  urge  its  a- 
bolition.  Where  then,  I  ask,  is  the  boasted  and  puiTed  'chivalry'  of  the  south  ?  Is  it  really 
'chivalrous'  and  magnanimous;  is  it  'high-souled'  conduct,  for  men  professing  such  great  and  no- 
ble qualities,  to  pay  so  much  regard,  to  such  a  'contoniptiblo'  agency,  as  on  account  of  it,  to 
threaten  the  commission  of  the  highest  criminal  offence,  of  which  tiiesubiBcts  of  government  are 
capable!  A  lion  will  not  attack  a  mouse.  And  it  inu^t  bo  anew  &ort  oi' 'chivalry,'  that  would 
leign  to  attack  &uch  'contsojptible'  opponents,  au  the  slaveholders  represent  liic  aboliiioriist^  tc  h*; 
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Ar.d  what  too  wlien  viewed  wiili  this  tfe.isonable  threat,  becoiiioa  ofliie  Blaveliolding  ai  well 
as  doughfaced  pretence,  o(  the  'conleiUmont'  and  'happiness'  of  the  Blares  I  What  ;  a  'contempt- 
ible cause  agitate  and  'influence,'  such  a  'happy'  and  'contented'  sat  of  beings,  to  such  a  degree, 
as  to  render  a  dissolution  of  the  union  necessary,  in  order  to  counteract  the  effect  1  O  consist- 
ency ;  thou  art  indeed  'a  rare  jewel,'  among  people  of  a  particular  description.  The  slavehold- 
ers declare  their  slaves  to  be,  'better  off  than  the  northern  laborers';  to  be  'the  happiest  peasant- 
ry in  the  world,'  and  'so  contented,  they  would  not  take  their  freedom  aa  a  gift';  but  yet,  if  the 
subjects  of  slavery  and  abolition  be  agitated  at  all,  even  at  the  north,  where  it  can  have  'no  ef- 
fect,' and  by  'contemptible  fanatics'  too,  it  will  cause  such  an  'excitement  among  the  slaves,' 
as  to  render  a  dissolution  of  the  union  necessary,  to  enable  the  masters, to  hold  this  'pocaliar  spe- 
cies of  property'  in  security  ! ! 

Viewed  in  the  light  of  the  avowed  motives,  from  which  the  threat  is  made,  its  plain  import 
and  6ffect,  an  effect  as  clear  as  if  made  in  so  many  words,  is,  that  if  the  abolitionists  do  right,  the 
Blaveholdcrs  will  do  wrong;  that  if  the  former  continue  to  preach  righteousness  and  repentance 
from  sin,  the  latter  will  sin  still  the  harder  ;  that  if  the  former  will  persist,  in  the  discharge  of  a 
Divine  duty  and  obligation,  in  tlio  exercise  of  constitutional  and  Divine  rights  both,  the  latter  will 
cenainly  commit  treason  and  other  atrocious  crimes  1  Because  abolitionists  are  determined  to 
obey  the  commands  of  God,  they  are  Iho  more  determined  to  violate  them  /  Uecause  the  former 
will  sorve  -God,  they  will  serve  the  devil  1  And  the  morality  of  it^,  that  because  the  slavehol- 
ders will  sin,  the  abolitionists  ouglit  to  sin  also,  by  neglecting  to  'open  their  mouths  for  ths 
dumb';  jusl  as  if  the  sins  of  the  former  can  excuse  those  of  the  latter  I  If  this  is  not  the  exact 
language  of  the  tlireat,  it  is  its  exact  meaning  and  effect,  when  compared  with  the  motives  with 
which  it  is  made;  motives  in  which  tho  'men-slealers'  are  justified,  by  all  their  doughfaced  al- 
lies in  tho  free  states.  But  are  the  crimes  or  criminal  threats  of  wicked  men,  any  excuse  for  the 
neglect  of  christian  duty  7  Are  we  at  liberty  to  sin  because  others  do?  The  spirit  of  tho  scriptures 
says  they  are  not;  vide  Isa.  Iviii  1,  Eze.  iii  7-11,  17,  18,  Mic.  iii  5-8,  2d  Tim.  iv  2-5,  and  a 
great  number  of  similar  passages.  The  holy  prophets,  whose  example  is  specially  intended  for 
our  imitation,  boldly  delivered  their  massages,  in  spite  of  wicked  threats  and  persecutions.  Christ 
commanded  his  apostles,  to  'preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature';  though  he  at  the  same  time  in- 
formed thorn,  they  would  bo  persecuted  and  put  to  dealk  for  domg  so.  In  imitation  of  these  ex- 
amples, Luthor,  and  other  reformers,  persevered  in  Ihoir  'works  of  righteousness,'  in  spits  o-f 
the  most  wicked  and  ferocious  threats,  and  tho  most  imminent  dangers;  and  have  since  beeH 
celebrated  as  worthy  christian  reformers,  for  this  special  christian  duty.  Besides,  a  contrary 
coursQ  does  like  the  false  prophets,  mako  the  wills  of  wicked  men  the  rule  of  duty,  instead  of 
the  will  of  God  !  Appropriate  examples  may  also  be  selected  from  prophane  history.  In  our 
revolutionary  war,  Tor  instance,  the  tories  and  cowards  exhorted  the  colonists  to  submission, 
without  making  any  attempts  to  assert  their  rights,  or  redress  their  wrongs  ;  because  such  at- 
tempts would  only  provoke  the  British  government,  to  retaliate  by  still  greater  oppressions. — 
But  this  danger  was  wisely  held  to  be  no  good  motive,  for  tamo  submission  to  open  tyranny. — 
And  what  would  bo  thouglit  of  the  patriotism  ofeucli,  as  should  advise  silent  submission,  to  ev- 
ery unprovoked  attack  on  our  national  rights,  merely  because  tyrants  threaten  resistance  with 
retalialioii  1  VVe  know  such  advisers  would  ho  treated,  with  open  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
But  for  arguments  sake,  suppose  the  abolitionists  actually  do  wrong,  to  the  injurv  of  the  slave- 
holders. Will  their  sins  excuse  those  of  the  latter  ?  Will  they  justify  the  slaveholders  in  op- 
pressing other  people?  Can  crime  ever  justify  crime  ?  VVe  all  know  it  cannot.  And  if  the 
slaveholders  are  really  'I'njured'  by  abolitionists,  why  do  they  not  apply  to  llie  law  for  redress; 
as  for  other  injuries  received  ,  and  not  threaten  to  break  law,  because  others,  as  they  pretend,'' 
do  wrong  without  breaking  it!  Or  if  they  have  no  legal  redress,  (as  they  admit'tliey  have  not;) 
is  this  because  the  law,  or  their  own  conduct,  is  wrong  and  defective?  Surely  to  violate  good 
laws  of  every  kind,  both  Divine  and  human,  merely  because  others  obey  such  laws,  (as  the  abo- 
litionists now  clearly  do,)  i^  conduct  most  blasphemously  criminal.  And  this  is  the  only  motive 
the  slaveholders  have,  for  threatening  to  dissolve  the  union  I  ! 

And  the  alaveholdors  and  their  advocates  complain,  of  the  just  and  reasonable  provocation 
they  ?iavo,  to  instigate  them  to  this  treasonable  design.  Let  us  consider  the  nature  of  this  'pro- 
vocation.' Obedience  to  the  comman(fs  of  God,  a  j'asi  provocation  to  commit  crimes  !  Imita- 
ting the  example  of  our  Savi'our,  the  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs,  ^  just  provocation!  'Do- 
ing as  wo  would  be  done  by,*  a. just  ami  reasonable  'provocation.'  Crimes  are  always  commit- 
ted from  bad  motives  ;  and  none  but  the  greatest  criminals  ever  allege  tho  the  'practice  of  riglit- 
eoasness'  as  such.  And  none  therefore  can  be  worse,  than  the  slaveholders  and  their  friends  a- 
vow.     They  are  open  blasphemy. 

And  suppose  this  treasonable  pretence  to  bo  as  true, as  it  is  contemptibly  false.  Must  salutary 
reforms  never  bo  undertaken,  because  the  vices  and  evils  to  be  reformed,  produce  danger  to  the 
reformers?  Have  we  a  right  to  make  the  wiftkcd  wills  of  wicked  men,  tho  rule  of  duty,  instead 
of  the  Divine  will  I  I\Iust  crime  never  be  nttompteil  to  be  abolished,  and  criminal  customs  re- 
formed, because  the  criminuls  threaten  treason  if  tho  attempt  is  made  !  Suppose  all  the  count- 
';ifc!lcis,  lobbers,  anJ  olher  ctunhmh  in  the  cc/Uiilry,  should  threaten  as  the  slaveholders  do,  !o 
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disiolve  the  union,  if  attempts  bo  luade  to  aboliali  tiieir  ciiniiiial  practices  ;  ought  not  sucli  at- 
tempts nevertheless  to  be  made?  Must  the  whole  gospel  never  be  proclaimed,  because  wicked 
men  now  as  they  former!)'  did,  threaten  the  commission  of  crimes  if  it  is?  Or  shall  we  let  the 
quiet  progress  of  crime  alone,  «nd  the  country  go  on  to  certain  destruction,  because  others  threat- 
en still  more  crimes,  if  such  'interference'  is  attempted;  and  then  call  this  acquiescence />a{ri- 
otisml  Where  is  the  christian  morality  or  even  prudence,  that  justifies  such  abstinence  from 
such  a  motive?  Besides,  will  the  dangers  or  ditljculties  of  abolition,  become  less  by  delay ''  E- 
very  body  knows  that  both  are  daily  increasing;  and  that  deUy  has  no  effect  but  to  accelerate 
Itbat  increae«.  Those  difficulties  are  lets  noio  than  they  ever  will  be  again  by  (hlaij.  The  best 
policy  therefore  dictates,  that  if  a  persevering  attempt  is  ever  to  be  made,  to  abolish  slavery,  it 
ought  to  be  made  note,  without  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay  or  relaxation.  And  again;  the 
alternative  is  new  presented  by  the  slaveholders^  either  of  the  dissolution  of  the  union,  or  of  that 
of  the  liberties  of  the  northern  people  ;  the  union  and  slavery,  or  disunion  and  liberty,  or  rather 
slavery  or  disunion.  Supposing  this  dreadful  alternative  to  be  really  inevitable,  as  some  dough- 
facad  alarmists  will  have  it  to  be  ;  would  a  man  who  has  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  him,  hesitate 
which  to  choose  ?  Which  is  the  least  of  the  two  evils,  universal  slavery,  or  disunion  with 
slaveholders? 

The  'union'  is  already,  in  effect,  to  a  great  extent  'dissolved.'  It  affords  not  the  slightest  pro- 
tection, to  the  constitional  rights  of  abolitionists,  in  any  of  the  slave  states;  and  does  not  prevent 
the  grossest  outrages  on  thoie  rights,  and  generally  without  any  redress,  in  the  so  called  'free' 
states.  Our  'glorious  union,'  effected  by  means  of  our  'noble  constitution,'  intended  to  provide 
for  the  'common  defence,'  and  to  'secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,'  &c.,  is  of  no  value  to  freemen 
m  the  slave  states,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  free  states.  None  of  them  are  any  the  more  secure 
in  the  slave  states,  on  account  of  the  'union.'  None  of  their  just  rights  are  at  all  respected  in 
those  states,  on  account  of  the  uni»n  or  constitution.  The  slaveholders  and  their  tools,  are  or- 
ganized as  a  vast  banditti,  in  all  those  states,  to  outrage  and  murder  all  abolitionists,  without  the 
slightest  regard  to  legal  rights  »r  constitutional  guarantees,  not  even  in  point  of  fortn.  More  than 
half  a  million  of  people,  are  thus  practically  outlawed,  without  crime,  in  their  own  native  coun- 
try !  And  the  facts  here  detailed  show,  that  though  the  slaveholders  have  no  just  provocation, 
for  a  dissolution  of  the  union,  the  people  in  the  free  states  have.  They  nnd  they  only  have  re- 
ceived sufHoient  provocation.  For  as  the  'union'  affords  no  protection,  to  some  of  their  dearest 
rights,  why  should  they  value  it  more  than  the  violators  of  those  rights  do  !  Our  forefathers  re- 
ceived no  greater  provocation  from  the  British  government,  to  dissolve  their  connexion  with  the 
British  empire,  than  those  that  the  northern  people  have  received,  from  the  slaveholders.  Bri- 
tish tyranny  was  not  as  cruel  and  destructive,  as  slaveholding  tyranny  is;  yet  our  forefathers 
'dissolved*  their  3ritish  'union,'  on  account  of  it.  But  such  is  the  love  of  their  descendants  for 
our  own  'union,'  that  none  of  them  have  threatened  its  dissolution,  except  those  who  have  given 
the  only  just  provocation  for  it ! 

And  the  abolitionists  have  been  frequently  warned,  both  in  the  spirit  of  caution  and  menace, 
of  the  consequencts  of  their  schemes  i  that  is  to  say,  warned  of  llio  'consequences'  of  the  practice 
of  righteousness  I  So  were  the  prophets  and  apostles  warned,  of  the  same  kind  of 'consequen- 
ces;'— vide  let  Kings  xviii  17,  Acts  iv  17-21,  v  40,  xvi  20-24,  xvii  5-7,  32,  and  other  passages. 
So  were  Luther,  Knox  and  Wesley  'warned  in  the  same  way.  So  have  all  reformers  been 
'warned.'  But  what  do  such  'warning-s'  mean  .'  Why  simply,  that  bad  men  will  commit 
crimes,  if  good  men  do  their  duty,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  God  1  Thus  our  forefath- 
ers were  'warned,'  of  the  consequences  of  their  resistance  {o  British  tyranny.  Such  blasphorji- 
ous  'warnings  Ijave  been  common  ip  eyery  age,  to  deter  the  ffiends  of  righteousness,  frorij  at- 
tempting salutary  reforms.  And  these  'warnings'  come  only  from  persons,  wli*  were  never 
known  to  warn  their  guilty  countrymen,  of  the  'consequences'  of  persistance  in  the  sin  of  slave- 
ry ;  though  such  consequences  are  the  only  qnes  to  be  justly  feared.  And  it  shoqld  be  remarked 
also,  that  these  slavish  'warnings,'  are  of  the  vengeance  of  wicked  men  only  ;  to  the  entire  dis- 
regard of  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty  I  But  are  such  'warnings'  to  be  heeded  ? — vide  Matt. 
X  25-28.  It  is  God  alone  and  His  displeasure  that  we  ought  to  fear ;  vide  Job  x  4,  Prov.  i  7,  Isa. 
viii  18,  13,  Eze.  xxii  14,  Luke  xii  4,  5,  1st  Pet.  iii  14.  And  as  He  has  commanded  us  to  over- 
throw slavery,  we  are  under  a  Divine  obligation  to  fulfil  the  command  ;  in  comparison  of  which, 
all  the  threats  and  'solemn  warnings'  of  reprobate  men,  are  not  of  the  slightest  impoitance;  ex- 
cept as  an  additional  motive,  to  zeal  in  the  work.  So  abolitionists  have  been  warned,  of  the 
froions  of  society,  by  men  who  fearsqch  'frowns,'  more  than  they  do  those  of  their  JVfaker.  The 
frowns  of  a  virtuous  public  sentiment,  are  a  merited  disgrace  and  just  punishrpent,  to  bad  char- 
acters. But  the  'frowns'  of  such  a  sentiment  as  that  produced  by  slavery,  are  the  greatest  hon- 
or that  an  abolitionist,  or  other  lover  of  righteousness  can  have;  as  great  as  the  'Irowns'  of  the 
corrupt  Jews  were  to  the  prophets  and  apostles  ;  as  those  of  the  Roman  government  and  peo- 
ple were  to  the  martyrs;  or  as  those  of  the  papal  hierarchy  were  to  Luther  and  the  other  re- 
formers. \Vhy  need  abolitionists  treubi*  themselves  about  such  'frowns,'  or  other  crirninal 
threats  ;  so  long  as  they  give  no  just  cause  for  them  \  For  it  is'c.eitain  that  they  have  never  giv- 
eti  any  such  cause;  ntiless  'works  of  righteousness'  .ire  such,     .^nd  when  dnd  where  was  it  ev 
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fcf  iisld,  by  any  except  tyrants,  that  proclamations  of  the  truth  and  eiiiortations  to  righteouHaeis, 
were  a  just  cause  for  such  tlireatsl  And  who,  but  such  as  Pharaoli,  Herod,  Nero,  Caligula 
and  Robespierre,  ever  uttered  such  threats  or 'warnings,'  on  such  prstences?  Who  but  real 
reorobates  ever  use  them,  to  prevent  works  of  righteousness  7  And  are  their  frownts  deserving 
the  notice  of  righteous  men  7  And  are  ciiminal  threats  and  pretences  ever  a  juMifiable  motive, 
for  neglect  of  the  commands  of  God  7  'Let  us  not  be  deceived,'  for  'God  will  not  be  mocked' 
in  this  way  ;  vide  Job  xiii  8,  9,  Prov.  xxix  25,  Gul.  vi  7.  The  wicked  threats  of  slaveholding 
tyrants,  are  no  more  to  be  regarded  by  the  friends  of  righteousnesi,  than  the  'idle  wind'  that  pas- 
ses us.     It  is  highly  sinful  to  be  deteifed  by  such  throats,  from  tho  discharge  of  known  duty. 

And  in  the  same  spirit  with  these  threats,  is  tho  charge  of 'rashness,'  so  currently  reported  a- 
gainst  the  abolitionists,  their  cause,  measures  and  spirit.  As  before  remarked  of  the  charge  of 
'imprudence  ;'  the  charge  is  true  only  in  the  corrupt  sense,  that  all  'works  and  workers  of  right- 
eousness' are  'rasli.'  If  to  obey  the  commands  of  God,  in  preference  to  those  of  mobs  and  ty- 
rants, to  practice  the  Golden  Rule,  in  spite  of  threats  and  menaces  for  doing  it;  to  exercise  con- 
stitutional rights  in  a  constitutional  manner,  for  the  best  good  of  the  country;  if  these  acts  are 
'rashness;'  then  abolition  is  nothing  but  'rashnessl'  If  our  Saviour,  the  prophets,  apostles,  martyrs 
and  reforrnere  were  'rash'  'misguided'  men, then  the  modern  abolitionists  are  very  'rash'  people  ; 
otherwise  the  charge  is  like  all  the  other  charges  against  abolitionism,  a  simple  falsehood. 

Were  we  to  place  any  confidence,  in  the  sincerity  of  the  threats,  of  a  'dissolution  of  the  uni- 
on, 'civil  war,'  &c.,  uttered  by  the  slaveholders,  we  might  have  some  reason  to  fear  those  evils; 
or  at  least,  that  attempts  would  be  made  to  produce  them.  A  great  uproar  is  made  and  alarms 
raised  of  such  dissolution  ;  and  all  as  is  declared,  en  account  of  the  peaceable,  legal  and  righte- 
ous efforts,  of  a  •contemptible  handful  of  fanatics,'  to  abolish  the  customary  practice,  of  one  of 
the  greatest  of  crimes  !  The  notes  of  alarm  resound  from  all  parts  of  the  slave  states  ;  and  are 
re-echoed  in  all  parts  of  the  free  states.  Southern  governors  and  legislators,  in  their  offieiai  ca- 
pacity ;  large  public  meetings  of  southern  citizens;  bodies  of  southern  clergy;  southern  newspa- 
pers and  periodicals,  roar  lustily  with  threats,  imprecations  and  maledictions,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  with  imperious  remonstrances  to  their  'northern  brethren,'  on  accoiint  of  the  conduct 
and  measures  of  the  'fanatics.'  Large  rewards  have  been  offered,  for  the  kidnapping  of  leading 
abolitionists;  and  special  legislation  demanded  to  silence  them.  The  whole  south  professes  to 
be  in  a  state  of  alarm,  bordering  on  frenzy.  And  yet  the  norihsrn  'friends'  of  these  aJarmisH 
tell  us,  the  abolitionists  can  produce  'no  effect'  on  the  south  i 

We  should  notice  &\so,  from  whom  and  foriohat,  these  criminal  threats  of  disunion  come  ;  — 
wcidby  w'AoTO  they  are  uttered.  They  have  not  been  thrown  out  by  the  abolitionists.  There  is 
no  danger  of  treason,  not  even  threats  of  it  from  Ihem.  They  are  fum  friends  to  the  union  ;  and 
will  support  it  to  the  last.  They  are  tiie  threats  of  slaveholders  only  ;  who  of  all  men  in  the 
country  have  the  least  good  reason  to  make  them,  except  as  scarecrows  to  frighten  doughfaces 
with  ;  and  their  only  excuses  are,  ths  exercise  of  Divine  rights  and  duties  by  abolitionists,  and 
the  pretended  fear  of  servile  troubles  in  consequence.  Nothing  can  be  wickeder  than  their  mo- 
tives ;  or  weaker  or  less  able  to  carry  their  treasonable  threats  into  esecution,  than  the  slavehold- 
ers are,  if  confined  to  their  own  resources.  Could  they  obtain  suiEcient  northern  assistance'  they 
might  perhaps  be  able  to  sever  the  union,  and  support  their  slave  system  afterwards;  but  not 
without.  This  fact  renders  it  probable,  that  their  treasonable  threats  are  only  made,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  this  support.  It  proves  also,  thst  slavery  is  the  only  guilty  cause,  that  threat- 
ens a  dis^solution  of  the  union.  It  is  the  drfcricc,  and  not  the  attack,  on  the  abomination,  that 
threatens  this  dissolution 

Slavery  has  so  paralyzed  and  weakened,  the  military  resources  of  the  slave  states,  that  if  left 
to  contend  alone  single  handed,  those  states  must  fall  a  prey  to  any  powerful  invader,  unless 
they  first  abolish  slavery.  This  internal  weakness  of  the  slave  states,  is  seen  and  acknowledged 
by  all,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  their  social  organization.  The  slaveholders  are  brave  and 
well  armed,  but  they  have  in  their  midst  a  most  formidable  enemy,  necessarily  and  justly  render- 
ed sucii,  in  the  persons  of  their  own  slaves.  In  case  of  a  foreign  war  with  any  great  and  war- 
like power,  they  cannot  alone  defend  themselves,  and  at  the  tame  time  guard  their  slaves.  The 
union  is,  therefore,  the  only  sure  protection  to  the  slave  states,  in  time  of  great  danger  from  war 
— and  the  dissolution  of  it  without  abolition,  is  the  only  event  that  will  certainly  expose  them, 
to  a  repetition  of  the  'horrors  of  St.  Domingo  ;'  which  the^-  now  pretend  so  much  to  fear,  with 
the  union.  For  them  to  dissolve  the  union  would  be  to  'jump  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the 
fire.'  After  dissolution  they  could  not  in  such  an  emergency,  expect  any  foreign  assistance  ; — 
the  foreign  powers  able  to  render  such  asaistanGo,  being  now  hostile  to  slavery.  Not  one  of 
them  will  assist  other  nations  in  restoring  or  protecting  the  abomination.  To  beliove  that  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  slaveholders  are  serious  in  their  treasonable  threats,  is  to  believe 
them  to  be  what  they  call  the  abolitionists—madmen.  Especially  must  wo  thus  believe,  if  their 
object  is  to  support  slavery ;  for  no  means  can  destroy  the  curse  so  soon,  as  such  dissolution.— 
Such  an  event  would  not  suspend  the  operation,  ofany  part  of  the  abolition  roachinory,  not  even 
'incendiary  circulars,'  for  a  moment;  but  would  incraasa  and  animate  every  part  of  that  machi- 
Bery  greatly;  while  the  facilities  for  thu  c?C3pa  aud  proleetion  of  runaway  slaves,   owing  to  tho 
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f/italion  of  the  nortliern  people,  would  be  increased  more  than  teu  fold.     Tlic  spirit  of  the  agK 
d  60  hoslilsto  slavery,  that  i'l  could  no   longer  any  where  find  a  refuge  on  this  continent;  and 

would  quickly  come  to  an  end.      T!ie  'union'  i3  now  the  lust  und  only  sure  support  of  slavery  ; 

and  if  it  falls,  slavery  very  certainly  falls  with  it.      An  attempt  by  the  slaveholders  therefore,  to 

dissolve  the  union  for  the  support  of  slavery,   would  be  conduct  einriiiar  to  that  of  thb  man,  who 

ihreatened  to  cut  his  own  throat  to  save  his  life  ! 

The  union  is  of  great  value  to  the  free  states  ;  but  not  of  half  the  value  it  is  to  the  slave 
states.  The  latter  are  much  more  dependant  on  ihe  former,  than  these  last  on  thctn.  The 
slave  stales  cannot  engage  exten8i^ely  in  commerce  and  manufactures,  so  long  as  their  slave 
system  conliuues.  Nor  would  their  necessary  intercourse  with  the  free  states,  be  materially 
interrupted  by  disunion.  It  wouldatill  go  on  as  before;  and  abolition  principles  spread  faster 
with,  than  they  now  do  without  disunion.  The  slave  slates  cannot  now  exist,  as  independent 
sovereignties  at  all,  without  either  the  union  or  abolilion.  If  left  to  contend  alone  with  any 
great  foreign  power,  either  tliey  or  their  slave  system  must  fall  ;  and  prouably  both  together. 
The  northern  states  may  preserve  their  independence  without  the  union  ;  the  southern  never 
can.  Disunion  would  present  a  most  templing  occasion,  to  'foreign  interference'  with  their 
iadepeadence.  And  their  own  treatment  of  Mcsico  at  the  present  time,  would  be  used  against 
them,  as  the  ready  pretext  fur  such  'interference.'  The  fiee  states  may  preserve  their  inde- 
pendence after  disunion  ;  hut  the  slave  stales  never  can  without  abolition.  Of  this  alarming 
fact,  the  best  informed  inhabitants  of  the  slave  stales  are  aware.  So  dangerous  is  the  condi- 
tion of  those  slates,  willi  the  union,  that  they  are  obliged  to  keep  up  a  constant  military  police 
and  preparation,  even  in  time  of  peace.  Their  guards  and  patrols  continually  scour  the 
country  by  day  and  night,  to  prevent  insurrection?.  The  danger  to  these  Ptates  from  this 
cause  is  greatly  increased  by  war;  and  in  this  event,  williout  the  union,  it  would  be  increased 
many  fold.  There  cannot  therefore  be  any  serioud  danger  of  disunion,  from  the  slaveholders. 
Though  they  threalen  hard,  in  their  impotent  malice  against  the  abolitionists,  they  will  bo 
the  last^raons  to  car.-y  their  threats  into  execution.  They  will  never  dare  to  do  it,  while  sla- 
very continues.  They  well  know  it  would  be  an  act  of  political  suicide.  The  most  serious 
jjlaiiger  of  disunion  id  from  xeithout ;  not  within  the  republic  ;  which  danger  abolition  alone  can 
remove. 

I  readily  admit,  that  it  would  be  the  highest  injustice  and  loweet  meanness,  to  derive  a  mo- 
tive from  the  internal  weakness  of  the  felava  statep,  to  induce  the  slaveholders,  to  part  with  a- 
ny  of  their  )ust  ri^jhts  and  privileges.  And  did  the  abolitionists  seek  to  persuade  the  slavehol- 
ders to  renounce  any  such  riglita,  tiiey  would  be  justly  obno.xiou8  to  the  severest  censures. — 
But  they  only  ask  them  to  renounce  crime  ;  to  quit  men-stealing.  They  only  request  them  to- 
practice  righteousnens  ;  and  thus  insure  their  own  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  ;  to  give 
up  thope  unjust  rights,  which  we  have  seen  are  eternal  wrongs— and  thus  refrain  from  'treas- 
uring uji  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath.'  They  only  desire  them  to  cease  from  doing  wrong, 
in  order  to  do  right.  Nor  do  they  make  these  righteous  requests,  because  the  slaveholders 
are  weak  and  defenceless  ;  but  because  truth  and  righteousness  are  mighty,  and  must  and 
ought  to  prevail.  A  just  and  reasonable  ro<iuesl  is  always  right  and  proper,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  can  never  be  a  just  canse,  for  cri-mc  or  criminal  thieats.  And  most  just, 
reasonable  and  proper,  at  all  limes,  are  requests  to  cease  from  the  commission  of  ein,  and  to 
work  rightcouanesa  in  its  stead. 

16 til  Ohj. — Cotvardice. 

The  charge  of  coivardicc  made  against  abolitionists,  for  refusing  to  'ffo  to  the  south'  and  be 
murdered,  d'urmg  the  present  furious  excitement  there,  would  not  be  worth  notice,  wsre  it  not 
for  the  just  occasion  it  oflera,  of  retort  and  rebuke  to  adversaries. 

The  charge  places  those  who  make  it,  in  this  dilemma.  If  thoy  say  it  is  not  the  duty  of  a- 
bolitionists  to  'go  to  the  south,'  they  have  no  right  to  make  the  charge;  for  ihere  is  no  occasion 
for  it.      If  they  say  it  is  their  duty,    they  convict  themselves  of  hypocrisy;  for  as  the  Divine 
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oo.Tirnand?  are  uiiieersal,  being  obligatory  on  all  men  alike,  flia  obji^clors  thereby  declare  ii  to 
be  their  oaoii  duty,  to  preach  abolition   at  the  south.    Nor  if  they  are  leaiiy  under  this  obligati- 
on, is  it  any  excuse  or  discharge  to  ihem  from  the  same,  that  they  do  not  realize  it.     The  nady 
retort    then    occurs  ;    why    then  do    they    not    teach    abolitionists  their  duty,    by  example  asi 
well  as  precept  ?     Why  do  not  they  'go  to  the  south  and  preach  abolition  ?'     The  spirit  of  the 
Scriptures  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt,  respecting  the  duty  of  abolitionists  in  the  present  try- 
ing crisis.     Reformers  are  taught   by  this  spirit,  never  to  expose  themselves  to  useless  danger, 
in  circumstances  of  great  trouble  and  difficulty;  but  always  to  avoid  such  dangerjvide  1  Kings 
sviii  4,  13,  xix  3,  4,  9,  10.      Matt,  ii  13,  iv  12,  x  23,  xii  14,  15.   xxiv  16,  Mark  xiii  14,   Luke 
-■txi  21,  Acts  viii  1,  ix  24,  25,  xiv  5,  6,  ':Ieb.  xi  36-38,  and  various  oliier  passages.     These  ex- 
amples teach   us,  carefully  to  preserve  our  lives,    from  unnecessary  useless  exposure.     It  will 
not  be  pretended   by   any  honest  person,  that  abolition  reformers  can  do  as  much  good  at  the 
present  time,  by  going  into  the  slave  states,  as  by  remaining  out  of  them.     It  is  only  wfien  re- 
formers cannot  avoid  danger,    that  the  Scriptures  require  them  to  encounter  it  boldly  ;  and  not 
(o  renounce  the  truth,  though  at  the  risk  of  martyrdom.     None  ever  raised  this  pretence,   ex- 
cept those  who   were  animated  by  the  spirit  of  murder  against  abolitionists.       None  ever  re- 
proached other.s,  for  Kefusinsj  to  go  where  they  were  sure  te  be  murdered,  unless  they  wished 
them  to  be  murdered. 

Though  this  pretence  has  no  proper  reference  to  the  merits  of  abolition,  it  is  fair  to  retort 
the  charge  of  cowardice,  on  those  to  whom  of  all  men  it  most  properly  belongs, — the  slavehol- 
ders and  their  supporters  ;  for  there  is  not  another  so  cowardly  a  practice  in  existence  as 
slaveholding.  It  is  simply  wronging  the  weaker  out  of  all  their  rights  and  happitiess,  by  the 
force  and  fraud  of  the  stronger.  Such  conduct  in  every  other  case,  is  jueily  treated  as  the  ba- 
rest cowardice.  All  the  means  used,  to  support  the  practice,  such  as  the  hunting,  punishing, 
torturing  and  murder  of  the  helpless  slaves,  are  the  most  cowardly  conceivable;  and  would, 
were  it  not  for  the  dreadful  corruptions  of  the  country,  be  acknowledged  and  treated  as  such. 
The  fruits  of  ihe  practice  arc  of  the  most  cowardly  kind.  There  is  probably  more  ferocity, 
ruffianism,  vanity  and  conceit,  and  less  of  true  honesty,  honor  and  courage,  in  our  slave  states, 
than  in  any  other  civilized  country. 

The  general  opposition  to  abolition,  is  also  distinguished,  by  the  pcoiiliar  meanness  of  its 
cowardice.  The  cov/ardicc  of  mobs  is  proverbial ;  and  our  anti-abolition  mobs  have  done  am- 
ple justice  to  their  ancient  character.  Equally  remarkable  is  the  cowardice  of  most  of  the 
American  newspapers  ;  those  'sentinels  of  freedom,'  as  they  have  been  miscalled  ;  but  which 
ought  more  properly  to  be  designated  'sentinels  of  slavery.'  Though  anti-slavery  intelligence 
has  been  of  more  importance  to  the  country  than  .any  other,  these  brave  'sentinels'  have  not 
only  refused  to  give  it,  but  have  prostituted  themselves  to  belie,  vilify  and  slander  abolition, 
through  fear  of  losing  corrupt  patronage  .'  The  same  severe  retort  applies  also,  to  the  cow- 
ardly and  corrupt  American  pulpit,  bar,  and  other  leading  moral  or  rather  immoral  influenced 
of  this  corrupt  country.  Scarce  a  preacher  or  pleader  dares  allude  to  the  'delicate  subject'  of 
slavery,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  their  corrupt  hearers,  though  the  Divine  command  is  plain, 
to  'lift  up  their  voices  like  a  trumpet'  against  the  abomination.  So  the  American  bench  and 
legislative  halls  are  influenced  with  the  same  spirit  of  corrupt  sycophantic  cowardice;  legisla- 
ting, expounding,  enforcing  and  executing  laws  in  many  cases,  with  special  reference  to  the 
support  and  perpetuity  of  slavery,  out  of  fear  of  the  wrath  of  the  oppressors. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  refute  all  the  principal  Otjectiona  and  Pretences,  forged  by  the 
enemies  of  universal  freedom,  to  prevent  the  abolition  of  American  slli-very.  And  such  another 
tissue  of  inconsistency,  contradiction,  sophistry  and  blasphemy  as  they  present,  were  never 
before  exhibited  for  the  support  of  crime.  And  the  frequency  and  confidence  with  which  they 
are  advanced,  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Stales,  without  any  apparent  remorse  or  shame,  exhi- 
bits fearful  evidence  of  a  strong  spirit  of  reprobation,  widely  spread  through  the  country.  When 
persons  are  to  be  found  reckless  enough,  seriously  to  maintain,  even  in  public  debate,  that  sla- 
very is  the  ^handmaid'  of  liberty,  and  necessary  to  its  support  and  protection,  and  without  re- 
fle.-^ting-  or  perhnps  suspecting,    that  in  morals  as  in  physics,  the  more  of   one  moral  opposii* 
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5heie  is,  the  least  there  must  be  of  the  other  ;  as  the  more  of  sin  the  less  of  holiness,  the  more 
licentiousness  the  less  purity,  the  more  knavery  the  less  honesty,  &c.;  the  same  as  in  physics, 
tlie  more  weakness  the  less  strength  the  more  sickness  the  less  health,  the  more  darkness  the 
less  light,  &c.;  and  to  deny  the  right  of  moral  interference  with  sin,  because  it  is  licensed  by 
Huma7i  laws ;  when  men  I  say  are  found  wicked  and  perverted  enough,  seriously  to  advocate 
8uch  stupid  blasphemy,  and  others  ore  found  stupid  enough  apparently  to  believe  it,  both  must 
be  very  near  reprobation.  And  the  constant  nse  of  these  Objections  in  the  free  stales  also 
proves,  that  the  north  dofs  support  slavery,  both  directly  and  indirectly  ;  for  they  cannot  be  u- 
scd  any  where  for  any  other  purpose.  And  were  it  not  for  this  northern  support,  the  abomi- 
nation would  not  exist  five  years,  in  any  part  of  the  union. 

The  three  great  obstacles  to  abolition  in  the  United  States,  are  their  Jlriatocracy,  Ignorance 
and  Moral  Corruption,  being  chiefly  the  fruits  of  the  Pride  engendered  by  slavery.  On  every 
side  the  abolition  cause  ervcounters  these  foes.  But  there  is  not  a  vice  denounced  in  tho 
Scriptures  with  more  terrible  retribution  than  that  of  Pride  ;  vide  Lev.  xxvi  19,  Pa,  xviii  27, 
ci  5,  Prov.  vi  17,  viii  13,  xvi  5,  18,  Isa.  ii  12,  17,  v  13,  15,  xiii  11.  Matt,  iv  1,  Luke  i  51,  James 
iv  6,  and  a  thousand  other  passages.  While  no  virtue  is  more  strongly  inculcated  and  bless- 
ed, than  the  opposite  one  of  Humility,  or  tho  disposition  to  respect  the  rights  and  happiness  of 
others,  tho  same  as  our  own  ;  vide  Job  xxii  29,  Ps.  ix  12,  Prov.  xv  33,  xvi  19,  xviii  12,  xxii  4, 
Isa.  Ivii  15,  Ixvi  2,  Matt,  v  3,  Acts  xx  19,  1st  Pet.  ▼  5,  See.  Pride  and  Humility  are  frequent- 
ly contrasted  with  each  other  both  by  precept  and  example,  and  their  difTerent  effects  illustra- 
ted in  the  Scriptures ;  as  in  the  story  of  Mordecai  and  Haman,  the  parable  of  Dives  and  Laza- 
rus, Sic.  Slavery  is  founded  on  the  first  and  Abolition  on  the  last ;  and  the  curses  of  the  one 
appertain  to  tho  former,  and  the  blessings  of  the  other  to  the  latter. 

From  this  spirit  of  Pride  has  sprung  that  excessive  Hypocrisy  before  alluded  to,  so  excessive- 
ly disgraceful  to  the  country  ;  and  which  is  so  ohamefully  exhibited  in  the  nature  of  the  boast- 
ed American  Liberty,  as  exemplified  in  the  treatment  of  one-sixth  of  the  native  population.  In 
this  exemplification,  it  is  ihe  liberty,  of  destroying  freedom  by  depriving  innoce.it  persons  of  all 
their  liberty;  the  liberty,  of  owning,  buying-,  selling,  ravishing,  starving,  torturing  and  enslaving 
i)lhers  ,  the  liberty,  of  'interfering  with'  the  just  rights  of  others  to  their  destruction,  and,  at 
the  same  lime  denying  all  right  of  'interference,'  with  so  great  a  crime;  the  liberty,  of  misrep- 
resenting, belying,  persecuting,  abusing,  mobbing  and  lynching,  all  who  take  part  with  the 
victims,  in  ever  so  just  and  legal  a  manner ;  the  liberty,  of  suppressing  freedom  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  by  mob  violence  and  outrage,  of  enacting  unconstitutional  gag  laws  in  tho  Slave 
States,  and  of  attempting  the  same  in  the  free  States;  the  liberty,  to  advocate  freedom  abroad 
and  support  slavery  at  home,  to  celebrate  and  extol  the  former,  and  zealously  and  criminally 
defend  the  latter  ;  the  liberty,  of  the  customary  commission  of  every  crime  against  the  Law  of 
God,  and  many  crimes  against  the  common  law,  without  any  real  responsibility,  for  the  sup- 
port of  slavery  ;  iho  liberty  to  wicked  men  to  do  wrong,  or  the  liberty  of  unrestrained  licenti- 
ousness, cruelty  and  slavery  ;  the  liberty,  in  short,  every  where  enjoyed  by  tyrants,  to  tyran- 
ixe  over  all  under  their  power  and  authority,  without  check  or  control !  It  ia  the  same  kind  tif 
Mib«rty'  that  esisto  in  Algiers,  Turkey,  Russia,  and  other  despotic  countries  ;  the  liberty  to 
the  few,  to  do  what  they  please  to  and  with  the  many,  without  any  responsibility,  or  the  'lib- 
erty' of  tyrants  only.  This  is  the  'glorious  American  Liberty,^  as  exemplitied  ih  the  treatment 
of  one-sixth  part  of  the  population  ! 

So  this  pride  has  induced  the  habitual  boast,  of  this  as  a/rrc  country,  the  'home  of  the  op- 
pressed,' &c.  But  the  greatest  share  of  it  has  never  been  'free*  for  any  thing  else  but  wrongt. 
And  no  part  of  it  has  ever  been  perfectly  free,  to  oppose  those  wrongs,  even  in  a  legal  and  cun- 
•titutional  manner.  A  corrupt  public  sentiment,  or  spirit  of  slavery,  backed  by  a  ferociona 
mob,  has  always  stood  ready  to  silence  such  opposition,  by  trampling  on  constitutional  and 
Divine  rights  ;  as  has  been  lately  demonstrated  in  many  infamous  cases.  The  simple  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  slavery,  has  never  like  that  of  other  subjects,  been  entirely  'free'  in  the 
•free  states.'  And  the  abolitionists  now  discuss  those  merits  in  many  parts  of  those  states,  at 
the  peril  of  their  rights  and  lives.      As  to  the  slave  states,  there  never  has  been  any  more  or 
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oilier  civil  freedom  in  them,  than  in  Algiers  and  otiicr  slave  coiintnes.  If  our  eiavc  sia.te8  are 
'free,'  then  arc  those  couniries  also  'free  ;'  and  may  he  called  in  the  ?amc  saasa  and  with  the 
same  propriety,  the  'home  of  the  free,'  and  the  'asylum  of  the  oppressed  !' 

And  this  Pride  has  produced  a  false  christianitVj  which  has  induced  the  American  church  to 
Bend  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  abroad,  and  neglect  those  at  home;  directly  contrary  to  the 
scriptural  injnnclion  ;  vide  Luke  xxiv  47.  'Charity  should  always  begin  at  home;'  though  it 
should  never  end  there.  Beside?,  our  foreign  missions  cm  never  receive  the  Divine  blessing, 
so  long  as  they  are  supported  in  any  degree,  by  !he  'gains  of  oppression;'  vide  Isa.  Ixi  8,  Tho 
siN  OF  AcjjAN  (covetousness,  or  the  spiritand  practice  of  slavery.)  is  in  tho  American  church; 
yide  Josh,  vii  Jfc;  and  those  who  think  that  benevolent  cnlcrnriiies,  supported  by  the  'blood 
and  tears  of  innocents'  can  prosper,  will  find  themselves  rnistukiin  ;  vide  Jer.  ii  34,  35,  xi.x  4- 
15,  Amos  V  21,-24,  Matt,  s.xvii  3-5.  Property  obtained  by  fraud  and  crime,  as  all  slave  prop- 
erty and  its  profits  are,  will  never  be  blessed  to  the  final  prufil  of  its  owners,  however  much 
ithey  n;)ay  pro.sper  for  a  season,  and  even  though  a  portion  of  it  be  placed  in  tlie  'Lord's  Trea- 
eury."  It  is  a  great  sin  to  attempt  to  perform  good  work.^,  by  .wicked  means  or  agents  ;  vide 
Jer.  x.xii  13,  Mic.  iii  10-rt2,  Hab.  ii  12,  Sic.  A  proposed  good  end  can  never  sanctify  and 
Wess  wicked  means.  And  tho.se  who  imagine  that  it  can,  indulge  in  a  most  pernicious  and 
fatal  error.  Nor  will  all  our  long  prayers  and  long  faces  and  missionary  donations,  sacrifices 
and  e.xcrtionSj  and  pious  cant  about  the  'poor  perishing  heathen  in  foreign  lands,'  atone  for 
the  ^uilt  of  making  hundreds  of  heathen  at  honte,  fo'r  one  that  i*  converted  fr<ia>  healhenum 
altroad.  Until  this  practice  is  abolished,  otir  foreign  missions  nc\cr  will,  as  l.hey  never  yet 
i??ve,  receive  the  Divine  blogsing. 


Tho  following  remarks  may  be  added  to  the  6th  page.  Law  is  in  legal  acceptation  deftn- 
ad  to  be,  a  rule  nf  human-  action  or  conduct  :  vide  1  Blac.  Corn,  38.  All  such  law  is  either  ©i- 
vine  or  human  ;  or,  tho  Law  of  God  and  the  laws  of  men.  We  are  under  inevitable  compulsion, 
.either  to  obey  the  Law  of  God,  or  to  suffer  the  penalties  of  its  violation  ;  and  cannot  avoid  th«^ 
alternative  ;  because  God  is  infinitely  poicerful  znd  just.  And  any  human  law,  constitution,  in- 
stitution or  custom,  that  otdains  or  authorises  violations  of  the  Law  of  God,  is  not  only  a  sin  but 
a  national  am  ;  because  such  regulations  are  made  in  a  national  capacity,  are  acts  of  tho  national 
loill,  arS  rules  of  the  national  practice,  and  are  the  best  index  of  the  national  morals  ;  and  will 
be  surely  and  soroly  punished  in  this  world.  They  are  high  treason  against  t!ie  government  of 
the  Almighty.  They  are  public  crimes  ;  and  their  guilt  and  enormity  are  great,  in  proportion  to 
the  ejtent  of  their  guilty  influence  and  operation.  JNothing  is  truer  than  Dr.  Priestley's  remark, 
that  'no  nation  was  ever  better  than  its  laws,  and  many  have  been  worse.'  Comparing  in  tho 
light  of  this  correct  observation,  the  American  slave  code  of  laws  and  customs,  with  those  of  oth 
jsr  slave  nations  both  ancient  and  modern,  it  will  clearly  appear,  that  the  American  code  is  the 
inost  oppressive,  cruel,  savage,  barbarous  and  bloody  that  ever  existed  1  No  savages  ovm  had 
Buoh  savage  laws  and  customs,  as  those  of  American  christians  I  These  not  only  imprison  mul- 
titudes of  innocent  persons  for  life,  but  licence  every  specLss  of  torture  and  murder,  to  support 
the  imprisonment !  The  'Divine'  institution  of  Americarj  Slavery  cannot  be  supported  without 
the  aid  of  these  legalised  crimes,  forming  a  cpdo  worse  than  any  heathen  code,  either  in  past  or 
present  times  !  ,, 

To  page  13  add  the  following.  Just  and  reasonable  Wages  for  labour,  are  commanded  by  the 
universal  spirit  of  the  Scriptures  ;  and  the  most  terrible  threats  are  directed  against  those  who 
dare  to  withhold  them  ;  vide  Lev.  xix  13,  Deut.  xxiv  14,  15,  Jer.  xxii  13,  Mai,  iii  5,  Luke  x  7, 
Ist  Cor.  ix  6-14,  James  v  4,  and  numerous  other  passages.  And  the  same  precept  is  dictated  by 
the  Law  of  Nature  ;  because  all  ought  to  .share  in  the  proceeds  of  Jheir  own  industry.  Yet  the 
advocate.?  of  slavery  tell  u»,  that  the  Almighty  did  notwillialanding  in  tho  LeTitical  law,  express. 
!y  ordain  and  licence  the  contrary  practice,  ofheieditary  compulsory  labour  without  wages     anrf 


aailtor'ised  thn  masters  to  employ  force,  fiaud  and  torture  to  coerce  it!!  With  sue!)  blasphemoua 
contradiction  is  tfiie  horrid  pretence  fraught.  Besides,  if  it  be  right  for  man  to  hold  property  in 
man,  it  must  also  be  right  for  him  to  practice  constant  cruelty  ;  to  forbid  marriage  and  licence  uni- 
versal whoredom  ;  to  forbid  'searcliiiig  the  ycriptures,' honoring  and  obeyitig  parents,  and  to 
violate  every  other  Divine  command  both  positive  and  negative  ;  and  to  compel  others  to  vio- 
late them,  for  this  kind  of 'property' cannot  be  subjected  and  controlled,  witliout  the  constant 
practice  of  such  violations  !!!  It  must  also  be  right  for  such  property  holders,  to  practice  con- 
tinual robbery  of  the  higiiest  kind.  For  he  who  deprives  innocent  persons  oftlieir  liberty,  does 
them  immensely  greater  injury,  than  if  he  plundered  them  of  properly  only.  Lifo  and  Liberty 
are  the  two  greatest  gifts  of  God  to  man  ;  the  former  is  worth  scarcely  any  thing  without  the 
latter  ;  and  whoever  destroys  either,  except  for  crimes  to  warrant  such  destruction,  commits 
the  highest  crimes  against  the  Divine  Law,  and  of  equal  enormity. 

To  page  17  add  the  following  remarks.  The  most  terrible  woes  and  denunciations  are  threat- 
ened in  the  Scriptures,  against  those  who  oppress  Widows  and  Orphans  ;  vide  Ex.  sxii  22-24, 
Deut.  xxiv  17,  Ps.  xciv  1,  6,  Isa.  i  17,  Eze.  sxii  7,  Matt,  sxiii  14,  James  i  27,  and  other  passages. 
And  the  Law  of  Nature  teaches,  that  no  conduct  can  be  more  atrociously  \vicked5  than  such  op- 
pression ;  as  is  felt  by  the  instant  revulsion  it  occasions,  in  every  other  case,  except  that  of  poor, 
liolpless  dciwn  trodden  slaves.  Now  the  practice  of  slavery  does  in  effect^  render  every  slave 
mother  a 'widow,'  and  every  slave  child  an  'orphan'  ;  as  before  e.Nplumed.  It  has  nearly  as 
much  effiict,  lo  destroy  the  domestic  relations  and  sever  the  dearest  ties  of  nature,  and  prevent 
tiie  performance  of  moral  and  religious  duties,  as  death  and  the  grave  have.  And  the  horrid 
treatment  of  these  slave  'widows  and  orphans,'  by  the  unprincipled  whites  of  this  country,  can- 
liot  fail, according  to  the  Divine  threats  and  promises,  to  cause  the  Divine  vengeance  to  be  poured 
out  on  this  most  guilty  nation. 

Slavery  is  also  an  indirect  breach,  of  all  the  oilier  commands  in  the  Decalogue  ;  that  is,  its  con- 
sequences necessarily  produce  their  constant  violation.  It  compels  the  slaves  lo  violate  the 
First  and  Second  commands  ;  by  making  tlie  masters  the  objects  of  their  slavish  worship  and 
forcin"  them  to  obey  their  master's  wills,  though  ever  so  hostile  to  that  of  God.  To  violate  the 
Third  command  ;  by  the  constant  temptation  offered  to  all  concerned  in  the  practice  of  slavery, 
to  use  the  most  blasphemously  prophane  language.  To  violate  the  Fourth  ;  by  rendering  it  im- 
possible for  the  slaves  to  keep  the  Sabbath,  in  the  spirit  of  the  command,  or  to  profit  by  its  ad- 
vantages. The  Fifth  ;  by  piohibiting  slave  children,  from  honoring  and  obeying  tlieir  parents. 
The  ^'ix</t;  by  producing  murder  in  every  shape,  for  the  necessary  support  of  slavery.  The 
Seventh  ;  by  prohibiting  marriage,  and  thus  producing  universal  licentiousness  ;  and  the  I^inth  ; 
by  producing  the  universal  habit  of  lying,  among  all  concerned  in  the  practice  of  Slavery  ;  as  is 
well  exempliliod,  by  the  use  of  the  various  Objections  made  to  abolition,  and  by  the  malignant 
falsehoods  circulated  respecting  abolitionists  and  slaves.  And  so  of  every  other  Divine  command 
lu  the  Scriptures  ;  slavery  either  directly  or  indirectly  or  both,  produces  its  constant  necessary 
violation.  Yet  we  are  told  from  high  clerical  authority,  that  human  slavery  is  a  Divine  institu- 
tion ;  that  is,  that  the  Almighty  who  is  infinite  in  j?is/ice,  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  'no  respec- 
ter of  persons,'  did  at  the  same  time  that  lie  enacted  the  rules  of  the  Moral  Law,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  ALL  mankind,  also  establish  an  institution,  whose  necessary  tendency  and  effect  was, 
yet  is  and  ever  will  be,  to  prohibit  tho  operation  of  every  one  of  these  rules,  by  producing  their 
constant  violation  ;  or,  thiit  lie  enacted  a  code  of  moral  laws,  with  intent  to  defeat  their  opera- 
tion 1!  And  It  is  further  contended  by  learned  American  divines,  that  this  infinitely  just,  wise 
and  "ood  Being,  did  at  the  same  lime,  that  lie  utterly  condemned  and  forbade  every  kind  and 
degree  of  Human  Oppression,  establish  the  highest  degree  of  such  Oppression  known,  l)y  His 
Divine  Law  !!!  Thus  do  these  blasphemous  corruptiunists  charge  God,  with  folly  and  wicked- 
ness both  ;  for  the  necessary  charge  is,  that  He  enactsd  moral  rules,  for  the  government  of  His 
innocent  intelligent  creatures,  which  He  determined  they  should  never  have  power  to  obey!  — 
Vide  Deut.  xxxii  4,  Job  iv  17-21,  Kom.  ix  14. 

On  page  19  it  should  have  been  remarked  :  that  the  names  by  which  Slavish  Oppression  was 
designated  in  tho  Hebrew  nation  and  language,  were  'Hard  Bondage'  and  'Manstealing'  ;  both 
of  which  are  described  in  the  sacred  context,  as  the  highest  species  of  Human  Oppression,  a 
cnmc  condemned  and  denounced  in  all  parts  of  the  Bible,  with  the  most  terrible  Divine  retribu- 
tion, both  now  and  heieafter.  A  critical  examination  of  the  two  cases,  oftlie  sale  of  Joseph  by 
his  brethien  and  the  oppressions  of  tho  Hebrews  by  tho  Egyptians,  will  convince  every  candid 
mind,  that  they  were  the  very  identical  crime  of  Slavery,  'J\Ian-stealing/  or  making  property  of 
men,  as  nowpractisod  in  the  United  Slates  and  other  slave  countries  ;  the  punishment  of  which 
is  death  to  individuals  and  destruction  to  nations.  It  is  the  same  crime  (Slavery)  described  un- 
der othor  names.  And  if  the  crime  itself  be  aufticicnlly  described,  it  is  immaterial  by  whatnames 
It  is  described.  To  illustrate  the  proposition  by  other  cases,  it  may  be  slated  ;  that  the  practices 
of  brandy,  rum,  gin  and  whiskey  drinking  are  not  Ibtbidden  in  the  Scriptures,  by  those  names. 
But  the  U3G  of  strong  drink  and  all  drunken7iess  and  intemperance,  are  stricti/  forbidden  aiid  de- 
nounced in  thi,  Soiiptures  ,  as  well  as  all  Manstealing  (Slavery)  and  Oppression.  So  piracy  is 
not  forbtdden  bu  that  name  .  though  every  kind  olrcbbcry  la  stiictly  foibiddcu.     And  so  aie  many 
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ether  crimes,  to  wiiich  different  iiamea  are  given  in  modern  times.  The  pZai/i  spirit  of  the  Scrip-* 
tuies  denounces  every  crime  or  sin,  whether  customary  or  not,  now  practiced  among  modem 
nations;  though  frequently  under  different  names  ;  especially  the  crime  of  ffnman  Oppression,  in 
every  form  and  degree.  Those  tlierefore  who  argue  tiie  Divine  authority  of  Amwrican  Slavery, 
because  it  is  not  condemned  by  ihal  name,  in  tlio  Scriptures,  do  also  argue  the  Divine  authority 
of  brandy,  rum,  gin  and  whiskey  drinking,  of  piracy,  sodomy,  beastiality,  counterfeiting,  arson, 
perjury,  forgery,  and  a  hundred  other  atrocioua  crimes  passing  t>y  modern  natiies,  besides  that  of 
'man-stealing,'  for  the  same  profound  and  honest  leason  III 

'Alan  Stealing'  could  not  have  been  any  of  the  voluntary  'sales'  of  men  mentioned  in  the  Scrip- 
tUres  ;  not  only  because  these  were  approved  by  the  Almighty,  but  because  they  were  made  by 
the  persons  'bought'  and  'sold'  themselves,  and  of  course,  with  their  own  consent;  and  propor- 
ty  is  never  said  to  be  'stolen,'  that  is  taken  with  the  consent  of  the  true  owner.  I  argue  then 
that  modern  Slavery  is  tlio  identical  crime  of 'Man-Stealing  or  inzpoiwn^ary  sales  of  men  ;  firstly, 
from  the  Nature  of  the  crime  of  Stealing,  which  is  taking  withoutthe  consent  of  the  owner,  that 
which  justly  belongs  to  him,  and  appropriating  it  to  the  use  of  the  thief,  he  knowing  that  he  has 
no  just  right  to  such  u«e  ;  secondly,  from  the  Object  of  that  crime,  wliich  is  to  use  as  the  properly 
of  the  thief,  (he  thing  stolen,  whereas  every  person  is,  undel:  God,  his  own  'property;'  and 
thirdly,  from  the  case  oftiie  sale  of  Josoph'by  his  brethren,  which  is  expressly  called  Steulinrf, 
(vide  Gen.  xl  15;  what  none  of  the  voluntary  'sales'  are,)  in  the  Scriptures.  Other  argumeiUg 
piay  be  used  to  the  same  etfect  ;  but  these  reasons  are  sulBcient.  'Alan-Stealing'  is  of  course 
some  crime  or  other  ;  and  if  it  be  not  the  modern  crime  of  Slavery,  it  is  not  sufficiently  described 
in  the  Scriptures,  to  enable  us  to  know  what  it  was. 

To  page  25  add  :  tiiat  the  Scriptures  strongly  enjoin,  the  attentive  and  critical  study  of  the 
Law  of  Nature  ;  vide  Deut.  xvi  29,  Prov.  ii  2-9,  Alio,  vi  8,  Phil,  iv  8,  1st  Thess.  v21,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  passages. 

To  page  29  may  be  added  the  remark  ;  that  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptures  not  only  enjoins  good 
civil  government,  as  a  Divine  institution,  but  it  plainly  Reaches,  that  such  government  should  be 
republican,  in  itsyb/-7«  and  structure.  A  critical  examination  of  the  Jewish  theocracy,  the  only 
formof  civii  government  that  God  ever  directly  established  ;  unveils  a  beautiful  system  of  re- 
publican government,  best  adapted  to  protect  the  equal  rights  of  all  its  subjects  ;  especially  those 
of  the  poor  and  destitute  ;  and  the  spirit  of  whose  provisions,  (except  those  of  the  ceremonial 
kind  repealed  by  the  dispensation  of  Christ,)  maybe  advantageously  adopted  into  every  human 
•■-ode  and  constitution.  Thu  spirit  of  every  other  part  of  the  Scriptures,  also  breathes  equality  of 
human  rights  and  condition.  The  Law  of  Nature  plainly  intimates  the  same  form  of  gevern- 
ment.  In  a  mere  State  ofNature  as  it  is  called,  without  any  public  government  and  laws  at  all, 
the  laws  of  Occupancy  and  Self  Defence  only  prevail  ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  men 
become  mere  Ishraaelites  towards  each  other,  and  universal  anarchy,  revenge,  robbery,  plunder 
and  murder  reign  uncontrolled.  The  absolute  necessity  men  find  themselves  under,  of  establish- 
ing civil  government,  in  order  to  preserve  an?/ of  their  rights  ;  and  the  necessity  of  a  republican 
form  of  government,  to  preserve  the  whole  of  those  lights,  prove  clearly,  that  such  government 
under  that  form,  is  a  rule  of  the  Law  ofNature.  Infidels  aa  well  as  christians  therefore,  ought 
to  have  more  respect  for  that  gieat  Law,  than  to  pretend  to  a  mere  human  derivation  of  human 
rights. 

To  page  32  add  the  following  :  The  Bible  recognizes  and  asserts  the  existence  of  the  natural 
rights  of  men  in  the  strongest  manner,  by  denouncing  and  threatening  in  the  severest 
terms,  those  who  violate  them.  A  critical  inspection  and  analysis  of  tiiesc  lenunciations  will 
discover,  that  they  are  all  directed  against  infringements  of  the  Security,  \.\\'i  Liberty  and  the 
Property,  and  of  the  Relative  and  other  just  common  law  rights  of  men.  The  technical  lan- 
guage and  distinctions  of  the  common  law  are  not  found  in  the  Bible  ;  but  these  denunciations 
of  those  violations  are  far  more  frequent,  minute  and  severe  in  the  Bible,  than  the  penulties  of 
the  common  law  are  ;  which  would  never  have  been  the  case,  had  not  those  rights  been  inheri- 
ted by  men  as  the  gifts  of  their  Alaker,  and  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Divine  Law.  This  criti- 
cal study  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  useful  in  the  great  science  of  the  true  theology. 

'I'o  page  37  add  ;  the  clearest  proof  that  slavery  is  no  sin  of  ignorance,  either  in  the  American 
church  or  nation  is,  th.at  both  instantly  and  clearly  perceive  and  realise  tliissin,  the  moment  any 
slavish  violence  or  outrage  is  offered  to  white  persons.  In  this  case,  all  parties  instantly  see  this 
crime,  and  resent  it  accordingly  ;  so  much  so,  that  they  sympathise  strongly  with  oppressed 
whites,  even  in  foreign  countries;  wliich  they  would  never  do,  were  they  at  all  ignorant  of  the 
sin  or  sinful  nature  of  Slavery.  When  William  Alorgan  was  kidnapped  and  probably  murdered, 
every  body  saw  the  crime  clearly  ;  &  raised  an  uproar  accordingly.  Nobody  attempted  to  justi- 
fy the  deed  from  Scripture  or  the  constitution  ;  though  such  'justification'  was  quite  as  easy,  as 
that  of  human  .slavery  is.  And  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  supposed  murder  of  S.  ftl.  Cornell. 
Yet  many  of  tho  reprobates  who  made  the  loudest  clamour  in  these  two  cases,  will  attempt  to 
justify  tho  vastly  worse  treatment,  of  2,500,000  of  their  own  countrymen,  a^  good  by  nature  as 
Morgan  and  Mi.^s  CorneM  were,  and  to  whom  God  gave  tho  same  rights  ;  by  defending  their  en- 
sla\ciiie!!l  from  the  liiblc,  the  eon^Utulion,  ncccsoity,  cxpcd-icncy  &c  !!!       Their  bcliaviour    to- 


vjards  the  slaves,  is  exactly  similar  to  that  of  the  priest  and  Levile,  towards  the  wounded  marj  m 
tlie  parable.  And  what  makes  this  hypocrisy  the  more  detestable  is,  they  Hympathise  with  the 
oppressors  instead  of  the  oppressed  ;  directly  contrary  to  their  own  conduct  in  otiier  cases,  to  tlie 
•)lain  commands  of  God  and  the  dictates  of  nature.  And  out  of  hatr«d  and  scorn  of  their  condi- 
tion, (the  very  circumstance  tliat  ought  to  enlist  their  sympathies  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed.) 
they  hate  the  rights  of  the  slaves  ;  whereas  we  ought  always  to  love  and  respect  the  rights  of 
men,  whstiier  we  do  their  persons  and  behaviour  or  not.  Besides,  the  poorest  free  person  in 
the  free  states,  would  not  exchange  conditions,  with  the  best  treated  slave  in  existence  ;  which 
fact,  in  common  with  majiy  ofhers,  proves  clearly,  that  slavery  has  never  been  any  'sin  of  igno- 
rance' in  this  country. 

To  page  50  add  ;  it  is  astonishing  that  so  many  persons  can  be  found,  who  will  fly  into  con- 
vulsions ofrage,  if  their  oicn  rights  are  infringed,  but  will  talk  calmly  and  approvingly,  of  the 
utter  destruction  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  justify  »uch  destruction  from  the  Bible,  the  constitu- 
tion, necessity  «tc  ;  or  in  other  words,  that  will  'strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel.'  Per- 
.haps  Pharisaism  both  in  politics  and  morals,  never  abounded  more  than  it  does  at  the  present 
:iime. 

To  page  52  add  ;  should  African  colonization  ever  be  lljo-jght  desirable  or  expedient,  under 
any  circumstances,  it  ought  never  to  be  attempted,  until  after  complete  emancipation  at  home. — 
The  negroes  can  then  emigrate  at  their  own  expense,  (as  the  Europeans  now  do  to  this  country,) 
without  the  aid  of 'Societies'  of  any  kind.  All  they  demand  of  the  whites  is,  the  liberty  and 
rights  that  God  gave  them.  When  these  are  restored,  they  will  bo  their  own  judges,  of  the  pro- 
priety or  expediency  of  their  'colonization,'  without  the  assistance  of 'Societies.' 

On  page  59  it  may  bo  remarked  ;  that  to  affect  tot^ondemn  or  blame  any  of  the  ordinary  aboli- 
tion measures,  is  conduct  highly  blasphemous  ;  for  all  those  measures  are  good  in  themselves, 
and  are  fully  warranted  by  the  word  of  God.  llic  course  pursued  by  the  modern  abolitionists, 
for  the  overthrow  of  Slavery,  is  God's  own  appointed  'course.'  No  person  can  therefore  say 
that  it  is  a  wrong  'course,'  without  uttering  blasphemy.  It  is  charging  God  with  folly  !  Tliia 
false  charge  is  also  absurd  ;  for  ifslavery  is  a  bad  institution,  it  ought  to  be  destroyed  ;  and  if  it 
is  a  good  one,  it  has  nothing  to  fear,  but  every  thing  to  hope,  from  the  'course'  office  discussion 
and  moral  opposition  pursued  by  the  abolitioiiists. 

To  page  03  add  the  following  remarks.  It  is  iiow  fully  admitted  by  all  the  British  politicians, 
.that  had  as  much  been  known  in  J63^,  respecting  the  consequences  of  emancipation,  as  is  now 
known,  the  'apprenticeship'  system  would  never  have  been  adopted.  Not  a  member  can  now 
be  found  in  the  British  parliament,  to  defend  that  project,  on  the  grounds  either  of  justice,  neces- 
sity or  expediency.  All  are  now  satisfied,  that  it  was  not  only  a  useless,  but  wholly  a  wrong 
and  unjust  measure. 

To  page  64  add  the  retnark  ;  that  though  it  hijs  often  hocn  pretended,  even  in  public  debate, 
that  emancipated  slaves  would  run  away,  stroll  about  the  country  <Stc,  like  so  many  brutes  ;  yot 
it  never  was  stated  what  they  would  'run  away'  &c./rom  ;  no  motitt  is  ever  assigned,  why  hu- 
man beings  should  thus  act  like  brute  animals.  Would  they  'run  away'  from  the  liberty,  justice 
and  hamanity  which  they  had  for  the  first  lime  received  ?  This  is  utterly  incredible.  For  who 
6ver  before  heard  of  persons  running  aicaij  from,  good,  kind,  just  treatment  !  No  pretender  cai| 
allege  ont  true  motive  for  such  conduct.  B^ore  eniancipation,  in  a  state  of  the  severest  bondage, 
.the  strongest  motives  tliat  can  inspire  men,  impel  the  slaves  to  'run  away  ;'  after  that  event,  all 
motives  concur  to  induce  the  newly  madq  freemen,  to  remain  contentedly  at  home. 

On  page  70  add  ;  the  wants  of  emancipated  slaves  will  be  much  fewer  than  those  of  their 
neighbors.  The  comparatively  few  they  will  have,  will  therefore  be  the  more  easily  supplied. 
This  circumstance  connected  with  the  others  stated  on  that  page,  will  give  greater  probability, 
to  the  truth  of  the  bold  assections  there  made.  The  first  fair  experiment,  will  quickly  demoi]- 
stretethe  truth  of  those  statement.s. 

On  page  71  add.  Slavery  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  public  improvements  and  economy  known; 
amaiimfully  verified,  by  thie  actual  condition  of  our  slave  States.  Immense  tracts  ofwprn  cut 
Jnnds;  dilapidated  plantations  and  buildings;  impoverished  and  licentious  villages  ;  want  of  ca- 
nals, bridges,  good  roads  and  other  public  improvements,  every  where  strike  the  eye  of  the  trav- 
olier,  8t6riding  as  monuments  of  the  blasting  effects  of  the  ciirss  of  slavery,  in  all  parts  of  these 
wretched  states.  Hence  the  universal  comparative  poverty,  of  their  wretched  inhabitants  both 
bond  and  free.  The  abolition  of  slavery  is  the  remedy  and  the  only  complete  remedy,  for  ajl 
these  evils. 

On  page  72  add.  To  call  negroes  or  other  colored  people  who  support  themselves  by  honest 
means,  a  'nuisance,'  a  'curse'  &c.,  as  is  habitually  done  by  the  enemies  of  abolition,  is  not  onjy 
a  direct  brcuch  of  the  ninth  oommandinent,  but  is  blasjihemous  language  ;  because  it  reflects  dis- 
honour on  the  Almii-hiy  who  made  t|ienj. 

To  page  70  add  the  following  remarks.  In  truth  and  reality,  the  abolitionists  do  not  'inter- 
fere' with  Rights  at  all.  Custom  has  to  be  sure,  made  the  use  of  the  phrase  'Slav©  Rights'  famil- 
iar ;  but  in  renlity,  every  one  ef  these  'Rights'  is  an  actual  '  H'rong,'  crime  oi  sin  ;  as  was  dem- 
onstrated ill  tliq  I'irst  I,«'.Uire.      It  is  a  gross  iIkiii^Ii  ru&toinary  mii«nouier,  to   (.all   tlioee    wicked 


usurped  'Rights'  by  that  nauie.  Tliey  ought  always  to  have  been  called  'Slav©  Wrongs'  Ii  ig 
'wrongs'  therefove,  and  wroags  only,  that  the  abolitionists  'interfere'  with.  It  is  the  slaVehold- 
ars  only,  who  'interfere'  wilhtlier«a^  'rights'  of  men,  to  their  entire  deetruction  ;  having  been 
for  ages,  in  the  customary  habit  of  such  'interference;'  and  this  their  custom  they  and  their 
friends  declare,  to  be  too  'sacred,'  even  for  examiniation  and  criticism  !  They  take  away  all  tha 
Divine  rights  of  their  slaves,  and  then  declare  this  'interference'  to  be  just ;  but  ifotheis  'inter- 
fere' to  vindicate  and  restore  these  plundered  rights  to  their  rightful  owners,  they  denounce  suik 
'interference'  as  unjtist,  even  though  God  has  commanded  jtll  Nothing  can  be  clearer  than  this 
demonstratisn.  The  moraii'^/ of  the 'aacred'  institution  of  American  Slavery,  in  the  name  of 
this  blasphemous  pretence  Iheielore  in,  that  the  slaveholders  have  a  just  &  jarred  right,  to  'inter- 
fere' with  thfc  Di\ine  rights  of  their  innocent  slaves,  to  their  total  destruction  ;  but  the  abolition- 
ists have  no  such  right  of  'interlcrence,'  witii  slaveholding  torongs  or  sins,  in  order  to  vindicate 
and  restore  Divine  rights,  notwiiiistanding  the  Almighty  has  commanded  such  'interference  '  as 
a  Divine  duty  11!  Yut  this  is  the  'morality'  taught  American  democrats  from  their  infancy  ;  and 
great  numbers  of  them  practice  no  other;  no  riglits  being  with  them  so  'sacred'  as  slave  'rights.' 
Their  everlasting  prate,  cant  and  swagger,  about  'liberty  and  equal  rigiits,'  means  the  liberty 
and  rights  of  white  people  only.  In  American  politics,  this  has  been  the  only  customary  meaning 
ofthose  hacknied  phrases  ;  and  such  has  hitherto  bees  the  genuine  morality  of  American  'de- 
mocracy I' 

To  page  83  add  the  following :  A  common  apology  for  slaveholding,  is  the  good  treatmtnt 
alleged  to  be  exhibited  by  masters  to  their  slaves  ;  just  as  if  it  were  possible  to  treat  innocent 
persons  well,  and  at  the  same  time  deprive  them  of  their  liberty  and  righ's.  Deprivation  of  li- 
berty is  nearly  as  cruel,  as  deprivation  of  life.  We  all  feel  it  to  be  so,  in  our  own  cases  ; 
and  slaves  feel  it  as  much  as  others.  Let  masters  therefore  treat  their  slaves  as  well  as  they 
may,  in  other  respects,  yet  the  deprivation  of  liberty  and  rights  alone,  is  the  highest  crueltv.  It 
j.«  impossible  to  enslave  a  human  being  in  the  least  degree,  and  yet  render  to  him  'good  treat- 
ment.' No  s/aue  ever  was  or  ever  Can  be,  'well  treated.'  Besides,  if  slaves  are  'well  treated,' 
they  must  be  sensible  of  it.  Whence  then  arise  the  dangers  of  slavery  and  its  free  discussion? 
Do  'well  treated'  persons  sver  become  'excited,'  by  the  investigation  of  their  'good  treat- 
ment ?' 

To  page  104  add  :  that  the  charges  of  'treason,'  'fanaticism,'  &c.  are  not  only  scandalous, 
but  criminal  charg«s.  Those  therefore  who  make  them  are  morally  bound  to  prove  them  ; — 
and  it  is  sufficient  evidence  of  their  falsity,  that  no  such  proof  is  ever  offered.  Besides,  all 
these  false  and  scandalous  charges,  are  direct  breaches  of  the  ninth  commandment. 

To  page  110  annex  the  following  paragraph.  Most  of  the  objects  of  political  contention  in 
this  country,  have  been  respecting  the  modes  and  degrees  of  the  exercise,  of  some  of  the  minor 
rights,  and  about  their  party  distribution,  a:mong  the  while  people  ;  or,  respecting  the  modes, 
degrees  and  party  distribution,  of  public  rights  and  measures  ;  such  as  the  Tariff,  the  Banks, 
the  Public  Deposites,  &c.  j  all  which  have  been  deemed  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  A- 
metican  liberty,  and  worthy  of  the  .njost  furious  party  strife  and  sacrifice.  Very  few  however 
of  these  great  objects  of  party  strife,  seriously  affect  the  absolute  rights  of  the  partiian?,  their 
relations  or  friends.  Yet  it  is  deemed  highly  patriotic,  democratic  and  republican,  to  contend 
zealously  about  thehi  at  the  polfi.  But  if  the  very  existencs,  not  merely  of  the  mmor  rights  and 
the  modes  of  their  exercise,  but  of  the  major  or  absolute  rights,  (of  far  more  imparlance  than 
all  the  rest,)  of  the  millions  of  our  slaves  deprived  of  all  rights  whatever,  be  proposed  to  be 
vindicated  at  the  polls,  every  epithet  of  abuse  and  reproach  is  heaped  on  the  proposal,  by  men 
who  lay  claim,  to  the  purest  democracy  and  moral  consistency  !  That  is  to  say,  they  maka 
the  distribulion  of  the  lesser  rights  of  white  people,  a  matter  of  far  greater  political  impor- 
tance, than  the  existence  of  the  greater  rights  of  colored  people  ;  and  then  boast  of  being  'gen- 
uine good  democrats  ;i'  The  modification  and  dispesitit^n  of  a  few  of  the  inferior  rights  of 
white  people,  are  with  them  every  thing  ;  while  the  very  existence  of  the  rights  and  happiness 
of  the  coloured  people,  are  nothing  at  all  !!!  And  when  tested  by  habitual  conduct  and  prac* 
tice  (whatever  it  may  be  in  pretence  and  theory,)  this  is  all  there  is  of  'American  democra- 
cy and  republicanism,'  about  which  there  is  such  endlesb  complacency,  swagger  and  cant  a- 
mong  their  professors  ;  the  only  exception  to  this  severe  reproach,  being  the  conduct  of  the 
abolitionists  ;  they  only  practising  the  equal  doctrines  which  all  profess.  Political  Pharisees 
are  as  despicable  as  reifgious  ones.      And  never  was    the  'mint,  anise  and  cummin'  doctrine 
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tnore«t.amefully  exemplified,  than  Ly  the  constant  habit  of  all  political  panic-,  of    thus  'Etrti- 
tiingat  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  came!,':n  democratic  rfpublican  America. 

On  page  15  line  32  from  hottoias,  for  35,  39,  read  35-39,— line  22  from  bottom,  for  14,  39. 
and  15,  68,  read  14-39.  and  15-68.  On  page  24  line  3d  from  lop,  for  'slaves'  read  'servants.' 
On  page  72  line  JOth  from  lop,  for 'neighboring'  read  'labouring.  On  page  104  line  24  from 
top,  for  'or'  read  'oP;  and  on  line  25  instead  of 'of  by  the  &:c.'  read  'of  the  &c.'  There  are  a 
few'  other  errata,  principally  in  the  references,  which  careful  readers  will  correct  for  them- 
aelves. 


Bequests. 

The  holders  of  copies  of  this  work,  are  requeated  to  make  their  own  indexes  to  it.  This 
will  be  found  to  be  a  most  useful  exercise,  to  fi.\  the  various  maltcri  treated  of  firmly  in  the 
hiemory. 

They  are  also  requested  to  procure  for  the  Lectures,  readings  in  public  assemblies,  wherever 
they  will  be  tolerated.  And  considering  the  subjecls  treated  of,  it  is  believed  thaC  no  olher 
objections  will  be  made  to  such  readings,  but  what  will  operate  equally  against  the  reading  cf 
other  arguments,  intended  to  establish  the  olher  doctrines  of  the  christian  religion. 

For  farther  information  respecting  the  true  natiire  of  the  Hebrew  Servitudes,  and  the  true 
rneaning  of  those  parts  of  the  Scriptures  perverted  to  justify  Slavery,  the  reader  is  specially 
referred  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  'The  Bible  vs.  Slavery,'  or,  'Weld's  Bible  .Argument,'  wrJtte'7 
by  T.  D    Weld. 
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